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Parish Letter—July 2016 

“No Religion is the new Religion”  

Dear Everyone,  

For the last 1,700 years, to be English has meant to be Christian. This may 
have changed for ever. “No religion” has now apparently overtaken “Christian” 
as the majority position among white British people; and the younger they are, 
the more likely this is to be true according to one survey. The recent poll by 
“YouGov” for Linda Woodhead of Lancaster University shows that if you’re 
under 40 and British, you are far more likely to report being “no religion” than 
either Christian or anything else. What’s more, the children of no-religion parents 
are overwhelmingly likely to remain nonreligious themselves (95%).These 
“nones”, as they are known in the jargon, are not all fervently atheist: only 40% 
are convinced that there is no God or “higher power”, and 5% of them are 
absolutely certain that He does exist. All this makes little sense if you think that 
religion is primarily a matter of belief. Current debate is just as much about 
religion being made up of practice, ritual and self-understanding as it is about 
theology. Encouraging young people to discuss issues of faith and ethics, to find 
out what they actually believe can lead to engagement with and through many 
issues. Our Diocesan vision is to set “Hearts on Fire”, serve our communities 
and share our Faith with joy and gladness. 

Perhaps our churches and the Church of England as we know it is on a steady 
decline and all we are really doing is preserving our quaint bit of picturesque 
village life... the church on the green! But we can respond to these statistics in our 
churches. If you are a regular worshipper in either of our churches you will know 
some of the challenges we face to balance the books and ‘keep the show on the 
road’, but it is not just about the bricks and mortar. To be a baptized member of 
the church is to be a disciple of Christ and with that comes the need to spread the 
Christian Gospel of Love and Hope so that lives can be transformed by the saving 
grace; to pass the message on by telling the stories to children, grandchildren, 
encouraging an awareness and participation in the life of the church and live out 
the greatest commandment “To Love our neighbour as ourselves”. We are the 
church; as people Loving God, Walking with Jesus and being 
led by the spirit. Part of this means releasing our gifts, talents 
and skills, seeing the potential in others, helping to renew 
vocations, and deepening our own discipleship. 

The General Synod of the Church of England has called 
upon all church communities to engage with “Renewal 
and Reform” The document states that, “Renewal and 
Reform seeks to bring a message of hope through changed 
lives and transformed communities as people of faith and 
people finding faith discover their vocation to love God 
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and serve others. This loving service will find voice and expression in a myriad of 
ways but will be underpinned by justice, mercy and a humble walk with God.” 

If you are asked what is your religion? What do you reply?  If your reply is 
Christian can you help others come to know the love of God and empower them to 
explore what they really believe?  

If what we value is to inspire future generations it’s up to us to actually do that.  

Every Blessing.  May you return from the summer refreshed and renewed with 
“Hearts on Fire” 

Carol  

 A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP CHRISTOPHER  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

First of all, my thanks to you for all 
that you have done to help to ensure that the pledges for the 
2016 Diocesan budget have surpassed the £16.1m target we 
set.  

This response is a cause for much thanks to God for his 
graciousness to us and we continue to pray for God’s 
wisdom and love as we begin to see the monies pledged 
come in. It is now time to begin to think about the pledges 
that we each need to make for 2017 and I want to encourage you to once again 
consider prayerfully and deeply God’s generosity to us and the generosity that this 
demands from us in response. As I visit parishes and schools around the Diocese I 
am constantly struck by the vibrancy and diversity of our lives together. It seems to 
me that in Southwark Diocese we really work hard at living out the verses of Paul 
to the Romans on grace, resilience and perseverance.  

“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which 
we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, 
but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does 
not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” Romans 5: 1-5  

It is so important to our communities that our churches and priests, lay workers 
and people are in each parish to share God’s love and concern with our needy 
world. During 2015 we saw the plight of those who are refugees, but we also saw 
the plight of those in some of our own communities where they do not have 
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enough food, or are homeless or unemployed and beginning to lose hope. This is 
where our churches can be so important as they provide networks of friendship and 
support in Gospel outreach to those who are most in need of God’s love and Good 
News in our parishes. I hope and pray that the pledges which your parishes will 
make for 2017 will be generous once again so that we can continue to extend God’s 
mission here in South London and East Surrey.  

With my thanks to you all for all you do as we share God’s word to a needy people.  

                                                                                                                           
 

Our response to the Parish Support Fund 

 In 2015 all parishes were given details of the new Parish Support Fund to start in 
2016. Both our churches have had information leaflets available explaining the 
scheme. It is a generosity based pledge scheme which funds ministry across the 
Diocese, and has as one of its aims self-sufficiency in funding ministry in each 
benefice.  St Michael’s and St Mary’s PCCs have  each made a pledge for  2017, but 
with the current level of giving through standing orders, direct debits, and 
collections at church services, it does not reach the amount that will support our full 
time priest in the benefice. 

So if you feel that you might be able to give more generously, or review how you 
give to the church, perhaps by setting up a standing order, or committing to a regular 
monthly amount, please do contact our treasurers: Charles Hardy and Trevor Cooke: 
they will be very pleased to hear from you. 

RECTOR TO BE HONORARY CANON OF SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL  

Our Rector Carol Coslett has been invited by Bishop Christopher Chessun, Bishop 
of Southwark to be an Honorary Canon of Southwark Cathedral.  This is a great 
honour and mark of appreciation bestowed upon our Rector.  Carol will become a 
member of the College of Canons, and as such will have a stall in the cathedral, be 
invited to preach in the cathedral and preside once a year at a Eucharist. Canons 
work as ambassadors for the Cathedral, the mother church of the diocese, being a 
channel of communication for the wider communities in which they serve.  

