Local Services

Parish Letter—March 2017
Dear Everyone,
COURGETTES OUT OF SEASON
I recently came across a photograph of myself with other
clergy tossing a pancake, as you do. It was Shrove Tuesday
and a pancake race was being staged although it wasn’t me that
was doing the racing. Pancake races go back a long way. It
was in the village of Olney in Buckinghamshire in 1445 that
the idea seems to have first taken hold. A race is still held there
today. Those racing line up in the Market Square carrying a
cooked pancake in a frying pan and run about 400 yards to the
Parish Church. The winner receives a kiss and a prayer book from the vicar. Of
course originally the vicar would have been a man and the runners all ladies of the
parish. It’s a bit different now (thankfully). If a race was staged in parishes like
Betchworth and Buckland there may well be gentleman of the parish lining up
with the hope of receiving a just reward for their endeavours.
There was a practical side to Shrove Tuesday observance because pancakes were
an easy way of using up food not indulged in during Lent which began the next
day on Ash Wednesday. The ceremony associated with Ash Wednesday is ashing.
The sign of the cross is made on our foreheads by the priest who says: Remember
you are dust and to dust you shall return. Turn away from sin and be faithful to
Christ. It is an intimate moment in which there is a sharing of our common
humanity; we have all failed in some way or another and sharing that failure draws
us closer together. It also touches on the point of Lent which is to reflect, as best
we may, on Jesus’ time in the wilderness and our own wilderness experiences and
how we respond to them.
The church year is shaped by seasons like Lent which gives way to Easter in the
way that Winter gives way to Spring. There was recently some disgust, if not
panic, because courgettes were in short supply. Spain was experiencing a cold
spell and the courgettes were not growing. Diehards snorted their disgust too and
bemoaned those who expect everything to be available all the year round. I don’t
suppose a courgette out of season does much harm but seasons have their point. In
the church they remind us of the life of Christ as we follow his life story through
readings and ceremonies. In nature we appreciate the glory of creation in all its
variety. And in the seasons of life we recognise each season as it comes and the
opportunities it brings; high jinks in youth and “what do they know” in old age, or
is it the other way round?
The seasons of life and all that they can bring is perhaps captured nowhere better
than in Victor Hugo’s “Les Miserables” often described as the greatest novel of
the 19th century. Although it is to be wondered how many people have actually
read it to the end since it runs to 1500 pages. Despite this it has become a very

Parish Magazine

40

Betchworth - March 2017

Parish Magazine

1

Betchworth - March 2017

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

popular story as a film and stage musical. It is the basis of this year’s Lent Course
and you may see the film in Christ Church Hall Brockham on Friday 3 March at
7.30 – free! The hero of the story is ex-convict Jean Valjean and his experience of
redemption. Victor Hugo described the story in this way: it is a progress from evil
to good, from injustice to justice, from falsehood to truth, from night to day, from
appetite to conscience, from corruption to life, from bestiality to duty, from
heaven to hell, from nothingness to God.
Ash Wednesday falls this year on 1st March which is also St David’s Day,
commemorating the Welch patron saint. St David was a 6th century monk who
lived a very simple life and encouraged others to do the same. His last words
before he died on March 1st were “do the little things in life” which is still today,
I’m told, a well known phrase in Welch. Lent doesn’t have to be momentous to be
valuable it simply has to value the little things which make up so much of the
seasons of our lives.
David Eaton
CLEANING ROTA - MARCH 2017
DATE
CHANCEL
NAVE
03-Mar

Mrs Power

10-Mar

Mrs North

17-Mar

Mrs Armitage

24-Mar

Mrs Forrest

31-Mar
07-Apr

Mrs Chalker
Mrs North

AISLES

Mrs Wickens

DOWNSVALE Nursing Home

Mrs Slot
Mrs Ferrett

Mrs Allsop

Mrs Ridley

Mrs Sykes

Specialised, Professional Care
within a Homely Atmosphere
Downsvale is a Nursing Home set
in beautiful grounds with views to
Boxhill. The home offers those
seeking residence a friendly and
comfortable environment with 24
hour qualified nursing care.

Mrs Hollingworth

Telephone:
Email:
Website:
Address:

Mrs Scotcher
Mrs Stow

Mrs Hardy

Mrs Hutton

Mrs Pruszynska

01306 887652/883157
wendy@monarchcareltd.com
www.downsvale.co.uk
6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1PT

ZOE UNDERWOOD

Mrs Wickens

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR

Mrs Slot
Mrs Scotcher

Mrs Allsop

Mrs Hollingworth

Mrs Sykes

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service
Please call 07876 572624
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MARCH SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S

Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch

Date

St. Michael’s Betchworth

1st March

4pm Contemplative Prayer
(New Vestry Space)

Ash Wednesday

20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB

3rd March

Tel: 01737 8 44916

Women’s World
Day of Prayer

Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

11am Parish Communion**

12th March

8am Holy Communion
11am Matins**

th

19 March
Funeral Directors &
Monumental Masons

9:30am Iona Parish
Communion

8am Holy Communion
10:30am Joint All Age Family Service, Buckland
5pm Choral Evensong

SHERLOCK FUNERAL SERVICE

26th March

TRELLIS HOUSE, 190 SOUTH
STREET, DORKING RH4 2ES
T el: 01306 882266
E-mail: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

Mothering
Sunday

Family business
established over 100 years

(Imposition of Ashes)

