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Parish Letter—July 2017
PASSING IT ON
When my Dad died we had to clear out his shed. He kept quite a
lot of things that were a central part of his life. He had worked
with wood all his life. In the event I inherited the lot and it went
from his shed to my shed, hand tools of one kind and another.
They were valuable to him and I have used them from time to
time myself, but the time came when there had to be a reckoning
and a sorting out.
I have been delighted to discover Tools with a Mission who collect unwanted
tools of all kinds – electrical, sewing and knitting, gardening, carpentry, plumbing
and building – refurbish them when needed and assemble them in trade kits. They
then dispatch them to developing countries where they are much needed and much
appreciated. Hilda Burden (01737 842516) in Brockham is their local
representative and she will be delighted to hear from you if you have tools you
would like to pass on.
The things we inherit within our families are passed on from one generation to
another. We are simply stewards, for a time, of what is entrusted to us. We own
nothing absolutely. We can’t take it with us, even though some of us would like to
try! The things which are valuable can often be used by others coming after us
even though they may need adapting to different situations.
If it isn’t stretching the analogy too far it is exactly the same when it comes to
church life. Stewardship is a watchword that old hands will be familiar with. It
means that in church life we aim to pass on the treasure we inherit when it comes
to faith and belief. There would not be a believing church at all if others had not
done exactly that down the generations before us.
To do this today we must pay our way, and pay as we go, to ensure that the life of
the church can continue. What we inherit is valuable. God has been generous to us
and given us the gift of life and faith he asks us to be generous in return.
The way church finance works is that there are two centres of funding: diocese
and parish. The diocese, in our case Southwark, holds the ring when it comes to
ministry. Southwark collect monies from the parishes to finance the ministry of
the church – stipends, housing, pensions, training.
The parishes each have their own expenditure for their church building, services
and other local costs. Today about 60% of ministry is on a voluntary basis from
self-supporting and retired clergy and others. This means that stipendiary clergy
who earn their living from ministry make up the other 40%. A clergy incumbent
stipend is currently £26,000+ housing + pension.
It used to be the case that dioceses sent a bill to local parishes for a share of the
total diocesan budget. But in an imaginative move Southwark reversed the process
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recently so that each parish now pledges how much it thinks it can and would like
to pay to the overall pot. St Michael’s Betchworth and St Mary’s Buckland
believe that for the current year a pledge of £54,000 between them is reasonable
and achievable: St Michael’s - £33,000 St Mary’s £21,000. This figure falls
below what it actually costs to have a full time Rector by about £20,000. When on
-costs of housing, pension and training are added this figure comes to about
£76,000.
Local parish costs are considerable especially when it comes to keeping in good
repair ancient and listed church buildings. Local expenditure apart from what we
contribute to the diocese for ministry is about £40,000.
So, and here’s the rub, we are not paying our way, (in fact we are being supported
by other less well-off parishes) and we must do better. Some people are already
doing all they can and this is not a plea for you to go into the red or over commit
yourself. However it is a plea to all of us to review our level of giving or to begin
giving on a regular basis if you are not doing so already.
You may not be a church attender at all but would just like to support the upkeep
of the building. You can do this at St Mary’s Buckland by joining The Friends or
at St Michael’s Betchworth by earmarking your giving for the Fabric Fund.
Whatever you can do is very welcome. You can simply increase your standing
order at the bank or contact either Treasurers Charles Hardy or Barbara Thomas if
you would like to speak to someone directly.
Thank you to everyone for all you do to support church life financially and
through volunteering. Churches would not be able to continue at all without the
many people who give generously in both these ways. Money is always a difficult
subject to talk about. Please contact me if you have any issues you would like to
discuss further.
David Eaton
SAVE THE DATE - 2018 FLOWER FESTIVAL
From 26th to 28th May next year St Michael's Church will be filled with flowers
showcasing wonderful local talent with the theme of All Things Bright and
Beautiful. It is a fundraising event to raise money that will be used solely to
maintain the fabric of our historic church. If you would like to become involved
in any way please get in touch but to give you an idea of what help we need the
following people are always necessary:
car park attendants
church stewards
people to help with refreshments
If you would like to be involved in any way please contact me on 01737 844632 /
david.slater2@tiscali.co.uk
Many thanks, Linda Slater
Parish Magazine

2

Betchworth - July 2017

Parish Magazine

31

Betchworth - July 2017

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

JULY SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S

Date
2nd July
3rd Sunday
after Trinity

St. Michael’s Betchworth

St. Mary’s Buckland
9:30am Parish Communion

10:45am Sunday Club*
11am Parish Communion

th

9 July
4th Sunday
after Trinity

8am Holy Communion
9:30am Iona Parish
Communion
11am Matins**

16th July
5th Sunday
after Trinity

8am Holy Communion
10:30am Joint All Age
Service + Baptisms at St Michael’s, Betchworth
5pm Choral Evensong

23rd July
6thSunday
after Trinity

8am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion
11am Parish Communion

th

30 July
7thSunday
after Trinity

8am Holy Communion
10:30am Joint Parish
Communion

6th August
9:30am Parish Communion
Transfiguration
of our Lord
11am Parish Communion**
* In the Hamilton Room
** Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are
just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together
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FROM THE REGISTERS: JULY 2017
Baptisms
We welcome into the Church
21st May
Molly Caroline Patterson, St Michael’s
11th June
Lily Jayne Russell
Clementine Lily Munroe
Weddings
We send our congratulations to:
21st May
Jane Baxendale & Christopher Siegle, St Michael’s
10th June
Lizzie Oliphant & Sam Robinson, St Michael’s
Funerals and Burials
We send our codolenes to the family and friends of those who have died
15th June, St Michaels
Frederick Benjamin Ellis formally of Rose Cottage,
Brockham Green, who died on 18th May aged 90 years.