The installation service will be on 18th September at 3pm dur ing Choral 
Evensong in Southwark Cathedral.  Members of both our parishes and 
congregations are invited to the service where the Dean, The Very Revd Andrew 
Nunn looks forward to welcoming you. Please let a churchwarden know if you 
would like to attend.  
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JULY SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S & ST MARY’S  

Date St Michael’s, Betchworth St Mary’s, Buckland 
3rd July 
6th Sunday After 
Trinity 
  
Thomas the 
Apostle 
  

  
  
  
11:00am Parish 
Communion** 
  
3pm Baptism 

8.00am Holy Communion 
(BCP) 
  
9:30am Parish Communion 

10th July 
7th Sunday After 
Trinity 
  

8:00am Holy Communion 
(BCP) 
  
11:00am Matins** 
  

  
9:30am Iona Parish 
Communion 
  
3pm Baptism 

17th July 
8th Sunday After 
Trinity 
  

 
  
  
 
 
5pm Said Evensong 

8:00am Holy Communion 
(BCP) 
  
  
  

24th July 
9th Sunday After 
Trinity 
  
  

8:00am Holy Communion 
(BCP) 
  
11:00am Parish 
Communion** 
  
12:30pm Baptism 
  
5pm  Contemplative Prayer 

  
9:30 Parish Communion 

31st July 
10th Sunday After 
Trinity 
  

  
  
 

8:00am Holy Communion 
(BCP) 

7th August 
11th Sunday After 
Trinity 
  

  
  
  
  
  
11am Parish Communion** 

8:00am Holy Communion 
( BCP) 
  
9:30am Parish Communion 

10:30am Joint Parish Communion + Baptism **  
at St Michael’s 

** Coffee/Tea served afterwards 

10:30am Joint All Age Family Service + Baptism at St 
Michael’s 
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CLEANING ROTA  -  JULY 2016 

DATE CHANCEL NAVE AISLES 

01-Jul Mrs Hardy 
Mrs Wickens Mrs  Chalker 

Mrs Slot Mrs Mitchell 

08-Jul Mrs Ferrett 
Mrs Scotcher   

Mrs Power   

15-Jul Mrs Armitage 
Mrs Hutton Mrs Forrest 

Mrs Stow Mrs Pruszynska 

22-Jul Mrs North 
Mrs Ridley   

Mrs Hollingworth   

29-Jul Mrs Scotcher 
Mrs Forrest Mrs Hardy 

Mrs Ferrett Mrs Power 

05-Aug Mrs Armitage 
Mrs Wickens   

Mrs Slot   

CHURCH COLLECTIONS MAY 
Collections  £487.29 
Donations and sales £770.65 
Total   £1177.94 (of which Gift Aided  £764.65) 

CHURCHYARD TIDY UP  
First of all, I would like to congratulate Susan, Diana and Hilary for their sterling 
work on the day. BUT! where were you all?! Despite the poor turnout, we got a 
lot done. The usual gutter clearing; Hilary and Diana attacked the ashes plot and 
Susan carried out the thankless task of de-grassing the paths. I would also like to 
thank Josh Flynn (our new grass cutter this year) for his tremendous efforts in the 
most appalling weather. It's the best the churchyard has looked for a long time. 
Finally, thank you to Christine for the sticky chocolate cake. Delicious! We had 
the bell ringers doing their belfry tidy up so they managed to force some cake 
down as well! The things they have to put up with!  
The next tidy up will be on the 12th November. As ever, for obvious reasons, the 
day before Remembrance Day. 
Your ever loving Verger, Graham. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS:    JULY 2016 
Baptism 
We welcome into the Lord’s family: 
29th May   Jonah Nicholas Porter, St Michael’s 
Marriage 
We send our congratulations to: 
27th May  Katie Spiller and Richard Johnson, St Michael’s  
28th May  Olivia Jinks and Tristam Constant, St Michael’s 
2nd June    Davina Alford and Chris Rawlings, St Michael’s  
Funerals & Memorials 
We send our condolences to those who are bereaved at this time:  
25th May  Mr David George Lyng who died on 26th April, aged 60, latterly 

of Bramble Wood Lodge, Brockham, St Michael’s followed by 
Burial in the Burial Ground. 

Burial of Ashes   
23rd May             Sheila Colville Biles who died 7th February aged 95, St.Michael’s  
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

CELEBRITY ORGAN RECITAL 
If ever justification was needed for the purchase of a new pipe 
organ in a country church, it was surely in this recital given by the 
international concert organist Margaret Phillips. 
A packed church witnessed a concert of the highest class by a 
musician of the highest class, who plays in cathedrals and concert 
halls the world over and shortly can be heard in London’s Royal 
Festival Hall.  
The programme was carefully chosen to demonstrate music from the Baroque to the 
modern, including some full blooded 19th century pieces.  That great master of the 
organ, both as a player and composer, J. S. Bach, was represented by the first of the 
Leipzig Chorale Preludes – the Fantasia on “Komm, Heiliger Geist” - where the 
chorale tune is heard played on the pedals against figurations on the manuals, clearly 
signifying the rushing wind of the Holy Ghost.  The same Chorale was also heard in 
the setting by Bach’s contemporary Dietrich Buxtehude whose reputation was such 
that the younger man walked some 200 miles to Lübeck to hear him play! 
The Kenneth Tickell organ of 2014 is fully equipped to play this period of music just 
as well as the more light-hearted dances by composers born in the 20th century, one of 
which, by Lionel Rogg (b.1936), calls for the utmost virtuosity in the pedal 
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PICTURE FRAMING 

