Local Services

Parish Letter April 2017
“UNDERNEATH ARE EVERLASTING ARMS”
Dear Everyone,
Lighting fires, pealing bells, eating chocolate eggs, singing hymns, giving
presents, egg hunts and races, new born lambs, Easter bunnies, feasting and
rejoicing; they are all part of Celebrations on Easter day. It is only right that
rejoicing should be part of the Easter festival.
The word, ‘Easter’, is derived from ‘Eostre’ who was the goddess of spring, and
our Christian festival follows the tradition of ‘Eostur’ or spring festival. For
Christians it is the holiest of days as we remember Jesus ‘springing’ from the
tomb, and being resurrected into a new life with God. The festival follows the
reflective period of Lent and especially the last week, Holy Week, which leads us
up to Jesus’s last week in Jerusalem and ‘the way to the cross’, his crucifixion on
Good Friday.
The pain of Good Friday is symbolic of the deep depths of despair: “And being
found in appearance as a man, Christ humbled himself and became obedient to
death- even death on a cross” (Philippians 2: 7-8)
He was brought into the dark, the cold and lifeless tomb. He suffered not just in
the flesh but also in that “inner crucifixion” of heart, mind and spirit. For some
the story of that day, of utter darkness, lasts a lifetime and somehow they never
make it to Easter Day. Yet the Psalmist says “He made darkness his secret
place” (Ps: 18) God is there even in the darkened tomb.
Yet a Calvary stands in many places today. Wherever we are in the wor ld,
pain and suffering have carved deep wounds: those wounds in the shape of a
cross. We only have to pick up a daily paper or hear the news to be reminded of
the world in pain: from Syrian Refugees, crisis in Sudan, famine in Yemen,
European and world leaders struggling to cope with Brexit, America’s new
management and relations with Russia.
What does the Christian say to all this? Where is the hope? For us to experience
the joy of Easter and the empty tomb, we first travel to that dark place, to realise
that God will be with us through the pain of the world, and is at the very heart of
all existence.
When I visited Jerusalem on a Good Friday, my journey ended at the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre, the traditional site of the crucifixion in the heart of the old
city. To reach the very place where Jesus died and to visit the tomb, you enter the
church, turn right and go up a short flight of stairs, you find yourself in a small
chapel. There are icons and lots of candles. Against one wall is an altar standing,
it is said, over the exact point where the cross stood. Under the Altar is a small
hole in the floor of the chapel.

Parish Magazine

36

Betchworth - April 2017

Parish Magazine

1

Betchworth - April 2017

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

Many pilgrims come here to say their prayers. If you do what most of these
pilgrims do, you kneel before the altar, reach beneath it and put your hand
through the hole. If you do so, you will find yourself touching the rough hard cold
surface of a bare rock. Touching it you have a sense that what lies beneath all our
world confusions, contradictions, mixed up lives, is something greater than any of
us can imagine but it is something that brings hope.

If we go there we find as Christ did, that “the eternal God is
our refuge and underneath are the everlasting
arms” (Deuteronomy 33:27) and then we can all sing for joy
on Easter Day, that “He lives, He lives! Christ Jesus Lives
today, He walks with me, He talks with me along life's narrow
way. You ask me how I know he live, He lives within my
heart”
This year, celebrate Easter Now on April 16th and find new
life within your heart that can recharge and inspire you for the
months to come!

Carol

DOWNSVALE Nursing Home

CLEANING ROTA - APRIL
DATE
CHANCEL
07-Apr

Mrs North

14-Apr

Mrs Armitage

21-Apr

Mrs Forrest

28-Apr

Mrs North

05-May

Mrs Scotcher
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NAVE

Specialised, Professional Care
within a Homely Atmosphere
Downsvale is a Nursing Home set
in beautiful grounds with views to
Boxhill. The home offers those
seeking residence a friendly and
comfortable environment with 24
hour qualified nursing care.

AISLES

Mrs Scotcher

Mrs Allsop

Mrs Hollingworth

Mrs Sykes

Telephone:
Email:
Website:
Address:

Mrs Ferrett
Mrs Hardy
Mrs Hutton

Mrs Ridley

Mrs Stow

Mrs Pruszynska

ZOE UNDERWOOD
PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR

Mrs Chalker

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service

Mrs Hollingworth

Mrs Wickens

Mrs Allsop

Mrs Slot

Mrs Sykes
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01306 887652/883157
wendy@monarchcareltd.com
www.downsvale.co.uk
6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1PT

Please call 07876 572624
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APRIL SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S

Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch

Date

St. Michael’s Betchworth

2nd April

20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7NB

5th Sunday of
Lent

Tel: 01737 844916
Mobile: 07976 751277

9th April

Palm Sunday

9:30am Parish Communion
11am Parish Communion
(followed by APCM)
Sunday Club* in Hamilton
Room

8am Holy Communion

9:30am Parish
Communion
11am Parish Communion** (Blessing of Palm Crosses)
Procession of Palms meet
at Lych gate 10.50

13th April

8pm Eucharist of the Last
Supper

Maundy
Thursday

(with Anointing of Hands)