Serena and Ross Munroe with Clementine
Molly Patterson

REIGATE DEANERY
A Service of Healing and Wholeness
9th July 2017 …….. a time to gather and rest and worship in
God’s presence, with an opportunity to receive prayer, anointing
with oil and simply share the grace-filled communion and
company of God’s people in bread and wine
Hosted by St Matthew’s Church, Station Road Redhill, at 6.30 PM.
ALL ARE WELCOME
For any further details please contact Chris Elliott: Phone 01737 244919
Email reigatedeanery@gmail.com
Parish Magazine
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The weather was not always on our side and we seemed to
have lost a number of useful foot soldiers during the week,
but those stalwarts that were able to make door to door
collections ensured that our red bags were not left empty.
British churches founded Christian Aid in 1945 to support
refugees who had lost their homes and 12 years later
Christian Aid week was launched.
In our church service we saw a moving film about one such refugee, Theodore,
who with others fled his country in search of safety and has been a Christian Aid
collector for sixty years! Refugees became this year's theme and focused on
Nejebar whose family had to flee Afghanistan after the Taliban threatened to kill
members of her family as her husband was a teacher!
Of course Christian Aid supports many of those thrown-up on beaches in the
southern Mediterranean.
Some of the pain and desperation of refugees was brought home by a song
especially composed by Martin Coslett and Tom Briscombe who took the
song 'Refugee-Me' to three school assemblies. Our visiting CA Representative
Carrie Woodard who spoke at our church service was most complimentary of our
CA support and of the banners and buntings that were displayed at St Michael's
and St Mary's.
Finally, a Christian Aid 'BIG-BREKKIE' was held at the Rectory on the 22nd
May and was generously supported by many of our parishioners.
A huge thank you to all who contributed this year and to the wonderful Christian
Aid Collection Team who supported the cause and filled the bags.
Tom Briscombe
THE RECOVERY COURSE
Are you struggling with an addiciton to drugs, alcolhol, pronography, sex,
gambling, self-harming or some other compulsive behaviour that is spoiling your
life? Then why not try ‘The Recovery Course’?
A free 15-session Christian programme based on the Twelve Steps which starts on
Tuesday 12 September 2017 (7pm to 9.30pm) at St. Mary’s Church Centre, Chart
Lane, Reigate RH2 7RN.
Food is served from 7pm.
To
register
and
for
more
information
recoverycourse.redhillreigate@gmail.com;
phone: 01737 221100 or visit: www.stmaryreigate.org
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CHRISTMAS ……oh no you all say but it is only 6 months away so we are
already half way there!

PICTURE FRAMING
* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *
* CANVAS PRINTING *

It is hoped that after our successful Alternative Christmas Festival last Year, that
we might do one again, this year! This of course is dependent on those
organisations, clubs, groups of people, businesses etc. who might want to enter
their own, specially unique ‘Alternative’ Christmas Tree.

* FREE COLLECTION *
* AND DELIVERY SERVICE *

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS
CALL 01737 222424

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk

In the next few weeks, I will be getting in touch with those of you who entered last
year to see if you are willing to do it all again…or not! If there are any of you out
there who didn’t enter last year and would like to be involved this time, please get
in touch with me and let me know. I will be delighted to hear from you.
We have another initiative coming up this Christmas. We are planning to display
an 8 foot knitted Christmas Tree in church this year Everyone and anyone who can
knit or even those who can’t, but are willing to learn, will be asked to knit an 8
inch square. Details below. These will all then be collected and hung on a tree
shaped frame in a tiled effect to form a tree. Once assembled the tree will stay in
church until after Christmas. It will then be dismantled and the squares made into
blankets which will be sent to those who need them most.
So it will be a huge community project. It is really hoped that as many of you as
possible will get together and knit together, because we will need a lot of
squares!!! Maybe there are knitters out there who are willing to teach others to
knit. Maybe hold a coffee and knitting morning or a wine and knitting evening!
Ros Rokison has kindly said that she would coordinate the project for us. The
pattern for these squares is below.
I will be getting in touch with many of you in the next few weeks and posters will
be going up asking everyone to get involved. If you need any further information
please contact me.
Pam Armitage 01737 832806 or Ros Rokison on 01306 611244

PATTERN FOR SQUARES
Using double knitting wool in any shade of green, and 4.5mm knitting needles,
cast on 40 stitches. Knit 62 rows in all plain knitting, (not stocking stitch). CAST
OFF. Couldn’t be easier!
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J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

NEED A CARER?




