Local Services

Parish Letter—January 2017
Dear Everyone,

When you enter St Michael’s church you pass
the font. The font is there, near the entrance
to the building to remind us that we enter the
Christian Church through our baptism.
Near the font there is a very beautiful stained
glass window of a vigorous and even war-like
St. Michael, the patron of our church. His
arms, legs and feet are covered with scale
armour, and his tunic resembles that of a
Roman soldier except that it is made of gold
cloth. His golden belt with its elaborate ruby
clasp and his red cloak with its jeweled clasp,
add to the idea that, for the moment at least,
he is dressed for show rather than for battle. He cuts quite a figure with his blue
wings with peacock-like feathers. The sword he holds is curved like a middle
eastern flamed sword. His other hand points up to the crucifixion scene which is
surrounded by a crown of thorns, and on his head there is a diadem surmounted by
a jewelled cross.
The text reads He that overcometh shall inherit all things,(Rev 21.7) Beautiful
things like the roses and St Michael’s apparel are juxtaposed with armour, the
sword, and thorns to reinforce the message of the text. There is a war going on;
good will triumph, but only through suffering. The crucifixion for us is the
ultimate symbol of what human life is about: it is a war against evil which Jesus
has won, and into which we are recruited at our baptism.
There is another window next to the font, this time depicting the Holy Guardian
Angels. Each of the two angels looks with tenderness and care at the children
standing in front of them. In a smaller third panel, above the two angels, there is
an ark, for we are saved out of water, the water of baptism.
The angels, like the children, are standing firmly on the ground, which looks like a
rather comfortable English garden lawn with primroses and bluebells. Like the
children, the angels are barefoot. It all looks very homely, safe and comfortable.

The main text underneath reads Take heed that you despise not one of these little
ones. The rest of that verse in St Matthew’s gospel reads: for I tell you, in heaven
their angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven.
The angel on the left is holding a scroll which has the words Keep innocency and
take heed unto the thing that is right, from Psalm 37 - which continues with: for
that shall bring a man peace at the last. So in the one window we are challenged
to care for and protect the young, because they have a special connection with
God, and to nurture them and ourselves in innocence, for that relieves our anxiety
and brings us peace.
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The first Sunday in January commemorates the Circumcision and Naming of
Christ, his entry into the covenant of the Jewish people. The second Sunday in
January commemorates the Baptism of Christ by John in the river Jordan, the
beginning of our Lord’s ministry among us.
At the beginning of the year we might pause and consider our own baptism into
the Christian fellowship, with all the gifts of love and support that brings, as well
as the reminder that with St Michael we are at war with all that is not of God.
UPPER MOLE GROUP OF CHURCHES
Lent Course 7th March-3rd April 2017
Les Miserables - Another story must begin, by Jonathan Meyer
Advance Notice – full details will be in the February Magazine. Please put the
dates in your diary!
The Lent Course Les Miserables - Another story must begin was published in
2013. It was written by Jonathan Meyer, Priest in Charge of St Mary the Virgin,
Ewelme, in response to the filming that took place in his parish. (Ewelme in
South Oxfordshire was used as the residence of the Bishop of Digne in the film
of Les Miserables.)
The course will run for five consecutive Tuesday evenings meeting at 7.30
for an 8:00 pm star t at the following venues:
Session 1 (Fantine / Cosette)
7th
March
2017
Christ
Chur ch
Community Hall Brockham
Session 2 (Jean Valjean)
14th
March
2017
Christ
Chur ch
Community Hall Brockham
Session 3 (Bishop of Digne)21st March Buckland Reading Room
Session 4 (Javert)
28th March Emmanuel Chur ch Sidlow
Bridge
Session 5 (Redemption)
3rd April Chr ist Chur ch Community Hall
Brockham
Prior to the course running there will be a full screening of the film Les
Miserables starring Russell Crowe, Eddie Redmayne, Anne Hathaway and Hugh
Jackman at Brockham Community Church Hall on the 3rd March at 19.15pm
The course is open to all - non-Christians, Enquirers, and Christians
If you would like to enrol for this course please contact:
Revd Dr Rob Kenyon
Tel:
07986
705654
email:
robfleckenyon3@gmail.com
Or Revd Canon Carol Coslett
Rector St Michaels Betchworth &
Buckland
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DOWNSVALE Nursing Home
Specialised, Professional Care
within a Homely Atmosphere
Downsvale is a Nursing Home set
in beautiful grounds with views to
Boxhill. The home offers those
seeking residence a friendly and
comfortable environment with 24
hour qualified nursing care.