 

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *  
* CANVAS PRINTING * 

  
* FREE COLLECTION * 

* AND DELIVERY SERVICE * 
 

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS 
CALL 01737 222424 

 

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE 
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk 

 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  
ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 

TEL: 01737 843361 
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am ‐ 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am ‐ 6pm; Sat 7am ‐ 3pm 

Do you need child care? 

www.childminderbrockham.co.uk 

Kelly Neale 
01737 844891  
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REIGATE DEANERY QUIZ NIGHT 
24th SEPTEMBER 2016 

ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH HALL 
FISH AND CHIP SUPPER 

COST: £7.50 
TIME: 7.30pm 

TEAMS OF SIX 
(BUT DON’T WORRY IF YOU CAN’T MAKE SIX – WE WILL HELP YOU 

ON THE NIGHT) 
 

 

department, as does the 19th century Saint-Saëns’ Fantaisie in Db. This last also 
demonstrated some of the full range of colours that this organ possesses, which were 
beautifully realised by Margaret. 
The programme had begun with W.T. Best’s arrangement of Handel’s Occasional 
Overture, and this, together with Guilmant’s March on a Theme by Handel heard 
earlier, linked up the 18th with the 19th century, while the concert concluded with 
Joseph Bonnet’s Concert Study from his Douze Pièces Op.7 (1910). 
The enthusiastic and long applause prompted an encore from Margaret in the form of a 
charming piece called “Shalom” by the little known 21st century Dutch composer, 
Toon Hagen, that seemed to incorporate the song “Peace be with you” in its flow of 
notes, making a fitting end to this magnificent recital. 
Christopher Slater 

Please send numbers and 
cheques, made payable to Reigate Deanery, to Christine 
Elliott at 2 Wray Lane, Reigate RH2 0HS no later than 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK COLLECTION RESULT FOR MAY 2016 
Grateful thanks must go to all of you who worked with the Christian Aid 
collections during Christian Aid week, May 15th – 22nd, and to those who gave so 
generously. 
The final collection being sent to Christian Aid is £1945.82.  

REIGATE DEANERY INVITATION 
A service of Wholeness and Healing will be held on Sunday July 10th at 5.00pm at 
All Saints, Merstham. All are welcome.  
For further details contact Chris Elliot on 01737 244919 or email: 
reigatedeanery@gmail.com 
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WANTED. LEADERS FOR RAINBOWS, 
BROWNIES, GUIDES OR SENIOR SECTION 
Are you over 18yrs old and looking to get more involved 
with your local community? 
Do you enjoy working with young people and children? 
Are you passionate about big issues affecting society today and building children’s 
awareness and self-confidence to cope with the challenges of tomorrow? 
If this sounds like you, then Girl Guiding needs you! 
What does this entail? 
• Helping organise and supervise session activities (with help from other dedicated 
volunteers); 
• Ensuring the group is run in accordance to the aims and principles of Girl Guiding 
UK; 
• General administrative duties; 
• Being able to co-ordinate the efforts of other volunteers to create rotas and session 
plans.  
Training through induction sessions will be provided by Girl Guiding UK and 
supported by current volunteers every step of the way!  
We anticipate that this role will require volunteers to dedicate 1-2 hrs/week. 
If you are a good communicator looking to make a difference who shares our values 
of peace, co-operation and equality, Girl Guiding UK (Leith Hill Division, Dorking 
–invites you to get in touch.  dorkingdownsdc@hotmail.com  

CRAZY CROWN TEA PARTY – SUNDAY JUNE 12TH 

The young, a few Nonagenerians and all ages in between gathered on Goulburn 
Green to celebrate the Queen’s 
90th Birthday – and there was 
something for everyone!  Rock 
music, face painting, wine 
sipping, crown making, beer 
tasting, and of course a fabulous 
afternoon tea served by a team 
of lovely guys and girls. There were plenty of ingenious 

crazy crowns on show, and it was a great way to celebrate a very special birthday as 
well as an opportunity for everyone to meet old friends and make new ones. The 
weather was very kind, and after we had toasted the Queen the sun even came out!  
What can we celebrate next?! 

Hilary Edwards 
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Get your ironing straight 
 
One offs or 
regular collection 
 
Call Mandy on 
(01737) 842988 

 ESTABLISHED 1865– OUR 150th YEAR! 
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PARISH COUNCIL JULY 

The swings and slide have now been 
installed on Goulburn Green and 
officially opened by Councillors Julie 
Hardy and Charmian Stow on the 9th 
June, with five children from the 
nursery sharing the honour of cutting 
the ribbon.  All the nursery school 
children then got a chance to try out the 
equipment, as did the children from the 
school. 

Thank you to everyone who has pointed out to councillors that a) the slide is on 
the wrong side and b) the swing is not level.  The slide has been deliberately 
positioned on the shady side of the unit as otherwise the metal of the slide can 
become uncomfortably hot – something we all must remember from our 
childhood!  The angle of the swing is partially dependent on the level of the 
ground, and when tested the swings do seem to swing in a straight line.  However 
we have raised this as a concern with the supplier. 

The residents of Atkinson House have recently raised concern over the speed of 
traffic past the Post Office on Old Reigate Road, and over cars parking close to 
their entrance.  This can make crossing the road to the bus stop or pulling out in a 
car a daunting experience for them.  Please do park considerately and observe the 
30 mph speed limit through the village.  Setting up the Speed Watch team again 
would also encourage drivers to observe speed limits.  If you would like to find 
out more about becoming a Speed Watch volunteer in Betchworth please drop me 
an email at the address below. 

