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STILL PLOUGHING, STILL SCATTERING 

In last month’s Betchworth Magazine local farmer Martin gave an update on all 
things harvest from his first-hand experience on the land and in the tractor. 
Always a good read Martin puts harvest into modern day context. He says: 
Farming is a funny old game and it involves all different types of industries, 
different people and characters, the council, the police, government, the EU, 
world markets, grain traders, butchers, auctioneers, tree surgeons, 
environmentalists, fishermen and the odd bad egg.  

Many of the favourite harvest hymns were written in the 19th century, and none 
the worse for that, but things were much simpler then and local. We plough the 
fields and scatter the good seed on the land, but it is fed and watered by God’s 
almighty hand sees only two operators to ensure bringing in a good harvest – 
the farmer and God. In one sense that is still true. We have every reason to be 
thankful to God, and to Martin and farmers like him, for getting in the harvest 
and putting food on our tables. But as Martin recognises there are now many 
other hands on the plough as well as his. 

Because of this life has got a lot more complicated from the consumer’s point of 
view as well. We who enjoy the fruits of the harvest are faced with questions 
both small and great about what we are eating and how it arrived in the shops.  

There are issues about what is actually good for you and what is not. This is 
especially true about processed food and what it contains, as well as the effect 
that the use of herbicides and pesticides may or may not be having. There are 
challenges around how animals are kept and what they like and don’t like.  

Should we buy veg that comes from overseas and clocks up many air miles, or 
should we be only too happy to help Third World farmers find a market? Is it 
best to only eat what’s in season in this country rather than expect, for example, 
courgettes all the year round from overseas?  Fair Trade products look like a 
good deal for all concerned but why is Sainsbury’s changing its fair trade 
policy? 

Leaving the EU poses another set of questions about markets, subsidies and 
standards and who will set them and enforce them. 

Food is being produced but who’s getting it? Poverty is still a huge issue and 
some people have more than enough food on our plates but for many their ration 
continues to be meagre and at times non-existent.  

Then there is climate change. Are you a believer or a denier, are you sitting on 
the fence or blissfully unaware? Mr Trump has taken the USA out of the Paris 
Climate Change Agreement. Is this because he really doesn’t think climate 
change is created by human activity or because it threatens big business and the 
bottom line? The weather is definitely changing, but what’s it doing to food 
production and water supply and how should we respond? 

What the hymn We plough the fields and scatter acknowledges is that all the 
good gifts which we enjoy come from God and we should be thankful for his 
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provision. That’s the point of harvest thanks giving after all, but what the hymn 
is short on is our responsibility.  

The Bible calls this stewardship. God has given us his earth to utilise and enjoy. 
We are stewards for a while in our generation. We don’t own it. We certainly 
can’t take it with us. So we must look after it. 

It is the looking after that has become a lot more complicated. Part of being a 
good steward is being well informed.  When you get close to a problem it is 
usually more complicated than a first glance suggests. That’s why evidence 
based argument is what counts and rhetoric usually short of the mark. We have to 
do our homework. 

Good stewardship may also be about getting involved. Not everyone is by nature 
an activist but if we always leave it to someone else it may mean we get the 
wrong answers and bad practise. Have you written to your MP lately or lent your 
support to a pressure group you can believe in? 

Prayer is part of stewardship; when we pray we offer back to God all that he has 
given to us. We acknowledge our thankfulness for all the good things we enjoy. 
We begin to understand the need to look after the earth and not simply use it or 
exploit it.  

God is our Father and so we are brothers and sisters of one 
another.  This means we recognise our responsibility to other 
people to share the harvests of the world in a way that looks 
after the earth and feeds everyone. 

This month we celebrate Harvest Thanksgiving. When we do 
so there will be a great deal to think about and a great deal to 
bring to God for his blessing and direction. It is all part of 
being good stewards of all that has been entrusted to us.  

David Eaton  

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE Sunday 17th September 10.30 am, St. 
Michael’s   

We shall be decorating the Church for Harvest from Friday 15th September at 
9.30am. Fresh produce – home grown or otherwise – would be greatly 
appreciated. Your gifts may be left in the Church prior to this if it is more 
convenient, or on the Saturday. Gifts of flowers arrangements or small plants are 
particularly helpful as they can easily be distributed to the elderly and bereaved in 
the parish.   

Other gifts (dried goods, tins, Harvest boxes) will be most welcome, and will be 
blessed during the Harvest Festival Service on Sunday 17th September at 
10.30am. These gifts will be donated to the Food bank at Welcare in Redhill for 
families in need. If you are responding to our recent leaflet with a promise of time, 
talents or money, we should love to receive the pledge forms at the Harvest 
Festival with your harvest gifts 

On Saturday 16th there are Family Messy Harvest Activities being organized in 
the Reading Room in Buckland and it is hoped that the young people will help to 
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 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

DOWNSVALE Nursing Home 

Telephone: 01306 887652/883157 
Email:  wendy@monarchcareltd.com 
Website:  www.downsvale.co.uk 
Address:  6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1PT 

Specialised, Professional Care 
within a Homely Atmosphere 
Downsvale is a Nursing Home set 
in beautiful grounds with views to 
Boxhill.  The home offers those 
seeking residence a friendly and 
comfortable environment with 24 
hour qualified nursing care.  
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb 
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 

and Arboriculturist                       
Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3  7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 
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produce some decorations for gifts and a banner for display in church.  All are 
welcome to pop in to help and join in.  (10.30- 12.30 pm)  

Following the service on the 17th September at 12 Noon Drinks will be served 
and you are welcome to join us for the HARVEST BBQ on Goulburn Green. 
This will also include a Fun Dog Show and Tug of War! Do please get your 
tickets in advance and bring them with you for your food and your first drink.  

Tickets:  Adults £8 and Under 16s £4.  Available after church, and from Debbie at 
Betchworth Post Office.  

