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Parish Letter—February 2017 

Dear Everyone,  

If you came to church on New Year’s Day, you will have 
heard this story. It gives a message of so much hope that I 
thought more should have an opportunity to read it. It is an 
eyewitness story of Hasane Tesfase an Eritrean Refugee.  

“The Jungle Church in Calais” 

“When I came to France last year it was like this, winter 
and very cold. I slept outside in a place at Calais port and 
every night would try to get a lift with a big truck into the 
UK. The French police would fire tear gas and water at us.  

I have 3 cousins who live in Manchester and that is where I wanted to go. In 
Eritrea I was forced to be in the army where there are no wages, nothing to eat 
and I was beaten.  

The conditions are very bad. I ran away to find work so that I could send money 
to my mother, who is alone.  

I didn’t want to go to the Jungle at first because I was determined the next night I 
would get through. But then I met a man who saw the crucifix I wear and asked 
me to come and help build the church. I’m a carpenter so I went. By then St 
Michael’s was made of cardboard, so we put up plastic and wood that we found 
around the place.  

People brought us the tools they had and pieces of cloth for the ground. I met 
many people who shared my language and my faith. To see the holy pictures and 
to sing and hear the Amharic songs gave me solace. It was a real beacon of light 
in the dark times. I’m orthodox, but it was Catholics, and Lutherans, Ethiopians 
and Eritreans, and some Afghans who came together in this place of God. 

We called it St Michael’s for the guardian angel as it was his feast day when we 
finished. Visitors came from all around the world to see out place- America, 
Russia, and Korea and other places too.  

It didn’t matter that it was not brick, that we had no priest. A Student of God, 
Hagos led the services because he had a Bible. I have heard he is now in England. 
Also the others who helped build the church are now in England I think. 

I left Calais for Germany because we heard the French police would be coming to 
arrest us all. Just after I left the site was bulldozed. It did not matter that is was 
destroyed, the church is in my heart still. Always!”  

At the start of February we remember Candlemas, and the Presentation of Christ 
in the Temple. It is a time to rededicate new candles that are used in church. We 
also put away the Crib and start to look outwards remembering that Christ is the 
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Light of the world, and will shine in our hearts always wherever we may be and 
whatever we have to face in our lives.  

In the words of the Nunc Dimittis that Simeon proclaims: “Mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; To be a light 
to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel” (Luke 2: 30-32)  

Blessings to you all 
Carol  

 REVD FATHER JONATHAN EWER SSM 

Over the last year we have been very fortunate to share the ministry of Father 
Jonathan, who has been a regular contributor to the magazine and indeed wrote the 
letter for January’s magazine. He has preached and celebrated in both our 
churches and particularly had become very well-known with the 8 ‘o’clock 
congregations. He moved into Betchworth village just at the end of 2015 and since 
then joined our ministry team, sharing in morning prayers and supporting our 
ministerial life. His sermons were so full of insights and wisdom; it was a great 
honour to listen to them.  

Just before Christmas though, due to a change in circumstances, Jonathan returned 
to the community in Milton Keynes, The Society of the Sacred Mission. He can be 
reached there should you wish to contact him, and his email remains the same.  

We will miss him in our regular worship but we hope that he still might visit 
occasionally and of course be invited to preach!   

It has been a great pleasure to share the last year with him and on behalf of both 
congregations we offer him our grateful thanks.  

Carol 

MISSION AND PASTORAL MEASURE 
Benefices of Christ Church. Brockham Green, Leigh, Betchworth and Buckland; 
Charlwood and Emmanuel Sidlow Bridge. 
The Pastoral Scheme affecting these benefices was made by the Commissioners 
on 6th December 2016 and came into effect on 1st January 2017, signed by the 
Right Reverend Christopher Bishop of Southwark. The scheme allows for the 
Union of Benefices creating a New Benefice of “Brockham Green and Leigh” and 
the Upper Mole Group membership is amended to include Brockham and Leigh in 
the group ministry established in 1983 and further amended in 2007. If you would 
like to see a copy of the scheme please ask a churchwarden. 
There will be a special joint service of Welcome and Celebration on April 
30th 10.30 in Christchurch, Brockham officiated by our  New Archdeacon of 
Reigate The Venerable Moira Astin. 
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Date St. Michael’s Betchworth St. Mary’s Buckland 

5th February 
The 4th Sunday 
before Lent 

 
 