Highly experienced and qualified
Hours to suit your needs
References available on request

Contact Cheryl
07810 881267
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NEXT ORGAN RECITAL
Saturday 23 September 2017 at 4.00 pm - Stephen Disley (Sub Organist,
Southwark Cathedral).
Stephen is one of the country's finest organists who as a recitalist and accompanist
has played at Westminster Abbey, Westminster Cathedral, St Paul's Cathedral,
Royal Albert Hall, Royal Festival Hall, King's College, Cambridge, and at
festivals at Salisbury, Peterborough, Lichfield, the City of London and the
International Organ Festival at St Albans. He has performed and broadcast with
ensembles such as the BBC Singers, the London Symphony Chorus, the Finzi
Singers and the Budapest Radio Choir. Stephen is Sub-Organist at Southwark
Cathedral and founding Director of its Girls' Choir and also is organist to the City
of London School.
Tickets
will
be
available
shortly
from
01737
8743498
or betchworthchurchmusic@hotmail.co.uk or on the door. Tickets £12 (under
14s, £8)
(Includes glass of wine/soft drink). In aid of Church Funds.
THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY celebr ates its 60th year in
2017 and what better way than to have a memorable and well attended AGM
with the Director of the AONB, Rob Fairbanks, who gave an in depth and very
informative talk on the varied activities and involvement of this organisation
which the Society is proud to support. We were enthralled and captivated by such
a knowledgeable speaker bringing his enthusiasm to life with slides, graphs and
statistics including:
Surrey has a 40% coverage of Woodland
1 Registered Beach (Frensham Great Pond)
2nd most cycled route in the world (Boxhill)
25% of open area for recreation
41% of Company Directors in the U.K live in Surrey
By way of a departure this year we had an interval with wine and cheese, which
allowed members to mingle and catch up. So a big thanks to Fiona and Debbie for
laying on these refreshments.
A retiring collection was made for the Surrey Hills Society, which raised £160.
Members left replete, buzzing with facts and figures and grateful in the knowledge
that we live in such a beautiful Area Of Natural Beauty.
Our next meeting is the summer BBQ on Sunday 2nd July at 2.00 pm to be held
on Goulburn Green so please put this date in your diary and join us for another
enjoyable event with friends and family - for tickets please contact Fiona Brindley
01737 841005 and for more details on the Betchworth & Buckland Society please
see: www.betchworthandbucklandsociety.co.uk
Dave Lynch
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THE BETCHWORTH TENNIS WEEKEND
What is really important about this special event is the chance to make new
friends and refresh faded acquaintanceships. This is a weekend for everyone in
the village, not just players and their immediate supporters.
SATURDAY JULY 22nd.
10 a.m. Knockout matches begin.
1.00 p.m. Lunch - Woodstock Farm, Gadbrook Road.
Sian and Ed Winter have generously offered to host the ploughman's lunch. It is
"Pay as you eat", wet or fine, anytime after 1.00 pm. Competitors please come
and bring your friends and supporters. There is no swimming pool, but there is a
jacuzzi which children are welcome to use, supervised by parents. Ring Sian on
01306 611662 for directions. Everyone is welcome.
7.00 p.m. BBQ - at Ravenleigh, Station Road. Many thanks to Charles and Julie
Hardy.
All the usual fun and games, plenty to eat and drink and some good music for a
bop or two. Pay as you eat and drink. Bring the family, young and old, and maybe
a folding chair or two. Swimming only with parental supervision. 01737 843327.
SUNDAY JULY 23rd.
2.30 p.m. Tennis semi-finals and finals and tea - The Red House, Old Reigate
Road..
Audience participation is essential at the semi-finals, so please come and join in
to ooh and aah, cheer and even hiss - but only at the occasional poor line call or
sleeping linesman, of course !
Our hosts, Eiluned and Peter Slot, are again welcoming everyone to their
perfectly-sited grassy mound, from which you may view, in agony or ecstasy, the
semi-finals and final. Come early to secure the best chairs - or bring your own and keep fingers crossed for good weather. As usual, there will be a delicious
English Garden Tea.
After the final, Rosy Alexander will present a posy to Jeanette Foreman, who has
kindly agreed to present the cup to the winners. The cup was given 36 years ago
in memory of the late General Goulburn.
HOW IT ALL WORKS.
SATURDAY JULY 22nd.10 a.m.
The qualifying rounds will be played American-style with each pair playing every
other pair in its group. If you have 6 couples in your group, play the best of 9
games (i.e. the first couple to win 5 games). If you have 7 couples in your group,
Parish Magazine
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play the best of 7 games (i.e. the first couple to win 4 games). The overall group
winners are the pair, who win the most matches in their group. The winners of
each group go through to the semi-finals on SUNDAY JULY 23rd at 2.30 p.m. In
the event of a draw, the possible winning couples should play one another again again the best of seven games.
SPECIAL RULE. Please note that only two deuces are allowed in any game. In
the event of a third deuce being called, the next (5th) point decides the game.
TENNIS BALLS. No need to bring your own! Tennis balls will be provided at
the court. Please put £1 in the tin to replace lost balls. Afterwards please gather
the balls up and return them to Eiluned or Fiona Patteson-Knight.
MOBILE PHONE. This can be useful for communication, but please try not to
distract players in mid-point.
ENTRY FEE. There is an entry fee of £ 5 per person. Please give your money to
the first couple in each group on Court A.
HELP NEEDED. On the gate on Sunday and 9 small flower ar r angements
for the tea tables
TENNIS TOURNAMENT GROUPS
Couples 1, 2, 3 and 4 should gather at Court A
Couples 5, 6, 7 and 8 should gather at Court B
Group 1
Court A - The Red House, Old Reigate Road - Eiluned Slot
Court B - The Old House, The Street - John Stone
1) Eiluned Slot and Bruce Knoefel
2) Julie and Charles Hardy
3) Tina and Cliff Travis
4) Fiona and Jack Allsop
5) John Stone and Naomi Makin
6) Hilary Edwards and Partner
7) Joan Bird and Partner
Group 2
Court A - Little Abbots, Snowerhill Road - Susie Redburn
Court B - Woodstock Farm, Gadbrook Road - Sian Winter
1) Susie Redburn and Peter Woods
2) Natalia and Jeremy Sykes
3) Harriet Allsop and Ali Hardy
4) Andrew and Charlotte Parker
5) Sian Winter and George Bird
6) Susanne Willis and Christopher Hardy
7) Camilla Peterken and Nick Peters
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Group 3
Court A - Little Santon Farm, Trumpets Hill - Sara Smart
Court B - The Stables, Sandhills - Tracy Lynch
1) Sara Smart and Ed Winter
2) Daniel and Rosie Kerven
3) Sophie and Taran Bassi
4) Jane and Martin Ferret
5) Paula and Dan Keays
6) Tracy and Andrew Lynch
7) Fiona and Richard Patteson-Knight
8) Diana Fitchett and Moe Wehbi
Group 4
Court A - Brettenham Barn, Gadbrook Road - Ros Rokison
Court B - The Old Laundrie, Gadbrook Road - Kate Kerven
1) Ros and Ken Rokison
2) Isobel Kershaw and Fred Knoefel
3) Yasmin Parker and Ross Radley
4) Georgina and Nigel Allsop
5) Kate and Joseph Kerven
6) Natasha and Edward Sykes
7) Chris and Ian Braidwood
8) Romena and Paul Rushton
MOLE VALLEY DISTRICT COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN
Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) is about to start work on its next Local
Plan, “Future Mole Valley”. The project will set out plans for land use in the
District for the next 15 years; it will include targets for delivering new
development as well as setting out those areas which will continue to be
protected.
This is about the future of the District for everybody who lives here, so it is vital
that we understand what you think. We need to help households who are
struggling to find suitable, affordable accommodation, create better conditions for
local businesses and adapt to the changing demands on - amongst other things retail and leisure services. Doing nothing is not an option. It is clear that
development will have to take place to meet these needs, and we want to
positively shape how and where that development goes for the benefit of all.
We are launching a consultation on two main themes: making the best use of
brownfield land, and the potential release of greenfield land. At this stage, the
consultation is not about specific sites for development but is seeking your views
on the options we have for general approaches to accommodating new
development.
The consultation runs from 1st July – 12th August 2017. See the video on our
Parish Magazine

