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Parish Letter—June 2017 

Dear Everyone, 

Election Fever! Cast your Vote!  

The month of June starts this year with a celebration at 

Pentecost/ Whitsunday - the coming of the Holy  Spirit 

in “ Tongues of Fire and Rushing winds”  It is also a 

reminder of the very global nature of the Christian 

gospel message. The disciples were reported to be able 

to speak in different languages and everyone heard 

their message in their own tongue. The Love of God is 

for everyone regardless of race, culture, or 

background.  At Easter we are invited to renew our 

Love of God and of our neighbour, our trust and hope 

in God   and each other.  This challenges us when we think of our world, and 

those in greatest need.   We do what we can from supporting Christian Aid week, 

to volunteering at Drop in Centres or supporting refugees, for caring for our 

elderly in the community, and all these are commendable. But what makes the real 

difference in any society is being able to influence the making of long term 

strategy that can make the world a fairer and just place.  

 We have a chance on 8th June to cast a vote that will affect the governance of this 

country and impact on people’s lives all around the country.  

Lambeth Palace has released a pastoral message reminding us all to carefully 

consider our responsibilities at this election time and to encourage others to 

engage in the process. The Archbishops emphasise that for our society to maintain 

shared values we must have at the core cohesion, courage and stability. An extract 

of the detail of the letter is printed later in the magazine.   

We all have our part to play in society and the communities in which we live. As 

Christians and citizens of the United Kingdom we should not be afraid of 

speaking out, voicing our concerns. Telling the Christian story, sharing the gospel 

message of Hope and Love can change lives. Filled by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 

we can feel confident we will have courage and strength to make a difference to 

our world.  We pray for all those standing for election, and by holding fast to the 

vision of abundant life for all we encourage others to participate together fully in 

the life of our communities.  
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I offer to you this prayer for Parliament and the Election which came to me from 
a member of the Mothers Union.  

 

God of every time and season,   

Whose reign and rule extends beyond any earthly realm;   

In the midst of the uncertainty,  

The debate and expectancy of a forthcoming General Election,  

  

Help us to centre ourselves afresh on you;   

Not to escape the issues and argument,   

But that we might be engaged   

With wisdom and faithfulness   

That reflects our identity as your people.   

  

Protect us from indifference, that we might promote attitudes of grace   

And seek to uphold the narratives of truth and goodness.  

And may we not become so consumed   

With the agendas of our own concern   

That we forget the lives and needs   

Of a world that extends beyond our immediate horizons.   

  

We pray for those who seek office   

And those to whom this responsibility will be given   

May we never take for granted   

The service that they offer   

Or the freedom we have   

To determine those who govern us.   

  

Help us to act wisely;   

To listen prayerfully;   

To debate honestly;   

To disagree graciously;   

And to seek the ways of your Kingdom In the decisions we make together.   

Through Christ our Lord and King AMEN   

Carol  
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 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

DOWNSVALE Nursing Home 

Telephone: 01306 887652/883157 
Email:  wendy@monarchcareltd.com 
Website:  www.downsvale.co.uk 
Address:  6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1PT 

Specialised, Professional Care 
within a Homely Atmosphere 
Downsvale is a Nursing Home set 
in beautiful grounds with views to 
Boxhill.  The home offers those 
seeking residence a friendly and 
comfortable environment with 24 
hour qualified nursing care.  
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb 

Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 
and Arboriculturist                       

Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 
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Date St. Michael’s Betchworth St. Mary’s Buckland 

4th June 
Pentecost 

 
 
10:45am Sunday Club*  
 
11am Parish Communion**  

9:30am Parish Communion 

11th June 
Trinity Sunday 

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
11am Matins** 

 
9:30am Iona Parish  
Communion 
 

18th June 
1st Sunday  
after Trinity  

 
 
 

8am Holy Communion 

10:30am Joint Family Golfers 
Service at St Mary’s, Buckland 

5pm Choral Evensong  

25th June 
2nd Sunday  
after Trinity 

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
 
11am Parish Communion** 

 
 
9:30am Parish Communion 

2nd July 
3rd Sunday  
after Trinity 

 
 
11am Parish Communion** 

9:30 Parish Communion 

JUNE SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S 

 

*     In the Hamilton Room 
**   Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are 

just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together 
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EXTRACT OF ARCHBISHOP’S PASTORAL LETTER TO PARISHES, 
CHAPLAINCIES IN THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND FOR THE GENERAL 
ELECTION. 