That brings me to my next topic.  The parish council has just discovered that the 
resurfacing of Pebblehill has, with very little consultation, been delayed and will 
not be happening this year.  This is particularly disappointing as the resurfacing 
was to be followed by much needed traffic calming measures, and we will be 
writing to Surrey Highways to raise the concerns of residents. 

This was the subject of a recent village email, which as those who receive them 
know, now include village news and events as well as other subjects of local 
interest.   If you are not already receiving them, don’t miss out.  You can sign up 
by following the link on the home page of the village website at www.betchworth
-pc.gov.uk. 
Adria Kinloch  
clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk 
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THE BETCHWORTH TENNIS WEEKEND. 
What is really important about this special event is the chance to make new friends and refresh 
faded acquaintances. This is a weekend for everyone in the village, not just players and their 
immediate supporters. 
SATURDAY JULY 16th. 
10 a.m. Knockout matches begin. 
1.00 p.m. Lunch – Sian and Ed Winter have offered to host Lunch at Woodstock Farm, 
Gadbrook Road.  All welcome, competitors please come and bring your friends and supporters 
and enjoy a ploughman's lunch. It is "Pay as you eat", wet or fine, anytime after 1.00 p.m. Ring 
Sian on 01306 611662 or 07768244000 for directions. Everyone is welcome. 
7.00 p.m. BBQ at Ravenleigh, Station Road, many thanks to Julie and Charles Hardy. 
All the usual fun and games, plenty to eat and drink and some good music for a bop or two. Pay 
as you eat and drink. Bring the family, young and old, and maybe a folding chair or two. 
SWIMMING ONLY WITH PARENTAL SUPERVISION - 01737 843327. 
SUNDAY JULY 17th. 
2.30 p.m. Tennis finals and tea - The Red House, Old Reigate Road.  
Audience participation is essential at the semi-finals, so please come and join in to ooh and aah, 
cheer and even hiss - but only at the occasional poor line call or sleeping linesman of course!  
Our hosts, Eiluned and Peter Slot, are again welcoming everyone to their perfectly-sited grassy 
mound, from which you may view, in  agony or ecstasy, the semi-finals and final. Come early 
to secure the best chairs - or bring your own - and keep fingers crossed for good weather. As 
usual, there will be a delicious English Garden Tea. 
After the final, Maisie Bird will present a posy to Lynn Scotcher, whom has kindly agreed to 
present the cup to the winners. The cup was given 35 years ago in memory of the late General 
Goulburn. 
HOW IT ALL WORKS! 
SATURDAY JULY 16TH. 10.00 a.m. 
The qualifying rounds will be played American-style with each pair playing every other pair in 
its group. Each match should be the best of seven games (i.e. the winners are the first pair to win 
four games). If you have six couples in your group play the best of nine games i.e. the first 
couple to win five games.The overall group winners are the pair who win the most matches in 
their group. The winners of each group go through to the semi-finals on Sunday July 17th at 
2.30 p.m. In the event of a draw, the possible winning couples should play one another 
again - again the best of seven games.  
SPECIAL RULE. Please note that only two deuces are allowed in any game. In the event of a 
deuce being reached twice, the next (5th) point decides the game.   
TENNIS BALLS. No need to bring your own! Tennis balls will be provided at the court. 
Please put £ 1 in the tin to replace lost balls. Afterwards please gather them up and return them 
to Eiluned Slot or Fiona Patteson-Knight. 
MOBILE PHONE.  This can be useful for communication, but please try not to distract players 
in mid-point!  
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We offer an efficient personal service to 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners: 

* Routine Servicing * Overhauls * Restoration * 
* Full Coachwork Facilities * Storage * 

Carried out to the highest standard by our fully 
trained technicians 

 

Always a fine selection of  Chosen Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars for sale 

 

ADVICE IS FREE ~ JUST CALL 
Tel: 01737 844999 

Station Road, Betchworth, 
Surrey, RH3 7BZ 

www.royceservice.co.uk 
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ENTRY FEE. There is an entry fee of £ 5 per person. Please give your money to the first 
couple in each group on Court A.  
Couples 1, 2 ,3 and 4 should gather on Court A. 
Couples 5, 6, 7 and 8 should gather on Court B. 
HELP NEEDED. On the gate and with small flower arrangements for the tea tables, call 
Eiluned on 01737 842010. 

TENNIS TOURNAMENT GROUPS. 
GROUP 1. 
 Court A. Little Abbots, Snowerhill Road - Mrs Redburn. 
 Court B.  Great Oaks, Snowerhill Road. - Mrs Woods. 
 1. Martin and Jane Ferrett. 
 2. James Hardy and Suzanne Willis. 
 3.  Jack and Georgina Allsop. 
 4.  Lydia and Dan Armitage. 
 5.  Paul Rushton and Yasmin Parker. 
 6.  Chris and Ian Braidwood. 
 
 GROUP II. 
Court A.  Woodstock Farm, Gadbrook Road. _Mrs Winter 
Court B.  The Old Laundrie, Gadbrook Road. - Mrs Kerven 
 1. Christopher Hardy and Sian Winter. 
 2. Andrew and Charlotte Parker. 
 3. Taran and Sophie Bassi. 
 4. Patsy Lees and partner. 
 5. Daniel Kerven and Tanya Misimang. 
 6. Kate and Joseph Kerven. 
 7.  Charlie and Pippa Goldsmith. 
 
 GROUP III 
 Court A. Little Santon Farm, Trumpets Hill - Mrs Smart 
 Court B.  The Stables, Sandhills  - Mrs Lynch. 
 1.  Paul Ellison and Sara Smart. 
 2.  Nigel and Fiona Allsop. 
 3. Richard Savill and Julia Arrowsmith. 
 4. Andrew and Tracy Lynch. 
 5.  Charles and Julie Hardy. 
 6.  Nick Peters and Camilla Peterken. 
 