10

Betchworth - July 2017

Parish Magazine

23

Betchworth - July 2017

Local Services

Village Reports and Notices
website at www.futuremolevalley.org which explains more. There is a questionnaire
covering the options, as well as space for you to give us any other ideas you may
have. During the consultation we will be hosting a series of events throughout the
District so that we can meet people face-to-face, answer questions and receive views
direct. We plan to be in [see meeting schedule] and look forward to seeing you then.
This is an opportunity foreveryone in our District to help shape the direction of
development to meet the housing and economic needs of Mole Valley, whilst
protecting the countryside that we all love so much. We need your views because
we need to get this right, so please do take part.
FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
COMMUNITY:
A group of people living in the same place or having a particular characteristic in
common.
COMMUNITY SPIRIT:
A feeling of involvement in and concern for one's local community.
Over the past few months of being Parish Clerk, it has become apparent to me
that Betchworth has a fair number of amazing individuals, who have an
unparalleled commitment to the village, the local environment and the wellbeing
of its residents. Whether fixing a fence, reporting a pothole or organising a
village social, Betchworth seems to have it pretty well covered. Along with these
wonderful unsung heroes, the village is full of groups, clubs and societies (and
Committees for aforementioned groups, clubs and societies) – all of whom ‘DO’
things which in some way forms the backbone for the community we live in.
Apparently though, the ‘older folk’ (I think I’m allowed to say that….) who to a
great degree lead the charge of our community of do-ers is, rather shockingly albeit by their own admission - getting older!
Many of you are I am sure aware that funds from MVDC to local Councils have
been cut. So inevitably more requirements are being put on us as a local
community to fill in the gaps which appear from time to time in the delivery of
local council services, or helping out around the Village. We don’t all have to be
doers – just willing every now and then to step up in some way when we recognize
that a gap might need filling.
Please keep your ears to the ground and be ready to volunteer – no previous
experience required.
Marion Hallet
“It is not more bigness that should be our goal. We must attempt, rather,
to bring people back to...the warmth of community, to the worth of
individual effort and responsibility...and of individuals working together as a
community, to better their lives and their children's future.”
Robert F Kennedy
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FABB (Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland)
are buzzing about a morning with Dorking Forest School
Please join us for a fun two hours with a
forest school leader: bug hunting, den
building, wood crafts, campfire cooking and
songs.
Wednesday 23rd August 10am to 12pm
Suitable for children aged 3 – 10
Children must be accompanied by an adult
Meeting at 9.45am near Powell Corderoy School, Dorking (tbc)
Tickets £6.00 per child
Please book and pay in advance:
Louise Gibson: (lou.gibson@hotmail.co.uk 07825 260091)