Telephone:
Email:
Website:
Address:

01306 887652/883157
wendy@monarchcareltd.com
www.downsvale.co.uk
6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1PT

ZOE UNDERWOOD
PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR
Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service
Please call 07876 572624
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb

JANUARY SERVICES AT ST MARY’S AND ST MICHAEL’S

Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch

Date

1st January
New Year’s Day

20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7NB

Tel: 01737 844916

8th January
The Epiphany

Mobile: 07976 751277

15th January
2nd Sunday of
Epiphany

Funeral Directors &
Monumental Masons

SHERLOCK FUNERAL SERVICE
Family business
established over 100 years

TRELLIS HOUSE, 190 SOUTH
STREET, DORKING RH4 2ES
T el: 01306 882266
E-mail: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

22nd January
3rd Sunday of
Epiphany

St. Mary’s Buckland

St. Michael’s Betchworth

10:30am Joint Parish
Communion
9:30 Epiphany Parish
Communion

8am BCP Holy
Communion
11am Epiphany Parish
Communion**

8am BCP Holy
Communion
10:30am Joint Family
Service

5pm Choral Evensong

9:30 Parish
Communion

8am BCP Holy
Communion

Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity

3:00pm Service of
11am Parish
Solidarity for Christian Communion**
Unity

29th January
4th Sunday of
Epiphany

8am BCP Holy
Communion

10:30pm Joint Parish
Communion

Presentation of
Christ at the temple
Candlemas

5th February
9:30 Parish
4th Sunday before Communion
Lent

11am Parish
Communion**

**
Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even
if you are just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together
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WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2017
18th – 25th January
Join us for a special Service of Solidarity at 3pm on 22nd January St Mary the
Virgin Buckland to mark the 2017 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
This year’s materials have been produced by the churches in Germany, where
recent developments, particularly the reception of refugees and asylum seekers,
have begun to change the traditional balance and other Christian traditions are
finding expression. Whilst that which unites the churches is stronger than that
which divides, there are still areas of difference in which the churches remain
self-absorbed or construct new walls.
The theme for the week is Crossing Barriers and the text is from 2 Corinthians
5:14-20:
“For Christ’s love compels us… We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as
though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s
behalf: Be reconciled to God.”
These verses announce that God has, in Christ, reconciled the world to himself.
The love of Christ compels us to be ambassadors of this reconciliation, which is
enacted by dismantling the walls. With the fall of the Berlin Wall, Germany
experienced how a seemingly insurmountable wall could be brought down. The
fall of this wall is a symbol of hope that, with the love of God, nothing is
impossible.