14th April

10:30am All Age
Walkabout
Service followed by Hot
Cross Buns and Activities
in Reading Room

Good Friday

Myra V.Baston
GradDip Phys. MCSP. RCST

CharteredPhysiotherapist
Craniosacral Therapist
15aDeneStreet, DorkingRH42DB

TEL: 01306889680
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St. Mary’s Buckland

8pm Music and Readings
for Passiontide
15th April

2pm Service of the last
hour

8pm Easter Eve Candlelight
service

Easter Eve

* In the Hamilton Room
** Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are
just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together
Parish Magazine
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Upper Mole Group
April 30th
10.30 Christ Church Brockham
All are welcome at a special joint service of welcome and celebration
Officiated
by The Venerable Moira Astin the new Archdeacon of Reigate.
Do come along and take this opportunity to meet our new Archdeacon
Cake and Refreshments served after the service

CHURCHYARD TIDY UP
It’s that time of year again folks. May 6th, 9.30-12.30. There will be sticky cake,
tea and coffee (no not sticky tea and coffee!!) Oh yes and a healthy dollop of
'labour of love' to keep the churchyard looking good. All kinds of cutting
equipment would be great, hoes rakes etc. A big turnout would be
lovely please.
See you all in May. Graham
P.S. The winter tidy-up will be, as usual, the day before
Remembrance Day, November 11th. So please put that in your

SPRING CLEANING
The annual spring cleaning of St. Michael’s will take
place from 2.00 – 5.00pm on Sunday 27th March
and from 9.30-4.00pm on Monday 28th and
Tuesday 29th. Please come and help for as long as
you can – the more helpers the quicker the job gets
done, but every half hour helps. No sex
discrimination – men very welcome. Cleaning
materials provided.
Jane Forrester
CHURCH COLLECTIONS FEBRUARY 2017:
Collections
£728.34
Donations and sales £100.55
Total
£828.89
(Of which Gift Aided £479)
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EASTER LILIES

If you would like a lily included in the Easter floral
arrangements in memory of a loved one, please let me
know. Cost - £3.
Jane Forrester (01737 843498)
FROM THE REGISTERS: APRIL 2017
Baptism
Erica Elaine Nielsen-Bough baptized on February 19th

Weddings
6th April
29th April
Memorial Service
10th March

Rebecca Cenamor and Nicholas Kemble, St
Michael’s
Joanna Kah Wai Lam and Nick Kempton, St
Michael’s
Memorial Service at St Michael’s for Tiago Nunes,
Adriana Nunes and Tiago Nunes Jr. who died on 24th
January.

'SONGS OF SEA AND SOUL'
A concert by the South Nutfield Choral Society in St Michael's Church on the
13th May at 7.30 pm. This will include songs from a new musical 'Land of
Dreams' by Mark Hodgson, songs by Gershwin, Porter and others and Elgar's
'Sea Pictures' arranged for Choir by Donald
Fraser.
Tickets available from 01737 843498 or
betchworthchurchmusic@hotmail.co.uk or on
the door (£12, Students £6, under 10s free)
Parish Magazine
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PICTURE FRAMING

T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *
* CANVAS PRINTING *

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs

* FREE COLLECTION *
* AND DELIVERY SERVICE *

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS
CALL 01737 222424

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk

Te l 01737 843533

Josh Flynn Tree & Gardening
Services
All aspects of Tree & Garden Maintenance
 Grass Cutting
 Weed Control
 Hedge Cutting
 Leaf Clearance
 Tree Work
 Garden Clearance
Hardwood Logs for sale

T: 01737 202179
M: 07920 715779
joshflynn2012@hotmail.co.uk

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

NEED A CARER?
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Highly experienced and qualified
Hours to suit your needs
References available on request

Contact Cheryl
07810 881267
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Chris
Long

S u pe r b pr o fe s s i o n a l c l e a n i n g o f
C a r p e ts , U p h o l s te r y , C u r t a i n s a n d
L e a th e r . A l s o O r i e n t a l R u g s a n d
G u a r ds m a n A n ti -S t a i n P r o te c ti o n







S p o t s t a in a n d O d o u r r e m o v a l






L e a t h e r c l e a n in g s p e c ia lis t s
F la m e r e t a r d in g
D u s t m it e r e d u c t io n s e r v ic e
A ll w o r k f u lly in s u r e d a n d g u a r a n t e e d

F o r a f r e e , n o o b l i g a t i o n q u o t a ti o n
c a ll tod a y

GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811

FREEPHO NE
0 808 1 44 90 71



MW
OODS

CONSTRUCTION
TOTAL BUILDINGSERVICES
LOCALANDRELIABLE
DIRECT. 07703737599
OFFICE.01737843981
M
W
OODS.CONSTRUCTION@
HOTM
AIL.COM