Once again we approach the end of another academic year that has
seen the school continue to go from strength to strength and
increase in popularity. Many of our classes are full and we now
have waiting lists for some age groups.
Our year 6 pupils are looking forward to visiting their new secondary schools;
most of our pupils are heading for the Priory or The Ashcombe in Dorking. On
the same day our new Year 3 pupils from Newdigate and our Leigh site will join
us for the day and will spend time getting to know our Brockham site and meeting
their new teacher. We are also looking forward to welcoming sixty new children
into our Reception classes at Betchworth and Brockham. We have a carefully
planned induction programme for our youngest pupils ensuring a smooth and
happy introduction into their first school.
No longer do schools operate from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For some pupils their day at
school starts at 8 a.m. when they join our Breakfast club and some children also
join our Moles club, which provides after school care until 6 p.m.
The summer term is the time when many classes go out for the day to places
connected with their learning. Our Reception children travelled by coach (an
adventure in itself) to Goring to study a seaside environment; Year 5 have
recently visited Hampton Court Palace and Year 2 visited Brooklands Museum.
Year 3 had a week of adventures, as part of their Activity Week, which included a
visit to Warnham Nature Reserve. All these visits were linked to the history and/
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LEITH HILL PLACE
A National Trust botanist has been working at the Rhododendron Wood on the Leith
Hill estate for some weeks this spring, cataloguing the specimens growing there. We
are keen to establish the exact link between Caroline Wedgwood, her brother Charles
Darwin, his friend Joseph Hooker (plant hunter and director of Kew) and the older
shrubs and trees in the wood. If anyone can point us in the direction of
correspondence, diary entries, or family stories that might give us evidence of
exactly when and how the wood was planted, please give us a ring on 01306 711
685. Thank you.
Meanwhile, coming up at Leith Hill Place:
Saturday 1st July, 6.30pm to 8.30pm: Musicians fr om the Royal College of
Music are joined by the artist Jo Lewis to explore works from Debussy to Ralph
Vaughan Williams and the history of English landscape paintings. Tickets: £20.
Booking essential on 0344 249 1895.
Friday 7th July: a cappella folk gr oup The Mor r igan Singer s will give two fr ee
afternoon performances from 2.30pm to 3.15pm and 4pm to 4.45pm, followed by an
evening performance from 6pm to 8pm. For the evening performance booking is
essential on 0344 249 1895; tickets: £10
Saturday 15th July fr om 2.30 to 3.30pm: J ane Newber r y will lead childr en up
to the age of 10 in a fun family music session. The event is included in admission.
Sunday 16th July fr om 2.30pm to 3.15pm: Patr ick Newber r y will give an
engaging insight into the history of Leith Hill Place and its occupants. The event is
included in admission.
Saturday 22nd July fr om 6pm to 8.30pm: Oper a Pr elude will per for m ‘Oh to be
in England’ composed by Vaughan Williams, a celebration of English song. Tickets:
£20. Booking is essential on 0344 249 1895.

Small Ads
Barking Beauties Hi, my name is Nikki and I am the owner of
Barking Beauties based in Betchworth.
I am now offering full dog grooming services ranging from a full
groom down to just a bath and towel dry while you wait.
Please contact me for further details on 07967 884661 or email
info@barkingbeauties.dog
You can also find me on
@barkingbeauties.dog