CLEANING ROTA JANUARY 2017
DATE
CHANCEL
06-Jan

Mrs Ferrett

13-Jan

Mrs Armitage

20-Jan

Mrs North

27-Jan

Mrs Scotcher

03-Feb

Mrs Armitage

Parish Magazine
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Mrs Scotcher
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Mrs Ridley
Mrs Hollingworth
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SERVICE OF CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY
St. Mary’s, Buckland, 22nd January 2017 at 3pm
Are you a member of a club? Golf, bridge, sports, fishing, social, flower, choral
– whatever. Let’s assume so. Now, if a gang came into your club and started
terrorising your fellow members, telling them that they had to join a different
club or leave their homes or be killed in particularly gruesome ways and without
mercy I bet you would be very angry and upset, as a minimum. It may not feel
like it in idyllic Buckland, with it’s green and pond and wonderful community
atmosphere, but this is happening.
I don’t have the statistics, but it’s a pretty safe bet that the majority of people
who live in Buckland were christened. Also, most who are parents had their
children (and grandchildren) christened and there will be plenty who have stood
as Godparents. You may not think of it as such, but these acts, however long ago
and however seriously taken, have admitted you to a club which has 2.3 billion
members worldwide, about one third of humanity. OK, you may not have paid
any subscriptions lately or been to a meeting, but one of this club’s strengths is
being very forgiving and most members do want to put in an occasional
appearance at one of the club functions – weddings, christenings, funerals or a
special service after some terrible tragedy.
Across the world, in Iraq, Syria, Libya, Afghanistan, Yemen, Nigeria and other
parts of East and West Africa and even in western cities, where members expect
to feel safe, the Christian club is being attacked. Thousands are killed each year
simply because they belong to this club. If you are a member, however distant,
isn’t it time to support your club?
This doesn’t involve taking up arms, which is not advocated by the club’s Rules
Committee, but just standing up and being counted will help. We need a better
idea to fight an idea – bullets don’t work on ideas and, in any event, that isn’t the
Christian way. Our better idea is love, faith and hope, as adopted by the Bishop
of Southwark, of whose Diocese Buckland is a part. We have had 2,000 years to
get this idea right. Many people claimed Christianity along the way, but gave the
church some painful times, but I think we have now worked out what is best
practice. Just imagine how powerful a message it would be if all those people
who are club members throughout the United Kingdom actually joined together
to make the point that they want to show solidarity with their oppressed fellow
club members. It would make world news.
To give you a chance to do this at the local level (which could still make news)
there will be a special service in St. Mary’s for the world’s persecuted Christians
on Sunday 22nd January 2017 at 3 p.m., to coincide with Christian Unity
Week. I hope you can get there and put in a good word for your fellow club
members. However, if you can’t make the date you can always visit St Mary’s.
The clubhouse is nearly always open.
Trevor Cooke
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BETCHWORTH’S FIRST ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS TREE
FESTIVAL
3rd- 4th December 2016
On the first weekend of December, St Michael’s Church was filled with
Christmas trees – 20 in all. Church groups and village organisations were asked
to provide a tree that expressed their activity and creativity. The trees with their
twinkling lights filled every window sill and many nooks and corners in our
lovely church. Very few, if any, of the trees had actual living material as its
framework (Combe Creative’s tree being an honourable exception!). We had
trees made with sheet music, bellropes and bells, rubber gloves and yellow
dusters, beads, poems, parish magazines, tennis balls, barrels and bottles, a
signpost and a jaunty blue light, and peacock feathers – among many other witty
and ingenious ideas.
During the weekend, hundreds of people visited the Festival to see the trees, vote
for their favourite, drink tea and eat delicious cake. Everyone left with a great
smile on their face. The Festival ended on Sunday afternoon with informal
worship and prizegiving. A cup for the most popular tree was awarded in
memory of our dear friend Barbara Hawkins, who died in June 2016. Barbara
rang the bells, sang in the choir, was at the heart of everything hospitable at St
Michael’s, and most of all, loved Christmas and all its finery.
The roll of honour for 2016 reads: Cupwinners: the Church Cleaners, with their
hilarious tree ‘Cleanliness
is next to Godliness; runners-up: the Bellringers, with
their musical tree; 3rd place: the Church Choir, with their sheet music tree.
The driving force behind the Festival and its success was Pam Armitage, who
with her team brought all the contributors together and encouraged them to show
their brilliance. Huge thanks are due to Pam, Sian, Diana and Margaret for their
hard work before and during the Festival weekend. But at the very heart of its
success are the trees’ creators. Thank you all for your genius, and for the
happiness you brought to all who saw your work.
In all, the Festival raised nearly £500 in £1 fees for votes, donations, and sale of
refreshments. This is a very welcome addition to the church Fabric Fund as we
start to plan for necessary repairs to stonework and the roof.
The Alternative Christmas Tree Festival was a wonderfully happy start to the
Christmas season – perhaps the first of many?
Hilary Ely

PICTURE FRAMING

T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *
* CANVAS PRINTING *

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm

* FREE COLLECTION *
* AND DELIVERY SERVICE *

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS
CALL 01737 222424

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk

Te l 01737 843533

B. Blake
Builder and Decorator
For all aspects of building,
decorating and property
maintenance
Call for free estimates
TEL 01293 776218 MOB 07776131611

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

Do you need child care?

FROM THE REGISTERS:
Burial of Ashes at St Michael’s
8th December 2016
Barbara Mary Hawkins who died on the 4th June
2016 aged 70 formerly of The Hive, Middle Street,
Brockham, Betchworth
We send our condolences to those who are bereaved at this time.
Parish Magazine
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www.childminderbrockham.co.uk

Kelly Neale
01737 844891
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Chris
Long





GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

Lyn Scotcher receiving the Barbara
Hawkins cup for the winning tree–
The Church Cleaners’ contribution.