9:30am Parish Communion

1st Sunday of
Lent

3rd Sunday of
Lent

8pm Holy Communion

10:30am Joint Upper Mole Group Service, Buckland

5th March

2nd Sunday of
Lent

St. Mary’s Buckland

4th Sunday of
Lent

8am Holy Communion
10am Posy making in the
Hamilton Room*

9:30am All Age Mothering
Sunday Parish Communion
(Posies given out)

11am All Age Mothering
Sunday Family Service**
(Posies given out)
2nd April

5th Sunday of
Lent

9:30am Parish Communion
11am Parish Communion
(followed by APCM)

* In the Hamilton Room
** Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are
just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together
Parish Magazine
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CHURCH COLLECTIONS
December 2016:
Collections £2178
Donations and sales £237
Total £2415
(Of which Gift Aided £908)
Collections at Christmas services (Christingle Service, Carol Service, Crib
Service and Christmas Morning Parish Communion) came to £1964.
January 2017:
Collections £321
Donations and sales £34
Total £355
(Of which Gift Aided £223)
FROM THE REGISTERS:

MARCH 2017

Baptisms
We welcome into the Church:
19th February

Erica Elaine Nielsen-Bough, St Michael’s

Marriage Blessing
18th February

Aubrey Clark and Jonathan Cummings, St Michael’s

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 14TH
Activities for All the Family
10.30 Reading Room Buckland
Walkabout service and Treasure Hunt, build the Easter Garden; Hot Cross Buns
followed by creating your own 'take away' Easter garden , and crafts for younger
ones ... all until 1 pm
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR THE NUNES FAMILY –
There will be a memorial service at St Michael’s Church on Friday 10th
March at 2pm, for Tiago, Adr iana and Tiago (J r ) Nunes who tragically
died in a fire on 24th January.
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Special note about Mothering Sunday
This is on March 26th
Buckland
There will be an All Age Communion Service in
Buckland at 9.30am when posies will be given
out to Mothers and ladies of the congregation.
Betchworth
Children, Young people and the Junior Church Families are invited to
attend a Making Session in the Hamilton Room at 10.00 to make posies.
Flowers and foliage may also be dropped at the Hamilton room for
10.00am.
The posies will be given out during the 11am Mothering Sunday
Service (Non- Eucharistic) in Betchworth.

ST MICHAEL, BETCHWORTH - ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH
MEETING
The Annual Parochial Church meeting will be held in St Michael’s Church
(following the Parish Communion Service) on Sunday 2nd April 2017 starting
at approximately 12.15 pm. As usual dr inks and nibbles will be ser ved
prior to the meeting.
Anyone whose name is on the electoral role is entitled to attend this meeting and
be nominated to serve on the PCC or Deanery Synod, if they wish. The PCC are
always glad to welcome new members, so if you would like to serve, and have
the time to attend six meetings a year, do put your name forward. If you would
like to find out more please contact the Churchwardens, or the PCC Secretary,
who will be pleased to answer any questions. Nomination forms will be at the
back of the Church during March and April. Please return completed forms to
the Secretary before the meeting.
(Please note that anyone disqualified under section 72 of the Charities Act 1993
because of bankruptcy or conviction for an offence of dishonesty or deception, is
not eligible to stand for the PCC or Deanery Synod).
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LENT CALL 2017
“I was hungry ….. I was Thirsty” is the theme of the 2017 Lent Call
The story so far... The Bishops Lent Call is believed to have started in 1986,
resulting from an idea by Bishop Wilfred Wood that there should be a Call to
Prayer for parishes during Lent. As part of this call to prayer parishes were
asked to raise money for a number of charities and projects - both local and
international. Over the last 10 years alone, the Lent Call has raised nearly £1M
to give to good causes, thanks to the generosity of the schools and parishes and
people of the Diocese.

PICTURE FRAMING

T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *
* CANVAS PRINTING *

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm

* FREE COLLECTION *
* AND DELIVERY SERVICE *

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS
CALL 01737 222424

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk

Te l 01737 843533

In recent years the Lent Call has focused more on projects in the Diocese of
Southwark and on the needs of our brothers and sisters in our Zimbabwean Link
Dioceses:
Central Zimbabwe
Croydon Episcopal Area
Manicaland
Woolwich Episcopal Area
Matabeleland
Kingston Episcopal Area
Masvingo
Southwark Cathedral
However, in the 30 years since the Lent Call began, your generosity has also
helped projects in: Bangladesh, Barbados, Bosnia, Burundi, Cambodia, El
Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana, Georgia, India, Israel, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan,
Madagascar, Malawi, Myanmar, Namibia, Pakistan, Palestine, Peru, Romania,
Solomon Islands, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tanzania, Trinidad &Tobago,
Uganda, Windward Isles. Our partners (at the sharp end) have included:
Christian Solidarity Worldwide, CMS, EthiopAid, Scripture Union, Sisters of
the Church, SPCK, South American Missionary Society, The Leprosy Mission,
USPG & Tear Fund.
Lent Call has also supported projects within the Diocese including in Abbey
Wood, Angell Town, Balham, Bermondsey, Camberwell, Clapham, Croydon,
Dulwich, Furzedown, Greenwich, Kingston, Lambeth, Lewisham, Peckham,
Plumstead, Southwark, Streatham, Sydenham, Tadworth, Tooting, Walworth.
On behalf of all those projects and the many thousands who the projects have
helped – thank you.