facebook

Contours Gardening: Ser vices pr ovided: Gar den and
ground maintenance, Hedge trimming specialists, Tree
surgery, Landscaping, Lawn care and mowing.
Call Robin on 07740308490
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or geography topics they have been studying this term. Finally, our Year 6
children organised a series of Charity Events, working in groups to raise as
much money for their chosen charities as they could, each with a donation of
£10.00 from School Fund to get them started. A worthwhile, memorable and
enjoyable experience for all involved. Well done to everyone.
Please enjoy the remainder of the summer and many thanks for your ongoing
support of North Downs Primary.
Jane Douglass, Headteacher
North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh
Village
PEBBLECOMBE W.I. BETCHWORTH. JUNE 2017
In stark contrast to our abundant cake-making for our June Teas on the Green, we
heard the story of a little German girl, hungry and fleeing from the Russian forces
in World War Two. Three times a refugee, Brigitte Ziegler was born in East
Prussia, which became part of Poland and then part of Russia. In 1944 the
Russians were advancing to take her home town Insterburg. A train-driver friend
enabled Brigitte, her mother and brother to hide under the seats in the baggage
section of the last train out: it was very cold and there was no food on the two-day
journey. Once in relative safety the local people were obliged to accommodate
them as refugees but food was very short and they were not welcome. They were
billeted to a farm, worked in the fields, foraged for food and even stole grass to
feed a rabbit for meat at Christmas. Her father, a soldier, was a Russian POW and
not allowed any contact until1949, four years after the end of the war. East
Germany came under Russian rule after the Yalta agreement under which
Germany was divided into four sectors. Communism was a very bad system to
live under with no jobs or industry to sustain them and the family fled to West
Germany before the Wall was built. In later years Brigitte worked in Hamburg
where she met and married an Englishman from Brockham, raised a family in
England and now feels fully integrated.
The tumultuous years of the war told from the opposing side gave us a brief
insight into the lives of ordinary people caught up in extreme events. Members,
some of whom could remember the hardships of life here at that time, commented
on the lack of bitterness with which Brigitte, who has now written a book "Refuge
from a Broken Land" told her story.
Summer is always a busy time for village events and members wear many
different hats. Craft meetings thrive, allotments and gardens are tended and we
look forward to our monthly evening meeting, the next on Thursday 6th July, 7.45
pm at the Hamilton Room, Betchwor th, with weather man Ian Cur r ie's talk
on Frost, Freezes and Fairs. Come and join us.
Pam Patch.
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FARM DIARY
Doesn't time fly, here I am writing the farm diary for July!
The crop spraying season has all of a sudden come to an end. We have been
spraying and fertilising right through the spring trying to keep a fit, clean crop, and
we have achieved this on 99% of the arable land. We do have a few weeds in the
oats at Kiln Lane and the Common Field, this is due to there being no chemical
control. It is very difficult to control grass weeds in oats and the only way to do so
is back in autumn soon after sowing. You hope the oats grow like mad after
spraying to swamp the emerging grasses and then they give up; any grass weed
that come after this cannot be controlled.
This problem with grass in oats is only one of the factors you have to bear in mind
when deciding on the cropping for next year. We have to be thinking well ahead
on the cropping, the seed needs ordering for the Autumn drilling campaign, as the
seed we use will be harvested this summer. The seed order must be prompt, and in
the back of our mind is harvest 2019.
The main bulk of fertiliser for harvest 2018 has been ordered and is due for
delivery in July. We get a very good price for early ordering. The fertiliser
company like it as they can keep production going and don't have to store huge
numbers of 600kg bags, which are awkward to store. The fertiliser we and most
people use is nitrogen based, it looks like the little white polystyrene balls that are
inside a large bean bag. We can get 3 tonnes in our fertiliser spreader and
depending on which rate you use, we can do between 20 and 100 acres on 1 fill up.
We are constantly looking at making the whole job more efficient all the time. The
new fertiliser spreader which is on its second year is a massive improvement on
the previous one, a bigger hopper, (more acres done), automatic calibration, (exact
amount applied), headland defection, (which stops fertiliser being thrown in
hedges etc). All the small improvements in efficiency knock pennies and in some
cases pounds off the cost of production, we cannot control the sale price but we
can control the input costs without cutting yield.

DORKING MUSEUM IN JULY
Our summer exhibition, “Time Gentlemen Please! The story of Dorking pubs”,
explores the growth and decline of Dorking’s hostelries over the centuries, and the
individual establishments that have graced its streets, revealing many of the
town’s ‘lost inns’. A map plots their locations, with old images of how they
looked, modern photographs, and pub memorabilia. Families are welcome – a
pub sign drawing competition for children and a chance to try some old pub
games.
Hear more in our Gallery Talk, Thursday 30th July. Exhibition or ganiser David
Langford on the changing face of Dorking pubs, taking in pubs that have survived
and the ‘lost’ inns, revealing their history, the roles they played, and colourful
stories of individual establishments, landlords, clientele and activities. 7pm, doors
open 6.30, entry £5 on the door, includes a glass of beer or Prosecco.
Read about it in ‘Time Gentlemen, Please’: The Story of Dorking Pubs by David
Langford and Jim Docking, modern photos by Royston Williamson, The Cockerel
Press, price £9.50, available from Dorking Museum shop, local outlets and pubs.
In more than 140 pages, learn much about the town’s history and social life and
read a detailed account of more than 50 establishments, with archive images,
modern photos and a fold-out map.
Guided Walks and Tours ar e available for gr oup bookings at a time to suit
you, and Open Days for individual bookings. Pub Walks to accompany our
exhibition, walks of historic Dorking and on the historic Deepdene Trail, 90
minutes, £3 town or pub walks, £4 Deepdene Trail. Tours of the famous South
Street Caves, 45 minutes, £6. Check website for details of group bookings and
open days (next Deepdene Trail 2nd July), enquiries and bookings.
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or
01306 876591.
CASTING SHADOWS
A play by Mark Burgess

