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Parish Letter February 2016
WHEN THE TIME COMES
When I have been with someone who has died I have always been struck by
their stillness. It is as though they are not there. This could suggest that the
person themselves has died with their body. The person we have known and
loved is no more. This is a common view in the western world today; when you
are dead you are dead. In a scientific and rational age it is easy to see why
many people see things this way.
A different view would be that the person we are survives death in another
dimension we do not yet see. Life after death does not mean that the body is
resuscitated but it does mean that the soul lives on.
Whichever way you see things when someone we care about dies the impact
can be far reaching. We may have a deep sense of loss and disorientation
without them. The impact of grieving is often hard to overstate.
Death for many people is frightening, not only when we think about the death
of those we love but when we think about our own death. Death is hard to talk
about and we don’t. It is hard to find the words and to know what to do with
our feelings.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday February 10 with a service of Holy
Communion in St Mary’s at 8.00pm. It will make a good beginning to this
year’s Lent Course which is called When the time comes and focuses on issues
around death and dying. There are two sessions:
These are on Wednesday 17 February and Wednesday 24 February and they
will both be held in The Reading Room at Buckland from 4.30 to 6.00pm.
In the first session we have a chance to share our experience in conversation
with others. It will be an opportunity talk about our own death and the death of
those we love, to understand the process of dying better and how we can hold it
hopefully within our own lives.
In the second session we look at what faith teaches us about death and dying as
well as what happened in the death and resurrection of Jesus. We consider
what has been believed down the centuries and what we can realistically
believe and try to live out today.
Each session will conclude with a short time of prayer and reflection.
The two sessions can be conflated into one as a one day course on Saturday 5
March fr om 11.00 to 3.00pm. But this day will only take place if ther e is
sufficient demand and a suitable venue will be arranged depending
on numbers. If you would like to opt for the one day course please
phone Linda Slater on 844632 or email her on:
david.slater2@tiscali.co.uk. Otherwise all are welcome on
February 17 and 24. Each session begins with coffee and there is
no need to register in advance for these.
David Eaton

Parish Magazine

36

Betchworth - February 2016

Parish Magazine

1

Betchworth - February 2016

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

FEBRUARY SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S & ST MARY’S
Date
St Michael’s,
St Mary’s, Buckland
Betchworth
7th February
8.00 Holy
Sunday Next
Communion
before Lent
9.30 Parish Communion

10th February
Ash
Wednesday
14th February
1st Sunday of
Lent
21st February
2nd Sunday of
Lent

28th February
3rd Sunday of
Lent

11.00 Parish
Communion**
8pm Holy Communion with
Imposition of Ashes
8.00 Holy Communion

9.30 Iona Parish Communion

11.00 Matins**

RH3 7HB

8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Joint All Age Family Service at St
Mary’s
5.00 Choral Evensong

8.00 Holy Communion

DOWNSVALE Nursing Home
Specialised, Professional Care
within a Homely Atmosphere
Downsvale is a Nursing Home set
in beautiful grounds with views to
Boxhill. The home offers those
seeking residence a friendly and
comfortable environment with 24
hour qualified nursing care.

9.30 Parish Communion

11.00 Parish
Communion**

5pm Contemplative
Prayer
(Lady Chapel Vestry
Space)
6th March
4th Sunday of
lent
Mothering
Sunday

Telephone:
Email:
Website:
Address:

ZOE UNDERWOOD

8.00 Holy Communion
11.00 All Age Mothering
Sunday Family Service
(Posies given out)

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR

9.30 All Age Mothering
Sunday Communion
(Posies given out)

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service
Please call 07876 572624

** Coffee/Tea Served afterwards
Parish Magazine

01306 887652/883157
wendy@monarchcareltd.com
www.downsvale.co.uk
6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1PT
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FROM THE REGISTERS:

We send our condolences to the family and friends of those who have died
Funerals, Memorials and Burials

Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch

PENDRIGH MAKIN
FAMILY SOLICITORS
Specialist legal advice on
Wills, Trusts and Probate;
Matrimonial, Cohabitation and Children;
Property and Employment

20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7NB

December 15th

Burial of Ashes in St Mary’s Churchyard for Denise
Osbourne who died on 15th December 2014, aged 62 of
Buckland.

December 23rd

Joan Burnett, who died on 10th December, aged 87 of
Flanchford Road, Reigate Heath.

December 29th

Michael Ridgway Carr, who died on 14th December
aged 87 of Broome Park Nursing Home, Betchworth.

January 7th

A Service of Thanksgiving will be held for Rosemary on
the 3rd of February at 11am in St Michael’s Betchworth.

Friendly and professional service at
competitive rates

Tel: 01737 844916

May they rest in peace and rise in glory.

Pendrigh Makin Solicitors
legal@pendrighmakin.com
Tel: 01737 221518

Mobile: 07976 751277

Funeral Directors &
Monumental Masons

Rosemary Elaine Ellis who died on 20th December aged
88 of Rose Cottage Brockham Green, Betchworth.

CLEANING ROTA FEBRUARY
DATE

CHANCEL

SHERLOCK FUNERAL SERVICE
Family business
established over 100 years

TRELLIS HOUSE, 190 SOUTH
STREET, DORKING RH4 2ES
T el: 01306 882266
E-mail: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

Myra V.Baston

05-Feb

Mrs Armitage

12-Feb

Mrs Ridley

19-Feb

Mrs North

26-Feb

Mrs Forrest

04-Mar

Mrs Power

GradDip Phys. MCSP. RCST

CharteredPhysiotherapist
Craniosacral Therapist
15aDeneStreet, DorkingRH42DB

TEL: 01306889680
Parish Magazine
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AISLES

Mrs Sheed
Mrs Slot

Mrs Hutton

Mrs Chalker

Mrs Stow

Mrs Mitchell

Mrs Hollingsworth
Mrs Power
Mrs Lyver

Mrs Pruszynska

Mrs Ferrett

Mrs Hardy

Mrs Sheed
Mrs Slot
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THE REVD. PATTIE VIGERS:
21ST MARCH 1931 – 26TH NOVEMBER 2015
Most of what follows comes from contributions by a large
number of parishioners and others.