B. Blake
Builder and Decorator
For all aspects of building,
decorating and property
maintenance
Call for free estimates
TEL 01293 776218 MOB 07776131611

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

This year’s Lent Call will focus on projects from our Link Dioceses in
Zimbabwe which concentrate on food security and 3 projects in Southwark
Diocese working with young vulnerable people, and the homeless. Details of
the different projects will be displayed in church and be available each week at
the Lent Lunches.

Do you need child care?
www.childminderbrockham.co.uk

Kelly Neale

I look forward to seeing some of you at the Lent Lunches which are hosted in
order to support the Lent Call and I thank you for your generosity. Grateful
thanks also go to all who are hosting the Lent Lunches, and for those who
prepare the different soups for the weekly Thursday Lunches in the Reading
room Buckland.
Parish Magazine

6

Betchworth - March 2017

01737 844891
Parish Magazine

35

Betchworth - March 2017

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

Chris
Long





GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811

LENT LUNCHES MARCH-APRIL 2017
Friday Lent Lunches will run from 12-2pm on the dates below. Please put the
dates in your diary! You can pop in any time during this time for a frugal lunch:
soup, bread, etc. A chance to catch up with friends and meet new ones.
Donations go towards the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call (details in the
magazine).
Many thanks to those who have offered to host these lunches. Please ring the
relevant number, details below, if you need directions or to tell the hostess that
you are coming.
17th March

Diana Fitchett &

01737 201423

21 The Walled
Garden
Betchworth,
RH3 7DH

David Lynch

24th March

Eiluned Slot

01737 842010

The Red House
Old Reigate Road
Betchworth, RH3
7DR

31st March

Hilary Ely

01737 769108

The Hamilton Room

7th April

Linda Slater

01737 844632

10 Lazell Gardens
Brockham Park
Betchworth, RH3
7BF

Please note. There will be no Lent Lunch on March 10th

Barrie 07710 328848
E: info@bc-carpentry.co.uk
W: bc-carpentry.co.uk
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Friday 3rd March is Women’s World Day of Prayer, and there will be no Lent
Lunch in Betchworth on that day. Please consider supporting Women’s World
Day of Prayer by attending the daytime service – full details of time, place and
theme in the Parish Magazine.
Linda Slater

Parish Magazine

7

Betchworth - March 2017

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services
Get your ironing straight

REIGATE DEANERY SYNOD MEETING
Tuesday 7th Feb 2017 – St Wilfred’s Church, Horley
An eventful meeting was held at St Wilfrid’s in Horley, the last before the
APCM’s and a time when new Deanery Reps are sought to complement or
replace existing representatives from both our churches. It was also an
opportunity to discover The Mission focus from all the churches in the Deanery.
Large A5 posters created by Church PCC’s revealed all their future Mission
Action Plans and will become plans-to-share.
Our guest speaker was the Revd Clive Richardson from the Guildford Diocese.
His talk centered on Carers in our congregations, both adult and children. A
hugely interesting talk that revealed 6.5 Million carers worked unpaid in the
country, with a surprising 6,000 new carers emerging every day creating savings
for the Government of £119 Billion on an annual basis. Carers need recognition,
recognition for isolation, fear and exhaustion! Soon there will be just the one
contact number for Mole Valley Carers, and we heard that there will be a
workshop day for schools to discuss carers as young as 14/15 years.

One offs or
regular collection
For an efficient and reliable service
carried out by professionals

Call Mandy on
(01737) 842988

DOMESTIC – COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL
Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating
Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting
Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work

For Free Advice and Estimates call:
01737 843844 or 07850 563091

The Deanery continues to support refugees and a 3 rd TV has been made
available.
From around the Deanery: Catch-IT (Childr en’s Workshop returns 15th May
Reigate.
The Deanery Quiet Day, led by Bishop Richar d, is on 8th April Wychcr oft.
Women’s World Day of Prayer is on 3rd March St Mar y’s 10.30am
For all events check the Deanery website:
http://www.reigatedeanery.org.uk/upcoming-events/ . Also Church websites.
The meeting concluded with a Eucharist, hymns and blessings, led by our new
Archdeacon Moira Aston. Our next Deaner y Synod meeting will be held at
St John’s Redhill 14th June 2017.
Tom Briscombe
ESTABLISHED 1865– OUR 150th YEAR!
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Contemplative Prayer r eturns on Ash Wednesday 1st March at 4pm to the
beautiful Lady Chapel at St Michael’s Betchworth. There will also be a similar
Sunday Prayer session on Sunday 26th March at 5pm.
Once again we will be led towards the Trinity to draw closer to God and
experience Christ’s presence, often in the presence of a painting, or the Tree of
Light. We pray among lighted candles that are symbols of love and hope, and
of light and warmth. In welcoming the Holy Spirit and the unity of Father, Son
and Holy Ghost we can bind our hearts as one, meeting as a family within our
sacred place.
Looking down on us, the etched glass of the ’Wings of Faith’ is a clear reminder
of freedom and for endorsing our Christian beliefs – its presence will always
reflect the spiritual journey that we must all endeavour to make. We hope you
can join us. We also welcome other members of the church to lead
Contemplative prayer sessions in 2017. Contact Hilary Ely (Churchwarden) or
the Rectory should you seek further details.
ST MICHAEL'S ORGAN RECITALS
Please make a note of the dates of the next Recitals:
Saturday 24 June 2017 at 4.00 pm - D'Arcy Trinkwon (International Concert
Organist)
Saturday 23 September 2017 at 4.00 pm - Stephen Disley (Sub Organist,
Southwark Cathedral)
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We offer an efficient personal service to
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners:
* Routine Servicing * Overhauls * Restoration *
* Full Coachwork Facilities * Storage *
Carried out to the highest standard by our fully
trained technicians
Always a fine selection of Chosen Rolls-Royce
and Bentley motor cars for sale
ADVICE IS FREE ~ JUST CALL
Tel: 01737 844999
Station Road, Betchworth,
Surrey, RH3 7BZ