Cow news!
We had a missing calf out in the field on one Saturday morning. We thought it had
gone in the river and had a quick search and on starting the search we found it in a
thick patch of nettles. He was not very well, and with a phone call to the vet, and a
couple of jabs later we were in the lap of the gods. Sadly he died that afternoon. I
am a one for a post mortem, so again the vet was phoned and was quick on the
scene. It is very interesting to investigate the cause of death, and in this case it had
a very unhappy looking liver, it looked terrible and was a wonder it lived as long
as it did - so basically liver failure, which cannot be for seen, very frustrating!
The rest of the cows and calves are very happy, they have plenty of grass and acres
to roam, although they do moan from time to time and race you to the gate
thinking they deserve a change of scenery. We do try to get them to graze down
tight but sometimes it doesn't work out that way and we give in and move them
Parish Magazine
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12 – 15th July 2017 at 7.45pm
A DDOS Green Room Theatre Production
Three famous Brighton residents, Max Miller, Laurence Olivier and Terence
Rattigan, share some theatrical gossip and a slice or two of fruit cake on a
summer’s afternoon in 1962. DDOS have brought together three of your
favourite actors to play these legendary figures so come to the Green Room
Theatre, Dorking and enjoy these three, each in his own way, realising that the
time they have spent together is a defining moment in their lives.
Tickets are now on sale from the Dorking Halls Box Office (01306 881717)
www.dorkinghalls.co.uk £11 (£10 for members)
Parish Magazine
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THE WELLBEING ADVISOR - a new ser vice available for patients of
Brockwood Medical Practice
This is a pilot project that is being run through Mole Valley for a year. If it is
successful we hope that funding will continue and it will become a permanent
service for patients. Patients can be referred by any member of staff or they can
self-refer into this service.
Our Wellbeing Advisor is called Alice Foster she is based at North Holmwood
Surgery every Thursday from 8am-4pm
This is an example of what this service is about:
The Wellbeing Prescription service provides advice and support, with the aim of
signposting patients onto the correct service for their individual needs. This can be
in weight management, mental health, smoking, alcoholism, housing, social
isolation and many other things.
We offer a minimal 3 appointments with every patient with the offer of continued
support especially for weight check-ups on the body analysis scales
We spend time with clients to get to know them and discuss where to signpost
them appropriately
We keep up to date with services around the district, such as housing needs, local
community groups, what’s on at local venues, and available support.
Also, I would take the opportunity to introduce our new Practice Nurse, Rachel
Dixon. She has just given us a few lines about her background: “I qualified as a nurse in 2003 and worked at East Surrey Hospital for 2 years on a
medical ward and Cardiac Care Unit. Since 2005 I have worked as a Practice
Nurse and joined Brockwood Medical Practice in March 2017,working 3 days a
week. I have a range of practice nurse skills and a special interest in Cardiac Care
and Diabetes.
MUSIC IN DORKING - JULY
1st at 6.30, concert at Leith Hill Place, £20, 01306 711685
1st at 8.00, Holmbury St Mary choral society at St James, Abinger Common, £15
3rd at 7.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
4th 11th 18th 25th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415
815784
6th at 6.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
8th at 3.00, Kensington Sinfonia at St Martin’s church, £10
9th at 3.00, Croydon Symphonic Band at Dorking Halls, £9, 01306 881717
15th at 7.30, Surrey Festival Choir at Dorking Halls, £15-25, 01306 881717
17th 18th 19th at 7.30, All-Male Mikado at Dorking Halls, £22.50-25.50, 01306
881717
22nd at 6.00, concert at Leith Hill Place, £20, 01306 711685
22nd at 7.00, André Rieu screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
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around. They also have the company of the breeding bulls who seem to be doing a
good job. We did have a heifer calf jump the river and end up in the chimney pots
with the bull calves. By the time we drove round to Betchworth Park to check
numbers, the wandering calf’s mother had decided to take a dip and join its calf.
It's always best to try the simple method of capture first before getting all the cows
in to capture two animals, so out came the lasso. We caught the calf, (we must
have looked quite a sight to any passing rambler) and the mum followed us on to
the trailer. Job done, good grief they are strong!
Tractors news! After 10 years our first New Holland tractor is off and a new one
on the way. The new one is slightly bigger, more comfortable, and a few more
gizmos. The old one is showing signs of wear and is becoming rickety, it's a big
investment for the farm and if it does as well as the old one we should be in good
hands.
Grass cutting for winter feed started on the 12 June the grass is looking good so
far, next thing is the grain harvest - it all goes very quick!
Martin
JOKE FOR JULY
In ancient Greece, Socrates was reputed to hold knowledge in the highest esteem.
One day an acquaintance met the great philosopher and said, "Socrates, do you
know what I just heard about your friend?"
"Hold on a minute," Socrates replied. "Before telling me anything I'd like you to
pass a little test. It's called the Triple Filter Test."
"Triple filter?"
"That's right," Socrates continued. "Before you talk to me about my friend, it
might be a good idea to take a moment and filter what you're going to say. The
first filter is Truth. Have you made absolutely sure that what you are about to tell
me is absolutely true?"
"No," the man said, "I actually just heard about it and..."
"All right," said Socrates. "So you don't really know if it's true or not. Now let's
try the second filter, the filter of Goodness. Is what you are about to tell me about
my friend something good?"
"No, on the contrary..."
"So," Socrates continued, "you want to tell me something bad about him, but
you're not certain it's true. You may still pass the test though, because there's one
filter left: the filter of Usefulness. Is what you want to tell me about my friend
going to be useful to me?"
"No, not really."
"Well," concluded Socrates, "if what you want to tell me is neither true nor good
nor even useful, why tell it to me at all?"
This is why Socrates was a great philosopher and held in such high esteem.
It also explains why he never found out that his best friend was having a secret
affair with his wife.
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FUND RAISING EVENT FOR LOCAL YOUNG MAN