Pattie was born in Devon on 21st March 1931, the second
of four children, and lived her earliest years in a part of
Devon the beauty of which she captured in her paintings
and where she would stay every year, including this year.
The family moved to Bedford in about 1940, where Pattie
attended the High School and developed her great talent
for art, then going on to the Slade School of Art. She excelled at swimming, and
represented London University in that sport. She then taught art, first at the Alice
Otley School in Worcester and then Queen Margaret’s near York, and many of
her pupils remained friends for life.
On 10th September 1957 she married Simon Vigers, whom she had first met in
Devon, in the church where her parents had been married. Shortly after the birth
of their first baby, Piers, Simon said to one of her friends, “I am the happiest man
in the world; I have a most wonderful wife and a baby.” They had three more
children, Guy, Anna and Neil; Piers and Anna were to care for others as an
osteopath and a nurse, Neil was ordained, like his mother later, and Guy devoted
his working life to the study of the human cell. Tragically Simon died in 1972.
Pattie initially qualified and worked as a Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary, but
women priests came on the scene in time for her to be ordained, a role she was
destined for. In her quiet way she trained to become ordained, and her parents
knew nothing of it until she told them, to their great admiration and delight, of her
first qualification on that road. Pattie was later described by a friend as “the best
argument I know for women priests.” Pattie was ordained deacon in 1999, and
priest in 2000.
In Buckland Pattie was, at the centre of church and community. In addition to all
the normal duties of a priest she led Housegroups in Buckland and Betchworth for
many years. The detailed research she carried out on the different subjects, from
the History of Christianity to Christians with Attitude, brought a greater
understanding of faith to all in the group. She used to visit old people’s homes in
the area and read the Bible to them. Before ordination she ran the Sunday School,
which is how many of us first came into contact with her, and in latter years she
held evening prayer services in church on Tuesdays.
Pattie always delivered excellent sermons with her wise words and wrote lovely
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pieces for the Parish Magazine. She could, however, be forthright on occasion.
She wrote controversial pieces in the Magazine on the subject of same-sex
marriage and the secondment of Carol Coslett to Merstham.

A D Hazeltine at

Betchworth Forge

Carol Coslett writes: “Pattie left me a folder entitled ‘So the Rector will know
what gaps need to be filled’. She wrote in it: ‘Perhaps in years to come I shall be
remembered as “you know…. that candle woman!” I have lots of instructions
about candles! She prepared St Mary’s for the next service whether she was
taking it or not: she respected the liturgy and loved the sacrament.”

The Street, Betchworth, Surrey
Tel: 01737 844846 Mob: 07773 267683

Fax: 01306 502725
e.mail: r.hazeltine@ntlworld.com
Wrought iron work, welding,
fabrication and repairs

Your Traditional
Community Local

Fire Grates, Backs and Accessories
Hoods a Speciality







Re-handling of garden tools
Re-sharpening of shears
Commissions Undertaken

Gates & Railings

Serving steaks, fish, and traditional fare
Casual any-time eating seven days a week
Sunday roasts
B&B - 6 large en-suite bedrooms

Secluded gardens

01737 - 843336

Helen Burnett writes: “Over ten years ago Pattie decided to start a quiet but
determined one-woman campaign to encourage me to explore my vocation. Her
belief in me created a ripple where there was a mere droplet or inkling in my own
heart. Implicit in all she ever said to me was a fundamental understanding of what
was entailed in bringing up children and the importance of family, and so she
never attempted to intrude on my existing work but wanted me to be ready to open
the door into a new vocation when the time was right. I am so lucky to have
experienced her love and encouragement and I am so sad that she will be
observing my ordination from the heavens and not from a pew in the cathedral!”
Pattie’s calligraphy was always a delight to see and to read. She made up the
Marriage Register for all weddings, which was no small task, but meant they look
like state records fresh from the Garter King of Arms. She was always able to use
her art talent, whether it be drawings in the order of service or her beautiful
writing to be found on numerous posters.
Her sense of humour was delightful: her generosity put the Good Samaritan in the
shade! Pattie had great resolve. Within only the last couple of years she was
asked to give a talk at an evening service in Christchurch, Brockham. She found
herself fronting a full contemporary Worship Band and clearly out of her comfort
zone. Yet, she took it in her stride and was loved by all. They hung on her every
word.
She did so much behind the scenes that many people were unaware of. She
worked so hard for Buckland church and its community. She always seemed to be
cooking, providing lifts, washing tea towels as well as using her remarkable
pastoral skills for the benefit of the community.
Among her many voluntary activities, Pattie was a long and loyal committee
member of the Buckland One World Group and a strong supporter of its core
charity, Money for Madagascar. Her contributions were always wise and helpful,
with many good ideas for speakers. She also organised, for many years, the Royal
British Legion and Christian Aid collections in the village.
Pattie’s departure from earthly life will leave a large gap in so many lives. She
was a wonderful and wise person in what she did, and who she was. She worked
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hard and uncomplainingly in the parish and at the church. She was always
someone who would help you if you had lost your way. Many people poured
their hearts out to her over the years. She would quietly listen, advise and then
enable you to get your life back on track.

T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N

Pattie will, I am sure, be remembered for being gracious, quiet and unassuming,
always ready with hands outstretched, to say a warm thank you - a gesture that we
all appreciated. I understood humility through Pattie - what she said, and perhaps
more importantly, what she did not say.

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs

Pattie was “an almost perfect human being” in the words of one parishioner.
“She was a saint, shining and unassuming”. (The Dorking Advertiser (10th
December, page 25) has already ‘canonised’ Pattie. She would have been amused
at this.)

PICTURE FRAMING
* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *
* CANVAS PRINTING *

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm

* FREE COLLECTION *
* AND DELIVERY SERVICE *

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS
CALL 01737 222424

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk

Te l 01737 843533

B. Blake
Builder and Decorator

The Revd. Kate Capper writes: “When I came to Betchworth and Buckland
one of the highlights for me was to work alongside Pattie. Pattie was the gentlest
and most humble priest I have ever met and I appreciated and benefitted from her
wisdom and generosity. She was self-effacing yet able to give advice when
needed and always eager to serve others quietly. I shall miss her!”