www.royceservice.co.uk
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The Real Easter Egg Competition for
Schools, Sunday Schools and Messy
Churches
The Real Easter Egg is all about sharing
the Easter story so we would be fascinated
to see how young people visualize what
happened that first Easter Sunday. There
will be a prize of £250 for the winning
primary school secondary school and
Sunday school or Messy Church with
runners-up prizes of £150 for second
placed entries.
We would like children to draw their
version of what happened on Easter
Sunday according to the Bible. They could
also use a short quotation from the Gospel
in their design. It has to be on A4 and
entries need to be with us by 17th March.
Entry Details
All entries must be completed on A4 paper. On the back of each entry you need
to indicate the name of child, age, school or church and a contact
number. Entries should be sent to MCC Basement Suite, 11a Eagle Brow,
Lymm, Cheshire, WA13 0LP and must arrive by 5pm on Friday 17th March
2017. We regret that we will be unable to return posters or to receive entries via
email. The competition is open to all children but limited to one entry per
person.
The egg that shares the Easter Story
The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010. Each year along with the chocolate
comes the story of Easter in a fun way for children to learn and remember what
Easter is about. This year a 24 page Easter story-activity book is included in the
Original, Egg Hunt and Dark eggs. The Special Edition has an Easter traditions
booklet inside. The Sharing box, with 30 eggs, comes with colour-in posters.
The eggs are available online at www.realeasteregg.co.uk or you can purchase
from the Post Office in Betchworth.
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Upper Mole Group of Churches Lent Course “Another story must begin” was
published in 2013. It was written by Jonathan Meyer who is priest in charge of
St Mary the Virgin in Ewelme in response to the filming that took place in his
parish. Ewelme in South Oxfordshire was used as the residence of the Bishop of
Digne in the Les Miserables film.
Over the first 4 weeks leading up to Holy Week the UMG Lent course will look
at five characters from the book / film /musical Les Miserables by Victor Hugo:
Fantine - The single mum who through a series of disastrous events descends
into the depths of despair and poverty
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LEITH HILL PLACE

Closette - Her daughter who Fantine tries to shield from her fall

Our new season begins on Friday 24 March and we have been
very busy behind the scenes getting ready for our upcoming
events.

Jean Valjean - The reformed convict who takes Cosette under his protection after
Fantine dies

Foremost among these is ‘Wedgwood at Home’, an exhibition
of important Wedgwood china which is being lent to us this
year by Lady Wedgwood. When Ralph Vaughan Williams’
cousin Ralph Wedgwood lived in the house in the 1960s and
‘70s, two rooms in the house were open to visitors to view the
family’s antique china. One of these rooms, now known as the
‘Wedgwood Room’, will be used for this year’s exhibition and
will be displaying pieces not exhibited for nearly fifty years.

Bishop of Digne- The clergyman who shows the love of God to Valjean and in
doing so sets him on a new course for his life
Inspector Javert- The dogmatic police inspector who believes that justice is
paramount and that criminals can never reform
By watching excerpts from the film, reading passages from the book and verses
from the bible the course will ask us to look at their lives, characters and their
response to their situation.

The exhibition will show the various developments made by Wedgwood in the
style and design of the wares, and uncover how the collection was assembled by
various family members from auctions and inheritances. It is a rare chance to see
an exquisite selection of ceramics.
The exhibition begins on 28 April and will continue until the season finishes. No
booking required. Free entry but normal admission charges apply to non members.

REIGATE DEANERY QUIET DAY
Living Well in Time and Eternity
“we need to turn more often to the deep wells in Christian tradition which can
help us live well amidst the pressures of daily life”

From Friday 24 March until 1 May, we are presenting a display of silk painting by
Wendy Undazan, who found her inspiration whilst working for a UK based
Japanese art company. This exhibition celebrates light and colour, exploring the
notion of space and scale, and complements the wide diversity of natural beauty
on display in springtime on the Leith Hill estate. No booking required. Free entry
but normal admission charges apply to non members.
For Mothers’ Day on 26 March, why not bring your mother to Leith Hill Place
and treat her to one of the delicious cream teas made by our volunteer bakers? All
mums accompanied by their children have free entry to the house.