BUCKLAND ONE WORLD GROUP
FRIDAY 7 JULY 2017 at 8 p.m.
in the Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland
SUMMER CONCERT
given by
CHRISTOPHER WHEEN (piano)
and
MARGARET WATSON (harp)
Admission: £10, including refreshments
All proceeds to Money for Madagascar

th

On the 12 May a fund raising event was held at Reigate Golf Club to raise
money to support Hugo Patteson-Knight in his bid to become a wheelchair
paralympian.
The fund raiser was to get behind a delightful young man who is showing unusual
determination in the face of physical difficulties, and the day raised a massive
£16,000.
Hugo says it better than we can:
‘My name is Hugo (Patteson-Knight) and I live in Betchworth. Some of you may
know me already, but what you might not know is that I have an ambition to
become a wheelchair paralympian.
I have a condition called Spastic Ataxia. It is a bit like cerebral palsy, but with a
twist, in that as I get older, so my mobility deteriorates. Although I can still walk,
it is hard and I cannot go very far without falling because my legs give way
suddenly. Mobility affects all aspects of my life.
My efforts are beginning to pay off. In the last six months or so I have knocked 30
seconds off my race time over 400 meters! Keeping up with and even increasing
my training is only part of the picture and part of the cost. Racing wheelchairs
need to be replaced frequently in order to reduce the
impact of my disability and make the best of my
training, and this is expensive! The T-frame chair is
made from lightweight alloy. The wheels are made of
carbon and titanium to further reduce weight and
increase speed. This will take crucial seconds off my
racing time and enable me to progress dramatically in
the National Rankings in my disability category.
Training is costly and I need to travel quite long
distances both in the UK and in Europe.
Owen Slot, Chief Rugby correspondent at The Times sums it up:
‘On the final day of the Paralympic Games in Rio last September, a large group of
British medalists gathered on the city rooftop that the British Paralympic
Association had made its HQ during the Games. It was a big space and it needed
to be. GB had just won 64 gold medals and 147 medals in total, they were second
on the medal table and the chief executive claimed that “our system is the envy of
the World.
It is with that in mind that I would encourage anyone to support Hugo in his
ambition to follow the GB Paralympians of Rio and before’.
Hugo is a member of the Velocity Wheelchair Racing Club, and has just come
back from his first competitive international races in Switzerland in two events,
which was a marvelous experience for him, and where he beat personal bests.
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BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Victoria Goody is our new Show Secretary. She will be organising the Brockham
Green Horticultural Society’s Autumn Show and has introduced two new Novice
classes – one in Floral Art and one in Crafts. There are new cookery classes and a
full range of children’s classes. Please look at your schedules to enter as many
classes as you can.
North Downs Primary School Allotment project.
The Society is delighted to be the key sponsor of this project. An allotment in
Brockham has been given to the school and the children will be growing fruit and
vegetables throughout the year as part of the Healthy Schools project. Betchworth
Parish Council generously matched the BGHS funding for this project.
We wish the children success with their efforts and hopefully this will create the
gardeners of the future.
Jane Siegle
BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB
Brockham Flower Club are excited to invite you to ‘Bursting Full Of Colour’ a
floral art demonstration by Graham King, an award-winning Surrey Area NAFAS
floral design demonstrator, on 20th July at 7.15pm (please arrive early for a
prompt start) at North Downs School Hall, Wheelers Lane RH3 7LA.
The demonstration will inspire with arrangements of bright colourful flowers,
enhanced with accessories and amazing containers. The evening promises to be
as vibrant and colourful as the award winning floral designs Graham is known
for.
For more information about Brockham Flower Club or if you would like join our
monthly club nights, please contact Ann Meadows
(01737 842934
meadowsann@tiscali.co.uk )
BLOOD DONOR SESSION
Do something amazing, save a life – give blood at Dorking Halls on:
Thursday 6th and Thursday 20 th July 13.30 – 16.30 / 17.20 – 20.00
Parish Magazine

17

Betchworth - July 2017

