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Parish LetterñMarch 2017 

Dear Everyone, 

COURGETTES OUT OF SEASON 

I recently came across a photograph of myself with other 
clergy tossing a pancake, as you do. It was Shrove Tuesday 
and a pancake race was being staged although it wasnôt me that 
was doing the racing. Pancake races go back a long way. It 
was in the village of Olney in Buckinghamshire in 1445 that 
the idea seems to have first taken hold. A race is still held there 
today. Those racing line up in the Market Square carrying a 
cooked pancake in a frying pan and run about 400 yards to the 
Parish Church. The winner receives a kiss and a prayer book from the vicar. Of 
course originally the vicar would have been a man and the runners all ladies of the 
parish. Itôs a bit different now (thankfully). If a race was staged in parishes like 
Betchworth and Buckland there may well be gentleman of the parish lining up 
with the hope of receiving a just reward for their endeavours. 

There was a practical side to Shrove Tuesday observance because pancakes were 
an easy way of using up food not indulged in during Lent which began the next 
day on Ash Wednesday. The ceremony associated with Ash Wednesday is ashing. 
The sign of the cross is made on our foreheads by the priest who says: Remember 
you are dust and to dust you shall return. Turn away from sin and be faithful to 
Christ. It is an intimate moment in which there is a sharing of our common 
humanity; we have all failed in some way or another and sharing that failure draws 
us closer together. It also touches on the point of Lent which is to reflect, as best 
we may, on Jesusô time in the wilderness and our own wilderness experiences and 
how we respond to them. 

The church year is shaped by seasons like Lent which gives way to Easter in the 
way that Winter gives way to Spring. There was recently some disgust, if not 
panic, because courgettes were in short supply. Spain was experiencing a cold 
spell and the courgettes were not growing. Diehards snorted their disgust too and 
bemoaned those who expect everything to be available all the year round. I donôt 
suppose a courgette out of season does much harm but seasons have their point. In 
the church they remind us of the life of Christ as we follow his life story through 
readings and ceremonies. In nature we appreciate the glory of creation in all its 
variety. And in the seasons of life we recognise each season as it comes and the 
opportunities it brings; high jinks in youth and ñwhat do they knowò in old age, or 
is it the other way round?  

The seasons of life and all that they can bring is perhaps captured nowhere better 
than in Victor Hugoôs ñLes Miserablesò often described as the greatest novel of 
the 19th century. Although it is to be wondered how many people have actually 
read it to the end since it runs to 1500 pages. Despite this it has become a very 
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popular story as a film and stage musical. It is the basis of this yearôs Lent Course 
and you may see the film in Christ Church Hall Brockham on Friday 3 March at 
7.30 ï free! The hero of the story is ex-convict Jean Valjean and his experience of 
redemption. Victor Hugo described the story in this way: it is a progress from evil 
to good, from injustice to justice, from falsehood to truth, from night to day, from 
appetite to conscience, from corruption to life, from bestiality to duty, from 
heaven to hell, from nothingness to God.  

Ash Wednesday falls this year on 1st March which is also St Davidôs Day, 
commemorating the Welch patron saint. St David was a 6th century monk who 
lived a very simple life and encouraged others to do the same. His last words 
before he died on March 1st were ñdo the little things in lifeò which is still today, 
Iôm told, a well known phrase in Welch. Lent doesnôt have to be momentous to be 
valuable it simply has to value the little things which make up so much of the 
seasons of our lives. 

David Eaton 

CLEANING ROTA  -  MARCH 2017 

DATE CHANCEL NAVE AISLES 

03-Mar Mrs Power 
Mrs Wickens   

Mrs Slot   

10-Mar Mrs North 
Mrs Ferrett  Mrs Allsop 

Mrs Ridley  Mrs Sykes 

17-Mar Mrs Armitage 
Mrs Hollingworth   

Mrs Scotcher   

24-Mar Mrs Forrest 
Mrs Stow  Mrs Hardy 

Mrs Hutton  Mrs Pruszynska 

31-Mar Mrs Chalker 
Mrs Wickens   

Mrs Slot   

07-Apr Mrs North 
Mrs Scotcher Mrs Allsop 

Mrs Hollingworth Mrs Sykes 
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 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

DOWNSVALE Nursing Home  

Telephone: 01306 887652/883157 
Email:  wendy@monarchcareltd.com 
Website:  www.downsvale.co.uk 
Address:  6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1PT 

Specialised, Professional Care 
within a Homely Atmosphere 
Downsvale is a Nursing Home set 
in beautiful grounds with views to 
Boxhill.  The home offers those 
seeking residence a friendly and 
comfortable environment with 24 
hour qualified nursing care. 
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb 
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 

and Arboriculturist                       
Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3  7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 

Funeral Directors &  
Monumental Masons  

SHERLOCK FUNERAL SERVICE 
Family business  

established over 100 years  
TRELLIS HOUSE, 190 SOUTH 

STREET, DORKING RH4 2ES  

 Tel: 01306 882266  

E-mail: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk  
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MARCH SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL�¶S AND ST MARY�¶S 

Date St. Michael�¶s Betchworth St. Mary�¶s Buckland 

1st March 
Ash Wednesday 

4pm Contemplative Prayer 
(New Vestry Space) 

 
8pm Holy Communion 
(Imposition of Ashes) 

3rd March 
Women�¶s World 
Day of Prayer 

10:30am Joint Upper Mole Group Service, Buckland 

5th March 
1st Sunday of 
Lent 

 
 
11am Parish Communion**  

9:30am Parish Communion 

12th March 
2nd Sunday of 
Lent 

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
11am Matins** 

 
9:30am Iona Parish  
Communion 

19th March 
3rd Sunday of 
Lent  

 8am Holy Communion 

10:30am Joint All Age Family Service, Buckland 

5pm Choral Evensong  

26th March 
4th Sunday of 
Lent 
 
Mothering  
Sunday  

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
10am Posy making in the 
Hamilton Room* 
 
11am All Age Mothering 
Sunday Family Service**  
(Posies given out) 

 
9:30am All Age Mothering 
Sunday Parish Communion 
(Posies given out) 

2nd April 
5th Sunday of 
Lent 

 
 
11am Parish Communion 
(followed by APCM) 

9:30am Parish Communion 

*     In the Hamilton Room 
**   Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are 
just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together 