Pam Armitage with the
Church Choir’s tree

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811

ST MICHAEL’S BELLRINGERS CELEBRATE THE ALTERNATIVE
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
On Sunday 4th December, St Michael’s
Church bellringers rang a Quarter Peal as
part of the Festival celebrations. Here are the
full details:
Betchworth, St Michael’s, at 2.30pm on
Sunday 4th December, in 43 minutes
1260 Plain Bob Doubles

Barrie 07710 328848
E: info@bc-carpentry.co.uk
W: bc-carpentry.co.uk
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1. Hilary Ely; 2. June Baldwin; 3. Sheena
Boyce; 4. Ron Diserens; 5. Hugh Frayling
(conductor); 6. Martin Boyce
Rung in memory of Barbara Hawkins, as
part of an Alternative Christmas Tree
Festival.
Parish Magazine
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Get your ironing straight

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2017
(INTERNATIONAL AND INTERDENOMINATIONAL)

One offs or
regular collection

Am I Being Unfair to You?
PHILIPPINES
On Friday 3rd March over 5,000 services will be held in the British Isles on the
theme of ‘Am I Being Unfair to You?’ The Christian women of the Philippines
wrote the service and it has been translated into 1,000 different languages and
dialects, to be used, throughout the whole world, on Friday 3rd March, starting at
sunrise over the island of Samoa and continuing until sunset off the coast of
American Samoa. In 2013, Typhoon Haiyan – named locally as ‘Yolanda’ –
struck the Philippine islands in the western Pacific Ocean. This is mentioned in
the service but you will also hear the stories of a girl, a mother and an older
woman, recounting their situations and their hopes and fears. The service focuses
on the Bible story of the workers in the vineyard: Matthew 20 v 1-16. There is a
reflection on the artwork designed by Rowena ‘Apol’ Laxamana-Sta.Rosa. It is
very thought provoking and illustrates contrasting scenes. Why not find out more
about the theme, the Philippines and the service? The Day of Prayer is not just
for women. Everyone is welcome to attend the service.

For an efficient and reliable service
carried out by professionals

Call Mandy on
(01737) 842988

DOMESTIC – COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL
Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating
Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting
Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work

For Free Advice and Estimates call:
01737 843844 or 07850 563091

To find out further information, resources and services near to you, please visit
the WWDP website www.wwdp.org.uk If you would like to be involved in this
years’ service please contact Mrs Carol Leeds on 01737 247399
Upper Mole Group Service Friday 3rd March 10.30St Mary the Virgin
Buckland
LIVING WITH THE MYSTICS
On Saturday 7th January there will be a study day to consider the Life and
Spiritual letters of Abbot John Chapman OSB. The Speaker is Fr Robin
Burgess.
This will take place from 10.30am to 3.30pm at St Nicholas Church , Guildford
and is open to all.
For more information please call Ray or
Vicky Lamb on 01252 705064 or contact St Nicholas Parish Office
(parishoffice@saintnics.com)
ESTABLISHED 1865– OUR 150th YEAR!
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PARISH COUNCIL - JANUARY 2017
Two rather strange missiles were reported flying through parts of Betchworth at
the end of last year; one item used for the intention of
causing deliberate criminal damage and the other to
cause harm to the environment. Yes, I’m talking about
a flying traffic cone (which was lobbed through the
window of Betchworth Village Hall during a B&B
Choral Society practice), and the appearance of car tyres
deposited randomly on the streets of Betchworth and
Brockham. One of the fly-tipped tyres bounced out of
the moving van from which it was thrown, and into the
rear of the car of one of the Parish Councillors whilst he
was reversing out of his drive. And the Chairman of the
Parish Council was in the Village Hall at the time of the
cone ‘landing’. Whilst these events are unlikely to be
related, they serve as a stark reminder that rural crime
exists and it affects us all.
Fly tipping is on the up; there are regular ‘deposits’ (most recently of used oil
cartons by Betchworth bridge) and whilst it’s often difficult to identify the
culprits, penalties for convictions include hefty fines and imprisonment. We
can all keep a lookout, but if you notice anything ‘abnormal’ along the roads
and streets, the chances are, it’s been dumped and it needs reporting. Or, if you
spot a fly-tipper and it’s safe to do so, make a note of the vehicle registration as
the registered keeper of a vehicle is liable for conviction if their vehicle is used
during a fly-tipping offence. You can read more about fly-tipping at
www.tackleflytipping.com, and to report an offence, go to the
www.molevalley.gov.uk website and select ‘Fly Tipping’.