Our grateful thanks to all who help prepare for our Harvest Festival.  

Hilary and Linda  

The Churchwardens  

AT HARVEST TIME WHAT CAN WE DO? 

We can send help to people who are unable to help themselves through poverty 
and lack of a supportive infrastructure. 

This year harvest funds will be sent to:- 

Against Malaria Charity: This organisation distributes treated mosquito nets to 
areas where malaria is endemic. Half a million people die each year from 
malaria. Nets have long lasting insecticidal treatment to prevent the very high 
death rate in many countries worldwide. Each net costs just over £2, which 
includes distribution and monitoring of their use. 

Lunghi  Sierra Leone Charity: Founded and organised by local residents Mel 
and Richard Evans the aim of the project which has been running for years is to 
relieve poverty, develop education, and improve health care in a suburb of 
Lunghi. Last year our donation went towards the provision of a diagnostic unit, 
this year we will be supporting an accessible blood bank as part of the medical 
centre, and continue to contribute to the educational programme as it develops.  

Farming Community Network: A Charity founded to support British farmers 
suffering increasing stress and anxiety as farmers cope with declining market 
prices, bovine TB and late payment of rural grants. FCN provides practical and 
pastoral support where farming conditions become stressful unmanageable in the 
current climate.  

Welcare: The local branch of Welcare, the family charity, run a food bank for 
their clients when they are unable to afford normal food purchase for a family. 
Donations of tinned and dried foodstuffs are warmly welcomed, to be added to 
the ever-decreasing food bank.  

Please help St Michael’s and St Mary’s congregations to support the many 
people in need at home and abroad with food donations and financial giving. 
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Date St. Michael’s Betchworth St. Mary’s Buckland 

3rd September 
12th Sunday  
after Trinity 

 
 
10:45am Sunday Club* 
 
11am Holy Communion** 

9:30am Parish  
Communion 
 
 

10th September 
13th Sunday  
after Trinity  

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
11am Matins** 

 
9:30am Iona Parish  
Communion 
 

17th September 
14th Sunday  
after Trinity  

 8am Holy Communion 

10:30am Joint All-Age Harvest Festival 
at St Michael’s, Betchworth 
Followed by Harvest BBQ  

24th September 
15th Sunday  
after Trinity  

8am Holy Communion 
 

 
 

10:30am Harvest Parish Communion at  
St Mary’s, Buckland Followed by Harvest Lunch  

 6.30 pm Upper Mole Group 
Deanery Confirmation   
Service with Rt Revd  

    Jonathan Clark  

 

1st October 
16th Sunday  
after Trinity 

 
 
10:45am Sunday Club* 
 
11am Holy Communion** 

9:30am Parish  
Communion 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER  SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S 

*     In the Hamilton Room 
**   Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are 

just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together 
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PICTURE FRAMING 

 

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *  
* CANVAS PRINTING * 

  
* FREE COLLECTION * 

* AND DELIVERY SERVICE * 
 

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS 
CALL 01737 222424 

 

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE 
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk 

 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 
TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

THE HAIR S TUDIO 
ON BROCKHAM GREEN 

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm 

Unisex sa lon 

Carefree hair for  

your ind ividua l needs 

Tel 01737 843533 

• Grass Cutting • Weed Control  

• Hedge Cutting • Leaf Clearance 

• Tree Work • Garden Clearance 

Josh Flynn Tree & Gardening 
Services 

All aspects of Tree & Garden Maintenance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hardwood Logs for sale  

 

 

T: 01737 202179 
M: 07920 715779 

 joshflynn2012@hotmail.co.uk 

NEED A CARER? 
• Highly experienced and qualified 

• Hours to suit your needs 

• References available on request 

Contact Cheryl 
07810 881267 
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S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

•  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

•  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

•  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

•  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

•  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  

 

 Chris 
  Long 
                    

 

 

 

• GRASSCUTTING 

• HEDGE CUTTING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCE 

• SHED & GARAGE 
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS 

 

TEL:  01737 844039 
MOB: 07887 505811 

 

 

Barrie 07710 328848 
E: info@bc-carpentry.co.uk 

W: bc-carpentry.co.uk 
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CLEANING ROTA  -  SEPTEMBER 

 

DATE CHANCEL NAVE AISLES 

01 - Sept Mrs Hardy 
Mrs Wickens   

Mrs Slot   

08 - Sept Mrs North 
Mrs Ferrett  Mrs Chalker 

Mrs Ridley  Mrs Forrest 

15 - Sept Mrs Armitage 
Mrs Hollingworth   

Mrs Scotcher   

22 - Sept Mrs Forrest 
Mrs Stow  Mrs Power 

Mrs Hutton  Mrs Pruszynska 

29 - Sept Mrs Hardy 
Mrs Wickens   

Mrs Slot   

06 - Oct Mrs North 
Mrs Scotcher  Mrs Chalker 

Mrs Hollingworth  Mrs Power 

CHURCH COLLECTIONS  

April 2017 
Collections £652.55 
Donations and sales £232.87 
Total  £885.42 
(Of which Gift Aided £552) 
  

May 2017 
Collections £462.06 
Donations and sales £100.01 
Total  £562.07 
(Of which Gift Aided £275) 
  

June 2017 
Collections £459.75 
Donations and sales £81.42 
Total  £541.67 
(Of which Gift Aided £402.90) 
  

July 2017 
Collections £559.52 
Donations and sales £171.76 
Total  £731.28 
(Of which Gift Aided £619.30) 
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For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC –  COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL 
 

 

 

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating 
 

Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting 
 

Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work 
 

 

 

For Free Advice and Estimates call: 
 

01737 843844  or  07850 563091 
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FROM THE REGISTERS: SEPTEMBER 2017 

Baptisms 

We welcome into the church: 

20th August Elliot John Clements, St Michael’s 

 

Weddings 

We send our congratulations to: 

12th August Victoria Louise Hampton and Lewis Robert Breach, St Michael’s 

12th August Chloe Roberts and Max Chiltern, St Michael’s 

Funerals and Burials 

We send our condolences to the family and friends of those who have died:   

29th August    Michael John Hedley who died on 5th August 2017 aged 84  
  formerly of Shagbrook Lodge, Buckland  

 
A DAY OF REFLECTION 

Giving Thanks - Seeing all Things with the Eye of the Heart: Saturday 21st 
October 10am-4pm. Led by Beth Parfitt. 

