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Parish Letter—June 2016 

 
‘O God our help in ages past’- is a well-known hymn and one I’m rather fond 
of and the second line ‘Our hope for years to come’ speaks to me at the 
moment as I prepare for a new phase in my life! However I do take issue with 
this verse: 

                                   Time, like an ever- rolling stream, 

                                         bears all its sons away; 

                                   They fly forgotten, as a dream 

                                         dies at the opening day. 

Isaac Watts based his hymn on Psalm 90, in which the psalmist writes of the 
eternity of God and the brevity of human time. Apart from taking issue with the 
absence of daughters in his stream, my experience is that we do not ‘fly 
forgotten as a dream’, our remembrances both individual and collective are 
hugely powerful and can work for good and for ill. For example, our two 
villages carry their own stories, characters and memories which are well 
nurtured by the current residents as witnessed in the Goulburn exhibition last 
month and the frequent articles in these magazines. 

As I prepare to move on to pastures new, and embark on the next phase of my 
training for ministry, I find myself at a junction, caught during June looking 
both forward and backwards as if stranded on a rock in the middle of the ‘ever- 
rolling stream’. I am poised and ready to jump but there is nothing quite like 
saying goodbye for stirring up memories, and I have many to 
treasure………………… 

I first plonked myself down in a pew in St Michael’s in 1991. I was bereft, my 
father, who should have baptised my first born son had died, and I knew that I 
needed to be in church, Maurice Keen who was churchwarden at the time 
quietly approached me, carefully placed some board books next to me and 
stepped back. It was just the right level of hospitality, enough to let me know I 
had been noticed and cared for, but not intrusive. In 1997 the ‘ever rolling 
stream’ suddenly bore Maurice away but he did not ‘fly forgotten as a dream’ 
his many kindnesses live on in the memory of those who knew him, his life like 
so many others is part of the fabric of the church, they each add another layer to 
the strata that make up the community. Like it or not we are affected by our 
experiences of community, those experiences make us and make the church.  

Next month I will start to learn the stories that form and sustain two new 
parishes, St Peter and St Paul’s Chaldon and St Luke’s Whyteleafe. Chaldon 
church features in the Domesday Book so its substrata run deep, whereas 
Whyteleafe has no ancient roots and finding a narrative around which the people 
can coalesce challenges them to identify their story. I am beginning to hear 
about the people and events who have moulded and impacted these churches 
and I shall grow to know and love them; but for me June will be about 
celebrating and remembering St Michael’s and St Mary’s and the hospitality 
offered to me and my family over the past 25years.  
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* 

  .I will carry those 25 years with me into the future; they have formed and 
moulded me, just as the ‘ever- rolling stream’ the ‘Mole’ has formed, moulded 
and flooded its banks over the years. 

In 2004 I organised a parish retreat which was led by the poet Ann Lewin. It was 
one of many formative experiences for the current congregation inhabiting and 
bringing to life our ancient churches. Ann’s poem, reproduced below, expresses 
perfectly why I don’t believe we ‘fly forgotten as a dream’ but instead are formed 
by the ‘ever-rolling stream’ of experiences, relationships, disagreements and 
kindnesses that we encounter on our journey through life. 

                                                               Celtic knot 

                                          The tangled roots from which I spring 

                                          Nourish my depths and  

                                          Send out shoots for growth; 

                                          Separate yet entwined 

                                          Friends, relatives, strangers 

                                         And people I don’t like, 

                                         We grow together in 

                                         Intricate relationship. 

 

                                        Weaver God, pick up the 

                                        Threads of my experience, 

                                        Craft the pattern, and 

                                        In your time 

                                        Reveal significance. 

                                                           by Ann Lewin. 

May the memory threads that run through our communities 
help us to continue to craft our patterns, and the shared love 
and hospitality be ‘our hope for years to come’.  

Helen Burnett 

TITLE POST AND ORDINATION 
Helen Burnett who has worshipped in Buckland and Betchworth for the past 25 
years will do so for the last time on June 19th when she will be at the Family 
Service in St Mary’s and at Evensong in St Michael’s. 
Her Ordination will take place at Southwark Cathedral on Saturday June 25th and 
is by ticket only. 
Her Curacy begins on June 26th and will be with The Rev’d Timothy Goode in 
the United Benefice of St Luke’s Whyteleafe and St Peter and St Paul’s Chaldon 
which are part of the Caterham Team Ministry. 
Helen asks for your prayers at this time of change for herself and for her family. 
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 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

DOWNSVALE Nursing Home 

Telephone: 01306 887652/883157 
Email:  wendy@monarchcareltd.com 
Website:  www.downsvale.co.uk 
Address:  6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1PT 

Specialised, Professional Care 
within a Homely Atmosphere 
Downsvale is a Nursing Home set 
in beautiful grounds with views to 
Boxhill.  The home offers those 
seeking residence a friendly and 
comfortable environment with 24 
hour qualified nursing care.  
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb 

Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 
and Arboriculturist                       

Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 

Funeral Directors & 
Monumental Masons 

SHERLOCK FUNERAL SERVICE 
Family business 

established over 100 years 
TRELLIS HOUSE, 190 SOUTH 

STREET, DORKING RH4 2ES 

 Tel: 01306 882266 

E-mail: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 
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Date St Michael’s, Betchworth St Mary’s, Buckland 

5th June 
2nd Sunday 
After Trinity 

 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
  
  
11.00am Parish 
Communion** 
  

  
9.30am Parish Communion 
  

12th June 
3rd Sunday 
After Trinity 
  

  
  
  
  
11.00am Queen’s 90th 
Birthday Matins Service** 

8.00am Holy Communion 
(BCP) 
  
9.30am Iona Parish 
Communion 
  
  
   

19th June 
4th Sunday 
After Trinity 
  

  
  
  
  
  
5pm Choral Evensong 

8.00am Holy Communion 
(BCP) 
  
  
  

26th June 
5th Sunday 
After Trinity 
  
  

8.00am Holy Communion 
(BCP) 
  