“Our Christian heritage, our current choices and our obligations to future 
generations and to God’s world will all play a shaping role. If our shared British 
values are to carry the weight of where we now stand and the challenges ahead of 
us, they must have at their core cohesion, courage and stability.  

Cohesion is what holds us together . The United Kingdom, when at its best, 
has been represented by a sense not only of living for ourselves, but by a deeper 
concern for the weak, poor and marginalised, and for the common good. At home 
that includes education for all, the need for urgent and serious solutions to our 
housing challenges, the importance of creating communities as well as buildings, 
and a confident and flourishing health service that gives support to all - especially 
thevulnerable - not least at the beginning and end of life. Abroad it is seen in 
many ways, including the 0.7% Aid commitment, properly applied in imaginative 
ways, standing up for those suffering persecution on grounds of faith, and our 
current leading on campaigns against slavery, trafficking, and sexual violence in 
conflicts.  

Courage, which includes aspiration, competition and ambition, should guide 
us into trading agreements that, if they are effective and just, will also reduce the 
drivers for mass movements of peoples. We must affirm our capacity to be an 
outward looking and generous country, with distinctive contributions to 
peacebuilding, development, the environment and welcoming the stranger in 
need. Our economic and financial systems at home and abroad should aim to be 
engines of innovation, not simply traders for their own account. The need for a 
just economy is clear, but there is also the relatively new and influential area of 
‘just finance’, and there are dangers of an economy over-reliant on debt, which 
risks crushing those who take on too much. Courage also demands a radical 
approach to education, so that the historic failures of technical training and the 
over-emphasis on purely academic subjects are rebalanced, growing productivity 
and tackling with vigour the exclusion of the poorest groups from future 
economic life.  

Stability, an ancient and Benedictine vir tue, is about living well with change. 
Stable communities will be skilled in reconciliation, resilient in setbacks and 
diligent in sustainability, particularly in relation to the environment. They will be 
ones in which we can be collectively a nation of ‘glad and generous hearts’. To 
our concern for housing, health and education as foundations for a good society, 
we add marriage, the family and the household as foundational communities, 
which should be nurtured and supported as such, not just for the benefit of their 
members, but as a blessing for the whole of society”. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS:  JUNE 2017 
 
Baptisms 
We welcome into the Church 
14th May Amber Grace Watkins, St Michael’s 

 

Funerals and Burials 
We send our condolences to the family and 
friends of those who have died 
 
27th April  Norman Douglas Fries formerly of Newdigate who died on 

8th March aged 76.  Service in St Michael’s followed by 
Burial in the Burial Ground. 

Burial of Ashes  

20th May Ethel Maude (Gill) Long who died on 13th October 2016 aged 
97, formerly of Ridge Close, Betchworth  

 

DATE CHANCEL NAVE AISLES 

02-Jun Mrs Scotcher 
Mrs Wickens  Mrs Allsop 

Mrs Slot  Mrs Sykes 

09-Jun Mrs North 
Mrs Hutton 

 
  

Mrs Stow   

16-Jun Mrs Armitage 
Mrs Hardy Mrs Ridley 

Mrs Pruszynska   Mrs Power 

23-Jun Mrs Hollingworth 
Mrs Ferrett   

Mrs Forrest 
  

  

30-Jun Mrs Hardy 
Mrs Wickens  Mrs Chalker 

Mrs Slot  Mrs North 

07-Jul Mrs Ferrett 
Mrs Scotcher   

Mrs Power   

CLEANING ROTA JUNE 2017 
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UPPER MOLE GROUP SERVICE APRIL 30TH CHRIST CHURCH 
BROCKHAM 