This day of reflection offers the opportunity to step out of the busy whirl of our 
lives and spend some time in stillness and silence, nourished by talks and quiet 
meditation. 

Beth Parfitt has been a member of the World Community for Christian 
Meditation for over 25 years and has been involved at both central and local 
levels. She leads retreats, days of reflection and is a spiritual companion. 

St. John’s Seminary, Cranleigh Road, Wonersh, GU5 0QX, Suggested donation:
  £12:50; bring a packed lunch and drinks will be provided. 

To book a place:  Contact Patrick Coyne, Adrian Coyle, Rachel Curtis 
email: paulcnw10@aol.com or 07973 500 811   [state the event and your 
contact details very clearly] World Community for Christian Meditation 

 

mailto:paulcnw10@aol.com
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ST MARY AND ST MICHAEL CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 
CHILDRENS' PARTY - SATURDAY 17TH JUNE 2017 

When the invitation came through 
for our two sons to a Celebration 
of Baptisms Childrens' Party for 
those baptised in St Mary and St 
Michaels in the last 5 years, we 
knew it would be something a 
little special. Little did we know 
that it would be one of the best 
parties the boys have been to! Our 
Rector and her helpers have had 
many years of childrens' party 

experience between them, so it was a lovely 'old school' style British tea party 
celebration, complete with a ventriloquist magician and his wobbly magic 
wand! The children were mesmerised for over an hour as Paul Dumas produced 
his array of furry puppets and magic tricks from his suitcase, telling the jokes 
that us as parents found just as funny back when we were the same age as they 
are now. And as for the party tea, well, it was a real treat, for children and 
adults alike. Although the party was children orientated, it was a fantastic 
opportunity to meet and chat to other parents in the village, and see some 
familiar faces that we don't see that often anymore too. And of course, no 
childrens' party would be complete without balloon modelling... Carol's request 
for balloon doves tested Paul's skills somewhat, but all of the children were 
more than happy with the 'swan doves' that he produced by the dozen. Thank 
you to Carol and her wonderful team of helpers from both St Mary's and St 
Michael's for putting on such a fabulous occasion and delicious tea. You've set 
the bar high now for the next round of birthday parties! 
The Thornhill Family 

HERITAGE WEEKEND 
TEAS IN ST. MARY’S BUCKLAND 

CHURCH GROUNDS 
SUNDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2-5PM  

              
 COME ALONG AND ENJOY 

 HOMEMADE TEA  AND CAKE AS 
 WELL AS VISIT THE BELL TOWER. 
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PLAY THE ORGAN WORKSHOPS AT BETCHWORTH CHURCH  

On Thursday 13th July two ‘Play the Organ!’ Workshops’ were held for Year 6 
classes who came over on foot from North Downs Primary School in 
Brockham through the fields to Betchworth Church. 
The Workshop took the form of a presentation from the Rector about the basic 
workings and of the pipe organ, making comparisons between woodwind 
instruments, flute and clarinet and organ pipes (some of the latter were 
available to blow). This touched on the science of sound and the use of wind 
under pressure. All children, whether or not they already played an instrument, 
were encouraged to ‘have a go’ and most improvised by playing duets on the 
organ.   
Two particular memories stay with me. To make the have a go element work 
either the Rector or I had to select registration stops. One girl pupil spotted a 
button on the console with a forward facing arrow on it, said ‘What’s that’ and 
before an answer was given pressed it. This locked her into the preset 
combinations that D’Arcy Trinkwon had set up for his recent recital and she 
seemed delighted to watch the stops flying in and out as sound levels ebbed and 
flowed from the organ as she played and pressed the button. Another girl pupil 
very pointedly pushed in the stops that I had selected and tried her own 
selection of one stop at a time listening to the different sounds and power 
levels. She seemed delighted to discover the Cymbelstern stop (a set of untuned 
Bells). Two future Organists?  I hope so!   
We hope to repeat this next year for the then Year 6 classes. 
Melvin Hughes  
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www.SurreyChurchesPreservationTrust.org 

 
SURREY CHURCHES 

RIDE & STRIDE  
SATURDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

Ride or Stride round our churches & raise 
money for  

our own church and others in Surrey 
 

Details from our Church Organiser: 

Revd Carol Coslett, Rector 01727 842102  
or  

Hamish Donaldson, County Organiser, 01428 644473 
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 Te le p h o n e  M o b : 0 7 9 5 0  9 6 1 6 0 6   
        D a y :   0 1 3 7 2  3 7 7 7 5 7  

R id e  o n  M o w e r s  
R o ta r y  M o w e r s  
C y l in d e r  M o w e r s  
C h a i n s a w s  
S tr im m e r s  
H e d g e  C u tte r s  
R o te v a to r s  
B lo w e r  v a c s  

Q u a lity  s e c o n d  h a n d  e q u ip m e n t  

 

MOT Testing 

Station 
 

 

Repairs & Servicing 

to all makes 
 

 

Reigate Road 
Buckland, 

Near Reigate 
 

01737 
242766 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shorestone helps clients to build 

and preserve their financial wealth 
 

• Investments • Savings • Pensions 

• Wealth Management • Income 

Protection • Life Assurance 

www.shorestone.co.uk 

01737  844520/ 844409 
Shorestone  Financial LLP 

Nionisle House, Station Road, 

Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7BZ 

Shorestone Financial is authorised and regulated 

by the Financial Conduct Authority FCA No. 491901 

Registered in England No.OC 341462 



Parish Magazine                         Betchworth - September 2017 28 

 

Local Reports and Notices 

BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB  

Firstly, thank you to all who supported our stall in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer Charity at the Victorian Fair in July.  We 
raised £179. 