My next mention is for the care of our pavements. It’s a topic that Adria wrote
about in her December article and one which shall be a continued focus for
myself and the Parish Council in the New Year. It is impossible to ignore that
the condition of the village’s pavements (drawing particular attention to the top
end of The Street) is extremely poor and is deteriorating further, however this
can only be improved with a little help from you! We have an opportunity to
obtain grant funding for pavement repairs, but only if there are enough voices,
so please start clearing your throats in preparation!
Which only leaves me to say, on behalf of the Parish Council, we hope you have
a Happy New Year, and here’s to Betchworth having a wonderful 2017.

Marion Hallett
clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk
Parish Magazine

24

Betchworth - January 2017

Parish Magazine

9

Betchworth - January 2017

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

THE FIRST EVER BETCHWORTH SAFARI SUPPER
The rainy evening of November 19th saw the first every Betchworth Safari
Supper. For those of you who don’t know what a safari supper involves, guests
move between different houses for each dinner course with everyone ending up
at the last venue for pudding, cheese and coffee.

As a relatively newcomer to the village, it was a great way to get to meet people
whom I normally just say ‘Hello’ to and also check out the many gorgeous
homes in Betchworth. All the hosts outdid themselves on the food front, much
wine was drunk and interesting conversations had.

We offer an efficient personal service to
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners:
* Routine Servicing * Overhauls * Restoration *
* Full Coachwork Facilities * Storage *

I didn’t see many giraffes but I did see much merriment with
over 50 people ending up at Ravenleigh for the final dinner
course party which I hear went on into the early hours.

Carried out to the highest standard by our fully
trained technicians
Always a fine selection of Chosen Rolls-Royce
and Bentley motor cars for sale

The evening also raised £ £913.29 for St Michael’s Church.
Thank you to all those who generously organised the event in
military-like style, and those who hosted a dinner course. I hope
it has not put you off taking part in the second Betchworth
Safari Supper or perhaps we can just keep the African theme
and have an old fashioned South African ‘braai’ (BBQ) in the
summer!

ADVICE IS FREE ~ JUST CALL
Tel: 01737 844999
Station Road, Betchworth,
Surrey, RH3 7BZ

www.royceservice.co.uk

PEBBLECOMBE WI
One hundred years of the WI in Betchworth were remembered at our AGM in
November with a full turnout of members. Two lively quizzes kept us on our
toes and an ingenious design by talented member Diana Fitchet for our entry in
the local alternative Christmas tree competition was agreed. An amazing tree
was later created with the help of her handyman husband with members
contributing original decorations depicting the work of the WI through the
years. Stress free outings by minibus to concerts and for Christmas shopping
proved to be popular.
In December a trip down memory lane presented by singer Paul Weakley was an
entertaining prelude to Christmas. Anecdotes from his television and stage
appearances coupled with his fine tenor voice made it a memorable occasion,
finishing in style with our abundant festive buffet and a singalong of wellknown Christmas songs. How different it must have been in the bleak days of
1916.
Our next meeting is on Thursday 5th January 2017 at 7.45pm in the Hamilton
Room, Betchworth, when we celebrate with a fish and chip supper. We send our
best wishes to all for a happy and healthy New Year..
Pam Patch.
Parish Magazine
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Firstly, on behalf of all pupils, staff and governors I
would like to wish you all a happy and prosperous
new year. Children will be returning to school
during the first week Firstly, on behalf of all pupils,
staff and governors I would like to wish you all a
happy and prosperous new year. Children will be
returning to school during the first week in January
and despite what you might think, the majority of
them are pleased to be back at school. Although
they look forward to and enjoy the holidays,
particularly Christmas, most children appreciate the familiarity and structure of
a school day.
Firstly, on behalf of all pupils, staff and governors I would like to wish you all a
happy and prosperous new year. Children will be returning to school during the
first week in January and despite what you might think, the majority of them are
pleased to be back at school. Although they look forward to and enjoy the
holidays, particularly Christmas, most children appreciate the familiarity and
structure of a school day.
Running a school has now become somewhat like running a business, it is now
much more than just children and teachers and although children are at the heart
of our school there is so much more to creating a successful school. Good
schools rely on a hard working and supportive governing body. We are
extremely lucky with our governors at North Downs; they know the school well,
are very adept at taking a strategic view of school development and are not
afraid to ask challenging questions. The role of a governor is interesting and
varied and is a way of becoming involved in the local school and making a real
difference to the lives of children.
Last term our governors were focusing on monitoring children’s safety in school
by looking at both the physical environment as well as safeguarding procedures
within school. We are proud of the happy atmosphere in our school and it is a
real pleasure to watch older children playing with younger pupils or helping
them with their games. It is this atmosphere of friendship and co-operation that
makes the playground a safe and happy place. Learning to play and co-operate
with others is a valuable life skill which will be essential to our children in later
life, living out the vision of our school to ‘Be the best you can be, every day.’
Jane Douglass - Headteacher
North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh
Village
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2016
A very big thank you to everyone who contributed to this year’s Poppy Appeal.
The combined villages of Betchworth and Buckland raised the magnificent sum
of £3,555.
My heartfelt thanks go to those stalwart door to door collectors, who tramp the
streets in all weathers, offering you the poppies and other items in return for as
large a donation as possible. If anyone would like to join their ranks, please
contact me at: jamesfday@me.com . It is a very rewarding task, really.
Thank you
James Day 07889465164