Leith Hill Place opening times are 11am to 5pm on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays, as well as Bank Holiday Mondays only. There are no card facilities at
the house so we can only accept cash for payment or donation. Please note that
there is a short walk from the Rhododendron Wood car park (RH5 6LU) to the
house, some of which crosses a field. Stout shoes or boots are recommended, as
well as a change of shoes in wet weather. Blue badge holders and less mobile
visitors are welcome to park by the house. Please contact us on 01306 711 685 if
you have any queries.
We look forward to welcoming you to Leith Hill Place for our new season.
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Leader Bishop Richard
Bishop of Kingston
Saturday 8th April
10 am to 4 pm at Wychcroft
South Park Lane Bletchingley, RH1 4NE
Tickets, which are £22.50 each including morning coffee, lunch and afternoon
tea, may be purchased from Chris Elliott, 2 Wray Lane, Reigate, RH2 0HS.
Cheques should be made payable to “Reigate Deanery” and please also include
details of the number of tickets you are purchasing, your name, address or
email address, the name of your church and any special dietary requirements.
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BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
The Deepdene Trail – An Adventure on Your Doorstep
The Deepdene trail is an area of regenerated countryside close to Betchworth
Golf Club. The ‘official’ trail entrance is a short walk up the A24 hill from the
Kuoni offices, although the trail is also accessible from The Old Coach Road
(Brockham), by Betchworth Golf Club. The countryside regeneration has been
managed by MVDC and funded with the aid a generous £1m grant from the
Heritage Lottery Fund, and lots of help from volunteers from the local area.
The trail offers guided tours (or you can follow your nose) to the mausoleum,
gardens and grotto, and is free to access to the public, and as the project
develops there are plans to hold seasonal family events.
For further information check www.deepdenetrail.co.uk - there is also a
downloadable app. If you would like to volunteer some time and be a part of
this exciting project contact thedeepdenetrail@molevalley.gov.uk, or call 01306
885001. In any case, put The Deepdene Trail on your radar for a lovely spring
walk – something new to explore on your doorstep!

Monday 10th April Frogs and Ponds (4 – 7 years)
Find out more about frogs and d some pond-dipping.
10am – 12noon or 1.30 – 3.30pm Cost: £7.50 per child
Wednesday 12th April Toddler Trails and Tales (2 – 4 years)
Enjoy the story of Superworm and go for a walk around the park to bring it to life.
Monday 17th April Easter Egg Hunt
Explore the gardens looking for clues to find the eggs.
1 – 5 pm Cost: Adults £5 children,£2
No booking required
Weekly Tours
Guided tours run every Tuesday and Thursday at 2pm throughout the year. Adults
£7. Book in advance. Meet by the lych gate of St Andrew’s Church.
Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW
01737 649068. events@gatton-park.org.uk
Book online at: www.gattonpark.com

Funding Appeal
The tragic fire at Little Santon Farm/Trumpets Hill which claimed the precious
young lives of the Nunes family on the night of 23 rd January has no doubt
affected us all in some way and our thoughts are with their families and loved
ones at this time. The sister of Tiago Nunes (Manuela) has set up a JustGiving
page to raise funds for the funerals to take place in Portugal. If you are able to
contribute in any way, please visit the website page https://
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/TrumpetHillTragedy - your donation will
be very gratefully received at this difficult time.

Please book all events in advance except open days.

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Our talks for 2017 commenced with the fascinating subject
of garden photography by Mark Saunders (Head Gardener
from Fittleworth House near. Petworth). Mark thrilled us
with lots of techniques and ideas, which will help us to
produce brilliant results.

BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT
"Mary, Mary" Denise Moseling our quizmaster announced was our next round
of questions. Jokers were played but to our consternation Mary Mary proved to
be quite contrary. Teams rallied round and found answers to these gardening
themed questions. Not quite as we thought on famous ladies.

The March talk ‘The Modern Kitchen Garden’ will be given by Barry Newman.

A big thank you to Denise for setting the questions and being a superb
quizmaster making it such an enjoyable event for the 80 contestants. Our
evening had started with a sumptuous homemade meal prepared by local chefs,
Jeannette and John Foreman. The committee extended a warm welcome to new
comers and we look forward to seeing them at future events in 2017.

The second talk will take place on Monday March 20th at the Recreational
Pavilion Hall, Middle Street, Brockham at 7.30pm.

Barry is a well known grower, exhibitor, lecturer and NVS and Britain in
Bloom judge. His talk will cover the traditional approach to growing
vegetables, container growing in small spaces and raised bed cultivation.

Entrance fee £3 All Members and Non-members welcome

An exciting close run finish - 1st Liberal Elite, 2nd Buckland Shaggers and 3rd
The Ignorant
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GATTON PARK EVENTS - APRIL 2017

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY.

Sunday 2nd April Gardens & Park Open
Park and gardens open all afternoon, bird hide open, free guided tours and free
activities for children, including the Wild Things play trail. 1-5pm Cost: Adults
£5 children free
Monday 10th April – Friday 14th April Tea in the Japanese Garden
Why not treat your friends and family to morning or afternoon cream tea in our
Japanese tea house? Surrounded by nature, enjoy exclusive use of the garden for
a cream tea or variety of cakes, tea and coffee. Buggy ride included! Morning &
afternoon slots available. Max 6 per group. Adults £10 per person. Children £5
each. (£40 min charge). £10 Deposit required to reserve booking
Saturday 22nd April Quiz Night
In partnership with the Gatton Community Theatre. Bring your favourite tipple
and join in the fun!
Teams of up to 6 people. 7.30pm Cost: £10 per head (including fish and chip
supper)

Sunday 23rd April Garden Structures
A one day course making garden structures (obelisks and sunflowers) from willow
with underwoodsman John Waller in the beautiful setting of Gatton Park.
Materials and tools provided.
10.00am – 4.30pm Cost: Adults £55 (Please bring your own packed lunch)