For all aspects of building,
decorating and property
maintenance
Call for free estimates
TEL 01293 776218 MOB 07776131611

May she rest in peace and rise in glory
The funeral service for Pattie was held on 18th December in St.Michael’s
Betchworth with The Rt. Revd Jonathan Clark presiding. The church was full
with family, friends, members from church congregations, and many from the
local community. The service took the form of a Eucharist, and included music
that was particularly chosen for the occasion, Including “Be thou my Vision” by
Bob Chilcott, sung by the combined parish choirs and the anthem “And I saw a
New Heaven” by Edgar Bainton sung by four Lay Clerk’s from Guildford
Cathedral. A very moving and personal address was given by her son Revd Neil
Vigers.
On the 17th December a candlelight vigil had been held in Buckland church using
much of the liturgy that Pattie so often used in evening services. Her four
children and grandchildren all were involved in the service paying tribute to
someone so much loved.

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

Do you need child care?

Pattie was buried in St Mary’s churchyard in the grave of her husband Simon
Vigers, who died on 8th January 1972.

www.childminderbrockham.co.uk

Kelly Neale

Donations in honour of Pattie are to go towards the work of St Christopher’s
Hospice, c/o Sherlock Funeral Services, Trellis House, 190, South street,
Dorking, Surrey, RH4 2 ES.
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THE BISHOP OF SOUTHWARK’S LENT CALL 2016

Chris
Long

S u pe r b pr o fe s s i o n a l c l e a n i n g o f
C a r p e ts , U p h o l s te r y , C u r t a i n s a n d
L e a th e r . A l s o O r i e n t a l R u g s a n d
G u a r ds m a n A n ti -S t a i n P r o te c ti o n







S p o t s t a in a n d O d o u r r e m o v a l






L e a t h e r c l e a n in g s p e c ia lis t s
F la m e r e t a r d in g
D u s t m it e r e d u c t io n s e r v ic e
A ll w o r k f u lly in s u r e d a n d g u a r a n t e e d

F o r a f r e e , n o o b l i g a t i o n q u o t a ti o n
c a ll tod a y

GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811

FREEPHO NE
0 808 1 44 90 71

Divisionclean
10+ years experience & family run
business. Offering a very high
standard cleaning and property
maintenance service based in South
Holmwood, Dorking.
divisionclean@gmail.com

01306 710 412 / 07925 477 997



MW
OODS

CONSTRUCTION
TOTAL BUILDINGSERVICES
LOCALANDRELIABLE
DIRECT. 07703737599
OFFICE.01737843981
M
W
OODS.CONSTRUCTION@
HOTM
AIL.COM

The theme for the Bishop’s appeal to his Diocese for this year’s Lent giving is
‘Caring for the Whole Person’. He has selected existing charities from the Diocese
itself, from Zimbabwe which has four Anglican Diocese, all supported by
Southwark Diocese, and from the Holy land.
Within the Diocese we are asked to support three centres working with the
disadvantaged, mentally handicapped and the marginalised in society which
includes refugees and asylum seekers.
In the Holy land the Bishop has selected an Episcopal School in Ramallah and the
Vocational Technological and training centre attached to it. It is an important part
of the philosophy. Children from both Muslims and Christian communities are
educated together, as are boys and girls. There are three classes a week on
Christianity and Islam and all students attend assembly together to build
understanding and links across the communities. The Bishop has picked out two
hospitals one in Nablus and one in the Gaza strip. Both are in need of financial
aid, and the one in the Gaza strip, the only hospital there for rehabilitation for
those with disabilities, has been bombed and needs to be rebuilt.
In Zimbabwe pursuing the ideal that caring for the whole person includes
education and healthcare but also employment, the diocese will support education
and healthcare, farming and capacity building, as well as supporting the building
of new churches and rectories.
Details of these projects will be displayed in Buckland and Betchworth churches.
Please help both churches in their efforts to raise funds for the projects by coming
to the lent Lunches in both parishes which will dedicate their collections to the
Bishop’s appeal .Lent lunches are a friendly gathering to share a frugal lunch
together and meet up with old friends and new.

LENT COURSE 2016
please note change of starting time
When the Time Comes....a conver sation about the end of life
This year's Lent Course will give the opportunity to explore together our feelings
about death and dying from a Christian perspective, to talk about our own
experiences and to look at different ways in which we can be supported.

Barrie 07710 328848
E: info@bc-carpentry.co.uk
W: bc-carpentry.co.uk

The meetings will take place on 17th and 24th February at 4:30pm in Buckland
Reading Room. For those who cannot make those dates a longer meeting on 5th
March will br ing together mater ial fr om both the Febr uar y dates in one
meeting. The March date will be dependent on interest and at a venue to be
agreed. The course will be lead by Helen Burnett, David Eaton and Linda Slater.
Further information from Linda Slater 01737 844632 david.slater2@tiscali.co.uk
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LENT LUNCHES FEBRUARY-MARCH 2016

Get your ironing straight

Friday Lent Lunches will run from 12-2pm on the dates below. Please put the
dates in your diary! You can pop in any time during this time for a frugal lunch:
soup, bread, etc. A chance to catch up with friends and meet new ones. Donations
go towards the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call (details in the magazine).
Many thanks to those who have offered to host these lunches. Please ring the
relevant number, details below, if you need directions or to tell the hostess that
you are coming.
12th February

Hilary Ely

01737
769108

The Hamilton
Room

19th February

Sara Smart

01737
242285

Little Santon
Farm
Trumpet Hill
Reigate RH2 8QY

26th February

Christine Pharo
-Tomlin

01306
611247

Peverel
Shellwood Road
Leigh
RH2 8NX

11th March

Marion Hallett

01737
844797

West Cottage
Old Road
Betchworth
RH3 7DS

18th March

Eiluned Slot

01737
842010

The Red House
Old Reigate Road
Betchworth RH3
7DR

One offs or
regular collection
For an efficient and reliable service
carried out by professionals