Barrie 07710 328848
E: info@bc-carpentry.co.uk
W: bc-carpentry.co.uk
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SUNDAY CLUB AND MESSY CHURCH ACTIVITIES
"We are delighted to have reinvigorated our ministry to children in the Benefice,
with a number of family events and great fun was had by all! A recent highlight
was the "Messy Cathedral" event at Southwark Cathedral on 25th February. The
bells rang specially to welcome children of all ages and there was a huge range of
crafts and activities for everyone to enjoy, centred on a theme of encouraging
young people in their Christian journey. The event finished with a wonderful (and
very noisy) service, with many elements of the praise and worship having been
created by the children during the morning.
Another important development is that we have started a "Sunday Club" to which
all children are welcome. This is run by some of the mums from the Benefice,
including Amy Jago, Becca Johanssen, Rachel Thornhill, Vicky Howard and Prue
Kerven and takes place on the first Sunday of the month at 10.45am in the
Hamilton Room. We play games, sing and have fun with some crafts related to the
theme of the week. Please feel free to come and join us! Forthcoming dates are
2nd April and 7th May.
Please contact Sarah Munro, (0771 4273783) our new Children's Rep for the
Benefice, for further information and how to get involved."

REMINDER
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS 2017
St Michael’s Betchworth Sunday 2nd April at 12.15 in Church
St Mary’s Buckland Tuesday 25th April at 7.30 pm in
Reading Room
We hope that many of you who are resident in the parish or on the church
electoral roll will be able to attend. Refreshments will be served.
We will be electing churchwardens to stand for another year, Deanery Synod
members and PCC members. Reports will be received on the Electoral Roll; the
proceedings of the PCC and the activities of the parish generally; the Financial
Statements of the Council; the fabric of the church; the proceedings of the
Deanery Synod and other matters of parochial interest.
If anyone would like to stand on the PCC please speak to the Rector.
Anyone wishing to go on the Church Electoral Roll should please contact Mrs
Liz Vahey (221444) for Buckland and Mrs Rhona Hill (843044) for Betchworth.
Parish Magazine
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THE FAIRTRADE BREAK AT THE RECTORY - MONDAY 6TH MARCH

For an efficient and reliable service
carried out by professionals
DOMESTIC – COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL

“We did”… Coffee, cakes, tea and biscuits and a host of Fairtade goods
welcomed all those who visited the sunny Rectory on Monday 6th. Carol, Martin
and Tom played host at this annual event. Not only was the Rectory bathed in
sunshine, but the sun shone in Malawi where our video told a most vivid story of
the empowerment of the villagers; especially the women, who could now directly
benefit financially from the Fairtrade crop, even taking roles as business
managers. Now able to reinvest, meant a larger harvest and education for
children and provision for local hospitals. With almost £100 raised on the day we
would like to thank everyone who contributed and in particular our special
thanks to Iris Pattison who brought her Fairtrade goods to both our Church
service and the Rectory.
Tom Briscombe

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating
Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting
Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work

For Free Advice and Estimates call:
01737 843844 or 07850 563091

CROYDON EPISCOPAL AREA LAY CONFERENCE 2017
St. Bede's School, Carlton Rd, Redhill, Saturday 10th June 10am - 4pm
Are you keen to see your church develop and grow? Are you looking for ways to
deepen your Christian life? This day is for you!
Serve, Enable, Lead: Resourcing Discipleship & Lay Leadership
Keynote speakers Mark Russell & Bishop Jonathan with Bible Study lead by
Ruth Martin. Over 20 practical workshops
Tickets £15 per person (£10 per person for groups over 5) Refreshments and hot
lunch included
Booking via serve-enable-lead-2017.eventbrite.co.uk Call the Croydon Area
Office 020 8256 9633 or email susan.wheeler@southwark.anglican.org for further
details
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A Celebration of
Weddings
In Words & Music
St Michael’s Church, Betchworth
Would like to invite you to…

A Celebration of Weddings in Words and Music
Saturday, April 22nd, 2017
7:30pm

£12.50pp to include wine during interval
Tickets call 01737 843498

NEXT CELEBRITY ORGAN RECITAL AT BETCHWORTH
The International Concert Organist, D’Arcy Trinkwon, will be giving the next Celebrity Organ
Recital at Betchworth on Saturday 24th June at 4.00 pm. D’Arcy has performed more than 900
recitals in concert halls, cathedral, and churches worldwide, including radio and television
appearances. He is one of the outstanding virtuoso organists of his generation. Known for his
musical scholarship and for encyclopaedic repertoire - which is one of the most extensive of any artist
before the public - his dedication to his art has enabled him to draw many to the organ as a true
concert instrument.
Alongside his concert career he is Organist of Worth Abbey, the Benedictine monastery in Sussex
featured in such television series as 'The Big Silence' and 'The Monastery'. He is also Organist to the
University
of
Sussex.
(See
http://
www.darcytrinkwon.com).
Tickets will be on sale from 1st May: £15 (under 14s:
£10) - please contact 01737 843498 or
betchworthchurchmusic@hotmail.co.uk. The ticket price
includes a programme and a glass of wine or soft drink.
The event is in aid of Church Funds.
Melvyn Hughes
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BECOME A VOLUNTEER THIS YEAR.
Christian Aid Week was remembered last year with the
plight of those families who battle floods in Bangladesh,
and closer to home Christian Aid focussed on the
refugee situation in Syria and Greece. Here donations
supported people on the ground and provided essential
provisions on European shores.
Our CA contributions are filtered through a global
coalition of many churches that work together in
humanitarian assistance, advocacy and development. Last year volunteers
collected over £2,500 for Christian Aid.
As a volunteer collector you can make a difference – this year Christian Aid week
runs from 14th-20th May.
Nejebar doesn’t have a safe place to call home. She has had to flee from war
torn Afganistan where the Taliban threatened to kill her entire family..
Make a difference: Find me at St Michael's, leave a message at the Rectory, or
telephone me - Tom 07447 566222. You CAN save a family and we welcome
life savers from all age groups. http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/
inyourarea/news/