Buckland One World Group
Friday 3rd February 2017 at 8pm
in Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland

WHY I HOST REFUGEES IN MY HOME
A presentation by Constance Chanteux
Admission and refreshments free
Collection in aid of Money for Madagascar and the Siblings Fund
YORGJIN OXO - A NORDIC TALE
From the team that brought you 'It’s a Wonderful Life' comes an evening of
story and song from the lands of the far, far North. Yorgjin Oxo is a
Marshlander who can tell a person by the sound of their squelch and is unlike
any hero we might actually need. Thomas Crowe’s script fizzes with humour,
larger than life characters and explores a place quite unlike
our own.
Join us for a tale of soggy nights, brave mice and the joys of
being alive.
7.30 pm Jauary 28th Betchworth Village Hall (about 90
minutes)
Bar & nibbles after the performance
Tickets £12.50 from Iain Laurenson Tel 01737 248909
Betchworth Post Office & Buckland Village Stores
Parish Magazine
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BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY
The Betchworth and Buckland Society 2016 Annual Dinner at Reigate Heath
Golf Club on 25th November gave 63 members and guests the opportunity to get
together and kick start the Christmas party season in fine style, with RHGC
providing the ideal venue, an excellent menu and a choice of fine wines. The
current Chairman gave a brief review of the Society’s year and took the
opportunity to introduce his successor, Mr. Richard Worsley, who will take over
on 1st January 2017.
Trevor Cooke

The Betchworth & Buckland
Society
For the protection and conservation of the quality of
life in Betchworth & Buckland

Date for your diary
Thursday 9th February
QUIZ & PIE NIGHT.

BETCHWORTH MEMORIAL HALL, Station
Road
All welcome, come and test your general and local knowledge – make up a
team or just come along and join one.

Tickets: members £11 non-members £13

Advance booking essential

Fiona Br indley

01737 841005

Email: betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com
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BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB – TWIGS STICKS AND LEAVES

URGENT APPEAL FOR HOMES

The first meeting of the New Year will be on the 19th
January and we will be pr oducing designs
incorporating twigs, sticks and leaves with a few early
Spring flowers. See example below

We are an animal charity seeking homes for the many
unwanted cats, kittens and dogs that come into our care.
We currently have 3 Jack Russell terriers in need of a
loving home; one female (Hattie), and Paddy and Archie
who are pictured above. They are all approximately 4
years old and will be neutered, innoculated and micro
chipped prior to rehoming. Your garden will need to be
securely fenced also. We also have lots of beautiful
kittens and cats looking for a loving owner like you!

All are welcome. We meet in the Recreation Ground
Pavilion. Middle Street, Brockham – 7.15 for 7.30 pm.
For further details please contact Ann on 01737
842934 or meadowsann@tiscali.co.uk.
BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Brockham Green Horticultural Society wish all of their members a Happy New
Year. The Society hopes 2017 will be a successful growing year for the keen
gardeners amongst you.
Dates for your 2017 diaries, talks will be on Mondays 20th February, 20th
March, 24th April. Subjects to be ar r anged and announced shor tly.

If you can offer a loving forever home please call 01737
843166 (Evenings after 7pm) or anytime on 07918
056196)
Beverley Hewitt

And from other Church Magazines………
If you are over 55 and live in the Mole
Valley area, you can use Age Concern’s
free computer courses based in either
Dorking or Leatherhead.
The course runs once a week for 6-8
weeks with the option of additional
weeks to reinforce and build on what you’ve learned. Topics covered will include:
internet browsing, basic keyboard and mouse skills, using an iPad/Tablet, setting
up and using your own email or skype accounts, and how to shop on the internet
as well.
Those who already own a laptop or an iPad/Tablet are encouraged to bring that to
learn on, but computers will be provided as well – it’s up to you!