Call Mandy on
(01737) 842988

DOMESTIC – COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL
Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating
Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting
Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work

For Free Advice and Estimates call:
01737 843844 or 07850 563091

Friday 4th March is Women’s World Day of Prayer, and there will be no Lent
Lunch in Betchworth on that day.
Please consider
supporting Women’s World Day of Prayer by attending the
daytime service – full details of time, place and theme in the
Parish Magazine.
Linda Slater
ESTABLISHED 1865– OUR 150th YEAR!
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LENT QUIET DAY
For The Upper Mole Group of Churches 20th February 10am-3pm
The Ark, Church Lane, Okewood Hill, Surrey RH5 5QT Led by: Rev’d Sue
Weakley
To book a place please contact Sue on:revsueweakley@btinternet.com, or 07887
888372
Donation of £5 per person to cover costs please.
Bring your own packed lunch. Tea and coffee will be provided
For further details see the leaflets at the back of e church
WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
This is an international, ecumenical, prayer movement that invites women, from
a different part of the world each year, to prepare a worship service through
which their hopes and fears for their country may be brought before the whole
world in prayer. On Friday 4 March an estimated 3 million people in over
170 countries and islands will gather to observe the day of prayer, using an
order of service written by Christian women in Cuba and translated into over 60
languages and 1000 dialects. In the British Isles alone over 6,000 services will
be held. The day begins as the sun rises over the island of Samoa and continues
until it sets off the coast of American Samoa, some 35 hours later. The theme
‘Receive children. Receive me’ reflects St Mark’s Gospel, chapter 10 verses 13
-16, which is the focus of the service and a reminder that everyone is a child of
God and equally worthy of our love and respect. The Republic of Cuba is the
largest Caribbean island, located at the entrance of the Gulf of Mexico and
called ‘the Key to the Gulf’. Politically at odds with the USA, Cuba suffered
greatly due to the economic embargo imposed upon it in 1960 but has found
strength within itself to move on and overcome many of its problems. This is
not a day of prayer just for women - everyone is welcome to attend the service
and for further information and resources, please see the WWDP website:
www.wwdp.org.uk.
“Praying For Cuba” Service for the Upper Mole Group
On Friday 4th March at St Bartholomew Church, Leigh you are invited to a
Service at 10.30 followed by coffee and refreshments
CHURCH COLLECTIONS 2015 DECEMBER
Collections £2175
Donations and sales £148
Total £2323 (of which Gift Aided £1021)
Collections at Christmas services (Carol Service, Crib Service, Midnight Parish
Communion and Christmas Morning Parish Communion) came to £1663.
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CHRISTINGLE SERVICES
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY

AND

Local Services

COLLECTIONS

FOR

THE

On behalf of the Children’s Society, I would like to thank everyone who
attended the Christmas Services, Christingle assemblies at North Downs Primary
School, and collected for the Children’s Society in the little candle boxes.
Christingle services are one of the main fund raising events for the Children’s
Society, providing vital funds with which they are able to support young people
and families in difficult situations. Many young people face the future without
the loving support of their parents. In cases where families break-up through
work changes, illness and depression mean that parents can no longer provide
support. The Children’s Society can assist, by providing a mentor that the young
person can take their problems to. They also provide assistance for families
coming to this country without speaking English, and for children being bullied
at school.
Your support has raised:
From North Downs Primary School £312-84p,St Michael’s Christingle service
£127-87 and fr om the Crib and other ser vices £300.00, and fr om St Mar y’s
services £335.00, an amazing total of £1075-71p.

Friendly, Local, Professional Service
All types of tree work undertaken:
Pruning / Felling
We offer an efficient personal service to
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners:
Hedgerow Management
* Routine Servicing * Overhauls * Restoration *
Stump Removal
* Full Coachwork Facilities * Storage *
Planting Design and Planting
Carried
out to the highest standard by our fully
Logs Supplied
trained technicians

Call us for a free consultation and
estimate:
Tel: 01306 611661
Mobile: 07940 197911

Always a fine selection of Chosen Rolls-Royce
and Bentley motor cars for sale
ADVICE IS FREE ~ JUST CALL
Tel: 01737 844999
Station Road, Betchworth,
Surrey, RH3 7BZ

www.royceservice.co.uk

Margaret Miller Children’s Society Co-ordinator for Buckland and Betchworth
MESSY CHRISTINGLE SERVICE ST MICHAEL’S DEC 2015
Once a year, it’s time to celebrate Christingle, and a collection of household
objects becomes the focus for our understanding of Christmas, and so it was –
Carol and Helen along with the Music Group celebrated this lovely tradition, with
a group of happy children who had brought their parents to church to learn once
again, the magic of the orange, the ribbon and the candle. In the Church of
England, the West Midlands branch of the Children’s Society held one of the first
known Christingle services, at Lincoln Cathedral in 1968. Up to 1,500 attended
this first service, and the Children’s Society has supported and encouraged
Christingles ever since. Today, there are Christingle services throughout the
country, and over a million pounds was raised in 2014. St Michael’s also
contributed generously to the Children’s Society, but not before our young
choristers had beautifully sung Away in a Manger and Little Donkey. The crib, a
few metres away at the altar presented not just a Donkey and a Manger, but also
the finely dressed magi worshipping a small baby, born into poverty. This must
have been quite breathtaking! Even these wealthy mystics were not above
worshipping God’s Son, reminding us that Jesus subverts our tradition and our
hierarchy. Christingle - not just a pretty symbol, but a reminder of a God whom
even kings worship.