 
11am Parish Communion 

9:30am Parish Communion 

12th February 
The 3rd Sunday 
before Lent 

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
11am Matins 

 
9:30am Parish Communion 
(Iona) 

19th February 
The 2nd Sunday 
before Lent  

 8am Holy Communion 

10:30am Joint Family Service at St Michael’s 

5pm Choral Evensong  

26th February 
Sunday next  
Before Lent 

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
11am Parish Communion 

 
9:30am Parish Communion 

1st March 
Ash Wednesday 

 8pm Holy Communion 
(Imposition of Ashes) 

3rd March 
Women’s World 
Day of Prayer 

 
*     In the Hamilton Room 
**   Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are 

just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together 

10:30am Joint Upper Mole Group Service, Buckland 

5th March 
1st Sunday of 
Lent 

 
 
11am Parish Communion 

9:30am Parish Communion 

FEBRUARY SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S 
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THE CRIB SERVICE  

The weather this year was kind for the traditional 
Christmas Eve Crib Service, and over 400 people 
were packed into the area to the side of the 
Goulburn Green to witness it. We were again 
fortunate that a baby Jesus had been found (this 
year, Giles and Bukky Bird’s beautifully behaved 
three-week-old daughter, Lara, whose grandmother, 
Olufunke Adebegeyeni, also led a portion of the 
prayers). In addition, a new “King” was pressed into 
service – Mike Sylvan-Eek, who maintained the 
standard expected of these worshippers from afar. 
The service proceeded along the usual lines, with 
clear readings by a selection of villagers’ children 
and grand-children. Strong playing by the musicians 
ensured that those there had no excuse not to join in 
the carols, which they did with gusto. All-too-soon, the sound of rattling buckets 
signalled that the evening was over for another year. The final tally of funds 
raised for the various charities was a record-breaking £667 (plus a few euros, 
dollars, etc.), a reflection of the appreciation of all the attendees for the efforts 
put in by Pam Armitage and all her team of willing helpers.  

Charles Hardy 

 

DATE CHANCEL NAVE AISLES 

03-Feb Mrs Armitage 
Mrs Wickens   

Mrs Slot   

10-Feb Mrs Ridley 
Mrs Hutton  Mrs Chalker 

Mrs Stow  Mrs Mitchell 

17-Feb Mrs North 
Mrs Hollingsworth   

Mrs Power   

24-Feb Mrs Forrest 
Mrs Ridley  Mrs Pruszynska 

Mrs Ferrett  Mrs Hardy 

03-Mar Mrs Power 
Mrs Wickens   

Mrs Slot   

CLEANING ROTA—FEBRUARY 2017 

 

 

Parish Magazine                         29 Betchworth - February 2017 

Local Services 



Parish Magazine                         Betchworth - February 2017 28 

 

Local Services 

 

 

Parish Magazine                         5 Betchworth - February 2017 

Church Reports and Notices 

CAROL SINGING 

A merry band of singers raised £83.16 for St Catherine’s Hospice by carolling 
round the village. St Catherine’s is most grateful. They wrote, 

“It is only through such generosity that we are able to continue delivering care and 
support to our patients and their loved ones. Your gift will help us to care for 
those people who come to St Catherine’s in the future and we thank you on their 
behalf.” 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY – CHRISTINGLE SERVICES  

Thank you to all who, during the Christmas celebrations, attended a Christingle 
service and donated through a Candle collecting box or specified donation.  

Special thanks to the children and parents of North Downs Primary School who 
raised £386-94p. Services at St Mary’s Buckland r aised £452-00p, with 
donations from St Michael’s of £95-43 at the joint service and a donation of 
£300 from the Crib and other  services. 

The Children’s Society works to support children and young people who are 
having difficulties at home or school, are young carers, young refugees arriving in 
this country and struggling to settle, and those moving from the care services to 
living independently. All are in need of a caring adult able to give them the 
confidence to make decisions, and achieve their true potential 

Our thanks also to those who hold a collecting box in their home, £325-37p was 
raised by these regular donations in 2016. 

If you would like to continue supporting the Children’s Society, please contact: 
Margaret Miller on 01737 842098 or jma.miller@btinternet.com  

Thank you. 

ELECTORAL ROLL 

The Church Electoral Roll will be reviewed prior to the AGM on the 2nd April. If 
anyone wishes to be included on the Electoral Roll, if their address has changed 
or if any person who is currently on the Electoral Roll wishes to be removed, 
please can you inform Rhona Hill by the 17th March 2017. 