  
11.00am Parish Communion 
  
5.00pm Contemplative Prayer 
  

  
  
9:30am  Parish Communion 

3rd July 
7th Sunday 
After Trinity 
  
Thomas the 
Apostle 
 

  
  
  
  
11.00am Parish Communion 

8.00am Holy Communion 
(BCP) 

  
9.30am Parish Communion 
  
  

**Coffee/Tea served afterwards 

June Services at St Michael’s and St Mary’s 

 
10.30am Joint All Age Family  Service at St Mary’s 
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CELEBRATING THE QUEEN’S OFFICIAL BIRTHDAY 

The Queen’s official birthday celebrations are taking place over the weekend of 
10th-12th June. This is an oppor tunity for  our  churches to r eflect upon the 
changes, great and small, that the last 90 years have brought and a time to 
celebrate the role of each church in its community as a tribute to the Queen’s 
faith and her lifetime of Christian service. And what a great moment to celebrate 
the life of anyone in your church or local community who is 90 this year. 

Service June 12th 11 am Celebratory Choral Matins St Michael’s Betchworth. 
If anyone is going to be celebrating their 90th birthday in the Parish during June, 
please contact Carol on 01737 842102. 

Could I submit another plea for volunteers to join the St Michaels cleaning rota?  

We have lost another long standing member of our team and really do need 

some extra help.  It need only be less than an hour every month or 6 weeks and 

involves light cleaning and tidying.  It can be very sociable and rewarding. 

Any offers of help can be made to Debbie Lyver on 01737 844367 or 

debbie623.francis@yahoo.co.uk 

CLEANING ROTA  -  JUNE 2016 

 

DATE CHANCEL NAVE AISLES 

03-Jun Mrs Scotcher 
Mrs Sheed  Mrs Chalker 

Mrs Slot  Mrs Mitchell 

10-Jun Mrs North 
Mrs Hutton 

 
  

Mrs Stow   

17-Jun Mrs Armitage 
Mrs Lyver Mrs Ridley 

Mrs Pruszynska   Mrs Power 

24-Jun Mrs Hollingworth 
Mrs Ferrett   

Mrs Forrest 
  

  

01-Jul Mrs Hardy 
Mrs Sheed  Mrs Chalker 

Mrs Slot  Mrs Mitchell 
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CHURCH COLLECTIONS.APRIL: 

Collections  £383.69 

Donations and sales £244.70 

Total   £628.39 

(of which Gift Aided  £319.40) 

FROM THE REGISTERS: JUNE 2016 

Baptism: 

We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 

May 1                   Elliot Patrick Vaughan, St Michael’s  

Marriage: 

We send our congratulations to: 

April 15th  Samantha Pearce and Adam Maddocks, St Michaels  

 Funerals & Memorials 

We send our condolences to those who are bereaved at this time:  

19th April      Mrs Catherine (Kitty) Marjorie Beer who died on 25th 
March, aged 98, latterly of Furzefield Lodge, 
Kingswood. 

26th April Mr Alan Preston Lee who died on 5th April, aged 78, 
latterly of Maumbury Care Home, Dorchester. 

27th April Mr Michael Henry Zeal who died on 27th March, aged 
85, latterly of Broome Park Nursing Home, 
Betchworth. 

5th May Mrs Janine Pamela Davy who died on 26th April, aged 
84, latterly of Sheridan Drive, Reigate. 

13th May Mr Peter Harold Hobden who died on 15th April, 
latterly of Beechcroft, The Street Betchworth. 

Burial of Ashes 

4th May Jane Elizabeth Gilchrist Lindsay (daughter of 
Margaret F.H. Stephenson) who died on 20th 
September, 2010, aged 59 formally of Dundas, 
Ontario, Canada. Burial of Ashes was at St Mary’s, 
Buckland. 

                                  May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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ST MICHAEL’S ANNUAL MEETINGS 2016  

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners & the Annual Parochial Church Meeting was 
held in St Michael’s Church on Sunday 23 April 2016 after the morning Service. 
A copy of the minutes is available from the PCC Secretary. 

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners re-elected Hilary Ely and Linda Slater as 
Churchwardens, and elected Melvin Hughes to the role of PCC Secretary, 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting was informed that as at 16th April 2016, 
there were 149 names on the Electoral Roll, 55.within the Parish and 94 outside 
the Parish. As at 31st December 2015, there were 144 names on the Electoral 
Roll, 55 within the Parish and 89 outside the Parish. 

Hilary Ely presented the PCC Review of the Year which noted that the Revd Kate 
Capper had completed her 18 months as Associate Vicar and the Rector had 
returned from her secondment to Merstham. The late Revd Pattie Vigers remained 
much missed and the new organ and vestry project had been completed in April 
2016. 

Martin Higgins presented a report on the fabric which noted that a temporary 
repair had been carried out to a leak in the valley between the chancel roofs; the 
tarmac had been resurfaced on the path from the south porch to the ‘Brockham’ 
gate (funded by a grant from Surrey County Council through the Parish Council 
and that our Inspecting Architect retired last year and steps were underway to 
appoint a new one (the next Quinquennial inspection and report was due in 2016).   

Hilary Ely read out a brief report from the Treasurer. The Parish quota has been 
paid in full, although, as a result, we do still show a small deficit for the year on 
the general accounts. Finances nonetheless remain relatively precarious, in that 
there is a funding shortfall on the new toilet and Lady Chapel. Looking forward, 
the Treasurer remained hopeful that we would be able to meet our Parish Share in 
full in the current year although whether we will be able to clear any of our prior 
year deficit remains to be seen. Any offers for individuals to increase their direct 
debit (or start one) would be very gratefully received.   

Following the election of PCC Members the new PCC comprised the Rector; 
Hilary Ely and Linda Slater (Churchwardens); Charles Hardy (Treasurer); Martin 
Higgins (Fabric Officer); Ginny Eaton (Elected Member & Diocesan Synod); 
Pam Armitage and Margaret Miller (Deanery Synod); Tom Briscombe, Jo 
Oliphant and David Rodin (Elected Members). 