The Dolphin Inn,
Betchworth
 Traditional 17th Century Pub
 Seasonal, freshly made food
 Superb real ales
 Beautiful beer garden
 Open log fires
 Summer BBQs
 Tel: 01737 842288
 E-mail: dolphin@youngs.co.uk
 www.dolphinbetchworth.com

Tom Briscombe
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DAVID BOWIE 1947 - 2016

There is something quite poignant about the picture above… It certainly resonates
with me, not just that I have lived with my namesake ‘Major Tom’ for many years,
but also, in collaboration with others through the playing of Space Oddity.
In January last month, people around the world were saddened by the news that
music legend David Bowie had died of cancer. There have been many tributes
from many sources which have centred on his music and how it has helped us to
grapple with the mysteries of life, love and joy. It is interesting how Ziggy
Stardust his fifth studio album ends with death as a consequence of fame, yet
Lazarus his last and recently released album is different. The song’s theme is death
and dying, a reminder that we are not immortal, yet Bowie is wanting to cross the
threshold, he begins “Look up here I’m in heaven”…” I’m so high it makes my
brain whirl”. He is reaching out for life on the very threshold of death. Perhaps,
like Lazarus in the Gospel of John, he sees himself dying in the prime of his life,
and yet, through Jesus he can be set ‘free’ - surely not just a reminder of the
fragility of life, but an opportunity for us all to think afresh about mortality: about
the reality of death, the struggle and the joy and the resurrection of Jesus.
David Bowie’s religious convictions and faith will go with him, but those
Christians amongst us will be heartened to learn from Anna Doble at Newsbeat
that Bowie’s Twitter account had been making connections right up to his death –
he followed several news outlets, journalist and in particular the popular Word of
God account. – REST IN PEACE.
Tom Briscombe
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MUSIC IN DORKING
4th at 6.45, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
4th 11th 18th 25th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Aviva social club, £18-21, 07415
815784
6th at 5.00, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Nicolas, Great Bookham, £12,
01306 877176
6th at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free, 01306 884229
13th at 2.30, Puccini concert screening at Dorking Halls, £16.50, 01306 881717
21st at 3.00, Heath string quartet at Dorking Halls, £20, 01306 740619
DORKING MUSEUM IN FEBRUARY
February Diary
Family Activities: Saturday, February 20th, ‘Shops in Dorking’ – Can you find
the shops that were here when your grandparents were little? Look at old adverts
and photos to find out how shopping has changed in Dorking. Make a shop in a
box from times gone by. Drop in at any time between 2pm and 3.30pm. Ideal for
families with children up to age ten. Free with regular Museum entry.
Group bookings are welcome for our Guided Walks of Dorking and Museum
tours, by appointment – please see the website or contact
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk.

Dorking Museum is at The Old Foundry, 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk and on Facebook and Twitter. Tel: 01306 876591
BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS

Do something amazing! Save a life this month! Blood donations can be given
in the area as follows:10th and 23rd February, 2016, 1400-16.30 and 17.30-20.00 at the Mobile unit,
Dorking halls.
For further details ring 08457 711711 or visit www.blood.co.uk

Small Ads
LOOKING FOR A GREAT BETCHWORTH PAINTER?
Professional and friendly painter seeks one or two new local clients to add to my
happy list of regulars! Excellent quality, excellent rates and fully
insured. Great references. Graham Edwards (m) 07585 907215 (email)
graham.s.edwards2@btinternet.com
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PARISH PROFILE
Name: Hilar y Edwar ds (our new Parish Councillor)
How long have you lived in the area? I moved her e
‘temporarily’ in 1992 – Betchworth is a bit of a honey pot!
Originally from? Bath
Family? Husband Gr aham, son Alfie – almost 18, and a
very enthusiastic black Labrador called Ted – known well
locally for all the wrong reasons!
What’s for breakfast? Por r idge, fr uit and tea
What do you do for a living? I manage live events – feel
lucky to be paid for something I really enjoy!
What makes you happy? Watching the sun go down on a Cor nish beach with
good company and a chilled bottle of white
Tell us something about yourself that not many people know. I used to fly for
fun, but gave up when landing on an unreasonably short runway - final memories
‘Kilo Delta break, break, break’!
What would you take to a Desert Island? Bear Gr ylls
Music: Soul - I am a Tamla Motown child!
One luxury: Fr iends and family - together
Book: Anything by Kate Atkinson
A JOKE FOR FEBRUARY
Br other J ohn enter ed a Tr appist Monaster y of Silence. The abbot said to
him: "Brother, as you know, this is a silent monastery and you are welcome here
as long as you like, but you may not speak until I direct you to do so."
Brother John lived in the monastery for a full year before the Abbot said to him:
"Brother John, you have been here a year now, you may speak two words."
Brother John said, "Hard Bed."
"I'm sorry to hear that" said the Abbot. "We will get you a better bed."
The next year, Brother John was called by the Abbot.
"You may say another two words Brother John."
"Cold Food." said Brother John, and the Abbot assured him that the food would
be better in the future.
On his third anniversary at the monastery, the Abbot again called Brother John to
him.
"Today you may say another two words"
"I Quit." said Brother John.
"Well...It’s probably best," said the Abbot. "You’ve done nothing but complain
since you’ve been here!
Parish Magazine

13

Betchworth - February 2016

Church Reports and Notices

Local Reports and Notices

ARCHDEACON OF REIGATE TO RETIRE
It was announced on Christmas Eve that the Venerable Danny Kajumba,
Archdeacon of Reigate is to retire from 23 February. There will be a chance to
say goodbye to Danny at his Farewell Service, which will be held on Tuesday 8
March at St Matthew' s, Redhill. The ser vice will star t at 7.30pm and will be
followed by a reception
There will be a farewell collection for Danny. If parishes would like to
contribute, cheques should be made payable to 'South London Church Fund' and
sent to Heather Cassidy, Finance Department at Trinity House. Please mark
cheques 'Archdeacon of Reigate' on the back.

TOWARDS A DEMENTIA FRIENDLY CHURCH
Saturday 6 February, 9.30am-1pm, Holy Trinity Upper Tooting
For nearly 4 years Holy Trinity Church has offered a monthly service for those
living with dementia and worked in partnership with the Alzheimer's Society,
alongside raising awareness of dementia issues within the congregation. This
learning event will offer insights from that experience with practical information
and theological reflection…
Booking: friendlychurch@holytrinityuppertooting.org.uk Holy Trinity Church is
on Trinity Rd near Tooting Bec underground station.