Our autumn meeting is on 21st September and we shall be 
making autumn/fall wreaths and swags using hessian, burlap and 
fresh/dried/faux materials.See pictures above.   

We meet at the Recreation Ground Pavilion in Middle Street, Brockham at 7.15 
pm for 7.30. For further details contact Ann Meadows on 842934. 

OSWALD AND THE MYSTERY OF COMET ISLAND  

As part of the Mole Valley Arts Alive Festival 2017, two local writer/
composers are putting on a public reading of a brand new musical - an 
adaptation of the book “Oswald and the End of the World” by Andrew 
Strong. It is taking place at Betchworth War Memorial Village Hall on 
Saturday October 21st so put it in your diaries. 

Tom and Martin look forward to seeing you there. 

Tickets from Sheila Gray at sheilagray@talktalk.net 01737 843258 or from 
Ticket Source (50p booking fee) 

THE TAXI DRIVER 

A taxi passenger tapped the driver on the shoulder to ask him a question. 

The driver screamed, lost control of the car, nearly hit a bus, went up on the 
pavement and stopped a few inches from a shop window. 

For a second everything went quiet in the cab, then the driver said: ‘’Look mate, 
don’t ever do that again. You scared the daylights out of me!” 

The passenger apologised and said:  “I didn’t realise that a little tap would scare 
you so much”. 

The driver replied:  “Sorry it’s not really your fault. Today is my first day as a 
cab driver – I’ve been driving a hearse for the last 25 years” 

BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS 
Do something amazing! Save a life this month! Blood donations can be given in 
the area as follows:- 
21st September, 2017, 1400-16.30 and 17.30-20.00 at the Mobile unit, Dorking 
halls. 
For further details ring 08457 711711 or visit www.blood.co.uk 
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Christian Aid Week 14th-20th May 2017  

 
The amount collected in Betchworth during Christian Aid Week was £1474.93, 
including Gift Aid.  Many thanks to all for your generous response. 
Hilary Ely 

ALMS BAGS 

Since the introduction of Gift Aid envelopes, our alms bags have been too 
small, they have now been replaced by new larger velvet bags to 
accommodate the envelopes. They were made by Sue Whyler, my son 
Andrew’s mother-in-law, the mother of his beloved wife Sarah who died very 
suddenly, along with her newborn daughter, nine years ago.  

We would be grateful for people to sponsor the bags – there are four of each 
of the four liturgical colours (red, white, green and purple), so sixteen 
altogether – at a cost of £40 per bag. Similar bags from church suppliers cost 
at least £50. 

It is proposed that any excess over the cost of the materials should go to 
Niemann-Pick Disease Group UK. Sarah suffered from Niemann-Pick 
Disease Type C, a rare disease affecting the liver, brain and spleen. This leads 
to intellectual decline, seizures and loss of mobility and motor skills. Speech 
can become slurred and swallowing difficult. Fortunately for Sarah, the 
disease was still mainly latent and she might have lived to 60 before the worst 
symptoms appeared but she had serious liver problems from birth. Her death 
was not caused by the disease, but it might have lowered her immune system. 
Her brother, now in his 40s, also suffers from Niemann-Pick C and has 
developed problems much younger. He has frequent falls, he is clumsy and 
forgetful and his speech is slurred. People tend to think that he is drunk, 
drugged or stupid which is very cruel as he is a charming, intelligent, kind 
man. 

NPUK is grateful for, and relies on, donations to support sufferers and to try 
to find a cure for this rare but horrid disease. 

If you would like to sponsor a bag, please contact a churchwarden. 

Jane Forrester 

http://www.blood.co.uk
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LEITH HILL PLACE 

The cycle race is over, the school holidays have flown by and it is 
impossible to believe that autumn is nearly upon us.  

At Leith Hill Place the Wedgwood exhibition has been very popular 
with our visitors. It has altered people’s perception of Wedgwood 

pottery, some of the ceramics being very unlike the well-known Jasperware, 
while some of the older items appear remarkably modern. If you have not yet 
been to see the collection, it will be exhibited until the end of October. 

We have also been hosting a variety of art exhibitions at the house over the 
summer, showcasing local artists working in a variety of different media. Most 
recently, Louise Scillitoe Brown exhibited contemporary artwork exploring 
light, shadow and colour. Her Camera Obscura was a great hit with visitors, 
showing the basis for photography, while her Spectrum Pavilion installation 
used panels of vivid colour to blend shadows into ever-changing tints and hues. 

Our current exhibition features work by Stuart Burch. Drawing inspiration from 
the woodlands and forests of the Surrey landscape, ‘Among Trees’ is a 
celebration of trees in their simple beauty and the enchantment of woodland 
places. It begins on 25th August and runs until 1st October. Entrance to all 
exhibitions is free, but admission charges apply for non-members. 

Other events this month include Heritage Open Day on Saturday 9th 
September, when entry is free to everyone. Two local potters will be 
demonstrating their craft, while audio presentations about the life and work of 
Ralph Vaughan Williams take place every hour. Booking for the presentations 
is advised (01306 711685). 

From Friday 29th September to Sunday 1st October between 11 am and 5 
pm, Debbie Hastings is running a rag rug crafting workshop and displaying her 
rugs. No booking necessary, admission charges apply. 

Finally, on Friday 6th October an exhibition about the great storm of 1987 
opens. If you have any photographs of or stories about the destruction that day 
for the exhibition, please let us have your material by the middle of September. 
Thank you. 

GATTON PARK EVENTS 

Sunday 1st October   Gardens and Grounds Open  

Park and gardens open all afternoon, bird hide open, free guided tours and free 

activities for children, including the Wild Things play trail. 