Electoral Roll Officer 
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UPPER MOLE GROUP OF CHURCHES 

Lent Course 7th March-3rd April 2017 

Save the Dates!   

Les Miserables - Another story must begin By 
Jonathan Meyer 

Over the first 4 weeks leading up to Holy Week the 
UMG Lent course will look at five characters from 
the book / film /musical Les Miserables by Victor 
Hugo: 

The course will run for five consecutive Tuesday 
evenings meeting at 7.30 for an 8:00 pm star t at 
the following venues: 

Session 1  7th March 2017 Chr ist Church Community Hall Brockham 

Session 2  14th March 2017 Chr ist Church Community Hall Brockham 

Session 3 21st March Buckland Reading Room 

Session 4 28th March Emanuel Church Sidlow Br idge  

Session 5 3rd April Chr ist Church Community Hall Brockham  

Prior to the course running there will be a full screening of the film Les 
Miserables starring Russell Crowe, Eddie Redmayne, Anne Hathaway and Hugh 
Jackman at Brockham Community Church Hall on the 3rd March at 7.15pm 

The course is open to all 

For further information on the course please contact The Rector: Revd Canon 
Carol Coslett 

LENT LUNCHES 2017 

This year the Lent lunches will be on the following 
dates:10th March, 17th March, 24th March, 31st 
March and 7th April. Confirmation of hosts and 
venues will be published in next month's magazine 
but as usual they are all held on a Friday and everyone 
is very welcome to attend. 
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PICTURE FRAMING 

 

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *  
* CANVAS PRINTING * 

  
* FREE COLLECTION * 

* AND DELIVERY SERVICE * 
 

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS 
CALL 01737 222424 

 

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE 
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk 

 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 
TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

Do you need child care? 

www.childminderbrockham.co.uk 

Kelly Neale 

01737 844891  
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SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL – JANUARY 9TH 

Monday the 9th January was a miserable, grey wet day. Not a day to be out and 
about in London. I dropped the Rector off and having parked my car in Clink 
Street, made my way past the Golden Hinde to Southwark Cathedral. Lots of 
people were rushing homeward but the dark entrance was deserted, raising a doubt 
in my mind about the timing of the service. This was quickly dispelled as I 
entered the nave to find the seating arranged collegiate style and buzzing with 
activity. I avoided the reserved seats seemingly filled with mayoral chains and 
headed for a seat on the north side, when I suddenly became aware of a 
magnificent row of eight bells dominating the whole length of the nave. They 
were much bigger than I had imagined and gleamed with pride beneath their 
bright red headstocks and seemed to be floating on a river of white woollen 
netting. This I discovered was part of an ancient tradition of dressing bells for a 
service of blessing as you would clothe a child in a christening gown for Baptism. 

I settled into my seat and studied the Service 
Sheet which contained an outline of the 
Cathedral’s history. It had been the Priory of St 
Mary Overie when its tower was completed in 
the fourteenth century. It was the ‘shard’ of its 
day overlooking  this busy and congested area of 
London and had contained the first ring of bells 
which were associated with the marriage of King 
James 1 of Scots to Joan Beaufort on 12th 
February 1424. The current bell frame dates 
from 1735 as do most of the bells which were 
cast in that year by Samuel Knight. The ring is 
one of the heaviest in the country with the tenor 
weighing more than two tons. The recent work 
had involved the refurbishment of all the bells 
and their fittings, strengthening of the historic 

frame, and the recasting of the seventh and twelfth (tenor) bells. 

The service commenced with the Choir leading the singing of ‘Angel voices ever 
singing…’  and included a sermon by the current Dean, the Very Reverend 
Andrew Nunn, mentioning the role of church bells to remind the world outside the 
church of the activities and community that exists, unseen, inside the church. The 
Bishop of Southwark then baptised the two new bells naming the new seventh bell 
Nicholas in memory of Colin Slee, Dean of the Cathedral from 2000 to 2010; and 
the Tenor bell Andrew, in recognition of its association with Scotland since 1424. 
The Southwark Ringers then rang two courses of Original Royal on the handbells 
and the service reached its conclusion after singing ‘Let all the world in every 
corner sing…’.  Photographs and refreshments were then taken! 
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ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN TEAS         

Thank you to everyone who came to see our Alternative Christmas 
Tree at the festival in December, we are now into the 2017 round of 
Drop-In teas with the following dates over the next few months.  

Wednesdays 22nd February, 22nd March, 26th April, 24th May, 28th June and 
26th July..    