A list of those willing to serve as Sidesmen for  another year was read to the 
meeting and approved.  
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B. Blake 
Builder and Decorator 

For all aspects of building, 

 decorating and property 

maintenance 

Call for free estimates 

TEL 01293 776218 MOB 07776131611  

PICTURE FRAMING 

 

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *  
* CANVAS PRINTING * 

  
* FREE COLLECTION * 

* AND DELIVERY SERVICE * 
 

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS 
CALL 01737 222424 

 

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE 
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk 

 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 
TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

Do you need child care? 

www.childminderbrockham.co.uk 

Kelly Neale 

01737 844891  

THE HAIR S TUDIO 
ON BROCKHAM GREEN 

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm 

Unisex sa lon 

Carefree hair for  

your ind ividua l needs 

Tel 01737 843533 

http://www.childminderbrockham.co.uk
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 Chris 
  Long 
                    

 

 

 

 GRASSCUTTING 

 HEDGE CUTTING 

 GARDEN CLEARANCE 

 SHED & GARAGE 
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS 

 

TEL:  01737 844039 
MOB: 07887 505811 

 

 

Barrie 07710 328848 
E: info@bc-carpentry.co.uk 

W: bc-carpentry.co.uk 
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Another great start to Christian Aid Week - 15th-21st May last month.  With 
high pressure predominating, we had fine sunny weather for most of the week. 
The weather was certainly on our side, making door to door collections so much 
more enjoyable. 

Many of us benefited from the Rectory Big-Brekkie which set us up for  the 
sterling task of dropping and collecting little red envelopes. The launch of the 
Big Brekkie this year was out of a desire to create community events that lots of 
people can enjoy. Across the UK there have been sponsored walks, coast to coast 
sponsored cycling, barn dances, abseiling, busking and the house to house 
collections, all standing side by side with our global neighbours. 

Whilst the key theme this year is the plight of those families who battle with 
floods in Bangladesh, Christian aid is also focusing on the refugee situation both 
on the ground in Syria and Greece. Jenny Brown, Snr EU Relations Advisor at 
Christian Aid says: 'People are leaving out of desperation and because they've 
lost hope. No-one would undertake such dangerous journeys if they felt they had 
no other options. So it’s totally unacceptable that when they reach European 
shores - having risked their lives to do so -  find themselves unwanted and 
unprotected, stranded and desperate.' Our donations support these people both in 
Syria and on the provision of essential provisions on European shores. 

Once again, Christian Aid regional HQ at Waterloo has asked me to pass on 
their thanks to all collectors and organisers at St Michael's and St Mary's. 

Every year seems to bring a new challenge. Only last year we were assisting the 
Nepal earthquake tragedy and the Ebola crisis. Both areas helped enormously by 
our contributions and through the global coalition of many other churches that 
work together in humanitarian assistance, advocacy and development. 

We will look forward to the July issue of our Parish Magazines for final figures 
of the monies and gift aided contributions made to Christian aid. The web-link 
below gives a flavour of the various events undertaken by Christian aid 
volunteers. 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/inyourarea/news/ 

Tom Briscombe 

 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/inyourarea/news/
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ST. MICHAEL’S SPRING CLEANING 2016 
Because of ongoing building works in the church, this year’s spring cleaning was 
postponed until after Easter and took place on Sunday 24th and Monday 25th April. 
The pressure was on as a funeral was unexpectedly arranged for the Tuesday 
morning. 
Thanks to a lot of dedicated help we completed the task in a day and a half instead 
of the usual two and a half days but the silver, brass and rector’s vestry had been 
cleaned on the previous Friday, which gave us a good head start. 
A total of 36 people came to help, 8 of whom came on two days. 7 men joined us, 
plus one young lady who recently moved to Betchworth and 4 others who came for 
the first time. 
Very many thanks to everybody who helped in any way to make this a successful 
and satisfying project. 
This was the 25th time that I have organised the spring cleaning and I would be 
glad to hand over the job. If anyone would like to know what is involved (quite 
straightforward), please get in touch with me. 
Jane Forrester 

VOLUNTEERS' THANK YOU TEA, 23RD APRIL 

It was only when I became a church warden that I began to more fully appreciate 
just how many people do things for the church - some seen, but many unseen 
and unknown. What brings us to do this will be reasons many and varied but 
with a common aim - to retain a church presence at the heart of the village. 

The thank you tea was merely a token by way of thanking everyone who does 
anything for the church, to assure them that their contribution is greatly 
appreciated and that without them much of what we do would not be possible. 
Thank you to everyone who; baked cakes; set up tables and decorated the 
church; made table decorations and those who simply came. To paraphrase an 
old saying, it takes a village to make a church.  

Linda Slater 

GROWING IN FAITH AND LIFE: BISHOP’S CERTIFICATE IN 
DISCIPLESHIP2016/2017 

 Growing in Faith and Life is the new Bishop’s Certificate course in Discipleship 
introduced in 2015 to support the ministry of the whole people of God across the 
Diocese. The course will give people confidence in speaking about faith, 
deepening a life of prayer, reading the Bible with more understanding, broadening 
theological understanding and reflecting on their calling and mission. It is most 
suitable for those who have a grounding in faith that they want to enrich and 
actively pursue.  Individuals involved in leadership roles within church and parish 
life will also greatly benefit from the theological learning and development of 
skills that Growing in Faith and Life. Provides. 

To apply complete the application form at http://www.southwark.anglican.org/
ministry/Growing-in-life-and-faith and return to Caroline Wakelam-Jones by post 
at Trinity House, 4 Chapel Court, Borough High Street, London SE1 1HW or by 
email to ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org    
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For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC –  COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL 
 

 

 

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating 
 

Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting 
 

Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work 
 

 

 

For Free Advice and Estimates call: 
 

01737 843844  or  07850 563091 

 

Get your ironing straight 
 

One offs or 
regular collection 
 

Call Mandy on 
(01737) 842988 

 ESTABLISHED 1865– OUR 150th YEAR! 

http://anglican.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=93d78026f4ce1cbc8277537f4&id=6c93d76ba6&e=1ff575e0a6
http://anglican.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=93d78026f4ce1cbc8277537f4&id=6c93d76ba6&e=1ff575e0a6
mailto:ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org
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DIARY OF AN ORDINAND 

It is hard to believe that as you read this I will be completing the final essay of my 

3 year course and that by the time the next magazine is published I shall be two 

weeks into my curacy! 