Parish Magazine                         Betchworth - September 2017 26 

 

Local Reports and Notices 

MUSIC IN DORKING - SEPTEMBER 2017 

5th 12th 19th 26th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415 
815784 

15th at 7.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £16.50, 01306 881717 

20th at 7.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717 

24th at 2.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717 

There are just a few events in September.  Many more will follow in October 
and November as the new season of music gets really underway. 

The Dorking Halls offers three opera screenings this month. First comes Carmen 
on the Lake, a spectacular performance of Bizet’s tale of love and revenge, 
famous for its colourful Spanish music and its passionate melodies.  This 
production was recorded live on a floating stage during the Bregenz Festival in 
Austria. Then comes a live relay of Mozart’s fantasy opera The Magic Flute 
from the Royal Opera House. The music ranges from the delightful songs of 
Papageno the bird-catcher to the brilliant virtuosic fireworks of the wicked 
Queen of the Night. The performance is repeated in an encore screening a few 
days later. 

Watermill Jazz meets every Tuesday evening at the Betchworth Park golf club, 
with a different line-up of performers each week. Full details will be on the 
website.  

Ian Codd 

Jim Docking gives an illustrated talk, "Dorking's Lost Pubs", to the Buckland 
One World Group on Friday 15th September, 8pm, in Buckland Reading Room, 
Old Road.  Admission free with a collection in aid of the Group’s core charity, 
Money for Madagascar.   

Heritage Open Days (September 7th to 10th): This year’s theme is ‘Wheels in 
Motion’. Free Museum entry on Saturday 9th September, 10am-4pm – count all 
the wheels that we have in our collection to win a prize. Free Museum events 
include historic Dorking town walk on 9th (11am), and Deepdene Trail walks on 
8th (2.30pm) and 9th (10.30am).  Details and booking: HOD website, 
www.heritageopendays.org.uk.   

Guided walks and tours: Group bookings by appointment throughout 
September. Open days for individual bookings: Historic Town Walk (10th 
September, 11am), Deepdene Trail walk (10th September, 10.30am), Town centre 
pub walk (20th September, 6pm) and South Street Caves tours (30th September, 
10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm).  See website for details, group bookings and further 
open days. 

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.  Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or 
phone 01306 876591. 
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FARM DIARY 

Good grief, when is the rain going to stop! Harvest should be well underway. 
We cut the oilseed rape just in time as you could probably see from our 
Facebook page, but that was that. At the time of writing the combine has not 
moved for a week and we should have cut the winter barley and thinking of 
cutting the oats on Betchworth Common or even been teased by the wheat. All 
the time quality could be being affected. One conciliation is when the crop 
judges came round they said our wheat was the greenest they had seen that day, 
so that may give ours a longer life in the field and hopefully hold on to quality. I 
maybe making that all up in my mind but it makes me feel better! And on the 
thought of being judged we still have not had the results of the growing crops 
competition, fingers crossed! The oilseed rape came off well under moisture 
(below 9%) and within all the other criteria on the sale contract, which is 
becoming harder and harder to fulfil as each year passes. I'm expecting DNA 
and fingerprints for next year. 

As I sit down to continue with the 'Farm Diary' after two weeks, I reread the 
previous paragraph and realise not much has changed. Our winter barley has 
been cut and in the shed, we managed to get about two thirds of the straw off 
the field before the rain lashed down again. It was lucky we chopped up the last 
third of barley straw straight out the back of the combine as it would not have 
got baled. If it did we would have made a big mess getting it out, which in turn 
would have made it difficult to get the following crop in the ground, which 
happens to oilseed rape. I think at this stage it seems like it is going to be touch 
and go to as to how well the oilseed goes in the ground. We like to get a good 
seedbed, this helps with every part of germination, from slug control to weed 
control and of course eventual yield. It is going to be difficult on the heavier 
clay soil, and with the seed being so expensive it is a big gamble. 

Harvesting wheat is the next challenge. We were going to cut the oats on the 
common field after the barley but the wheat is worth more and prone to 
germinating in the ear, so the oats will just have to hold on. They look in a 
pretty poor state but with a bit of luck they should hold on a bit longer. They are 
not flat on the floor yet, just bent over and 10 to 12 inches off the deck, so 
fingers crossed! 

Having had so much rain the crops are doing quite well putting up with it. Our 
problem now comes that the crop with some sun and wind will dry but the 
ground underneath will remain wet. This makes travelling across fields a messy 
affair and can mean stuck combines, tractors and sinking trailers, which makes 
it all very frustrating. 

On the cow front they are making the most of the lush grass from the rain. 
Usually this time of year the grass is almost dead looking and the cows have 
large areas to roam, but we are managing their grazing by moving them around, 

mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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concentrating the grazing on small areas which stops the grass growing away and 
going to seed. Hopefully the Bulls have done their job, we just need to keep an 
eye out for cows coming on heat. One or two is not a problem, but if we have a lot 
then it's the bull, which is a significant problem, I'm sure this is not the case this 
year, you tend to find it’s the old cows that don't get in calf and so we keep the 
herd young by culling them out. It's a tough policy but they have to earn their keep  

We have made good progress through the wheat, it is yielding quite high around 4 
ton/acre which is great and if we get milling quality it will be even better, let’s 
hope summer turns up soon! 

 

 

 

 

 
Be the best you can be, every day 

Once more we are back at the beginning of a new school year. We have been 
joined by 57 children in our two Reception classes at Betchworth and Brockham, 
plus the children who have joined other classes throughout the school. Some 
have joined us from local Infant schools, others have moved into the area from 
further afield.  

Mrs Crowther and Mr Morton have joined our teaching team this term and so we 
extend a very big welcome to our new pupils and staff, all striving to: ‘Be the 
best you can be, every day.’ 