 If you are in Church Street, Betchworth between 2- 4pm on, 4th Wednesday each 
month, do Drop-In to the Hamilton Room for tea and cakes or biscuits. Recent 
donations have supported Renewed Hope Trust, who run the night-shelter and 
drop-in in Redhill and Sebastian’s Action Trust who are putting the donation to 
their Summer Christmas event, for children (and families) who may not be well 
enough to celebrate next December.  

Thank you to all helpers and we look forward to seeing you. 

Contact Margaret Miller : 01737 842098 or e-mail: jma.miller@btinternet.com  
for more information or transport 

St Mary’s Buckland 

(with other churches from the Upper Mole Group ) 

Invites you to a Service 

At 

10.30am 

Followed by coffee & refreshments 
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Get your ironing straight 
 
One offs or 
regular collection 
 
Call Mandy on 
(01737) 842988 

 ESTABLISHED 1865– OUR 150th YEAR! 
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JO ELLIS’ NEW ADDRESS 

Joanna Ellis wishes all her friends in Betchworth A Very Happy New Year. 

Her new address is : 

Walton Heath Manor Hurst Drive Walton-on-the-Hill Tadworth Surrey KT20 
7QT Tel: 01737 811734 

If there is no reply when you telephone, please try again as the answer-phone 
doesn’t work. 

 27TH FEBRUARY—12TH MARCH 

ENJOY A FAIRTRADE BREAK AT THE 
RECTORY - MONDAY 6TH MARCH 17 

COFFEE – BISCUITS AND A HOST OF 
FAIRTRADE GOODS 

St Michael’s and St Mary’s and the local community are having a 
‘FAIRTRADE BREAK’ and supporting Fairtrade to drive much-needed change 
for farmers in developing countries during Fairtrade Fortnight.  

Having the perfect cuppa or a snack is an important part of our daily routine, yet 
millions of farmers who produce the treats we enjoy are struggling to make a 
living and they do not get paid what they deserve.  

In Kenya’s coffee and tea-growing regions one in three people live in poverty, 
while tea pickers in Malawi earn less than £1.46 a day. This is not enough to 
provide decent food, education or healthcare for their families or invest in better 
farming.  

Betchworth and Buckland will join forces with the rest 
of the country to help ensure a fair deal for disadvantaged 
farming communities by holding a Fairtrade break at The 
Rectory on Monday 6th March from 09.30am – 
12.30am. Fair trade needs us all – campaigners, 
shoppers and businesses. The support of groups such as 
ours is vital in building awareness of their  situation. 
We look forward to seeing you all. 

Tom Briscombe 



Parish Magazine                         Betchworth - February 2017 10 

 

Church Reports and Notices 

MESSY CELEBRATION! 
BY DIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK:  CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S MISSION AND MINISTRY 

Come and join us in Southwark Cathedral for this large, colourful celebration of 
rich and varied expressions of worship. Inspired and provided by churches of all 
shapes and sizes across the diocese, many of them Messy Churches, this fun, 
action-packed event will culminate in a large Holy Communion, where we will 
share bread and wine. 

Led by Bishop Jonathan Clark and other members of the diocesan team in 
conjunction with BRF. 

DATE AND TIME 

Sat 25 February 2017 

11:00 – 13:00 GMT 

LOCATION 

The Cathedral and Collegiate Church of St Saviour and St Mary Overie, 
Southwark, London, London Bridge London SE1 9DA 

SIGN-UP 

http://messycelebration.eventbrite.co.uk 
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We offer an efficient personal service to 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners: 

* Routine Servicing * Overhauls * Restoration * 
* Full Coachwork Facilities * Storage * 

Carried out to the highest standard by our fully 
trained technicians 

 

Always a fine selection of  Chosen Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars for sale 

 

ADVICE IS FREE ~ JUST CALL 
Tel: 01737 844999 

Station Road, Betchworth, 
Surrey, RH3 7BZ 

www.royceservice.co.uk 
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PARISH COUNCIL 

‘IT COULD BE YOU’…… INTRODUCING THE BETCHWORTH 
COMMUNITY GRANT 

The Betchworth village community thrives on its various clubs, societies and 
groups, there is always a lot going on. So The Betchworth Parish Council has 
agreed to put aside a little pot, which it has named The Betchworth Community 
Grant. The idea is to use this money in a way which will benefit your club or 
society and/or to improve your village as a whole.  