We are also looking for volunteer help with our Dorking course on a Thursday
between the hours of 10.15 am to 2.15 pm. If you have basic skills in tablet and
computer use, have clear communication skills and a friendly and patient
personality, then please contact us for more information on ways you can help.
Before coming to the course, you must register your interest by telephoning 07442
017169 / 01306 899104 or by email:
info@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk
Registered Charity No 1111678
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‘At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early
and listen to our choir practice.’
‘Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new
members and to the deterioration of some older ones.’
‘Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you
want remembered.’

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water'. The sermon tonight:
‘Searching for Jesus.'
‘Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not
worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.’

‘Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.’
‘Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again' giving obvious pleasure
to the congregation.’
‘For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery
downstairs.’
‘Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help they can
Parish Magazine
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QUARTONAL
An award winning male a capella ensemble
from Germany are coming to Dorking on
Tuesday 21st February when they will give a
concert at St Martin's Church, hosted by
Dorking Choral Society.
The quartet was founded in 2006, and is one
Germany’s foremost a cappella ensembles with
a wide ranging repertoire.
Quartonal have completed a number of major
tours in Europe and internationally and have a
particular love of the music of Ralph Vaughan
Williams and his contemporaries
The Dorking concert forms part of a short UK tour of concerts and workshops.
The concert will comprise a varied programme of German and English works by
Mendelssohn, Alec Rowley, Vaughan Williams and others. It will feature a short
opening set by Dorking Choral Society, Rowley's sea cycle 'Full Tide' and to
close an arrangement of Vaughan Williams' folk songs for joint forces under
Richard Wilberforce, the DCS Musical Director.
Please join us for what should be a very special evening.

“Quartonal sing with real passion and love for the music. If you have a
chance to see them in concert, go!”
Christopher Gabbitas – The King’s Singers
Tuesday 21st February 2017, 7:30 pm, St Martin’s Church, Dorking

Tickets £15 (Group concessions £12.50)
www.eventbrite.co.uk or www.dorkingchoralsociety.org.uk
BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS
Do something amazing! Save a life this
month! Blood donations can be given in the
area as follows:Thursday 12th January 2017 2.00 to 4.30
pm and 5.30 to 8.00 pm at the Mobile unit, Dor king halls.
For further details ring 08457 711711 or visit www.blood.co.uk
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OLIVER! A DDOS DORKING HALLS PRODUCTION 15th - 18th
February 2017
One of the most popular family musicals of all time. It really is a wonderful
musical full of songs you all know and love. Based on Charles Dickens’ best
known novel, Oliver Twist, Lionel Bart’s musical adaptation was an
unprecedented and phenomenal success. Opening in London on 30th June 1960 it
received 23 curtain calls and ran for 2,618 performances. DDOS are proud to
bring this legendary show to the Dorking Halls stage.
Food Glorious Food, Consider Yourself, Oom-Pah-Pah and Who Will Buy to
name just a few of the uplifting and heart-warming musical numbers you’ll be
singing all the way home.
Oliver was born and lived in the workhouse until one day when he was about
twelve years old he dared to ask for more, more gruel that is, at the meagre
workhouse meal. After being sold by the workhouse to work for an undertaker
Oliver ran away to London where he meets the Artful Dodger who took him to
the ‘fence’ Fagin. Oliver became one of Fagin’s gang of child pickpocketing
thieves. Book your tickets now to see what lay in store for young Oliver. An
adventure you will never forget.
Tickets from £12 (concessions available)
Dorking Halls Box Office 01306 881717, Dorking Halls, Reigate Road, Dorking.
RH4 1SG
Book On Line www.dorkinghalls.co.uk
A JOKE FOR JANUARY
A group of seniors was sitting around and talking about all their ailments at the
Dolphin.
‘’My arms have got so weak, I can hardly lift this cup of coffee,’’ said one.
‘’Yes, I know,’’ said another. ‘’My cataracts are so bad, I can’t even see my
coffee.’’
‘’I couldn’t even mark an ‘X’ at election time because my hands are so
crippled,’’ volunteered a third.
‘’What? Speak up! What? I can’t hear you’’ said one elderly lady.
‘’I can’t turn my head because of the arthritis in my neck’’ said one, and
several of them nodded weakly in agreement.
‘’My blood pressure pills make me so dizzy’’ exclaimed another, ‘’and I forget
where I am and where I’m going!’’
‘’I guess that’s the price we all pay for getting old’’ winced an old man as he
slowly shook his head.
The others nodded in agreement.
‘’Well, count your blessings’’ said a woman cheerfully. ‘’Thank Heavens we
can all still drive!’’
Parish Magazine