The new Archdeacon of Reigate, 
the Venerable Moira Astin, 
celebrated the inclusion of 
Brockham and Leigh to the 
ministry of the Upper Mole Group 
(UMG) at this joyful service 
which began with the members of 
the joint choirs leading a 
procession of all the clergy from 
the six benefices to their seats. 
Jonathan Willans then greeted and 
welcomed the congregation of 
around 120 from the six churches. 
All the clergy from each parish 
played a part in this special Holy Communion service which included readers, a 
renewal of a covenant promise to enable all the churches and villages to work 
together more closely and to offer support to one another. The Archdeacon made 
the account of the Road to Emmaus come alive in her address reminding us that 
we are all on a journey of faith, and it is not always easy, but with God’s help we 

can continue and cross new horizons.  

Moria officiated at the altar with Jonathan administering the giving of 
Communion, whilst Canon Carol and Sue Weakley were celebrants at the west 
door. 

The musicality of the occasion was greatly appreciated, hymns sung lustily, the 
choir rendering C.V. Standford’s anthem “ O for a closer walk with God” 
conducted by Carol who also led  as cantor the congregation in the Peruvian 
Gloria. During the taking of communion a wind trio played and the choir sang 
the Agnus Dei.  

The Archdeacon thanked all the contributors and gave Melvin Hughes a special 
mention for playing the organ so skilfully. 

After the choir led the ministers in a recessional procession everyone was invited 
to the church hall to partake in the cutting of a special cake made by Jo Oliphant. 
The cake had the six churches on it with the river mole running through ending 
up at Gatwick!  The Archdeacon likes Cake!  

All in all it was a very happy occasion.  

Margaret Taylor 

 (Footnote… It has taken many years for Brockham and Leigh to decide to join, 

as it was discussed when I was a churchwarden in Stephen Bailey’s incumbency. 
over 20 years ago!)   
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PICTURE FRAMING 

 

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *  
* CANVAS PRINTING * 

  
* FREE COLLECTION * 

* AND DELIVERY SERVICE * 
 

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS 
CALL 01737 222424 

 

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE 
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk 

 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 
TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

THE HAIR S TUDIO 
ON BROCKHAM GREEN 

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm 

Unisex sa lon 

Carefree hair for  

your ind ividua l needs 

Tel 01737 843533 

 Grass Cutting  Weed Control  

 Hedge Cutting  Leaf Clearance 

 Tree Work  Garden Clearance 

Josh Flynn Tree & Gardening 
Services 

All aspects of Tree & Garden Maintenance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hardwood Logs for sale  

 

 

T: 01737 202179 
M: 07920 715779 

 joshflynn2012@hotmail.co.uk 

NEED A CARER? 
 Highly experienced and qualified 

 Hours to suit your needs 

 References available on request 

Contact Cheryl 
07810 881267 
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S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  

 

 Chris 
  Long 
                    

 

 

 

 GRASSCUTTING 

 HEDGE CUTTING 

 GARDEN CLEARANCE 

 SHED & GARAGE 
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS 

 

TEL:  01737 844039 
MOB: 07887 505811 

 

 

Barrie 07710 328848 
E: info@bc-carpentry.co.uk 

W: bc-carpentry.co.uk 
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ST MICHAEL, BETCHWORTH  Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

2nd April 2017 

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
took place in the Church after the Morning Service.  Present were the Revd Carol 
Coslett, Rector (Chair), Melvin Hughes (Hon PCC Secretary) and, 29 
Parishioners.  The Reports presented to the APCM can be viewed on the Church 
Website https://stmichaelsbetchworth.net/.  Alternatively a paper copy is 
displayed in the Porch. 