Whilst the money available is not quite on a par with a National Lottery windfall, 
even a little can go a long way, so if you are involved in a group and would like to 
apply for extra funds on behalf of your club or society, please write to me 
(clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk), or speak to a Parish Councillor (see website for 
full list) with your idea, and your application will be duly considered by the 
Community Grant Committee. This is your village – we look forward to hearing 
your suggestions on how it can be made even better for you! 

THE GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN 

Forthcomng Betchworth Litter-pick 

Last year, Betchworth village volunteers made a fantastic effort to ‘Clean for The 
Queen’ in honour of Her Majesty’s birthday. This March, as part of ‘The Great 
British Spring Clean’ campaign, Betchworth will be holding a village litter-pick 
on Saturday 18th March 2017. The litter pick is a great opportunity for anyone and 
everyone to get involved; even a small amount of your time is greatly valued. 
Please make a note of this date in your diaries and come along. 

Marion Hallett 
clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk 

BUCKLAND ONE WORLD GROUP 
  

Friday 10 February 2017 at 8pm 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 
in Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland 

  
WHY I HOST REFUGEES IN MY HOME 

  
A presentation by Constance Chanteux 

  
Admission and refreshments free 

Collection in aid of Money for Madagascar and the Siblings Fund 
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FABB CHRISTMAS PARTY DECEMBER 2016 

The children of Buckland and 
Betchworth gathered together in The 
Reading Room just before Christmas for 
our second Magical Village Christmas 
Party.  

We had a record turnout and were 
delighted to see lots of new faces. Much 
fun and laughter was provided by the 
Mr Marvel entertainer, for children and 
parents alike. After a magic show, tea 
and a ‘snow disco’ the evening was 
rounded off by a visit from a very busy 
Father Christmas - rumoured to now be 
living in the village! 

We would like to thank Betchworth Parish Council and The Betchworth and 
Buckland Society for funding towards this magical party as well as to ‘Father 
Christmas’ for braving the squeals of 32 excited children. 

We are always looking for people to join our FABB committee to organise 
activities for our children in the school holidays.  

Please call Cat on 07710 498 591 if you would like to get involved in even the 
smallest way. 

Catriona Martin, FABB Chairman 
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GATTON PARK EVENTS - MARCH 2017 

Sunday 5th March   Gardens & Park Open  

Park and gardens open all afternoon, bird hide open, free guided tours and free 
activities for children, including the Wild Things play trail. 

Special 2 for 1 offer on entry for members of the Surrey Hills Society. 

1-5pm  Cost: Adults £5 children free 

Weekly Tours 

Guided tours run every Tuesday and Thursday at 2pm throughout the year. Adults 
£7. Book in advance. Meet by the lych gate of St Andrew’s Church. 
Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW 

01737 649068. events@gatton-park.org.uk   www.gattonpark.com 

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE 
My name is Millie Moore and I am a 16 year old living in Betchworth, in the 
5th form at Reigate Grammar School . 
I am available for babysitting at evenings and weekends, or daytime in school 
holidays. 
Please feel free to contact me and I am happy to come along and meet you and 
your children. 
Millie Moore 07803 348757 

URGENT APPEAL FOR HOMES 

We are an animal charity seeking homes for the many unwanted cats, kittens 
and dogs that come into our care.  

We currently have 3 very friendly Jack Russell Terriers in need of a very special 
loving home. Separate homes will also be considered.  Peggy (left) is 7 and 
loves to sit on laps. Paddy (centre photo) and Rudy (right) are both male and 3-4 
yrs. old. All are, neutered, inoculated and micro chipped. Your garden will need 
to be securely fenced. We also have lots of beautiful kittens and cats looking for 
a loving owner like you! 

If you can offer a loving forever home please call 01737 843166 (Evenings after 
7pm) or anytime on 07918 056196) 
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Tuesdays 10 – 12 
 

Spring term continuing through to April 4th 

All are welcome, we have a different craft activity every week, a baby corner, ride 
on area, yummy and healthy snacks, and we finish with story and songs. 

 
Find us at:  The Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland, RH3 7DY 
Queries? Contact Debbie Jones 01737 841005 or 07701 347351 

The Betchworth & Buckland Society 

For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in Betchworth & Buckland 

Thursday 9th February 
 

QUIZ & PIE NIGHT   BETCHWORTH MEMORIAL HALL, Station 
Road 

 
7.30 prompt 

 
All welcome come and test your general and local knowledge – make up a team or just come along 

and join one.  
 