15

Betchworth - January 2017

Local Reports and Notices

Village Reports and Notices
DORKING MUSEUM IN JANUARY

MUSIC IN DORKING - JANUARY 2017

Dorking Museum’s popular exhibition, ‘Dorking
1916’, has been retained until January 21st. The
exhibition focuses on the impact that the Great War
had on the people of and life in Dorking and the
villages – with central themes around the impact on
the great houses and estates of the area and on the
changing roles of women in society. Items on display
include original scrapbooks from a nurse who served
at the front, uniforms of the time, and early prosthetic
limbs.

7th at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free,
01306 884229
10th 17th 24th 31st at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at
Betchworth Park golf club, £22-25, 07415 815784
8th at 2.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls,
£17.50, 01306 881717
21st at 7.30, Philharmonia Orchestra at Dorking
Halls, £14-29, 01306 740619

From January 26th, Dorking Museum’s spring exhibition, in association with the
Betchworth Village Archives team, focuses on ‘Medieval Betchworth’. The
exhibition gives a flavour of life in a medieval village: the lords of the manor,
working the land, the mill and replacement of the millstone, the role of the church
in the community. But it also features the experience of the Black Death, Royal
visits to the village (including the French Crown Prince Louis, from whom The
Dolphin may take its name) and the Battle of Agincourt, to give a surprising view
of this neglected period.
New Year walks: Dorking Museum’s walks team runs
guided walks on the magnificent Deepdene Trail, taking in
the grotto, woodland walks, parterre and temples,
spectacular views across the Weald and access to the grade
II* listed family mausoleum. And their guided walks in the
town include highlights of historic Dorking, the town’s
literary and musical heritage or a children’s walk. All
walks take 90 minutes. Group walks are by appointment on
a date to suit you, and there are special dates for individual
bookings – the next Deepdene Trail walk is at 10.30am on
January 8th. All bookings through the website.
Gallery Talk, Thursday 19th January: Keith Robinson
gives a talk on the Kent marshes background, Dorking life and work of ‘Denham
Jordan: Dorking’s Son of the Marshes’. Although he styled himself ‘A Son of
the Marshes’, Denham Jordan (1836-1920) spent most of his life in Dorking. A
house painter and decorator
by trade, he was a keen
naturalist and very highly
regarded as a writer on and
painter of wild life. The talk
takes place at the Museum at
7pm, doors open 6.30, entry
£5 on the door, includes a
glass of Prosecco.

22nd at 3.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
26th at 7.30, Nick Ross Orchestra at Dorking Halls, £21.50, 01306 881717
31st at 7.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
Happy new year! In January we are delighted to welcome the Philharmonia
Orchestra to Dorking, playing a programme of Beethoven, Mendelssohn and
Dvořák. The Philharmonia is one of Britain’s leading orchestras, based at the
Royal Festival Hall in London and currently celebrating 70 years of musicmaking. A few days before writing this, I heard them playing Bartók and
Shostakovich at the Festival Hall, and a most impressive performance it was especially Shostakovich’s immense eighth symphony Their programme in
Dorking has a more popular appeal, including Beethoven’s dramatic overture
Leonore no.3 and Dvořák’s eighth symphony - a very tuneful and colourful
work, in which Dvořák shows his great love of his native Bohemia, its people
and its folk traditions.
The Dorking Halls offers a number of screenings this month. Opera lovers can
see Verdi’s Il Trovatore live from the Royal Opera House, while for ballet
enthusiasts and Tchaikovsky fans there is Sleeping Beauty live from the Bolshoi
(22nd) plus a recording of The Nutcracker from the Royal Ballet (8th).
The lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church will be given by the John Petters
jazz trio, with a programme of spirituals and hymns. Watermill Jazz meets every
Tuesday, with the following performers: Derek Nash’s Picante (10th), Larry
Goldings, Peter Bernstein and Bill Stewart (17th), the Back to Basie Orchestra
(24th), and the Magnus Öström Band (31st). The doors open at 7pm so you can
come and enjoy a hot buffet meal before the concert.
The Nick Ross Orchestra will be playing Sounds of Glenn Miller, with music
and songs from the 1940s, including of course the Moonlight Serenade.
Ian Codd
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