The Betchworth Tennis Tournament will be held in 2017 on
Saturday July 22nd and Sunday July 23rd
GP ONLINE SERVICES
You can now not only book appointments and order repeat prescriptions online,
you can also access your GP records and check test results online. You can
register for online services at Brockwood Medical Practice or, if you are already
registered, you can request the further online services now available by logging on
and clicking on “Online Account Management”.
BETCHWORTH VILLAGE ARCHIVES
Garden Photographs Wanted
As part of our forthcoming ‘Gardens’ exhibition on 8th and 9th April (see separate
notice), we would like to have a record of Betchworth gardens of today. If you
have photographs of your garden which you are happy to be displayed at the
exhibition and then stored in the Archives, we would be delighted to have them.
We would also welcome older photographs, as we have very few in the Archives.
Please send photos, with the location of the garden, the date (if possible) and any
other information to me, Karen Wilson, at: betchworthvillagearchives@gmail.com
We look forward to receiving your photos and seeing you at the exhibition!
Karen Wilson, Betchworth Village Archives

Children’s Activities
Pre-booking required for all activities except where indicated.
Children under eight must be accompanied by an adult.
Wednesday 5th April Family Treasure Hunt! (4 – 7 years)
Follow the clues to explore Gatton Park to claim your prize!
10am – 12noon or 1.30 – 3.30pm Cost: £7.50 per child
Thursday 6th April Design your own T-shirt (8+ years)
Learn printing techniques and then create your own T-shirt to take home
10am – 12noon Cost: £10 per child
Friday 7th April Toddler Trails and Tales (2 – 4 years)
Enjoy the story of Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs and go for a walk around
the park to bring it to life. 10 – 11.30am or 1.30 – 3pm Cost: £7.50 per child
Parish Magazine
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BETCHWORTH OPERATIC AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY
BODS invite you to an open evening of informal play readings on Tuesday 7th
March,7.45 pm at Betchwor th Village Memor ial Hall (Geoffr ey Browne
Room). Pull up a chair and try your hand at reading or just enjoy listening in a
social atmosphere and hear about BODS productions. No stage work on this
occasion.
We are always pleased to welcome prospective new members to our team, for
both on and off stage involvement.
For further information contact our website www bodsweb.com or telephone
Pam Patch on 01737 844138.

Parish Magazine

15

Betchworth - March 2017

Local Reports and Notices

Village Reports and Notices

The Concertgoers also have a concert by the Kammerphilharmonie
Europa, a chamber orchestra of talented young musicians from
across Europe. Their programme has several concert favourites including Grieg’s Holberg suite and Holst’s St Paul’s suite - and it
will also feature a performance of Hummel’s brilliant and virtuosic
trumpet concerto.
This month’s lunchtime concert at St Martin’s church will be given
by soprano Alison Bishop plus pianist. Watermill Jazz meets every
Tuesday evening with a different line-up of performers each week details will be on the website.
And finally there are two screenings at the Dorking Halls. Live
from the Bolshoi in Moscow comes a programme of contemporary
ballet. And from the Royal Opera House in London comes a live
relay of Puccini’s Madame Butterfly, a tragic story of love and selfsacrifice in an exotic Japanese setting.
Ian Codd
BUCKLAND ONE WORLD GROUP
Friday 24 March at 8pm in Buckland Reading Room
MADAGASCAR RE-VISITED
A presentation by Theresa Haine, formerly Director of the charity Money for
Madagascar. Theresa has recently returned from one of the poorest countries in
YORGJIN OXO
On Saturday 28 January, Rotary Club of Reigate hosted at Betchworth Village
Hall, a stunning dramatic performance by Farnham Maltings theatre group of the
play Yorgjin Oxo. Written by Thomas Crowe, the play was first performed in
2005 with the relatively unknown Tom Hiddleston in the lead role.
The capacity audience was greeted by "Nordic" hosts serving "Marshland Tea"
and pastries, prior to their being transported to the wet marshlands which formed
the backdrop to the story. The tale was told by the players who wove themselves
amongst the audience creating a magical backdrop. The creative skill of the
players enthralled us with sounds of rainfall, wildlife, squelching mud and the
"Impossible noise" that were all embracing.
The performance was followed by wine and nibbles. A wonderful night was had
by all.
Diana Bromley
Parish Magazine
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MUSIC IN DORKING - MARCH 2017
4th at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free, 01306 884229
5th at 3.00, Piatti string quartet at Dorking Halls, £20, 01306 740619
7th 14th 21st 28th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf
club, 07415 815784
12th at 7.00, Bach St Matthew Passion at Dorking Halls, £9-17,
01403 240093
18th at 9.00, LHMF Youth choirs competition at Dorking Halls
18th at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s, £15, 01306
881821
19th at 3.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306
881717
25th at 7.30, Kammerphilharmonie Europa at Dorking Halls, £1225, 01306 740619
30th at 7.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306
881717
The Leith Hill Musical Festival has its first concert this month
under its new conductor Jonathan Willcocks - a performance of
Bach’s great choral masterpiece, the St Matthew Passion. Then
comes the youth choirs day, in which some thirty school choirs and
other young singers perform and compete - a veritable feast of
young talent. The main festival competitions and concerts will
follow in April.
Further choral music is provided by Brockham choral society.
Under their musical director Patrick Barrett, and supported by
soloists and orchestra, the choir will perform Puccini’s Messa di
Gloria along with some well-known opera choruses. If bought in
advance, the tickets are only £12.
The Dorking Concertgoers present the second concert by the Piatti
string quartet. Their series of three concerts is featuring all the
quartets of Brahms, and in this concert it is the turn of quartet no.2,
a light and graceful work. Also on the programme are a short piece
by Webern, Britten’s Three divertimenti and an early Haydn
quartet. The final concert of the series will follow in April.
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SINGING AT BROOME PARK
It was Hans Christian Anderson who said "When
words fail, music speaks" and this is never truer
than when performing before the residents at
Broome Park Nursing Home.
Many of the residents have memory difficulties
and some have lost the power of fluent speech
due to their illness, but when the Betchworth
Village Singers visit Broome Park to perform
their repertoire of popular songs from days gone
by, the residents visibly brighten and even sing-along with them.
The nursing home is very grateful to this wonderful group of local singers who
give up their time to perform for them. The residents really look forward to
their monthly visits.
Hopefully the worst of the cold and snowy weather is
behind us and the children will be able to play outside
and enjoy the spring weather. We are now halfway
through the school year and it’s good to see how well
the Reception children have settled into the school
routine. They have rapidly become independent
learners familiar with all the resources and equipment
that they might need. Many of our children were new
to our three sites at Betchworth, Leigh and Brockham
but have quickly made new friends and arrive at school bursting with
enthusiasm.
With the lighter nights and better weather children will be out and about on
their bicycles and scooters. In order to make sure our children are safe on the
roads and pavements we have road safety training and skills training for all our
pupils. However, sadly the roads around our sites are no longer safe for our
young cyclists largely due to the speed of much of our local traffic, and some
dangerous and inconsiderate parking. We are, therefore, currently thinking
about ways to improve the congestion during our early morning drop off and
after school pick up. I am very grateful to the parents and local residents who
are supporting us with this work.
This month ends with Mothering Sunday, always a happy occasion in school
and an opportunity for children to remember to say ‘thank you’ for everything
that their mothers do for them.
Jane Douglass, Headteacher North Downs Primary School, Betchworth
Village, Brockham Village, Leigh Village
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FARM DIARY MARCH 17
Winter, and this normally means maintenance, maintenance of machines,
hedges, fences and ditches. The arable crops are dormant and just waiting for
soil temperature to rise as we go in to spring and they will be away .Our crop
specialist paid a visit and was inquiring on the progress of the winter oat crop
and in particular the height of the plants. This is due to a mix up at the seed
supplier, and some farmers were sold Spring sown oats instead of winter sown
After a sigh of relief we realised we have sown winter oats ,but I'm told that if
we had Spring oats sown in the autumn, they would be up to your knees by
now! Our oats are ankle height, so someone's for the high jump!