 Tickets: members £11   non-members £13 
  Advance booking essential by 1st February  

 
Fiona Brindley  01737 841005 

Email: betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com 
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FARM DIARY 

February already good grief! I did miss writing January's diary so straight into 
February is quite a jump. 
 
We have had a lot happening in the last two months and it seems not to be 
slowing down this winter. We get the extremes of weather these days not just a 
little bit of this or a little bit of that and I think this also goes for not raining and 
just being dull. The lack of rain is noticeable in not only how dry the fields are but 
how low ponds and ditches are. This then allows us to do some field work. Some 
late crop spraying was done in December, and even some fertiliser was applied, I 
say some, we had a delivery due which consisted of around 35 tons of various 
types for different crops, and this is normally applied in the spring as soon as we 
can move on the ground, but this year with dry conditions it came off the Lorry 
and straight into the fertiliser spreader. This will give more time in the spring for 
applying nitrogen fertiliser. The crop will have the fertiliser available as soon as it 
needs it in the spring (no waiting for the ground to dry out). The type of fertiliser 
applied will not wash away or leach and we have storage room at the farm which 
would normally be taken by bags and bags of fertiliser. 
 
We have also got on with cutting all the hedges around grass fields, as it is quite 
dry the tractor can do the job without making a mess. To do this normally we wait 
for a frost so we can get on the ground. Last year we hardly had any frosts and so 
we didn't get many grass field hedges cut. This year we have pushed on. With two 
years’ growth in most places and three years in some it was priority to get on with 
it. At the time of writing I think we have around 10 acres to do out of around 500. 
Road hedges are next on the agenda as you can do these when in season as long 
as they are not causing safety concerns. My only problem with cutting road 
hedges is cars etc. They can't wait just a few moments for it to be safe. Snowerhill 
is the best one, they come roaring out of Fryleigh bend and up the hill, you can 
see them move in to the middle of the road 100 yards back anticipating their 
manoeuvre. Any passengers at this point are generally holding on as if in a fair 
ground ride, then they brake pull hard in behind the tractor and give various hand 
signals with varying numbers of fingers on display as cars pass in the opposite 
direction. No reaction is the best action although exaggerated smiling seems to 
really annoy! It's a job that needs doing, I don't want to be a pain to anyone and I 
don't want to hold anyone up, but I have since found out you can hold up traffic 
quite legally and there is nothing anyone can do. In fact I could see it becoming 
an Olympic sport (on track of course) and any one could do it, no urine testing of 
athletes as I don't see doping would influence performance. I digress! 
 
We had our 4 yearly TB test in December, this involves all the cattle on the farm 
going through the handling system twice, three days apart. First time they have 
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DORKING MUSEUM IN FEBRUARY 

Our current exhibition: Dorking Museum’s spring exhibition focuses on 
‘Medieval Betchworth’. The exhibition was prepared in association with the 
Betchworth Village Archives team and gives a flavour of everyday life in a small 
medieval village in the 13th-15th centuries. It tells of the lords of the manor, 
working on the land, growing wheat and keeping sheep, and the role of the church 
in the community. In 1300, a new mill-stone was required and had to be 
transported from London – the exhibition tells of the cost and effort this required 
to resume vital milling. 

But it also gives a more surprising view of this neglected period. It explores the 
experience of the 14th century Black Death, which took the lives of half of the 
villagers, tells of Royal visits to the village (Henry III, Edward I, and, notably, the 
French Crown Prince Louis, from whom The Dolphin may take its name) and 
follows the story of Thomas Morsted of More House, Henry V’s chief surgeon at 
the Battle of Agincourt in 1415.  

The Museum is at 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS.  Open Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday 10am-4pm. Visit www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries to 
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or phone 01306 876591. 

Exploring Dorking: Explore, enjoy and find out more about our beautiful area: 
our walks team runs guided walks for groups and individuals. Town walks include 
highlights of historic Dorking, literary and musical heritage or a children’s walk. 
Walks on the magnificent, recently renovated Deepdene Trail take in the grotto, 
woodland walks, parterre and temples, spectacular views across the Weald and 
access to the grade II* listed Hope family mausoleum.  Walks take 90 minutes. 
Group tours of the South Street Caves will also be available from March. Group 
walks and Cave tours are by appointment on a date to suit you, and see the 
website for special dates for individual bookings. All bookings through 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  

Watermill Jazz meets each Tuesday evening as usual. This month’s performers 
are: the Barry Green New York trio (7th), Neale meets Steele (14th), the Steve 
Waterman quartet (21st), and John Etheridge & Vimala Rowe (28th). 