MELVIN HUGHES
At the end of 1995, the PCC of St Michael’s appointed Melvin Hughes as
Organist and Choirmaster. In February 1996 he took up the appointment, and so
this month we are celebrating his twenty years in the post. Throughout that time
Melvin has committed himself to excellence of music and worship in St
Michael’s. He has built and led a dedicated and enthusiastic choir at the heart of
our worship, and steered the church through the challenge of raising funds for and
commissioning a superb new organ. (The old organ showed its first signs of
failure at Melvin’s audition all those years ago, and his skill and resourcefulness
in dealing with it told strongly in his favour!)

DORKING MUSEUM IN FEBRUARY
February Diary
Family Activities: Saturday, February 20th, ‘Shops in Dorking’ – Can you
find the shops that were here when your grandparents were little? Look at old
adverts and photos to find out how shopping has changed in Dorking. Make a
shop in a box from times gone by. Drop in at any time between 2pm and
3.30pm. Ideal for families with children up to age ten. Free with regular
Museum entry.
Group bookings are welcome for our Guided Walks of Dorking and Museum
tours, by appointment – please see the website or contact
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk.

Dorking Museum is at The Old Foundry, 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk and on Facebook and Twitter. Tel: 01306 876591
LEITH HILL PLACE

As well as conservation work, we have been organising concerts,
both formal and informal (more information on our website), as
well as special days for Mothering Sunday and Easter. On
Sunday 6th March, mums and gr andmas accompanied by
their children can get in to the house free (up to two free entries
for a family group). What better way to celebrate the day than
with a cream tea at Leith Hill Place? Dogs on leads are welcome. No booking
required.
The Easter bank holiday weekend (25th to 28th March inclusive) will featur e a
musical Easter trail in the garden from 11am to 4pm, with an Easter egg prize for
every child. £3 per trail; normal admission charges apply if you wish to enter the
house and access further facilities. No booking required. Your four-legged friend
can come too, as long as Rover stays on the lead and doesn’t eat the eggs!
We look forward to welcoming you to Leith Hill Place.

Thank you, Melvin, for your skill and talent, your energy and encouragement, for
enjoyable choir practices and the beautiful music we learn; and for your
commitment to St Michael’s in the past, present and future.
Hilary Ely

CONFETTI
Our grateful thanks to all those people who have kindly saved their roses and
other flower petals, enabling us to raise £280 from the sale of confetti in 2015.
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Church Reports and Notices

Local Reports and Notices
BROCKWOOD MEDICAL PRACTICE

THANK YOU

NHS England have just made a decision that North Holmwood residents will
have no local dispensary or pharmacy and will have to travel to Dorking or
further afield to get their medication. We find this decision bizarre and ridiculous.
They have not made this decision to save money as they will have to pay for the
service anyway but it takes away the local service.

On Sunday January 10th at the Iona Service we sang these words:

This decision is going to be appealed and we would urge you to write with your
views to add weight to change this decision. We are told that patients writing
letters will each have their letters read and considered as part of the appeal.

The depth of support I felt from both parishes over the death of my mother and
during her funeral was quite extraordinary. The sheer power of the love both
implicit and explicit from the benefice was such a support to me during those
difficult days and I wanted to make a public affirmation of what the two
congregations have and how precious that is.

Background

We have run a dispensary in North Holmwood Surgery since 1950s and this has
been a fantastic service for the patients of the surgery. Last year NHS England
received an application from a predatory pharmacist (Imaan Ltd) who wanted to
open up a pharmacy in North Holmwood (that would result in the closure of the
dispensary). This triggered NHS England reviewing the character of the area and
it decided that the North Holmwood area should be changed from being
considered as rural to being considered urban. We appealed that decision and lost
the appeal. That decision cannot be challenged and means that the dispensary in
the surgery must close after a transition period.
The practice arranged for a pharmacy application to be made through Winslow
Community Services Ltd that would be integrated within the existing surgery
premises.NHS England has therefore had two pharmacy applications for North
Holmwood to consider and have just announced their decision to turn down both
applications. This will leave the village with neither a dispensary nor a pharmacy.
Appeal

The decision to refuse our pharmacy application can be appealed and we would
request as many local residents as possible to write your own letter to NHS
Litigation Authority, 1 Trevelyan Square, Leeds, LS1 6HP. If you want to
support our appeal which will deliver a local pharmacy integrated within the
surgery then quote “Winslow Community Services Appeal against the Refusal of
the Application to Open a Pharmacy in North Holmwood”. Please write as soon
as possible but no later than 5 February 2016.

I will share your joy and sorrow
Till we’ve seen this journey through……………

Cards and emails flooded in, not from people I particularly socialise with. The
friendship formed out of shared worship is of a different nature and quality to that
forged elsewhere, it is a true sharing of life in Christ. Trying to fathom out how
that works without becoming overly pious is hard to do. I certainly feel that
prayer is a part of that; I find it hard to articulate what prayer is about. I certainly
wouldn’t subscribe to prayer as a ‘wish list for God’ but I know I pray for those in
trouble and I know that in my troubles I was strengthened by your prayers.
Operating within a community where everyone knows what you are going
through even though it may not be spoken about feels safe, nothing has to be
explained, the death and bereavement just ‘is’ and that knowledge makes one feel
cared for without a word being said.
Our Lent Course, as detailed by David in his letter, will be an opportunity to
discuss our own and the church’s attitude to death and dying. I certainly feel that
our two congregations have a lot to offer this topic and have lived out the gospel
in their care for me, for Rhona, for Pattie’s family and for each other in the past
two months.
I can only observe with sadness that those who live without, rather than within, a
strong faith community are the poorer for it when it comes to bereavement.
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.

(Hymn 604 Ancient and Modern)

If you can explain your own personal position and the impact it will have on your
life then that would be the strongest testimony. So if you do not have access to a
car or getting to Dorking is difficult or you have a disability then please tell them
about what this means for you.

So thank you to all who supported me and the family before during and after the
events surrounding my mother’s death. We were touched by every single gesture
and word you offered.

Thank you in anticipation of your support.