 GROUP IV 
 Court A.  The Red House, Old Reigate Road - Mrs Slot 
 Court B.  The Old House, The Street - John Stone. 
 1.  George Bird and Eiluned Slot. 
 2.  Diana Fitchett and Ross Radley. 
 3.  Sophie and Moe Wehbi. 
 4.  John Stone and Joan Bird. 
 5.  Alistair Hardy and Marion Hallett. 
 6.  Jeremy and Natasha Sykes. 
 7.  Natalia and Edward Sykes 
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FARM DIARY JULY 16  

I used to think I lead a sheltered life working away around the farm, away 
from the hustle and bustle of the average working life, I used to have 
nothing to do with the police (this is not a confession!) but now it's fast 
approaching one contact with the police a week, anything from vehicle 
spotting, people spotting, poaching and now livestock worrying. 
Something that drives any animal keeper mad is livestock worrying; it is 
getting worse; so much so that a local farmer in Brockham, 'Keith Budd,' 
has had three dog worrying incidents in 4 weeks.  

People need to be educated and understand that they need to control their 
dogs, whether that means they are on the lead or off. A right of way is a 
right of passage, the footpath is a designated width and should be kept to, 
this includes any dogs which are with the walker. I used to turn a blind 
eye to dogs running through standing wheat in full ear, but now I think a 
polite conversation is in order to pass on and reinforce the message. Some 
owners have told me their dog 'won't hurt the cattle, he's only playing' 
Well the cows don't know that. I dare say they don't even know what they 
are, or that they are managed, owned, and cared for. To them, I expect,  
they think the dogs are naturally running free doing what they want and 
controlled entirely by instinct, so when a dog chases them, to them it is 
life or death, so they will run or fight, each with a bad outcome 

Hopefully the summer will make an appearance soon, everything seems to 
be two weeks behind, most farmers would have done their chopped grass 
silage a couple of weeks ago, but some are still plodding on .We normally 
cut our silage around the second week of June, but it's more like a cross 
between silage and hay, so haylage is a better term. Basically silage is 
grass stored wet (like pickled onions) and hay is grass stored dry (like 
corn flakes).  

Turning out cows in late April is, I think, our busiest time of year. We 
have the main area of work change from cattle work, to arable work, they 
cross over by about 6 weeks and it can be challenging to decide what to 
do next. Once the cows are out, spraying and fertilising take over, only to 
stop about June when grass silage and some haymaking become a priority, 
and the main harvest is not far away. 

The arable crops look good, now we have waving ears of wheat, the only 
disappointment was the oilseed rape, which we have written off. I have 
never had a crop fail like this .Arable crops at the moment are not 
fetching a good price at all, so deciding not to spend money on an already 
backward crop was the right decision. To add to the insult it did not make 
sense to re drill with a spring sown crop, with a low price at market and 
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URGENT APPEAL FOR HOMES 

We are an animal charity seeking homes for the many 
unwanted cats, kittens and dogs that come into our care.  

Mitch is a gorgeous grey and white young male cat 
who was living rough with a group of other cats after 
being left behind by his owner. He is around 2/3 years 
old and is settling in well and in enjoying the food and 
warmth. Ideally Mitch needs a new home with a secure 
garden, and away from busy roads. 

If you can offer a loving home please call 01737 843166 (Evenings after 7pm) or 
anytime on 07918 056196) 

A JOKE FOR JULY 
Adam was walking around the Garden of Eden feeling very lonely, so God asked 
Adam, "What is wrong with you?" 
Adam said he didn't have anyone to talk to.  
God said he was going to give him a companion and it would be a woman. 
God said this person will cook for you and wash your clothes, she will always agree 
with every decision you make.  
She will bear you children and never ask you to get up in the middle of the night to 
take care of them. 
She will not nag you, and will always be the first to admit she was wrong when 
you've had a disagreement. 
She will never have a headache, and will freely give you love and compassion 
whenever needed. 
Adam asked God what would a woman like that cost him? 
God said, "An arm and a leg." 
Adam said, "What can I get for just a rib?" 
And the rest is history.... 

FED UP WITH STORAGE PROBLEMS? 

Then fear not I'm here to take care of all your carpentry and joinery woes 

I'm Dean, a professional carpenter and joiner with over 30 years of experience, 
excellent quality and friendly helpful advice, (m) 07971 265 635 (email) 
dean.terry@live.co.uk  

Small Ads 
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HERE COME THE COWS! 

CowParade Surrey is the world’s largest 
public art event, and it has arrived in Surrey! 
This exciting exhibition will see over 60 full-
size, fibreglass cows uniquely decorated by 
artists and placed around Surrey for all to 
discover! The idea behind CowParade is that 
cows are sponsored by businesses, decorated 
by artists and auctioned off to raise lots of 
mooolaa for charities!!  

Cows are gradually appearing throughout 
Surrey from June until the end of August. A specially designed app, is 
free to download and allows you to ‘check in’ to each cow as it’s found. 
Discover lots about each cow, win rosettes, take part in quizzes and much 
more. Those who find the most cows will be entered into a prize draw to 
win a luxury Kuoni holiday for two to Mauritius! 

The autumn will see the cows auctioned off for charity. Each cow sponsor 
gets to choose a charity of their own to benefit from half of the auction 
proceeds, with the other 50 per cent going to the Surrey Hills Trust Fund, 
established in partnership with the Community Foundation for Surrey to 
conserve and protect the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
The fund supports local community projects and enterprise schemes that 
benefit and enhance the Surrey Hills.  