THE DORKING GROUP OF ARTISTS – SPRING EXHIBITION 2017

The winter wheat is doing well. The tillers and black grass population is very
low. Black grass is THE problem weed of modern arable farming, the only real
way to control it is continuous ploughing. Where black grass seed is buried deep
and populations are kept low, we are lucky to have fairly clean arable ground
and we are lucky to be able to control black grass at germination with a preemergence spray .The grass comes up like a hair and the spray has a high
success rate, if left unchecked it will completely wipe out a crop.

The Dorking Group of Artists, probably the largest art group in Surrey, will be
holding their popular annual Spring Exhibition at Betchworth Village Hall.
Exhibiting members, many professionals among them, will be displaying over
250 pieces of new and original art, all for sale at affordable prices. The paintings
will appeal to all tastes with different subjects and styles, and in a wide variety
of prices and media. There will be large selection of unframed paintings for sale
too. Entrance to the exhibition is free.

We have sheep in Wonham Lane, first time in a very long time. They are
grazing off Autumn sown turnips which they love It does look a bit barren after
time but there are plenty of turnips to munch and, turnip waste and sheep
manure adds to organic matter. As soon as the sheep are off and the ground is
dry enough we will sow Spring barley and hopefully a good crop will follow.
We are trying lots of tricks now to try and look after the ground, so if a success
we may have sheep on Betchworth common, but the rotation has to be correct
with an early harvest of winter barley so the turnips go in early .My only
concern would be people controlling their dogs around the common field.

The exhibition, at Betchworth Village Hall

Ditching. I love ditching, especially when the ditch has not been dug for years
and you can see the water go down and land drains begin to run again. It's one
of those jobs that you can see the good you are doing there and then, and then in
a year’s time you can still see the effects of having clean ditches on the land. It's
difficult to find a good ditch digger. Everyone will tell you they know how to
dig a ditch even though they have never done so before. Someone, I think from
Brockham, commented on the Amateur work done on the ditches in Wellhouse
lane last year. They were dug out to perfection and only demonstrated their lack
of knowledge on such matters.
Cow news! We have two new calves at the time of writing and they are doing
well. Another 126 to go, so a few late nights and early mornings from now on.
We have already sorted some replacements for next year. We need to go bull
shopping as our older Simmental bull had to go. He kept going off his feet and
his important bits looked, well, uneven.
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Station Rd, Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7DF, is open:
Saturday 29th April – Monday 1st May 10.00am – 6.00pm
The exhibition closes at 4pm on Monday 1st May
The Dorking Group of Artists meets on Tuesday afternoons at Beare Green
Village Hall from September through to Easter. Membership is open to artists
of all abilities, from beginner to professional and costs just £20 per calendar
year. The activities programme is varied and includes workshops and
demonstrations.
(Outdoor painting and sketching during the summer months).
For more information contact Jane Anderson Wood (Chairman)
Tel: 01372 375123 Email j.andersonwood@gmail.com
BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS
Do something amazing! Save a life this month! Blood donations can be given in
the area as follows:
17th March, 2017, 1400-16.30 and 17.30-20.00 at the Mobile unit, Dorking halls.
For further details ring 08457 711711 or visit www.blood.co.uk
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GATTON PARK COMMUNITY THEATRE
“
Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten
before God.”