Our Open Mornings at Brockham and Betchworth will be in early November. If 
you know anyone who has a child due to start school in September 2018, or who 
will be transferring from a local Infant school, please tell them to look for details 
on our school website. I am always happy to show prospective parents round our 
school sites, so if you are unable to make the November dates please give me a 
call and we will arrange an appointment. 

All information about our school, including newsletters, photos of activities and 
information about what we teach can be found on our school website. Please do 
take the time to look at our website – we have many photos in the gallery of our 
activities from this last school year - and find out what goes on at our school. 

Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh 
Village 
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URGENT APPEAL FOR HOMES 

We are an animal charity seeking homes for the many unwanted cats, kittens and 
dogs that come into our care.  

 

Shona (on the left) is an older female who loves sitting on laps and being 

stroked. She's not very keen on other cats so is looking for a home as an only 

cat. She could also be an indoor cat. 

Pierre (above right) is a large tabby and white male around 2 years. He loves 

company and for the moment he is on his own.  He would love a home where he 

can be loved by someone and would possibly make a good companion for 

another cat.  He absolutely adores dogs, particularly one of our rescues Rudy 

who has now found a loving home. 

We also have lots of beautiful kittens and cats looking for a loving owner like 

you! 

If you can offer a loving forever home please call 01737 843166 (Evenings after 
7pm) or anytime on 07918 056196) 

DORKING MUSEUM IN SEPTEMBER 

There is still time to catch up with – or revisit – the Museum’s summer 
exhibition, “Time Gentlemen Please! The story of Dorking pubs”, which 
closes in October. The exhibition explores the growth and decline of Dorking’s 
pubs and beerhouses over several centuries, giving an insight into the changing 
lifestyle, needs and fortunes of the community. Displays highlight individual 
establishments that have served residents and travellers, and reveal many of the 
town’s ‘lost inns’.   

Families are welcome – a pub sign drawing competition for children and some 
old pub games. The extensively illustrated ‘Time Gentlemen Please’ book by 
David Langford and Jim Docking explores the ups and downs of the trade and 
gives the low-down on more than 50 individual establishments.  
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PHARMACY – NORTH HOLMWOOD SURGERY 
Following many years of uncertainty and reduced local services for dispensing 
of medication, we are pleased to let you know that a pharmacy will be opening 
in part of the Practice premises on Monday 4th September 2017. 
The pharmacy will be able to dispense NHS acute and repeat medication and 
will sell over the counter products such as aspirin and Paracetamol to any 
person wishing to uses their services, whether of not they are a patient of the 
practice.  
Patients are free to use any pharmacy of their choice. 

Would you like to meet new people, take part in new activities while being 
out and about over the summer months? 

Volunteer Centre Epsom & Ewell and Mole Valley has volunteering 
opportunities involving outdoor pursuits such as gardening & conservation 
projects, leading walking groups, helping disabled children & adults ride 
adapted bikes or becoming a sports buddy.  

If you have a few hours a week to spare we can help you find a volunteering 
role that suits you.  Contact us at the Volunteer Centre in Dorking on 01306 
640369 or email vcdorking@vamidsurrey.org 

If you are over 55 and live in the Mole Valley 
area, you can use Age Concern’s free computer 
courses based in either Dorking or Leatherhead.   

The course runs once a week for 6-8 weeks. 
Topics covered will include:  browsing on the internet, basic keyboard and 
mouse skills, using an iPad/Tablet, setting up and using your own email or 
skype accounts and how to shop on the internet as well.  

Those who already own a laptop or an iPad/Tablet are encouraged to bring 
that to learn on. Computers can be provided as well – it’s up to you!   

Before coming to the course, you must register your interest by telephoning 
07442 017169 / 01306 899104 or by email: 
info@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk                Registered Charity No 1111678 
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BETCHWORTH TENNIS TOURNAMENT 2017 

How quickly the familiar notice in the Parish Magazine comes round telling us 
of the date for the all important summer fixture. The next month a slightly more 
insistent call for entrants to make themselves known is followed by an almost 
hysterical plea, (or a phone call) as numbers are down!  But then order prevails, 
the July magazine sets it all out, where to go, who is playing, who is hosting the 
lunch, the barbeque and calls for volunteers for the many unseen jobs. This year 
some of Eiluned’s work, the mechanics of who plays where, was faultlessly 
taken on by the Kervens, so a big thank you to them. We all know just how 
much work goes into our favourite weekend of the year, by so many people. 
Thank you all. 

The weather proved to be the enemy unusually on the Saturday. By lunch time 
only about half of the matches were played, and as we arrived at the Winter’s 
beautiful garden, where thankfully there was rain cover for most of us, the rain 
came down, and down and down, and no more matches were able to be played. 
We met again at the Hardy’s house in the evening, which seems, chameleon 
like, to change itself to whatever weather is thrown at it, and we were all able to 
eat the most delicious barbeque, prepared by the Hardy boys, father, and 
Graham Edwards. Great fun as always, high noise level, telephone numbers 
swapped, face book friends made, children from the village forming holiday 
friendships, such an enormously important part of these village events. The 
barbeque was absolutely delicious, the bar impeccably run by the Ferrets, and 
salads provided by various ladies of the village. 

Whilst the remainder of the unfinished matches were being played on Sunday 
morning, and miraculously four winning couples were found from each group), 
Peter Slot was preaching at St. Michael’s  and pointed out that the last line of 
the last hymn (which was Christ is the World’s True Light) was ‘Come Prince 
of Peace and reign!’ With the tennis in mind, it really wasn’t what was needed, 
and nor did we get it. Thank goodness!  

The matches were very much a family affair this year. Under grey and 
darkening skies, the first semi final was played  between Andrew Parker and 
Charlotte his daughter, opposite twin daughter Yasmin and her partner Ross 
Radley. I believe that the twins have still not had to play in a final against each 
other. It’s probably a good thing! The match was played in excellent spirit, and 
with plenty of exciting rallies, but team Parker won by 6 games to 3.   