Dorking Halls offers a number of screenings this month. Live from the National 
Theatre is a production of Peter Schaffer’s play Amadeus. Set in Vienna, this tells 
the story of court composer Antonio Salieri, who is intensely jealous of the young 
prodigy Wolfgang Mozart with his God-given gift, and who sets out to destroy his 
rival. Live from the Royal Ballet is Tchaikovsky’s Sleeping Beauty (28th), as well 
as Woolf Works (8th) - a triptych based on the work of Virginia Woolf. There is 
also a recording of Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake from Russia’s Bolshoi ballet. 

Ian Codd 
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MUSIC IN DORKING - FEBRUARY 2017 

2nd at 7.00, screening of Amadeus at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717 
4th at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free, 01306 884229 
4th at 5.00, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Nicolas, Great Bookham, £14, 
01306 877176 
5th at 3.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717 
7th 14th 21st 28th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £19-20, 
07415 815784 
8th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717 
12th at 3.00, Piatti string quartet at Dorking Halls, £20, 01306 740619 
15th-18th at 7.45, Oliver! at Dorking Halls, £12, 01306 881717 
21st at 7.30, Dorking Choral Society & Quartonal at St Martin’s, £15, 07847 
477052 
28th at 7.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717 

February sees an imaginative concert arranged by the Dorking Choral Society 
when they join forces with Quartonal, a quartet of German singers, for a joint 
performance. Quartonal, who have established a very high reputation in 
Germany, will be making a tour of the UK, and this concert has been specially 
organised as part of the tour. Both groups will perform some separate items, and 
the choir and quartet will also join together to sing some music arranged 
specifically for the occasion. The programme will include music by Mendelssohn 
and Vaughan Williams, as well as items by Richard Wilberforce, the choir’s 
conductor. The combination of choir and quartet should make for a most 
enjoyable concert. 

The Dorking Concertgoers present the first of three concerts by the Piatti string 
quartet. This is one of Britain’s leading young quartets, who have played many 
concerts and been heard on Radio 3. The focus of their series will be the three 
string quartets by Brahms - each one quite different and each one a masterpiece. 
They begin with his first quartet in this concert, alongside Mozart’s deliciously 
beautiful clarinet quintet and Haydn’s impressive Emperor quartet.  Two further 
concerts will follow in March. 

The Dorking Chamber Orchestra, playing in Great Bookham, has another concert 
in its ‘Brandenburg’ series. This time the orchestra will play Bach’s second and 
third Brandenburg concertos, along with music by Haydn and Boccherini. 

Dorking Dramatic and Operatic Society presents its major show for the year, a 
production of the musical Oliver!  Based on Charles Dickens’ Oliver Twist, this is 
a highly popular musical which all the family will enjoy. As well as the four 
evening performances there are also matinees on Thursday and Saturday at 2.30. 

February’s lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church will be given by Fumi Otsuki 
(violin) and Petra Hajduchova (piano).  Their programme will include music by 
Bach, Dvořák, Elgar, Respighi and others. 
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got be jabbed twice then three days later the injection sites are measured to see if 
there are any reactions. Also on the second time through they are pregnancy 
tested, vaccinated, wormed and given minerals by means of two big pills down the 
throat. This was all done to around 200 cattle including our four breeding Bulls, 
who with all their posturing, huffing, puffing and shouting were the perfect patient 
when their time came. In the end we pasted the TB test so we are all clear, we 
only had 7 empty cows and 2 heifers from this year’s summer of love - not bad 
out of 140 who went to the bull. The empties will be off to market and 
replacements will be sought (around 30 to boost numbers). It's great to get help on 
these occasions as it can be a very long. The handling system needs moving 
around and setting up, chasing cows around, all the bits and bobs, the worst job of 
all is getting the paperwork right and kept clean! Thanks to Joosje for that, 
although Alan does chase the cows into the crush every time which the cows 
thank by kicking him now and then! 
  
We need to get ditching again in places, to carry on where we left off last year, 
who knows one day we might find the plug. Funny to think we were ditching in 
June last year and the land drains were running, they are 2 to 3 feet down! 
Calving starts in February, so some time off is in order before the madness starts 
in 2017 
 
Martin 

BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB –  16 February 2017 

TAKE 5 A vertical design using just five flowers only plus 
foliage in a tall container.  See example below. 