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER- ST MARY’S
BUCKLAND
St Mary’s hosted the Women’s World Day of Prayer on Friday 3rd
March, prepared by the Christian women of the Philippines. This
great ‘wave’ of prayer continued round the World until the last
service is held as the sun sets over American Samoa. We joined
the 170 countries and 3 million other people in prayer, song and
worship – focusing on ‘Am I being unfair to you’. The weather in Buckland was
very unfair, as the rain lashed down. This didn’t prevent a good attendance with
many voices accompanied by flutes, piano and guitar. and full representation from
all UMG churches. Reflections on what this service meant to the Philippine women
was cleverly portrayed in their artwork where fairness, balance and justice
conveyed two contrasting sides – on the right bright colourful images; on the left,
predominately dark and dull colours, showing an imbalance of life. Following
processions and the offering, Matthew 20 was our gospel reading. Throughout this
service we continued to hold on to the truth that God is a fair and just God. Next
year we will hear from the women of Suriname.
Parish Magazine

10

Betchworth - April 2017

Parish Magazine

27

Betchworth - April 2017

Local Services

Village Reports and Notices
We always look forward to Spring-time in Nursery, the
children are more tempted outside by drier and warmer
weather to play and explore without the confinement of
four walls! The month of February ended with the children
making (and eating!) pancakes on Shrove Tuesday and
March began with us all dressing up as our favourite book
character for World Book Day and a wonderful visit to Church Farm to visit the
new-born calves, courtesy of Farmer Martin and Farmer Alan.
The Nursery is not full, we have immediate spaces and spaces available for
the start of the new academic year in September. When we r eceive visitor s
and prospective parents into the Nursery we are often asked “How long have you
been here? We didn’t know that there was a Nursery here!” Well for those not in
the know, the Nursery will celebrate its 25th birthday later this year and can be
found in its own purpose built building in the playground of The North Downs
Primary School, Betchworth.
So if you have (or know of) a pre-school child (aged 2.5yrs to 5yrs) looking for a
Nursery place, then please call or email us or pass on our details. We would love
to show you around our purpose built Nursery and our most wonderful outside
areas.
PEBBLECOMBE W I
We had the blues at our March meeting, but not the conventional kind, lavender in
all its beauty shown in glorious bloom at Mayfield Lavender's fields took centre
stage as owner Lorna Maye told the story of its origins in word and screened
photographs. Lorna and husband Brendan's interest in lavender began when
working for Yardley Lavender before its demise. A site near Banstead where
lavender was grown in Victorian times came up for sale so they bought it, planted
it with various types of lavender cuttings in 2002 and when the plants had grown
opened it to the public in 2006. It is now a family run organic farm with a shop
and cafe for visitors. All the weeding on the 25 acres is done by hand thus
protecting the environment and creating a sanctuary for wild insects and many
kinds of bees which love the flowers. Lavender has been used since Roman times
as antiseptic and fragrance and the flowers are used today in cooking scones and
other goodies, including ice cream.
The usual tea break led to discussion of our future plans, birthday cards were
presented and arrangements finalised for our annual dinner later in March. The
craft afternoons continue to flourish with many a chat thrown in.
Our next meeting on Thursday 6th April will have a guest speaker. Meetings are
at 7.45 pm on the first Thursday of each month with craft afternoons on the
second Thursday at 2 pm, both at the Hamilton Room, Church Street,
Betchworth. Visitors are most welcome.
Pam Patch.
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES FOR BETCHWORTH AND
BUCKLAND
BETCHWORTH EASTER EGG HUNT
Wednesday 5th April 10.15-12.00pm
Please note; children must be accompanied by a responsible
adult and best suited to 2- 8 year olds, although all welcome. If
weather looks likely to affect any of the activities, please check
with the organiser on the day 07710 498 591

Easter Crafts, Games and Easter Trail around
Goulburn Green, Betchworth
10.15am – meet at The Hamilton Room,
Church Street, Betchworth RH3 7DN

Shorestone helps clients to build
and preserve their financial wealth
• Investments • Savings • Pensions
• Wealth Management • Income
Protection • Life Assurance

www.shorestone.co.uk
01737 844520/ 844409
Shorestone Financial LLP
Nionisle House, Station Road,
Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7BZ