Helen Burnett, Steve, Samuel, Frederick, Roland and Alfred Carter.
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Village Reports and Notices
BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
Firstly thank you to everyone who has given me a warm welcome as I have taken
over from Jacquie as clerk of the parish council. She will be a hard act to follow,
and I would like to thank her for all the support she has given me over the
handover period.
This year we celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday, and Betchworth will be joining
in with events across the country on 12th June with a “Crazy Crown” themed tea
on Goulburn Green. Save the date in your diary now and watch out for more
news as plans progress. If you would like to get involved please let Hilary
Edwards know on email: hilary@egilive.com or telephone: 07880 817072.
In March we will be having our first litter pick of the year on Saturday 19th
March, or ganised by our Footpaths Officer , J ohn For eman.

Local Reports and Notices
BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY
Brockham Choral Society will be performing ' From Sea to Sky' on Saturday
12th March 7.30 pm in St Mar tin' s Chur ch, Dor king.
With Amy Bebbington conducting, the programme will include music from
Vaughan-Williams, Parry, Stanford, Ireland and Assersohn.
Tickets £10 purchased in advance £12 on the door and £5 under 25s in full-time
education available online at www.brockhamchoral.org/tickets or contact Maria
Chadwick c/o Michael Frith 40 South Street, Dorking
RH4 1UX Tel 01306 882728.
MEET DORKING’S NEWEST CHOIR
inChoir meets each Thursday in Crossways Community
Baptist Church, Junction Road from 10.30-12.00. We offer a
free taster session, so come along and give us a try!

Please come along and help, we will be meeting at the north end of Goulburn
Green (i.e., by the road to The Walled Garden) at 10.30am. Litter pickers and
high-vis jackets will be available, please wear sturdy shoes and if you have
gardening gloves or similar do bring them to protect your hands. We get £1 from
Mole Valley District Council for every bag collected so the more we can collect
the better!
We are also making good progress with our plans for play equipment to be
installed on Goulburn Green. On 6th January the Development Control
Committee at Mole Valley agreed to modify the legal agreement of ownership to
allow a slide and swing to be installed in the corner of the green. This means
that once the legalities are completed, the installation can take place.
Adria Kinloch

GORDON HILL
Rhona and all the family would like to express their heartfelt thanks for all the
many cards, offers of help and kind words of sympathy following their recent
sudden ,sad loss of Gordon.. He was a greatly loved husband, father, grandfather
and great grandfather. It was overwhelming to see so many people in the church
for the funeral and we really appreciated the love and support. Living in
Betchworth for 34 years he had so many good friends, colleagues and neighbours.
He touched so many hearts.
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Did you know that singing is good for your health? It's true! By joining inChoir,
you are looking after your wellbeing! Our sessions are full of fun and laughter,
alongside singing beautiful arrangements of a whole range of uplifting modern
songs. From The Beach Boys and Andrew Lloyd Webber to Daft Punk and Bruno
Mars, and anything in between.
Our Dorking choir opened in summer 2015, but we have nearly 800 members
across 12 adult choirs in 10 locations! Whether you have only sung in the shower,
performed your whole life or have never sung a note; all are welcome. There is no
need to read music or learn words and all performances are optional. We operate a
"pay as go you" option so there is no need to pay termly in advance unless you
choose to do so.
If you wish to perform, we offer many opportunities both locally and further
afield, often joining several branches of inChoir together and raising money for
charity.
We have recently returned from Boston and have several exciting projects coming
up, most notably a recording session at Abbey Road in November! We will be
recording a Christmas single to raise money for Children in Need, with the single
available to download from iTunes. Details will be on our website, Facebook and
Twitter pages so make sure you follow us for updates.
You can sign up online at www.inchoir.co.uk, call 01342 760078 in advance or
just come along. We look forward to seeing you there!
Sheena Boyce
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Village Reports and Notices

Local Reports and Notices
BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
January arrived in style with storms from the Atlantic and unusually mild
weather, which confused the plants in our gardens – daffodils in January!!
Over the next few months the Society has arranged talks with some interesting
speakers, who will share their expertise and knowledge in a variety of subjects,
Our first speaker is Angela, who has an avid interest in ‘birds of prey’.Angela is
deeply involved in village life in Brockham and is keen to share her passion
The talk will take place on Monday February 15th 2016 at the Brockham
Recreational Hall, Middle Street, Brockham at 7.30pm.
Entrance fee £3. All member s and non - members are welcome.
BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB - 18 FEBRUARY
Our next meeting on 18 February will be card making with Kim
Purser. Toolbox and PVA glue required other materials to be
supplied by Kim at cost.
Do come and join us – we meet in the Brockham Recreation
Ground Pavilion at 7.15 pm. Contact Ann Meadows01737 842934

THE HUB
We are going to be promoting and working hard to help you find ways to combat
the January
Blues in aid of National Beat the Monday Blues Day that takes place
on the 18th January.
Come along to our Monday Blues Day at Hub Dorking to find out how we can
work together to beat you January Blues.
Volunteers will be available to answer any enquiries you may have about
independent living, including benefits, advocacy, housing, carer support,
independent living equipment, Direct Payments and much more. We will be
looking for ways to help you best those blues.
Hub Dorking promotes peoples’ independence through providing information,
access to advice and signposting to services for disabled people, older people,
carers and families. If you would like any more information please do not
hesitate to get in contact with Nicole Lau on 0130 688 6280 or
info@thehubdorking.org.uk

NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL
February marks the midpoint of the school year and
heralds the start of lighter mornings and evenings.
School days are now much extended with some children
starting at a Breakfast club at 8.00 a.m. as well as
attending after school care ‘Moles Club’ until 6.00 p.m.
This results in those children starting and ending school
whilst it is still dark so February offers a welcome return
to longer hours of daylight. In addition, many of our children attend a variety of
after-school clubs that usually extend their school day by an extra hour or so.
At North Downs we believe it is important for our children to gain an appreciation
of the lives of children who are not so fortunate. The members of our school
council have already been very active in their fundraising this school year and so
far have raised a total of £673.21 for Children in Need, Macmillan Cancer Support
and Save the Children, who had a particular focus on supporting families at
Christmas time.