For further information on CowParade and to download the app visit 
www.cowparadesurreyhills.com 

high input costs, so this has now gone fallow and will be returned to 
cropping in the spring with winter wheat. 

Our spring sown field beans are doing very well, so much so I think a 
competition entry is in order. Fingers crossed, they seem to like being 
sown late, let's see how late harvest is. 

The cattle are all out and about, feeding themselves at last and looking 
quite happy, not much to report on them really, they are behaving quite 
well. 

Martin 
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Once again we approach the end of another academic year that has seen the school 
continue to go from strength to strength and increase in popularity.  Virtually all of 
our classes are full and we now have waiting lists for some year groups. 

I wrote in May of our school Values which we will focus on through the next 
school year.  Since then we have also completed a review of our School Aims and 
Vision Statement.  The new Aims of our school are to ensure that: 

We care for each other 

We are encouraged to make good choices 

We are all different but everyone gets treated the same, no matter how we 
look or think 

Our teachers help us to get where we need to be.  They help us in ways we 
understand the most 

Our school is creative, exciting, positive and fun 
Be the best you can be, every day 

Our year 6 pupils are looking forward to visiting their new secondary schools; most 
of our pupils are heading for The Priory or Ashcombe in Dorking.  On the same 
day our new year 3 pupils from Newdigate and Charlwood and our Leigh site will 
join us for the day and will spend time getting to know our Brockham site and 
meeting their new teacher.  We are also looking forward to welcoming sixty new 
children into our reception classes at Betchworth and Brockham.  We have a 
carefully planned induction programme for our youngest pupils ensuring a smooth 
and happy introduction into their first school. 

Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh 
Village 
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DORKING MUSEUM IN JULY 

Telling the local story 

Dorking Museum has been attracting praise for one of  its successful 
ventures – The Cockerel Press.  With no public funding, the Museum 
depends on the hard work of its volunteers and its relatively modest 
admission charges, shop sales and other activities ... like The Cockerel 
Press. 

It was established in 2013 to publish books with a specific local interest 
that are unlikely to attract mainstream publishers.  Some are written by 
Museum volunteers, others happen when an author puts forward an idea 
they have already researched. 

Its latest publications, available from the Museum and local shops, reflect 
a diversity of subjects.  Susannah Horne’s ‘Early Medieval Dorking’ 

covers the period 600 to 1200 AD; David Drummond’s ‘Mole Valley Open Gardens’ explores 
over 50 gardens opened under the National Gardens Scheme since 1928; and Albert Bird’s ‘A 
History of Brockham Park’ tells of a Victorian mansion which became an award-winning 
laboratory. 

Cockerel Press is always happy to consider suggestions for new publications.  To discuss an 
idea, please contact Susannah Horne at Dorking Museum (e-mail 
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk). 

A last chance to see our current exhibition, “Dorking High Street: Chaos and Commerce”, 
paintings and archive photographs, open Thursday to Saturday, 10am-4pm, until 23rd July.  
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Tel: 01306 876591.   

Family Activity, Saturday 16th July: ‘Take Part Art’, help create a unique artwork of 
embossed metal foil tiles based on patterns found in the Museum or in and about Dorking.  
Drop in between 2pm and 3.30pm.  Ideal for families with children up to age ten.  Free with 
regular Museum entry.  

The ‘Take Part Art’ artwork, created at local schools and our Family Activities, will be 
displayed in the Museum from Thursday 28th July and through August and September.   

The Museum is taking group bookings for the South Street Caves tours and Guided Walks of 
Dorking and individual bookings for the Caves Open Day on Saturday 30th July.  Visit 
the website or e-mail admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  

BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS 
Do something amazing! Save a life! Blood donations can be given in the area as 
follows:- 
14th July 2016 1400-16.30 and 17.30-20.00 at the mobile unit, Dorking Halls 
For further details ring 08457 711711 or visit www.blood.co.uk 
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HISTORY COMES ALIVE  

A working WW2 Victory Garden replaces chicken coop on Rectory Lane, 
Buckland. 

Victory gardens, also called war gardens or food gardens for defence were 
planted at private residences and public parks in the United Kingdom during 
World War II.   They were used along with Rationing Stamps and Cards to reduce 
pressure on the public food supply.  Not only would war gardens provide essential 
crops for families and neighbourhoods, they would help the war effort by freeing 
up valuable space on merchant shipping convoys.  By 1943, over a million tons of 
vegetables were being grown in gardens, flowerbeds, parklands, golf clubs and 
allotments. 

The Victory Garden on Rectory Lane aims to re-create an authentic and working 
wartime garden using heritage crops and gardening techniques prescribed in Mr. 
Middleton’s 1942 book entitled ‘Digging for Victory’.  The garden will feature 
wartime memorabilia, complete with an Anderson air raid shelter (created from a 
corrugated steel pig sty).  The garden will be open for educational school visits 
and as well as entering next year’s National Garden Scheme to fundraise for war 
veterans. 

Veteran gardeners who remember working in Victory Gardens have already 
provided fascinating knowledge.  Whilst wooden raised beds were the preserve of 
affluent householders, it was more common to collect bricks from bombed out 
buildings to build raised beds with angled brick edging.  Bonfires on plots were 
common but had to be snuffed out using old carpet at night time. Anecdotes like 
these will go towards making the Victory Garden as authentic as possible. 

The Victory Garden builders are appealing to anyone who can share wartime 
gardening experiences as well as any relevant books, WW2 pamphlets, wartime 
memorabilia and heritage seeds to make the garden historically accurate. 