MOT Testing
Station
Repairs & Servicing
to all makes
Reigat e Ro ad
Buckland,
Near R eigat e

01737
242766

Shorestone Financial is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority FCA No. 491901
Registered in England No.OC 341462

£3.00 per child

Bring warm clothes and suitable footwear
R id e o n M o w e r s
R o ta r y M o w e r s
C y l in d e r M o w e r s
C ha insa w s
S tr im m e r s
H e d g e C u tte r s
R o te v a to r s
B lo w e r v a c s
Q u a lity s e c o n d h a n d e q u ip m e n t

If you would like to help out with these events or have some ideas
for future activities that can bring local families together during the
school holidays, please contact Catriona Martin 07710 498 591
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KENT, SURREY & SUSSEX AIR AMBULANCE
BOOK A TALK ABOUT OUR LIFE-SAVING WORK
The Kent, Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance is inviting local groups, clubs,
societies and other organisations to book a talk (free of charge) to find our more
about the work of the charity.

By inviting one of our volunteer speakers to your group, you will be helping to
raise awareness of our work and therefore ensuring we can be there for those who
need us, now and in the future.
For more information or to book a talk, please contact us on:

01622 833 833
talks@kssairambulance.org.uk

Small Ads
Hi, my name is Nikki and I am the owner of Barking Beauties based in
Betchworth
I am now offering full dog grooming services ranging from a full groom down
to just a bath and towel dry while you wait.
Please contact me for further details on 07967 884661 or email
info@barkingbeauties.dog You can also find me on facebook
@barkingbeauties.dog
Parish Magazine

24

Betchworth - April 2017

It is sometimes hard to keep up with the many
advances and changes in the world of communication
and technology and we work hard to ensure that
children are taught to use technology sensibly and
safely, and to help achieve this we recently celebrated
‘Safer Internet Day’ across our three sites.
Whilst we want our pupils to feel confident and
competent with new developments it is just as
important to maintain our links with tradition, the
most important of which is a love of reading. At North
Downs we feel it is important that children develop a
lifelong enjoyment of reading and we are fortunate that our children become
immersed in books from an early age. Our children are taught to read fluently and
improve their reading skills as they progress through school. By the time children
reach year 6 they are able to cope with quite difficult texts and can discuss and
explain their preference for a particular author.
We recently held a ‘Pen and Paper Week’ in which there were many activities
based around books, authors, story reading and story writing. The children wrote
stories prompted by the contents of a surprise parcel left in each classroom! We
also celebrated World Book Day in which children had the opportunity to dress
up as their favourite book character and the younger children returned to their
classrooms after school to enjoy a ‘bedtime story and cocoa’ session with their
teacher. It was a real treat to have a week in which technology was put aside and
all children enjoyed the simple pleasures of picking up a book to read – even
parents joined us in class one afternoon to enjoy a quiet bit of reading time too.
Jane Douglass, Headteacher
North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh
Village
BETCHWORTH VILLAGE TENNIS TOURNAMENT.
DON'T FORGET to put SATURDAY July 22nd and SUNDAY July 23rd in
your diaries and enter for the GOULBURN CUP.
This is a mixed doubles tennis tournament. It is open to anyone from twelve years
of age upwards, who can serve, score and find a partner, if possible from the
village. The first round will be played on Saturday July 22nd in four groups of
about eight pairs, played American-style, with each pair playing
every other pair in its group. The winners of each of the four
groups will go through to the semi-finals and then, if they win,
to the final, on Sunday July 23rd.
Entries PLEASE by June 1st to Eiluned Slot at 842010.
SO PLEASE put the dates in your diary, dust off your tennis
racquets, think SUNSHINE and get playing.
BETCHWORTH NEEDS YOU.
Parish Magazine
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Talk on the Surrey Hills &
Wine & Cheese Evening
Incorporating the Annual General Meeting

MUSIC IN DORKING - APRIL
1st at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free, 01306 884229
1st at 7.30, Surrey Girlguiding presents Musigals at Dorking Halls, £15, 01306
881717
4th at 7.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717

Members and guests are invited to join us for a lecture by Rob
Fairbanks, Director of Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB), whose remit is to preserve the character of the
wider Surrey Hills area.
Entrance is free but donations to the Society will be appreciated.

4th 11th 18th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £20-25, 07415
815784
6th 7th 8th at 7.30, Leith Hill Musical Festival at Dorking Halls, £9-17, 01403
240093

9th at 4.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717

SEARCH LAUNCHED FOR A NEW POPPY APPEAL ORGANISER

11th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717

Due to the future departure of James Day to the wilds of Devon, the Royal
British Legion Poppy Appeal is now looking for a replacement local organiser
for the combined villages of Buckland and Betchworth.

22nd at 7.30, Piatti string quartet at Dorking Halls, £20, 01306 740619

This highly rewarding role is fully supported by the Surrey Organiser and
involves the managing of the local door to door collectors, the distribution and
collection of collecting trays and pots to all local businesses and organisations
and the counting and banking of all money collected and donated.