As the term progresses the children will be learning about the Chinese New Year
of the Monkey as well as looking forward to Easter with all the usual Easter
activities.
Jane Douglass, Headteacher

North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh
Village

THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in Betchworth &
BucklandThursday 11th February

GATTON PARK EVENTS - MARCH 2016
Sun 6th March Gardens & Park Open
Park and gardens open all afternoon, bird hide open, free guided tours and
free activities for children, including the Wild Things play trail. Free geocaching trail for families.
Special 2 for 1 offer on entry for members of the Surrey Hills Society.
1-5pm Cost: Adults £4 children free
(Sat 19th March Quiz Night
A highlight of the year! Bring your favourite tipple and join in the fun!
Teams of up to 6 people. Booking essential.
7.30pm Cost: £10 per head (including supper)
Parish Magazine
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QUIZ & PIE NIGHT. BETCHWORTH MEMORIAL HALL,
Station Road 7.30 prompt
Tickets: members £11 non-members £13
Advance booking essential Fiona Brindley
01737 841005
Email: betchworthandbucklandevents@gmail.com
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Village Reports and Notices
FARM DIARY
The weather has been so mild it comes as a bit shock when a few frosts and even
a couple of centimetres of snow appear, but these are good, as I think it gives
nature a bench mark if you like, to where they are in the year. It’s similar to the
end of the financial year for business, where you collect information, create
budgets and work out what can be achieved in the following year, and this is
what winter does for nature; a full stop under the previous year and a fresh start.
Freezing temperatures check back pests such as slugs and aphids and this gives
dormant crops a chance. Slugs have been a big problem on arable farms this
autumn and winter, the mild weather has given them chance to flourish and the
wet weather stops any application of slug pellets to control numbers, we did
manage to apply some in mid-October, which did the trick, but other farms have
had big problems with slugs.
The arable side of things on the farm has all stopped, nothing can be achieved
with water logged fields, so this highlights the ongoing maintenance of ditches
and drainage. We are going to dig some road side ditches, which have not been
dug for years, and shall be on the road probably causing havoc and being called
all sorts of things but needs must. I expect the council to turn up and explain
some wonderfully thought out rule that means we have to stop, spend hundreds
of pounds and go on a week training course, to get a certificate for what I don't
know, but I'm sure there will be something! The only thing with digging out
road side ditches is the litter, some years old, so a litter picking session maybe
on the cards, as you can see something like just digging a ditch is exactly like
opening a can of worms.
A local farmer Andy Jackman came across the most horrific sheep attack in the
second week of January. One of his flock had what could only be described as
having half of its face chewed off, still alive and standing Andy dispatched the
sheep as quick as he could. For someone’s dog to do this is bad enough but to
then leave and not notify anyone is beyond belief. The police are involved and
any information should be directed to them. This took place on the north side of
the A25 and railway line behind the cottages opposite ‘Franks’ yard. Dogs
should be kept under control at all times, whether that involves a lead is the
owner’s responsibility. Dogs that are hundreds of meters from their owners are
not under control, we often hear people calling for their dogs and the dog doesn't
give two hoots!
The cows are heavily pregnant now, the waiting and watching game has begun,
looking for expanding udders and strange behaviour. Fingers crossed for good
season, the midwife’s trolley has been kitted out - ear tags, gloves, antiseptic
sprays, ropes, lube and not forgetting colostrum, the most important part of the
first hours of life. Amongst other things it gives antibodies against disease which
could kill the calf within a week or two. We use a bought in colostrum with
which we stomach tube each calf within a couple of hours of birth. This allows
the calf some energy and time to get on its own four feet and get the real
colostrum off its mum. We then know every calf has had a first feed and any
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problems after that can be narrowed down quicker knowing it is not colostrum
related.
On a local note, community spirit came in to its own at ‘Strood Green’ when the
heavens opened and the drains ‘closed’, and when I say ‘closed’ I mean blocked,
what with who knows, probably a professionally laid gas pipe or an expensive
fibre optic cable or even a water main! (It may even be hedge clippings from
locally cut hedges someone said) Whatever, the council need to sort it out, and
fast. There was talk of locals digging up the path and fixing the problem, but
apparently this is criminal damage to the highway, so I suggest everyone grabs a
spade, as many people as possible and dig a bit of ‘highway’ and fix the
problem, they can't nick everyone!
Martin
PEBBLECOMBE – BETCHWORTH’S EVENING W.I.
After a busy year celebrating the centenary of the National Federation of
Women's Institutes we ended 2015 by planting a commemorative Red Windsor
apple tree on Betchworth Village Green,by invitation of the Parish Council.
The AGM, at which the committee were re-elected nem con, was followed by a
successful bring and buy sale with many a bargain snapped up. Beautifully
decorated tables and a colourful buffet ensured that our Christmas celebrations
went with a swing, as did the arms of the local church handbell ringers who
kindly provided us with beautiful festive music and persuaded members to have
a go. Ringing handbells and getting the notes in the right place demands great
concentration as the DIY volunteers soon discovered amidst much laughter. It
was a memorable evening, touched both with joy and sadness as we paid tribute
to our dear friend Gordon Hill, so strong a supporter of WI activities in the
village who with Rhona hosted our annual barbecue for many years.
We look forward to a varied programme of events in 2016 and thoroughly
enjoyed a fish and supper to mark the New Year. The next meeting is on
Thursday 4th February, 7.45 pm at the Hamilton Room with speaker Alison
Hoyland's fashion talk "Never Judge a Book by its Cover". Craft afternoons
resume on llth February, also at the Hamilton Room. Visitors are always
welcome. .
Pam Patch
FRIENDS OF BROOME PARK
The retiring collection from the BBCS concert in St Michaels Church on
Wednesday 16th December raised £582.37 for Friends of Broome Park.
On behalf of the Friends please accept our heartfelt gratitude for your generosity
and kindness......it is an amazing start to our fundraising for the single wheelchair
vehicle. Thank you.
Gaye Wickens
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