The last two terms have seen us focusing on Ethics, New Testament and 

Sacramental Theology but it hasn’t been all work and no play…Each spring the 

final year’s students are invited to visit the Roman Catholic Seminary in 

Bovendonk in the Netherlands, which is how I found myself getting out of bed at 

3.30 am to walk 6 miles to see the Blessed Virgin Mary in Zegge! My training has 

found me up at 3.30 am in the past, burning the midnight oil, but never before for 

a walk in the dark with 25 strange men!  

The link between the two institutions is based upon a shared model of worker 

ministry in which students complete their studies alongside their normal working 

lives. To share in the life of the seminarians over one of their weekends and to 

experience first-hand the pain of not being able to break bread together at 

Eucharist was a real privilege. The trip also exposed us to the rich artistic heritage 

of the Netherlands with a lecture on the use of devotional folk art and a visit to 

see the Van Eyck altarpiece in Ghent Cathedral. 

I have made some wonderful friends over my 3 years at the South East Institute 

for Theological Education and I shall miss the camaraderie and support of the 

college – albeit a very middle aged version of student life! Luckily a small group 

of us have arranged to continue to meet twice a year to provide mutual support 

and share the inevitable pitfalls of our first year of ministry. 

Our final study weekend includes an evening of sketches full of ‘in jokes’ and a 

lot of silliness and then we return to our 4 dioceses for our pre ordination retreats 

and the serious business of serving the church as deacons in our title posts across 

the South East. 

Training for ordained ministry is supposed to challenge and stretch us all, it has 

certainly done that! Watching the transformation in others, I realise that the 

process works at many levels, but what is special about the changes wrought, is 

that, that which is distinctive about each of us remains. So we approach 

ordination, hopefully better informed and firmer in our relationship with God but 

with our own particular and sometimes peculiar gifts to offer. For me that is what 

makes the body of Christ on earth, embodied in each of us whether lay or 

ordained, such a rich resource. 

Helen Burnett 
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THE NEW GLASS SCREEN IN ST MICHAEL’S – THE ARTIST’S 
VISION 

Now the new glass screen is in place, I asked glass artist Mel Howse to tell us 
about her artistic inspiration for its design, and her experience of working on 
the project with us. This is her reply. 

Hilary Ely 

“From the beginning of this project at St Michael’s we aimed to create 
meaningful and spiritual architectural art that is interactive with the fabric of the 
ancient building that is its custodian. This is a semi abstract work whose theme 
is symbolic of St Michael the Archangel. The wings of St Michael are ‘revealed’ 
as one approaches the screen. 

The design is formed from low relief and in levels of opacity in glass. This 
allows for the art to feel visually suspended in the generous space between the 
bespoke oak doors, and the graceful beamed roof where the glass visually 
disappears. 

The only visually static point of the design is St Michael’s sword of justice, with 
a hilt that is not so far from being the Cross. Descending and ascending around 
the sword are beating wings whose carved feathered forms span out - becoming 
transformed into a reverberating choir of trumpets. This repetitive musical field 
is descriptive of the echoing sound of St Michael’s last trumpet. The last trumpet 
stands tall and proud to the right of the sword. 

The rhythmic flow of the etched design chimes with the location of the new 
choir vestry created by the screen - responding to this area of the church as a 
musical hub, with the contemporary organ case being another artful installation. 

The commission took place over a period of 
two years, and encompassed an extensive 
period of design development and sample 
making. I got to know the project well, and 
felt engaged with the architecture and 
atmosphere of St Michael’s. I worked closely 
with the church family at St Michael's and we 
shared views with each other and the wider 
church community about the way the final 
work would look and feel. 

The installed art of the Betchworth Screen is 
now ever present. It is a contemporary feature 
with the sensitivity not to overpower the 
building fabric or the spiritual atmosphere of 
the Church.” 

Mel Howse 
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We offer an efficient personal service to 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners: 

* Routine Servicing * Overhauls * Restoration *  
* Full Coachwork Facilities * Storage * 

Carried out to the highest standard by our fully 
trained technicians 

 

Always a fine selection of  Chosen Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars for sale 

 

ADVICE IS FREE ~ JUST CALL 
Tel: 01737 844999 

Station Road, Betchworth, 
Surrey, RH3 7BZ 

www.royceservice.co.uk 
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PLAY THE ORGAN WORKSHOPS AT BETCHWORTH CHURCH  

On Thursday 28 April ‘Play the Organ!’ Workshops’ were held in Betchworth 
Church giving pupils from local schools an opportunity to play our new pipe 
organ. Five schools accepted the invitation, which we sent to 25 local schools, 
and about 60 pupils attended the three hour long workshops held during the day. 
The workshops were promoted and financed by the Church and the East Surrey 
Organists’ Association and led by Simon Williams, Director of the RCO 
Academy at the Royal College of Organists. 

The Workshop took the form of a lively talk about the history, workings and 
music of the pipe organ. All children, whether or not they already played an 
instrument, were encouraged to ‘have a go’ and discover for themselves just why 
Mozart nicknamed the organ 'The King of Instruments'. Their proficiencies varied 
from Grade 6 pianists to total beginners. They also learnt about the science of 
sound, the materials used in making pipes and the use of wind under pressure.   

 We very much hope to repeat this very successful event next year in the hope 
that it would be convenient then for some of the other local schools to attend and 
for further pupils from the schools that did attend. Inevitably there are costs 
attached both for the church (in securing capable persons to lead these events) and 
the schools (e.g. the cost of transport). If anyone has any ideas of sources for 
funding, please tell me. 