The local area is very supportive of this appeal, with the most recent
collection amounting to about £3,500.
James has advised he will still be around during this
November’s Remembrance Appeal to offer advice and
support as needed.
If you might be interested in taking on this role from James,
please mail him on jamesfday@me.com
BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL WEB SITE –
WWW.BETCHWORTH-PC.GOV.UK
The Parish Council is in the process of reviewing and updating the Betchworth
Parish Council web site and giving it a new look! If you have any thoughts or
ideas on what further information would be useful to include, we would be very
pleased to hear from you.
Please email Parish Councillor Hilary Edwards – hilary@egilive.com.

Parish Magazine

14

Betchworth - April 2017

27th at 7.30, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
.
NEW SERVICE AND SUPPORT FOR CARERS ACROSS MOLE
VALLEY
Services to support Carers in Surrey are changing. From 1 April 2017, ' Action
for Carers Surrey' (ACS) will provide a county-wide service for Carers. This
means that most of the ten Carer Support Schemes, including Carers Support
Mole Valley, will have closed their offices at the end of March.
ACS will offer Carers a flexible range of support including:
telephone support and advice
local Carers meetings
face-to-face meetings, where needed
support groups, and workshops.
In addition, there will also be Carer Advisors in the county's five acute hospitals
(East Surrey, Epsom, Royal Surrey County in Guildford, Frimley Park and St
Peters in Chertsey).
If you are a parent, partner, relative, neighbour or friend providing help to
someone with a long-term illness or disability, then you are a Carer. To access
help and support, here are the contact details for 'Action for Carers Surrey':
Telephone: 0303 040 1234
Email: CarerSupport@actionforcarers.org.uk
SMS: 07714 075993
Website: www.actionforcarers.org.uk
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MASH
A group of men who are alone due to bereavement meet in the upstairs room at
Burgundy and Black, a café in St. Martin’s Walk, Dorking, RH4 1UT every
Thursday between 4 and 6 pm to socialise and shar e exper iences.
Whether you have been on your own for months or years, why not join us? You
will be very welcome.
e-mail:mashdorking@googlemail.com
https://www.facebook.com/MASH4WIDOWERS2SELFHELP

URGENT APPEAL FOR HOMES
We are an animal charity seeking homes for the many unwanted cats, kittens and
dogs that come into our care.

We currently have 3 very friendly Jack Russell Terriers & Oscar, a 4 year old
Yorkie. All are in need of a very special loving
home. Separate homes will also be considered.
Peggy (top left) is 7 and loves to sit on laps. Paddy
(centre photo) and Rudy (top right) are both male
and 3-4 yrs. old. All are, neutered, inoculated and
micro chipped. Your garden will need to be securely
fenced. We also have lots of beautiful kittens and
cats looking for a loving owner like you!
If you can offer a loving forever home please call
01737 843166 (Evenings after 7pm) or anytime on
07918 056196)
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SINGING WORKSHOP
Hosted by the Betchworth Singers
Geoffrey Browne Room,
Village War Memorial Hall,
Station Road, Betchworth RH3 7DF
Sunday April 16th 2017 2.30 – 5.30pm
World Voice Day is a GLOBAL annual event devoted to the celebration of the
voice. The Betchworth Singers are a small group of people dedicated to finding
joy through singing. We have always believed that the voice is a journey, so why
not join us for an afternoon of singing and laughter.
Our open workshop focuses on breath and the voice, using simple rounds and
melodies to create harmony. All comers are welcome – you don’t need any
previous experience or be able to read music, you just need to be willing to enjoy
the power of singing in a group.
Places are limited so book soon. The cost is £10 per person which includes tea and
cake. Any proceeds will be donated to our nominated charity – the Orpheus
Centre in Godstone.
To book a place or to find out more phone/text Sue on 07971 789460
or email: SUEWVD@collavoce.co.uk
Be part of a worldwide event to celebrate the voice!
JOKE FOR APRIL
A hiker is walking in the Yorkshire Dales early one morning, when he comes
across an old farmer in a field sitting on a stool and milking a cow.
Hoping to engage the farmer in some small talk, the hiker asks him for the time.
The farmer grumpily looks up at the hiker, then gently lifts the cow’s udder and
grunts ‘’seven forty three’’.
The hiker is intrigued but seeing the farmer is not interested in chatting he heads
off down the path.
That same evening the hiker is on his way back and he sees the same farmer,
hunched down on his stool, milking another cow. Again he asks for the time, and
once again the farmer grudgingly lifts the udder and gives him the time.
At this point the hiker can’t help himself and says: ‘’That’s unbelievable – how
can you tell the time just by lifting a cow’s udder?’’
The old farmer squints up at the hiker. ‘’ It’s like this’’ , he says slowly, ‘’ if I lift
up the left side of the udder, I can’t tell what the time is.
If I lift up the right side of the udder, I still can’t tell what the time is. But if I lift
up the whole udder with both hands,
I can just see the clock on the church tower over there in the valley!
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GATTON PARK EVENTS - APRIL 2017
Saturday 29th April - Sunday 1st May Gatton BioBlitz