Contact wartime gardeners Ali Eagle (07584 222886) or Jeremy Martin (0780 
858 4929). 

SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL CHILDREN’S SOCIAL WORKER 
RECRUITMENT CAMPAIGN 

Are you a children's social worker looking to put down roots in your life and 
career? Surrey children’s services need experienced social workers to help make a 
difference to the lives of children and their families across the county, and in 
return offer a working environment where you'll be supported, developed and 
rewarded every step of the way. Find out what living and working in Surrey could 
offer you bit.ly/1RqG4x4 
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PEBBLECOMBE WI AT BETCHWORTH:  JUNE REPORT 

Speaker Maggie Stoker from Pets As Therapy (PAT) came to our June 
meeting in the company of Alfie, a shorthaired marmalade 
cat.  Originally a rescue cat, he has been with owner Maggie for six 
years and is very happily settled in his role as a PAT visitor.  Pets As 
Therapy, now a nationwide charity began in 1983 when its founder, 
walking her dog, noticed how people stopped to talk (mostly to the 
dog):  thus the idea of introducing dogs as therapy was born, for people 
to stroke and relax over a short chat with the owner..  Volunteers take 
their own dogs, and more recently cats, Animals need to be happy and 
healthy and have a calm temperament and are required to have a strict 
health check each year.  About 4,500 PAT dogs now visit hospices, care homes, day centres, 
special schools and some prisons, with about 100 cats now active.  Nearly three million people 
get a PAT visit in a year. Alfie graciously accepted the adulation of the audience and posed for 
a photograph with his owner, who gave an interesting and entertaining talk. 
An unusual calm settled on members which we put down to the soothing effect of the cat's 
presence  A tea break, the raffle and competition results, followed by President Mary Clark 
reminding us of our duties for our Teas On The Green on 21st August soon brought a lively 
atmosphere and we look forward to a talk and film by The Grange, Bookham, on7th July, 7.45 
pm at the Hamilton Room, Betchworth.   Come and join us. 
Pam Patch.  

THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY 
Formed in the 1950s to help protect and conserve the quality of life in Betchworth & 
Buckland, the Society has had a very successful first half of 2016. While maintaining 
a watching brief on developments in the two villages and supporting initiatives which 
chime with the Society’s objectives, the committee has hosted a full programme of 
social events, providing members with opportunities to get together. The ever popular 
Quiz Night (plus supper) in February saw eleven teams of eight fight it out with 
quizmaster Charles Hardy wanting answers like 3.14159 and Lady Gaga (I can’t 
remember the questions). In April we welcomed Steven Stockton, Senior General 
Valuer from Bonhams, to the Valuations Tea Party. Members brought a huge variety 
of antiques and objet d’art for Steven to value, from a Napoleonic cavalry helmet to a 
snuff box. Steven’s commentary on all the items was very informative and some 
valuations left members feeling richer! The guest speaker at the Society’s AGM in 
May was Peter Barclay, Vice Chairman of the GACC, who gave members an update 
on progress of the decision about airport expansion and provided an insight into the 
state of the aviation industry and whether there is any real need to expand runway 
capacity. There is still to come: on 15th July the Summer BBQ (Buckland Green), 
14th November the Autumn Lecture (Nicholas Owen, journalist and 
broadcaster), 18th November the Annual Dinner and 18th December the 
Christmas Drinks Party. Come and join us. 

TC 
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MUSIC IN DORKING - JULY 2016 
2nd at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free, 01306 884229 
2nd at 6.30, concert at Leith Hill Place, £18, 0844 249 1895 
2nd at 7.30, Rhythm of the Dance at Dorking Halls, £25.50, 01306 881717 
2nd at 8.00, Holmbury St Mary choral society at St James, Abinger Common, £15, 
01306 730382 
5th 12th 19th 26th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415 
815784 
9th at 7.30, Surrey Festival Choir at Dorking Halls, £15-25, 01306 881717 
9th at 8.00, Bookham choral society at St Nicolas, Bookham, £10, 01372 375644 
12th at 5.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 
13th at 2.30, concert at Leith Hill Place, £18, 0844 249 1895 
23rd at 6.30, concert at Leith Hill Place, £18, 0844 249 1895 
23rd at 7.00, André Rieu concert screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 
881717 
 
Ian Codd 
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BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Brockham Green Horticultural Society’s Autumn Show is being held on 
Saturday 24th September at Betchwor th Village War  Memor ial Hall. 
Hopefully everyone’s gardens are producing well and we look forward to keen 
gardeners, young and old entering their produce and flowers this Autumn.   

There are classes for keen cooks, flower arrangers, photographers and makers of 
homemade wine and beer, plus a range of craft categories, to attract those who 
enjoy drawing, painting and generally making things.   

The Junior Section which was very popular last year offers a variety of classes 
for the under 5’s up to 16 year olds. These categories are for those who have an 
interest in painting or drawing, making models either out of clay or other 
materials, and for budding young botanists. 

The Show schedule provides all the information required and entry forms.  We 
are looking forward to a bumper crop of entries. 

Please note that Members only are eligible to enter the Show but we urge any 
non- members to join the Society so they can enter into the fun of exhibiting in 
the future. 

Everyone is welcome to come along and view the exhibits from 2.30 – 4pm and 
marvel at the growing and creative skills of our membership. 

BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB  

Our second monthly Demonstration 
will be by Sachiko Pearce, a Surrey 
Area demonstrator from Caterham 
who is also a classical Japanese 
Ikebana designer.  Sachiko’s 
designs will be entitled ‘Floral 
Theatre’. 