Melvyn Hughes 

AUTUMN ORGAN RECITAL IN ST MICHAEL'S 

On Saturday 1 October at 4.00 pm, Andrew Cantrill, will give the next Organ 
Recital on our Kenneth Tickell organ.  Andrew has held cathedral positions in 
New Zealand at Wellington and the United States at Buffalo, and  is now 
Organist of The Royal Hospital School, Holbrook, Suffolk.  He played the old 
Betchworth organ as a teenager when he was still a pupil at Reigate Grammar 
School.  Admission: £12 (Under 14s: £8) (includes glass of wine/soft drink) 

 Contact Details: 01737 843498 or betchworthchurchmusic@hotmail.co.uk 

SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN GOLF 
Once again Bishop Christopher will present the prizes at the annual Diocesan 
Golf.Day. All golfers welcome on Tuesday 27 September at Bletchingley Golf 
Club DayPlay will begin around noon. Further information and entry forms 
from David Weightman. E-mail:   davidcweightman@gmail.com 

mailto:davidcweightman@gmail.com
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PEBBLECOMBE WI 

Legal matters, both whimsical and serious, dominated our April and May 
meetings. An insight into proceedings at court was given by Peter Thompson who 
spent twenty seven years as a barrister at the Old Bailey Central Criminal Court. 
We learned how a jury is chosen and theoretical cases were put as a challenge to 
our reaction. Humorous and historical anecdotes, including the fact that barristers 
have worn black since the death of Charles II rounded off a very interesting talk. 

May elections mean that our usual Betchworth venue is taken over, so we 
decamped to St. Michael's Church where a local solicitor braved the chilly 
conditions to talk on the advisability of making wills, setting up powers of 
attorney, and all related matters. This was a most informative and helpful talk with 
many queries answered. May means discussion of the annual NFWI resolutions 
which this year cover appropriate care in hospitals for people with dementia, 
enabling carers to stay with patients. Secondly the avoidance of food waste, 
calling on supermarkets to sign up to a voluntary agreement to avoid food waste, 
thereby passing surplus food to charities thus helping to address the issue of 
increasing food poverty in the U.K.  Both resolutions were clearly explained and 
after discussion were independently voted and agreed for onward transmission to 
the NFWI AGM in June. 

Pets as Therapy will be the subject of a talk by Maggie Stoker at our next meeting, 
June 2nd,7.45 pm at the Hamilton Room Betchworth.   Visitors are always 
welcome.   
 Pam Patch.   
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FED UP WITH STORAGE PROBLEMS? 

Then fear not I'm here to take care of all your carpentry and joinery woes 

I'm Dean, a professional carpenter and joiner with over 30 years of experience, 
excellent quality and friendly helpful advice, (m) 07971 265 635 (email) 
dean.terry@live.co.uk  

Small Ads 

There are two recitals at Leith Hill Place, the home of Ralph Vaughan Williams, 
arranged in association with the Royal College of Music.  Details of performers 
and programmes are on the website.  There will be further recitals in July and a 
special Vaughan Williams birthday concert in October. 

The band of the Royal Marines will be playing at Dorking Halls, joined by two 
local school choirs and a violinist.  Their programme of music should appeal to all 
tastes and is given in aid of the charity Seafarers UK.  The Applause Youth 
Theatre Company performs Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat by 
Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber.  As well as the two evening performances, 
there is also a matinee on 25th at 2.30. 

This month’s lunchtime concert at St Martin’s will be given by guitarist David 
Massey.  Watermill Jazz meets every Tuesday evening at Betchworth Park golf 
club.  The programme for June is: Kate Williams Four Plus Three (7th), Café 
Society Swing (14th), Arun Ghosh Quintet (21st), and Beats & Pieces Big Band 
(28th).  Lots of music for everyone, I think! 

JOKE FOR JUNE 

A lorry loaded with glassware, was endeavouring to manoeuvre into a small 
works’ gateway. 

The driver’s skill was unequal to the task, however, and he managed to crash his 
lorry into one of the gateposts, causing much of his load to smash to smithereens.  

The driver jumped out, a picture of dismay, to examine the damage and, as a 
crowd gathered round, he was almost in tears. 

An elderly, kindly old gentleman said to him: ‘Will you have to make good the 
damage out of your own pocket?’ 

‘I’m afraid so’, said the forlorn driver. 
‘Dear me, dear me’ said the old chap, taking off his hat and putting a ten pound 
note into it. ‘I’ll take up a collection – I’m sure some of these good people will 
help you out too’. 

And indeed, the old chap managed to collect quite a respectable amount from the 
crowd, which had grown by this time to sizeable proportions. 

The cash was handed over and the old chap departed. 

‘That’s what I call a really sharp operator’ said the driver. 

‘Why do you say that?’ said one of the donors. 

He’s my boss’. 
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PARISH COUNCIL 

The first piece of news from the parish council is that the play equipment on 
Goulburn Green is due to be installed during the first week of June.  It has been a 
long process to reach this stage, and we are very excited to see the final result. 

It will be just in time for the Crazy Crown Tea Party on the 12th June to celebrate 
the Queen’s 90th Birthday, which promises to be a great village event with lots to 
do for children and adults alike.  There will also be a special church service that 
morning at 11am. 

My first Betchworth Annual Parish Meeting took place on 18th April, and may I 
just say how impressed I was at the range of activities that goes on in Betchworth, 
not to mention the enthusiasm of the organisers. We heard reports from 22 
different groups, from Archives to WI, with everything from Fine Arts to 
Operatics in between. No matter what your interest, there will be something there 
for you. Copies of all these reports can be viewed on the village website in the 
minutes of the APM.  

After the BERT (Brockham Emergency Response Team) came to our aid and 
removed two fallen trees on Easter Monday in Wonham and Wellhouse Lanes, the 
council has been in talks with BERT about what we could do to create the same 
kind of infrastructure in Betchworth. This is at a very early stage as yet but if you 
are interested in being part of the team please let us know via the clerk’s email 
below. As well as offering practical physical help this can also be in a co-
ordinating or supporting role. This includes young people as well as adults – 
‘Young BERT’ has also been a great success, giving teenagers in Brockham the 
opportunity to participate too and learn useful practical skills, getting very muddy 
in the process. Watch this space! 