In September 2016 Broome Park was lucky enough to receive an entry for the
2017 Virgin London Marathon due to its charitable status. Ant Neal (Activities
and Volunteers Coordinator) has taken on the challenge of running in aid of the
Friends of Broome Park in a bid to raise awareness of our charity but also raise
much needed funds to help enrich the lives of our residents.
There are 3 ways to donate:
1
You can donate at
through Virgin Money
Giving at
www.virginmoneygiving/
AntNeal

2
You can donate at
Broome Park
Nursing Home or
Stable Cottage
using Sponsorship

Join the Gatton Park team and a variety of experts who over a 24 hour period, we
will be attempting to record as much wildlife as possible that can be found in the
park. This family friendly event will give you the chance to explore on your own
and hunt out different species as well as joining expert led sessions throughout the
day to ID and record different wildlife. We will be recording all sorts of wildlife
from birds to bumblebees, plants to bats, butterflies and moths to fungi, mammals
to insects and reptiles to trees. No previous experience necessary. Children must
be
accompanied
by
an
adults
Light refreshments available. Bring your own picnic lunch.
Throughout the day we will have different activities and led sessions so keep
checking our website for full details!

3
You can donate
via text message
by texting
FOBP37 plus the
amount you wish

Weekly Tours

Guided tours run every Tuesday and Thursday at 2pm throughout the year. Adults
£4. Book in advance. Meet by the lych gate of St Andrew’s Church.
Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW
01737 649068. events@gatton-park.org.uk Book online at: www.gattonpark.com

Please book all events in advance except open days.
‘SYMBIOSIS’ - a new exhibition of work by Karen Pearson BA (Hons) Fine Art,
with guest artist Reiko Evans, at Denbies Wine Estate, Dorking from 27th March
until 2nd April 2017 10.30am-5pm daily except Sunday 11am-4pm. Paintings,
ceramics and sculpture.
Karen will be showing bronze
sculpture, and paintings which
will include various local
scenes
and
landscapes
depicting the beauty of Leith
Hill and surrounding areas,
allowing us to reflect on our
relationship with it. Reiko will
display her beautiful hand
made decorative ceramics,
which have a Japanese
essence.
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BOX HILL
Box Hill is truly loved by people near and far. We welcome approximately one
million people each year who stand on the viewpoint looking out over the
beautiful countryside of Surrey and Sussex.
We are very excited to have taken back in hand management of some 81acres of
farmland immediately below the famous viewpoint, including a good stretch
alongside the River Mole.
We are delighted to invite people to enjoy the Riverside Walk. The walk was
formally opened on 24 February by David Kennington, General Manager for the
Surrey Hills, who cut the ribbon in front of local residents and supporters of the
National Trust at Box Hill. David said “It gives me immense pleasure to open up
another part of our estate for visitors to enjoy. There’s something quite wonderful
about spending time by a river and this is one of the most interesting and pretty
stretches of the Mole. I’ve often seen kingfishers here so it’s well worth keeping a
sharp lookout.”
This is a two mile walk along some scenic sections of the River Mole and offering
great views back towards Box Hill. As well as the natural scenery, there are some
fascinating Second World War structures designed to stop tanks approaching
London. The walk is just challenging enough to earn tea and cake when you get
back to the top.
Over time we aim to extend our precious chalk downland grassland into the upper
fields. Once the nutrient levels reduce, delicate annual plants and rare species,
(like orchids and butterflies), will begin to re-establish themselves.
We have already scraped out a shallow channel of varying depths in one of the
lower fields. Once flooded in the winter, we hope this will become naturally
populated with rushes, reeds and sedges, offering habitat to wetland birds,
amphibians and insects. It will be interesting to monitor how this progresses and
how much wildlife it attracts. If successful we may do more of this sort of thing in
the future.
The Riverside Walk can be enjoyed at any time of year; it comprises a gentle
descent and steep climb with glorious views. The walk starts at Salomons
Memorial viewpoint at the top of Box Hill, where
there is also car parking, toilets and a café. Free
copies of the walks leaflet and map can be picked up
at the visitor centre, or downloaded at
nationaltrust.org.uk/box-hill/trails/box-hill-riverside
-walk
For further information call Andrew Wright,
Countryside Manager on 07770 887682
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BETCHWORTH 2017
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
On April 24th @ 7.45pm
At the Geoffrey Browne Room Betchworth War Memorial Village Hall, Station
Road,
Betchworth RH3 7DF
LOCAL GROUPS
Reports from community groups about the year’s activities
and plans
LOCAL COUNCILLORS
Addresses from your district and county councillors
SPEAKER
BOB BARTLETT –
hear about the
Brockham Emergency Response Team’s work across the
community
YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
Achievements of the past year – a review
from the Chair .
www.betchworth-pc.gov.uk
Refreshments will be provided. All Welcome.
FARM DIARY
April is knocking on the door and Spring is round the corner. Work in the spring
always gets going around 'The Boat Race'. This is like a bench mark that seems to
always stand out each year. Winter at the moment is flying by (should I have said
that!) at the time of writing 4th March. I have already had a crop spraying
recommendation to go on the oil seed rape to prevent disease and we are even
thinking of putting some fertiliser on crops to give a slight kick. This fertiliser is
mainly nitrogen but it also contains sulphur. This is because the amount of
sulphur in the atmosphere is decreasing due to the use of unleaded fuel, and most
crops benefit from an application of sulphur. The only down side to field work at
this time of year is judging when ground conditions will allow a tractor to move
without making a mess. Pigeons on the rape are an increasing pain, so out comes
the bangers, rockets and now a powerful laser which the pigeons do not like. Just
a wave of the laser across the field and the pigeons move on. You cannot control
pigeons with just one method you need to mix it up, use lots of types of control
and put bangers in different places. It confuses the pigeons and keeps them on the
wing.
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BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB

FARM DIARY ( Cont.)
Winter should be about maintenance, catching up with odd jobs, things that don't
make money in themselves but do add up to make a difference. Hedge cutting,
ditching, new field gates, servicing machinery and paper work, and now these
days the all important farm assurance inspection (Little Red Tractor). Our farm
inspector shall remain nameless, indeed she seems to remain faceless. She didn't
turn up, no phone call, text massage, (sic) (Ed! Decided to leave this in!!
Perhaps expectations were too high Martin). Not even in reply to mine. Mail is
great, but when it does not work, it's like the postman is on strike, and to make
things worse I can never work out why it does not work, just like I can't work out
why the postmen are on strike. So after two no shows by the BT engineer I was
back in contact with planet earth on the third attempt, and there it was, she
cancelled by email. This just adds to my list of people that just can't be bothered.
It is amazing, some very important meetings just forgotten! Pipeline inspector
was another, 'ditching over the pipeline?' They say! 'Dial before you dig' They
say! I did! Three bloody times! Answer- give up.
On the ditching front we have been very successful, a ditch that has not been
touched for forty something years has been cleared and shows how important
this activity is to our environment. It is located on the left as you head towards
Leigh past Snowerhill. It drains most of Gadbrook Common into the Gadbrook
and then the River Mole. We must have found nearly 10 land drains - some
modern some very old, but they all run. The older ones are very deep, which
shows that the ditches are now at the correct depth (7 to 8 feet), years ago these
were all dug by hand, and even installing the land drains, they got the depth right
then as you could imagine, so old land drains are a very good guide. The only
problem with all this ditching is the spoil and removal of old fences, so the spoil
needs levelling, cultivating and seeding then fences replaced.
Cow news. Calves are popping out here and there, two sets of twins out of 28
cows. Nice to see, as it can be a nightmare with the wrong mother, and to be
honest we don't want twins. Nevertheless these twins give us a couple of spare
calves in case we have a dead calf. We can foster one on to the bereaved mum,
so that is a benefit of twins, and in the meantime my children do the bottle
feeding, which to be honest, don't tell them, saves me a lot of time!
A new bull is on the cards, we said goodbye to 'Ceacer' a 6 year old who was
suffering from what can only be described as having soft feet. He was getting
tender feet even when not working and in the yard, so a visit to a pedigree
Simmental breeder in Sussex provided a lot of head scratching as the choice was
hard, and so come April we should collect a new bull.
Martin
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In readiness for National Flower Arranging
Day on 5th May with distribution of Lonely
Bouquets, we shall be making cane hand tie
frames using midalino cane. All materials to be
supplied. The day is to be combined with
National Association of Flower Arrangement
Societies and the National Federation of
Women’s Institutes.
Meetings start at 7.15 for 7.30 pm at the Brockham Recreation Ground
Pavilion. Next meeting, 20th April.
BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
In March our gardens showered us with a great display of colour and now that
April has arrived the blossom is not letting us down. Spring is finally here.

The milder weather can be deceptive in April so don’t be caught out by short
sharp frosts that still might occur. Don’t be fooled into planting tender young
plants just yet. Leave for another month or so. Use this opportunity to finish your
winter digging, spring clean your borders and revitalise your lawn.
The final Brockham Green Horticultural Society’s talk for 2017 will take place
on Monday April 24th at the Brockham Recreational Pavilion Hall at 7.30pm
BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB
Our friendly Bowls Club is situated in a unique position down by the River Mole,
off Mill Hill Lane (south). The outdoor season runs from April to September, and
there are also various social events throughout the year.
For 2017, the first Club Night takes place on Thursday 13th April from 6.00pm
onwards, and there is a Club Night every Thursday - you can either join in playing
a game or come along to watch and have a drink.
We are also running three taster sessions on Saturday mornings for prospective
new members who wish to give bowls a try – 22nd and 29th April, and 6th May
(including light refreshments) from 10am to 12.30. All you need are flat-soled
shoes.
We play matches weekends and midweek against other local teams, in addition to
a number of internal Club competitions.
Bowls is a fun yet competitive game for all ages, gender and ability, why not
come along and meet members of the Club on a Thursday evening or the above
Saturday taster sessions without any obligation.
See www.brockhambowlsclub.co.uk for more information or contact Bob
Freeman (Club Captain) on 01737 842282.
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