We then watched the second semi final between Joan Bird and son Alastair, 
against Diana Fitchett and her son in law Moe Wehby. A noisier match, hotly 
contested with one game producing eleven deuces! Diana and Moe came 
through winning by 6 - 4. 

George Bird umpired very positively and we were told that this year was the 
37th Betchworth Tennis Tournament to be held. Ros Rokison is the only player 
this year who played in the first one. Susan…..the wife of the then Rector,
…..had the idea, and we are all so glad she did.  

Tea scrum! Delicious sandwiches, cakes, whole bevy of helpers who made the 
food, some who set it up and helped serve, then the washers up, the table and 

mailto:vcdorking@vamidsurrey.org
mailto:info@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk
http://ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk/
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chairs putter outers, and afterwards it all has to come down. Always little groups 
of children chasing a ball or each other, the scene doesn’t change except the ones 
who used to run round are now watching their children do the same. We all 
cherish this village, for the sense of continuity it gives us. 

We all eventually finished, and settled ourselves in for the Grand Final. 
Andrew Parker and daughter Charlotte, played beautifully and were a 
little too strong for the mother and son in law combo of Diana and Moe. 
We watched some enormously enjoyable tennis, the outcome being a 
win for the Parkers, 6 – 2, 6 – 3.   

With the rain still holding off, Miss Rosie  presented a 
bouquet to Jeanette Foreman who does so much for the 
village, both of them looking lovely. The ball boys and 
girls (ably trained by Caroline Chapman) were presented 
with Smarties, and George thanked Eiluned for the 
continuing hard work she puts in to the tennis tournament. 

We sometimes forget to thank her for hosting both the tournament and 
the tea. The garden always looks so beautiful it must take a lot of hard 
work. 

The proceeds amounted to £1289 and this will go to the Velocity Wheelchair 
Racing Club, and in particular to Hugo Patteson-Knight whose hope is to race in 
the World Championships, 2019  

BRILLIANCE 
Brilliance - Light for a Winter's Night. A Farnham Maltings play, subsidised by 
The Arts Council, brought to you by Reigate Rotary. This play is touring 
villages throughout Southern England, illustrating the changes to Rural Life 
brought about by the introduction of electric light. 

Betchworth Village Memorial Hall, 20th October 7:30pm. £12.50 including 
nibbles and Bar. Tickets available from Buckland Village Stores, Betchworth 
Post Office and/or Iain Laurenson 01737 248909.  

JAZZ CAFE 
Dorking's popular Greensand Band swing the night away in a special memorial 
gig for founder member David Ord. Enjoy the cafe atmosphere and soak up the 
jazz over a glass and a bite. Nibbles provided, bring your own drink (and 
something to drink from). 
Saturday 14th October 8.00pm to 10.15pm - Admission: £10    Proceeds to 
St Catherine's Hospice. 
Box Office: sheilagray@talktalk.net or 01737 843258 
Betchworth Village War Memorial Hall, Station Road, Betchworth RH3 7DF 
Tony Earnshaw 
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THE SHOP AT STROOD GREEN 

A big thank you to everyone who supported our raffle in July and our Pimm’s 
tent at the Victorian Fair. We raised an impressive £550 from the raffle, 50% of 
which was gratefully received by Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance. Our Pimm’s 
Tent was also very popular and sold out, raising £645 to go towards our new 
canopy for the Shop. Thank you for all your support and for those who donated 
equipment and time. 

ANOTHER LOYALTY CARD  

As well as a card for hot drinks, we have added a new one for produce, which is 
also proving very popular. For every £10 you spend in the Shop (not including 
tobacco products, newspapers/magazines or discounted goods) you will receive a 
stamp on your card. Once it is full, it may be exchanged for 10% off your next 
purchase, including alcohol!! Perhaps you have your eye on a bottle of Silent 
Pool Gin, or their new one, called “Albury”…. 

CHEGWORTH FARM JUICES 

We stock a large range of these delicious juices from the heart of Kent. Chemical-
free and no added sugar, you know you are getting a great product and supporting 
local businesses at the same time. 

SPICES FOR AUTUMN FRUIT 

Why buy a whole jar when you can buy just enough! We have a basket with 
small bags of spices, such as cloves, cinnamon, ginger and mixed spice, perfect 
for your needs. Prices starting at just 20p And for those who are starting to think 
about Christmas puddings/cakes already, you need go no further for your spices. 

COMING UP IN OCTOBER……..APPLE PRESS 

We are very excited that an apple press will be visiting, and set up outside the 
shop (date to be confirmed) where you can bring along your windfalls and turn 
them into delicious juice. See October’s Parish Magazine, and posters in the Shop 
for details nearer the time. 

AND FINALLY 

By the time you are reading this, Christmas stock will be starting to arrive at our 
shop!! Watch this space!! 

Christine, Sam and all the Staff. 

01737 843965 

Email: stroodgreenshop@gmail.com 

Website: www.theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk  

Facebook: The Shop at Strood Green 

mailto:sheilagray@talktalk.net
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DORKING MUSEUM – THE DEEPDENE TRAIL WALK 

Opening Times Pre-booking: Required 
Friday 8 September: Tour 1430 
Saturday 9 September: Tour 1030 

 
All participants must pre-book via the Dorking Museum website 
Booking Contact: Dorking Museum 
Email: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk 
Go to: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/heritage-open-days-dorking-museum-
deepdene-walk-tickets-34423041243 
Booking opens: 13 August 2017 10:00 
Booking closes: 4 September 2017 17:00 

Access 
Well behaved dogs on leads are welcome - but are not allowed into the 
Mausoleum.. However one the guides will be able to look after your dog. 
Additional information 
Max 25 people per tour/session. 