The evening will be one to sit and 
enjoy – all flower arrangements to 
be raffled. 

A welcome awaits so do come and 
join us at 7.15 pm-on 21st July  in Brockham Recreation Ground Pavilion. 
Visitors £4 
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GATTON PARK EVENTS - AUGUST 2016  
Adults’ Events 
Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW 
01737 649068. education@gatton-park.org.uk 
Book online at: www.gattonpark.com 
Please book all events in advance except open days. 
Sun 7th August   Gardens and Grounds Open  
The Great Jelly Baby Free Art Hunt. Explore the grounds to find your hidden 
golden jelly baby to claim your free art. In conjunction with Art Matters. 
Park also open as usual open day. 
1pm – 5pm Cost: Adults £4 Children free 
Mon 8th – Fri 12th August Tea in the Japanese Garden  
Why not treat your friends and family to morning or afternoon tea in our 
Japanese tea house? Surrounded by nature, enjoy exclusive use of the garden for 
a cream tea or variety of cakes, tea and coffee. Buggy ride included! Morning & 
afternoon slots available. Max 6 adults per group.  
Cost:  Adults £10 per person. Children £5 each. (£40 min charge). £10 Deposit 
required to reserve booking.   
Sun 28th and Mon 29th August  Picnic with the Past  
Join in the celebrations for the 300th anniversary of the birth of the landscape 
architect 'Capability' Brown. Enjoy a family Picnic with the Past and walk 
around the park to interact with costumed characters with the Gatton Community 
Theatre.  
Georgian pastimes and children’s dressing-up corner. 
Bring your own picnic, light refreshments available to purchase.  
Georgian fancy dress welcome.  
Pay in advance or on the day (no credit/debit cards facilities available on day) 
12pm-4pm Cost: Adults £8 Children free 
Weekly Tours 
Guided tours run every Tuesday and Thursday at 2pm throughout the year. 
Adults £4. Book in advance. Meet by the lych gate of St Andrew’s Church 
Children’s Activities 
All activities must be booked in advance, unless otherwise stated. Children under 
eight must be accompanied by an adult. 
Mon 1st August Pirate Adventure (4 – 7 yrs) 
Games, crafts and trails as you join the Gatton Pirate Crew! 
10am – 12noon or 1.30pm – 3.30pm Cost: £7 per child 
Wed 3rd and Fri 5th August     Trails and Tales (2 – 4 yrs) 
Enjoy the story of The Gruffalo and go for a walk around the park to bring the 
story to life. Return to create artwork linked to the story.  
10am – 11.30am or 1.30pm – 3pm Cost: £7 per child 
Thurs 4th August Rainforest Art (4 – 7 yrs) 
Create a rainforest scene using lots of art techniques. 
10am – 12noon or 1.30pm – 3.30pm Cost: £7 per child 

Local Reports and Notices 
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Mon 8th August          Wizard Challenge (4 – 7 yrs) 
Follow the challenges around the park to complete your wizard training. 
10am – 12noon or 1.30pm – 3.30pm Cost: £7 per child 
Tues 9th August         All about Bees (4 – 7 yrs) 
Discover more about Gatton’s bees from our bee keepers. There will be honey 
tasting, crafts and outdoor activities. 
10am – 12noon or 1.30pm – 3.30pm Cost: £7 per child 
Wed 10th and Fri 12th August      Trails and Tales (2 – 4 yrs) 
Enjoy the story of Maisy Goes Camping and then enjoy playing in our 
campsite. Explore the tents, a pretend bbq and campfire and there are clothes to 
clean and washing up to do!  
10am – 11.30am or 1.30pm – 3pm Cost: Adults free £7 per child 
Thurs 11th August         Wizard Challenge (8+ yrs) 
Complete the physical and mental challenges as you find your way around 
Gatton Park and become a young wizard! 
10am – 12noon or 1.30pm – 3.30pm Cost: £7 per child 
Tues 16th August           Bug Hunting (4 – 7 yrs) 
Go in search of beetles, ladybirds and other bugs in the meadows and woods.  
10am – 12 noon or 1.30pm – 3.30pm      Cost: £7 per child 
Wed 17th and Fri 19th August         Trails and Tales (2 – 4 yrs) 
Enjoy the story of Very Hungry Caterpillar and go for a walk around the park 
to bring the story to life. Return to create artwork linked to the story.  
10am – 11.30am or 1.30pm – 3pm Cost: £7 per child 
Thurs 18th August          Bat Night (6+ years) 
Watch bats flying over the ponds and learn lots about these amazing creatures.  
7pm – 9pm  Cost: £7 per child 
Mon 22th August            Junk Model - Space (4 – 7 yrs) 
Build your own amazing rockets, space stations or flying saucers from junk! 
10am – 11.30am or 1.30pm – 3pm Cost: £7 per child 
Wed 24th and Fri 26th August       Trails and Tales (2 – 4 years) 
Enjoy the story of Highway Rat and go for a walk around the park to bring the 
story to life. Return to create artwork linked to the story.  
10am – 11.30am or 1.30pm – 3pm Cost: £7 per child 
Thur 25th August          Art in the Landscape (8+ yrs) 
Enjoy time drawing and painting outside at Gatton with helpful advice from 
our tutor. 
10am – 12noon or 1.30pm – 3.30pm Cost: £7 per child 
Wed 31st August and Fri 2nd September       Trails and Tales (2 – 4 yrs) 
Enjoy the story of Shark in the Park and go for a walk around the park to bring 
the story to life. Return to create artwork linked to the story.  
10am – 11.30am or 1.30pm – 3pm Cost: £7 per child 
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