Would you like to take part in a new piece of community theatre? Gatton
Community Theatre is inviting adults and children (aged 8+) to be involved either
as actors or backstage helpers in their next summer production at Gatton Park. To
express and interest or to find out more you are invited to come along to drama
workshops being held at Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, on Sunday
26th February 2.30-4.30pm and/or Saturday 4th March 2.30-4.30pm. (Meeting in
the Royal Alexandra & Albert School Chapel)
The production itself will be a newly commissioned piece of theatre, If a Sparrow
Should Fall, and will take the form of an open air promenade theatre production
within the beautiful grounds of Gatton Park, Reigate, with eight performances
taking place over two weeks in July 2017. Rehearsals will start after Easter. The
production will be directed by Libby Egwuba.
The play will follow Legion, a homeless ex-serviceman, his dog and a sparrow on
a journey of self-discovery. During his search for an acceptance of who he is and a
cure for his sickness, Legion meets a number of animals who tell him stories of a
miracle healer - the sparrow, a cat, a magpie, a mouse, and others, and so he
begins his search until finally he encounters The Lamb. Familiar stories from the
bible are the inspiration for the animal’s own original stories; at times funny and
at others poignant it will be the story of a journey of discovery, friendship and
love and suitable for all ages of audience, both adults and children aged 8+
We are hoping that once again we will have a large cast of people of all ages and
from all walks of life who would like to be involved. We welcome anyone of any
age, experience or ability who wishes to take part, as either actors or backstage
help, and the production will appeal to audiences of all ages. There are no
membership fees.
Inspiration for the play comes from Luke 12:6 and Matthew 6:25-34
“

Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten
before God.”
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a
single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
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PEBBLECOMBE W I

DORKING MUSEUM IN MARCH

Cold winter evenings go with comfort food so we opted for a fish and chip supper
to celebrate the New Year at our January meeting. The proposed resolutions to go
before the NFWI annual general meeting in Liverpool in June from which we
were required to select the most practical, were thoroughly discussed. As with
other local groups, our decision was then registered with Surrey FWI for counting.
"Why did I buy that ingredient?" was the title of Mrs. Manning's talk and
demonstration at our February meeting. The uses of many unusual pulses, rice and
pasta were explained and samples of prepared dishes with buckwheat and pungent
herbs were tasted while Mrs .Manning cooked a quinoa based stew with drained
tinned beans, tuna and water chestnuts. In a visual quiz members struggled to
identify many coloured varieties of rice, pulses and pasta from different regions,
plus curious beans. Dried seaweed, marmite and pesto also featured along with
black eyed peas. Just in case, Mrs. Manning advised that the use of cumin is
reputed to avoid excess wind. Members thoroughly enjoyed taking part in a
fiesta of colourful and unusual foods. More sedate cooking will grace our cake
stalls at our annual Teas on the Green on 11th June.
Mayfield Lavender will be the theme of our next meeting at the Hamilton Room,
Church Street, Betchworth at 7.45 pm on Thursday 2nd March. Visitors are
always most welcome.
Pam Patch.
SPRING CLEANING 2017
The annual spring cleaning of St. Michael’s will take place from 2.00 – 5.00pm
on Sunday 2nd April and from 9.30-4.00pm on Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th.
Please come and help for as long as you can – the more helpers the quicker the
job gets done, but every half hour helps. No sex discrimination – men very
welcome. Cleaning materials provided.
Jane Forrester (01737 843498)

Enjoy a cuppa in a Fairtrade Break for Fairtrade
Fortnight. Sale of Goods to support Opportunities
Through Trade. Contact Rector for more details. 6th
March 9:30-12:30pm at The Rectory.
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Our current exhibition: Dor king
Museum’s spring exhibition portrays
everyday life in a small medieval
village in the 13th-15th centuries.
‘Medieval Betchworth’, mounted in
association with the Betchworth
Village Archives team, tells of the
manor, the mill, the church and the
villagers working on the land. Not
just the sleepy rural life though: half
of the villagers fell victim to the
Black Death, at least three English
kings passed through the village, as
well as the French Crown Prince Louis, whilst one local served as Henry V’s
chief surgeon at the Battle of Agincourt.
English Tourism Week (25th March-2nd April): Dor king Museum is open
as normal. Individual bookings are being taken for Guided Walks around
historic Dorking (Saturday 1st April, 11am), Tours of Dorking’s South Street
Caves (Saturday 1st April, 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm) and Guided Walks on the
Deepdene Trail, including entry to the 19th century Hope family mausoleum
(Sunday 2nd April, 2pm). Walks take 90 minutes and Cave tours 45 minutes.
See the website for details and bookings (Dorking walks £3, Deepdene Trail £4,
Caves tours £6 per person).
Groups can also book Dorking or Deepdene Trail walks, Cave tours or group
Museum visits by appointment on a date to suit you. Details, prices and
bookings through the Museum website.
From strength to strength! Visitor s to the Museum wer e up by near ly a
third in 2016 – to well over 4,000 – apart from more than 2,000 who took our
guided walks of the town and Deepdene Trail, came to our Gallery Talks or
were visited by our schools and care homes teams. But we do rely on our
enthusiastic team of volunteers to be able to maintain and build on these
activities. If you have a few hours to help out and would like to get involved,
there are many varied opportunities that may interest you, whether in the
Museum, out in the community or working from home. Look at the Volunteer
Opportunities page of our website, e-mail, write or phone to find out more.
The Museum is at 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS. Open Thursday, Friday,
Saturday 10am-4pm. Visit www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
Enquiries to
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or phone 01306 876591.
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