Work will also be starting soon on a new village and parish council website, with 
greater focus on village news and events. Those of you involved in village 
organisations, expect to hear from me soon to update information and contact 
details, and to provide some newer pictures of recent happenings. 

And last but by no means least, please welcome 
our new parish councillor, Colin Rogers, who was 
co-opted at the May parish council meeting, and 
who lives off Station Road, in what I understand is 
called ‘Upper Betchworth’. Also at the May 
meeting, Julie Hardy was reappointed as Chairman 
for a third year, and Ian Wilson took on the role of 
Vice Chairman.   

Adria Kinloch 

clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk 

 

mailto:dean.terry@live.co.uk
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MUSIC IN DORKING - JUNE 2016 

4th at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free, 01306 884229 

4th at 7.30, Brockham choral society at St Martin’s, £12/15, 01306 882728 

4th at 7.30, La Scala opera house at Dorking Halls, £15.50, 01306 881717 

7th 14th 21st 28th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £19-21, 
07415 815784 

10th 11th at 7.30, Surrey Opera at Dorking Halls, £18-20, 01306 881717 

11th at 6.30, concert at Leith Hill Place, £18, 0844 249 1895 

11th at 7.30, Dorking Philharmonia at St Martin’s, £12, 01306 730640 

16th at 7.30, Royal Marines Band at Dorking Halls, £16.50-18.50, 01306 881717 

18th at 3.00, Ladybirds choir at United Reformed Church hall, £7.50, 01737 
843662 

21st at 6.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

22nd at 2.30, concert at Leith Hill Place, £18, 0844 249 1895 

24th 25th at 7.30, Applause Youth Theatre at Dorking Halls, £12.50, 01306 
881717 

25th at 7.30, Dorking Choral Society at St Mary’s, South Holmwood, £12 

27th at 7.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717 

Brockham choral society holds its summer concert this month.  Conducted by 
Joanna Tomlinson and with mezzo-soprano Janet Shell, they will sing John 
Rutter’s Feel the Spirit - a wonderful arrangement of some traditional spirituals - 
and also his The Sprig of Thyme.  Dorking choral society’s concert, entitled 
‘Fascinating Rhythm’ will feature music from Porgy and Bess, songs by Jerome 
Kern and Duke Ellington, and Aaron Copland’s Old American Songs. 

The Ladybirds choir, directed by Helena Twentyman, will perform A Royal 
Summer Celebration in honour of the Queen’s 90th birthday.  The programme 
will include various items relating to kings and queens, and will also celebrate the 
400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death and the summer Olympics in Rio.  The 
concert is supporting PSDS, a charity for Down’s syndrome.  Tea and cake wThe 
Dorking Philharmonia has a programme of music from the classical period.  They 
will be playing Mozart’s overture to his opera Cosi fan tutte, an early Haydn 
symphony plus his trumpet concerto with soloist Richard Knights, and 
Beethoven’s eighth symphony - a work which the composer referred to as his 
‘little symphony’ although in fact it is full of energy. 

Opera lovers can see Britten’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream performed by 
Surrey Opera at the Dorking Halls.  Also at the Halls are two opera screenings: 
Rossini’s The Barber of Seville live from Glyndebourne, and Massenet’s Werther 
live from the Royal Opera.  There is also a film relating the story of La Scala, the 
world-famous opera house in Milan. 

! 
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 LEITH HILL PLACE 

Our season of music started with a wonderful, sell-out 

performance by Trio Martinů, from Prague, and continues 

with three more concerts in June. 

On Saturday 4 June from 5.30 to 6.45 Chamberhouse Wind 

Quintet will give us a family friendly performance of Roald 

Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes. With the addition of a pianist and 

narrator they bring Dahl’s verse to life with their imaginative 

musical arrangement. The performance takes place around the terrace outside, so 

bring a rug and a picnic and enjoy the view as you listen. Booking essential. 

Adults £10, Child £8, Family (2A2C/1A3C) £32 

On Saturday 11th June from 6.30 to 8.00 we welcome the first in our 2016 series 

of recitals in association with the Royal College of Music: the Alke Quartet with 

Professor Colin Lawson, the RCM director, who will give an introduction to the 

concert and the series, while also playing the clarinet for Coleridge-Taylor’s 

‘Clarinet Quintet in F-Sharp minor op 10’, Howell’s ‘Rhapsodic Quintet op 31’ 

and Stanford’s ‘Fantasy no 2 in F major’. Booking essential. Tickets £18, an 

interval drink is included. 

On Wednesday 22nd June from 2.30 to 4.00 we present an afternoon tea concert 

with the Elysian Piano Trio, all alumni of the RCM. They will perform 

Beethoven’s ‘Piano Trio no 3 in C minor op 1 no 3’, Ravel’s ‘Piano Trio in A 

minor’, a selection of ‘Miniatures for Piano Trio’ by Bridge and ‘Keyboard Trio 

no 25 in G major Hob. XV:25 “Gipsy Trio”’ by Haydn. Booking essential. 

Tickets £18, interval refreshments included. 

All three concerts can be booked by calling 0844 2491895 or by choosing the 

online booking service at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/leith-hill-place/whats-on 

Pat Newberry gives another of his engaging historical talks about Leith Hill Place 

and the Tower on 18th June from 1.45 to 2.45 and 3.15 to 4.15. Admission free, 

though a £2 donation would be welcome. Booking is advised. Normal admission 

charges for non-members apply. 

On Fathers’ Day on 19th June from 11 to 5 LHP is offering a fun family day out 

with ‘Garden Games with Jaques’, playing a variety of games such as Croquet, 

Boules, Jenga and Connect 4. Dads and granddads go free if accompanied by their 

children. (Up to 2 free entries per family group. Normal admission charges for 

other non-members apply.) 
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We are now well under way with our busiest 
term of the year. Year 6 SATs tests are over and 
our year 6 are getting ready to transfer to their 
secondary schools and we are looking forward to 
welcoming 60 new reception pupils at our 
Betchworth and Brockham sites. 