Directions 
The walk starts 100 metres further south from the entrance to Kuoni. The entrance 
to the walk is clearly signposted from the A24. Deepdene Avenue, Dorking, 
Surrey, RH5 4AZ 
 
LEIGH 

ST BARTHOLOMEWS CHURCH 

Opening Times No booking required 

Thursday 7 September: 1000 - 1700 
Friday 8 September: 1000 - 1700 
Saturday 9 September: 1000 - 1700; 1500 - 1700 access to church tower and 
opportunity to ring bells; 1400 - 1700 adventure trail 
Sunday 10 September: 1000 - 1700; Heritage tour 1500 
Directions 
In the centre of the village of Leigh, south of A25 between Dorking and Reigate 
Church Road, Leigh, Dorking, Surrey, RH2 8NJ 
 

BOX HILL 

Opening Times No booking required 
Saturday 9 September: 1000-1500 
Sunday 10 September: 1000-1500 
Directions 
The Learning Space at Box Hill is to the right hand side of the servery and café at 
the top of Box Hill. Box Hill Learning Space, Boxhill Road, Tadworth, Surrey, 
KT20 7LB 
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BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

It is with deep sadness we have to report that BGHS has lost one of their most 
prominent committee members, Mike Alford. Mike, our Vice-Chairmen passed 
away unexpectedly. Mike was a devoted member of the Society and will be 
greatly missed, not only by the Committee but the Members too. The Society 
send their best wishes and condolences to Mike’s wife and family  

Brockham Green Horticultural Society’s Autumn Show will be held at the 
Betchworth Village War Memorial Hall on Saturday September 23rd. The 
Autumn Show, the highlight of the gardening calendar is always well supported 
by members of the Society. Our exhibitors have the opportunity to display their 
home grown fruit and vegetables, display their gardening skills and produce 
exciting and imaginative crafts. With the numerous categories the Show’s 
entries are always of a very high standard. Please join us for a very pleasant 
afternoon. 

All entry forms must be received no later than 6pm on Thursday 21st 
September. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/heritage-open-days-dorking-museum-deepdene-walk-tickets-34423041243
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/heritage-open-days-dorking-museum-deepdene-walk-tickets-34423041243


Parish Magazine                         Betchworth - September 2017 20 

 

Local Reports and Notices 

 

Heritage Open Days: 7th-10th September 2017 

Theme this year: Wheels in Motion  

BROCKHAM 
Chalk pits and lime kilns last worked in 1936 and a hearthstone mine shaft last 
worked in 1925, now a Scheduled Ancient Monument and important nature 
reserve and bat hibernation site. Short guided walk to see chalk pits, kilns and 
mine shaft. Walking over uneven ground. 

Opening Times No booking required 

Thursday 7 September: Guided Walks at 1300, 1430 & 1600 
Friday 8 September: Guided Walk at 1300, 1430 & 1600 
Sunday 10 September: Guided Walk 1030, 1300, 1430 & 1600 
Directions 
Chalk Pit Lane is a private road off the north side of the A25 a short way east of 
the turning to Brockham Green. No parking in Chalk Pit Lane. Parking in 
Brockham Lane is the closest location but care will be needed when crossing 
the A25. No parking in Chalk Pit Lane. Brockham Limeworks, Chalk Pit 
Lane, Brockham, Dorking, Surrey, RH3 7HA 
 
BUCKLAND 
THE BUNGALOW/VICTORIAN POND 
Opening Times No booking required 
Friday 8 September: 1100-1600 
Saturday 9 September: 1100-1600 
Directions 
Park at Buckland Nurseries, on the A25, and walk down the slip road opposite. 
It will be sign posted. The Bungalow, Reigate Road, Buckland, Dorking, 
Surrey, RH2 9RE 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND 

Opening times No booking required. 
Sunday 10 September: 14:00-17:00.   
Teas served in the church 
Directions 
The church lies on the A25 between Dorking and Reigate opposite Buckland 
Green and its lovely pond! Old Road, Buckland, Dorking, Surrey. RH3 7BB 
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DORKING 

DEEPDENE AND THE WARTIME RAILWAY 

Opening Times Pre-booking: Required 
Saturday 9th September: tour 1430 
 
The Deepdene Trail is free to explore at any time but guided tour must be pre-
booked. 
Booking Contact: Gail Mackintosh  
Call: 01306879273 
Email: thedeepdenetrail@molevalley.gov.uk 
Booking opens: 1 July 2017 09:00 
Booking closes: 8 September 2017 16:00 

Additional information 
Max 25 people per tour/session. The nearest parking is at the Dorking Halls/
Reigate Road car park, RH4 1SD a 10-15 minute walk to the meeting point at the 
Trail entrance. Please see our website www.deepdenetrail.co.uk for details on the 
route from the nearest parking to the Trail entrance in our 'Visit' section. 
Directions 
Meet at the entrance to the Trail, accessed on foot via Deepdene Avenue (A24) a 
few minutes walk south from the Dorking (Cockerel) roundabout. Walking South 
from the roundabout you will arrive at the entrance about 100 yards after the 
Kuoni offices site on your left. Deepdene Trail , Deepdene Avenue , Dorking, 
Surrey, RH5 4AZ 

DORKING CAVE TOUR 

Opening Times Pre-booking: Required 
Saturday 9 September: Tour 1000, 1100, 1300, 1400 

Pre-booking via the Dorking Museum 
Booking Contact: Dorking Museum 
Go to: http://www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk/south-street-caves 

Access 
WC nearby. No wheelchair access. The tour is not suitable for people with bad 
arthritis, heart or breathing problems, claustrophobia, arachnophobia or advanced 
pregnancy. Sensible footwear must be worn. People wearing flip flops, high heels 
and open-toed shoes will not be admitted. 
 
Additional information 
Max 12 people per tour/session. Please come 10 mins early for the safety briefing. 
The entrance is beside the War Memorial in South Street. 
Directions 
Opposite Waitrose, beside the War Memorial. South Street, Dorking, Surrey, 
RH4 2HQ 

http://www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk/south-street-caves