Meetings start at 7.15 for 7.30 pm at the Brockham Recreation 
Ground Pavilion. For further details contact Ann Meadows on 
842934. 

BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY  

will be holding a Concert featuring Opera Choruses and Puccini's Messa di Gloria 
at St Martin's Church, Dorking on Saturday 18th March 2017 at 7.30pm. 

The choir will be accompanied by soloists and orchestra conducted by our 
Musical Director Patrick Barrett.  

Tickets £15 (£12 in advance) £5 for under 25s in full time education 

Tickets available from Pauline Whitehead 01306-881821: Maria Chadwick c/o 
Michael Frith, 40 South St, Dorking tel 01306-882728: online 
www.brockhamchoral.org/tickets. 
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BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

The year started mixed, mild one minute and then very cold but February usually 
heralds the first sign of Spring. Bulbs appear making a cautious arrival from the 
earth, catkins hang proudly from their branches and early flowers display their 
welcome colour. 

Take this opportunity, under cover to prepare your summer plants. Ventilate the 
greenhouse but water little as possible. Sow tuberous begonias, busy lizzies and 
sweet peas. Spray fuchsias with water on fine days to revitalise them. Pot up 
dahlia tubers and lily bulbs and sow early vegetables. Once Spring arrives 
everything will need attending all at once. 

The first talk this year will be held at Brockham Recreational Pavilion Hall on 
February 20th at 7.30pm. 

Entrance fee £3 Speaker to be confirmed. 

GATTON COMMUNITY THEATRE 

Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten 
before God.” 

Would you like to take part in a new piece of community theatre? Gatton 
Community Theatre is inviting adults and children (aged 8+) to be involved either 
as actors or backstage helpers in their next summer production at Gatton Park. To 
express and interest or to find out more you are invited to come along to drama 
workshops being held at Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, on Sunday 26th 
February 2.30-4.30pm and/or Saturday 4th March 2.30-4.30pm. (Meeting in the 
Royal Alexandra & Albert School Chapel) 

The production itself will be a newly commissioned piece of theatre, If a Sparrow 
Should Fall, and will take the form of an open air promenade theatre production 
within the beautiful grounds of Gatton Park, Reigate, with eight performances 
taking place over two weeks in July 2017.   Rehearsals will start after Easter.  The 
production will be directed by Libby Egwuba. 

The play will follow Legion, a homeless ex-serviceman, his dog and a sparrow on 
a journey of self-discovery. During his search for an acceptance of who he is and a 
cure for his sickness, Legion meets a number of animals who tell him stories of a 
miracle healer - the sparrow, a cat, a magpie, a mouse, and others, and so he begins 
his search until finally he encounters The Lamb. Familiar stories from the bible are 
the inspiration for the animal’s own original stories; at times funny and at others 
poignant it will be the story of a journey of discovery, friendship and love and 
suitable for all ages of audience, both adults and children aged 8+ 

We are hoping that once again we will have a large cast of people of all ages and 
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JOKE FOR FEBRUARY 

There was a man who had worked at a factory for twenty years. 

Every night when he left the plant, he would push a wheelbarrow full of straw to 
the guard at the gate.  The guard would make a thorough search of the straw, but 
find nothing and pass the man through. 

On the day of his retirement the man came to the guard as usual but without the 
wheelbarrow. 
Having become friends over the years, the guard asked him, "Charlie, I've seen 
you walk out of here every night for twenty years. 

I know you've been stealing something, but I can’t figure it out. Now that you're 
retired, tell me what it is. It's driving me crazy." 

Charlie simply smiled and replied, "Okay, wheelbarrows!" 

from all walks of life who would like to be involved. We welcome anyone of any 
age, experience or ability who wishes to take part, as either actors or backstage 
help, and the production will appeal to audiences of all ages. There are no 
membership fees. 

Inspiration for the play comes from Luke 12:6 and Matthew 6:25-34 
“Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten 
before God.” 

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious 
can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor 
spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these. ... 

If you would like any further information please email 
enquires@gattoncommunitytheatre.org.uk or tel 01737 832757 or 01737 642588 

BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS 
Do something amazing! Save a life this month! Blood donations can be given in 
the area as follows:- 
9th February, 2017, 1400-16.30 and 17.30-20.00 at the Mobile unit, Dorking 
halls. 
For further details ring 08457 711711 or visit www.blood.co.uk 