Year 6 have also been on their residential trip, 
spending five adventure filled days at a PGL 
centre at Windmill Hill, near Hailsham in 
Sussex. On their way they visited Battle Abbey. 
Once at Windmill Hill they took part in a host of 

different activities, including abseiling, climbing, zip-wire, trapeze and archery. 
The evenings were filled with quizzes, discos and sporting challenges - not a 
moment to spare and a fitting end to their time at primary school. 

We finish this month with our two Sports Days one for the Infant children and one 
for the Juniors. We try to have a mixture of sporting activities that appeal to all 
children whether they are sporty or not. There are a variety of fun races and 
traditional races as well as team activities. This way we hope to instil in children a 
love of taking part as well as teaching them how to win and lose with good grace. 
We believe these are all important lessons in life.  

This is also a busy time for our hardworking team of parent volunteers who 
belong to FONDS (Friends of North Downs). They work tirelessly throughout the 
year to raise funds to provide the children with those special ‘extras’ that can’t be 
funded from our delegated budget.  

Please don’t forget that our heated and covered school pool is available for hire 
every morning, after school, at the weekends and during the school holiday. 
Simply contact the school office at Brockham for further details. 

Jane Douglass,  Headteacher  

North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh 
Village 

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 
Two book recommendations you may enjoy for those of you 

who devour Martin’s Farm Diary (and who doesn’t!). The 
Shepherd’s Life – a tale of the Lake District by James 
Rebanks. A wonderful book, part diary, part musings. Also 
available on Kindle. Secondly, Crow Country by Mark 

Crocker – Ed. 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/leith-hill-place/whats-on
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FARM DIARY  

How things change in a month. The sun comes out and the world goes nuts. It used 
to be a full moon when people went mad but now the nutters come out during the 
day with all their madness on display. Angry cyclists, speeding drivers, walkers 
with upside down maps, out of control dogs. Don't even get me started on the 
council (they were cutting road verges with no growth) then there is 'in or out- 
even America thinks Donald Trump should be put forward to run their country! Or 
am I the mad one? 

It must be a similar experience having your world turned upside down as a small 
calf, dealing with new faces, different problems. All you know of the world is that 
building you were born in, those four walls,familiar faces, the politics of the elders 
has long been sorted out, there is the odd grumpy old cow to avoid, but generally 
life is good. 

Then you get kicked outside, the field is massive the world has changed, there are 
cows and calves from other yards, ready to put you in your place. They've gone 
mad, running around, the pecking order is up in the air, everyone wants a fight, 
then in comes the bull, all snorting and puffing, showing his best side, thinks he 
knows best and worst of all he won't leave your mum alone. 

Soon the world settles, everyone has found their place, the bull has moved on (he's 
not in charge but thinks he is) life is once again good. 

We have three herds out with breeding bulls in tow, 'Cassius' is at Church farm 
with cows that have heifer calves, 'Major' is at Strood Green with the first timers 
and a few mums with Bull calves, 'Ceaser' will be on the chimney pots with cows 
that have bull calves and 'Hector' will be at Snowerhill with a mixed herd of male 
and female calves which will be split later. Turn out is time consuming and quite 
tiring, as we have to make sure the cow going out has its calf and vice versa. They 
all get some fly repellent and the cows get a mineral pill down the throat, ear tags 
are checked and numbers taken, then out they go, fingers crossed they come back! 

Mucking out the cattle yards is best done now, the muck is stored in the field and 
spread by a contractor in the autumn. 

The Spring beans went in on 22nd April, quite late really but we had the seed and 
the opportunity. The ground dried out just enough to travel. Arable farming this 
year is going to have low return so inputs have to be to be scrutinised, cultivating 
and sowing the beans would mean two passes over the ground at a cost of around 
£50 per acre. We cut this in half by having a local farmer/contractor sow them 
straight into the ground in one pass, a risky move, yes but farming is a gamble The 
top of the soil was dry and 2 or 3 inches down it was still quite wet, it had to work, 
and after ten days they were up, and the rooks moved in, so bangers have been 
deployed. 

 

 

 

Parish Magazine                         21 Betchworth - June 2016 

 
Local Reports and Notices 

BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB -  MEETING ON 16 JUNE 2016 

We shall be having a Demonstration by Alison Gallant entitled “Summer 
Sensations”.  Alison lives in Purley, Surrey and is a fully 
qualified Florist and a trainee Surrey demonstrator. The 
evening will be one to sit and enjoy – all flower 
arrangements to be raffled. 

A welcome awaits so do come and join us at 7.15 pm in 
Brockham Recreation Ground Pavilion. Visitors £4. 

Contact: Ann Meadows on 01737 842934 

MOLE VALLEY VOLUNTEER CENTRE 
Do something worthwhile - and enjoy the fresh air! 
Would you like to meet new people and take part in new activities while being 
out and about over the summer months? 
We can link you up with many volunteering opportunities involving outdoor 
pursuits such as gardening and conservation projects, leading walking groups, 
helping disabled children and adults ride adapted bikes or becoming a sports 
buddy.  
If you have a few hours a week or month to spare we can help you find a 
volunteering role that suits you. Contact us o  01306 640369 or email 
vcmolevalley@vamidsurrey.org 

 

URGENT APPEAL FOR HOMES 
We are an animal charity seeking homes for the many unwanted cats, kittens and 
dogs that come into our care.  
 Yorkshire terriers Holly and Ivy are fifteen month old sisters and are still looking 
for a home. They were living in deplorable conditions but 
are now ready for a special home. They are friendly and 
happy and love everyone! They get on well with other 
dogs, both on walks and at home. They love to play, 
cuddle and bounce around. As they are inseparable, we are 
looking to home them together 
If you can offer a loving home please call 01737 843166 
(Evenings after 7pm) or anytime on 07918 056196) 

BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS 
Do something amazing! Save a life this month! Blood donations can be given in 
the area as follows:- 
Thursday, 30th June, 2016, 1400-16.30 and 17.30-20.00 at the Mobile unit, 
Dorking halls. 
For further details ring 08457 711711 or visit www.blood.co.uk 

mailto:vcmolevalley@vamidsurrey.org
javascript: void(0)
http://www.blood.co.uk
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SILAS MARNER   THE MUSICAL 

How often does a village society get the opportunity to perform the British 
premier of a musical? 

Well BODS is about to do just that when it 
stages “SILAS MARNER”, a musical 
adaptation of George Eliot’s famous novel! 

The writers are even planning to film a 
performance! 

The story tells of a 19th century weaver who is 
falsely accused of theft, betrayed by his best 
friend, spurned by his fiancée and reduced to a 
life of solitude and loneliness before earning the 
friendship and respect of his fellow men 
through his loving devotion to an abandoned child. 

It is a heart-warming tale with music that has echoes of “Les Mis”. 

There are lots of parts, both large and small and plenty of scope for the chorus. 

BODS is always happy to welcome new members so please come along to an 
introductory evening on June 7th at  7.45 pm at Betchworth Memorial Hall and 
hear all about the show from Director, Alison Cooper and Musical Director, Ian 
Stone.  

This is such an exciting project so come and be a part of it! 

The crop sprayer passed its annual MOT and is now licenced for a year. These 

things ten years ago were not done, but now they are a legal requirement and to 

be honest, brilliant. You have an independent inspector visit the farm to spend 

half a day testing the sprayer, he fixes any problems on the spot, peace of mind 

rules! 

The arable cropping looks good we have only sown Spring beans this year, and 

no other Spring crops. The yield would not be high and the sale price is low, all 

in all they look good. They have had the last dose of fertiliser and all that is left 

now is two runs through with a fungicide, one on the flag leaf and one on the ear, 

then out rolls the combine late July, Meanwhile fencing, cattle, time off and 

getting ready for the grass harvest is on our mind. 

Martin 
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BROCKWOOD PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 

Unfortunately there is no funding to be able to print hard copies of this valuable 
resource to the Brockwood Practice and we don’t have the space to print this 
email newsletter in full. Full details however can be found on http://
www.brockwoodmedicalpractice.nhs.uk/ 

Part time Receptionists 

We are looking for part-time receptionists, various shifts available; £8 per hour - 
full training provided. Full details can be found on the Brockwood website 

Named accountable GP for all patients 

The Practice is required by the Government under the terms of the latest GP 
contract to allocate all patients a named  
accountable GP. 

If you wish to know who your named GP is please contact Reception and they 
will be able to assist you. 

 

NHS health checks 

Don't miss out on your health MOT 

If you are aged 40-74, and have not been diagnosed with heart disease, kidney 
disease, type 2 diabetes, or had a stroke you are eligible for  a free health 
check at the surgery. Think of it as a midlife MOT to check your risk of 
becoming unwell. 

Even if you feel well at the moment it is still important to have a check. As you 
get older, your risk of developing these problems increases, but an NHS Health 
Check will spot early signs. This means you can take action to prevent them 
happening to you, so you can carry on enjoying your life for longer. 

The check will only take 20-30 minutes and you will be asked a few questions 
about your family history and lifestyle choices, which may put your health at 
risk. Your health professional will make a note of your weight, age, sex and 
ethnicity before taking your blood pressure. You will also 
have a simple blood test to check your cholesterol level. 

After that, you will discuss your results and be given advice 
and support to help you reduce your risk of developing any 
illnesses and improve your health. 

Please contact the surgery to make an appointment. 
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BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

After a cold and wet Spring our gardens are now producing the growth and colour 
we had all hoped for. 

The weather improves in June so there is lots to keep on top of. Plants start to 
flourish and so do the weeds. Lawns won’t be growing so fast now as the weather 
starts to get warmer and drier. This is the time to plant your patio containers with 
half hardy annuals and tender perennials. Plant them now as the danger of frost 
has passed. Regular watering and feeding will give you a wonderful display 
throughout the summer. 

DORKING MUSEUM IN JUNE 

The War Memorials Project 

Since the centenary of its outbreak, Dorking Museum’s War Memorials Project 
has been building a record of and memorial to local men who fell in the Great 
War. Volunteers have been identifying and researching the lives of those named 
on local memorials. As well as contact with some of the families, we are also 
pleased to have the support of local groups and researchers who have given 
access to their research. 

The research on 1916 casualties is progressing well – a major undertaking, with 
the centenaries of the major naval Battle of Jutland and the disastrous Battle of 
the Somme. So many local stories and so many young lives.  Captain Hugh 
Fenwick Mott MC, 22, was among those who fell on the first day of the Somme 
– a memorial plaque is on the wall inside St Michael’s Church. Another 
Betchworth casualty on that day was 2nd Lieutenant Edward Bovill, 29 – his 
brother, 2nd Lieutenant Eric Bovill, 21, was killed in action six months earlier 
and his cousin, Captain Olaf Cuthbert, 25, on the same day.  

There is still work to complete research on 1916 casualties and we would 
welcome more help going on to 1917 and 1918. Previous experience of 
genealogy research would be welcome but training can be provided. Work can be 
done from home – indeed, our farthest distant volunteer is in the Czech Republic. 
If you are interested, please contact admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk. 

Our current exhibition is “Dorking High Street: Chaos and Commerce”, open 
Thursday to Saturday, 10am-4pm, at The Museum, 62 West Street.  See 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk, Facebook and Twitter.   

Family Activity, Saturday June 18th: ‘Take Part Art’ – help create a unique 
artwork of embossed metal foil tiles based on patterns found in the Museum or 
around Dorking, which will be displayed in the Museum during August and 
September. Drop in any time between 2pm and 3.30pm.   

The Museum is taking group bookings for the South Street Caves tours and 
Guided Walks of Dorking and individual bookings for  the Caves Open Day 
on 25th June. For  details, visit our  website or  e-mail 
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  

 

http://www.brockwoodmedicalpractice.nhs.uk/
http://www.brockwoodmedicalpractice.nhs.uk/