Annual Meeting of Parishioners - Hilary Ely and Linda Slater were elected as 
Churchwardens. 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting - It was repor ted that as at 17 March 
2017, there were 170 names on the Electoral Roll, 65.within the Parish and 107 
outside the Parish 

Hilary Ely noted that some key highlights from 2016.  These included the 
completion of the Organ, Vestry and WC project; the development of the 
Mission Action Plan (“MAP”); the Ordination as Deacon of Helen Burnett in 
Southwark Cathedral, and, the Institution of the Rector as an Honorary Canon of 
Southwark Cathedral; 

The need to make progress with the restoration of the valley gutter over the organ 
was noted. 

The Treasurer reported that at year end the General Fund stood at £28,289 
(£23,816 in 2015) and the Fabric Fund at £10,235 (£10,237 in 2015).  The 
Church was solvent but not sufficiently in funds to cover the costs of work 
identified in the Quinquennial Inspection.  The amount pledged by the Parish to 
the Diocese for 2016 (£30K) had been paid in full.  The pledge for 2017 had been 
increased by approximately 10% to £33K.     

The following were elected as lay members of Deanery Synod: Pam Armitage, 
Tom Briscombe, Margaret Miller and Linda Slater.  

The following were elected as representatives of the laity on the PCC:  Richard 
Grassly, Charles Hardy, Martin Higgins, Bernard Hawkins, Melvin Hughes, Amy 
Jago, Jo Oliphant, Bridget Ridley and David Rodin. [Note: Paul Tanner was 
subsequently also elected at the Service on 7 May 2017]. 

The following were approved to serve as Sidesmen:  Pam Armitage, Tom 
Briscombe, Ginny Eaton, Bob Ely, Bernard Hawkins, Christine Holt, June 
Letheren, John Mansbridge, Margaret Miller, Peter Pemberton, Richard and 
Susan Perkins, Bridget Ridley, David Rodin, Pat Sequeira, Graham Williams and 
John Wilkins.  

Melvyn Hughes 

https://stmichaelsbetchworth.net/
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Tickets £15 (under 14s £10)       (Includes glass of wine/soft drink) 
  
On sale from 1 May.  To pre-book contact 01737 843498 or  
betchworthchurchmusic@hotmail.co.uk 
Tickets also available on the door. 
  
St Michael’s Church, Church Street, Betchworth, Surrey. RH3 7DN        
In aid of Church funds 

Saturday 24 June 2017 at 

D’ARCY TRINKWON gives an 

ORGAN RECITAL 
to include works by Bach, Stanley & Mozart  

St Michael’s Church, Betchworth 

D’Arcy is one of the outstanding virtuoso organists of his generation.  Alongside 

his concert career he is Organist of Worth Abbey, the Benedictine monastery in 

Sussex featured in such television series as 'The Big Silence' and 'The Monastery'.  

He is also Organist to the University of Sussex.  

D’Arcy’s choice of programme for his concert at Betchworth is intended to 

provide a suitably bright and joyful summer afternoon selection, which he will 

introduce personally to the audience. The concert will be projected onto a video 

screen.  Included in the programme is the first UK performance of ‘Young Sprite’ 

by Mons Leidvin Takle (b. 1942) whose music is fresh and modern and"The 

supremely gifted organ virtuoso D’Arcy Trinkwon....  has great impact on an 

audience because it is fun and humorous. 

“His subtle yet magisterial command of the instrument was spell-binding; he 

knows no technical difficulties and his playing was in total accord.”  

          …...The Organ 
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For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC –  COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL 
 

 

 

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating 
 

Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting 
 

Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work 
 

 

 

For Free Advice and Estimates call: 
 

01737 843844  or  07850 563091 
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REVIEW OF CONCERT AT ST MICHAEL’S BETCHWORTH 13TH 
MAY  

 “Songs of Sea and Soul” was the title of the concert given by the South Nutfield 
Choral Society on Saturday 13th May at St. Michael’s Church, Betchworth.  The 
sea was manifestly evident in the final work of the programme: Sea Pictures by 
Elgar – not however in the original version for Alto solo and orchestra, but 
arranged for choir and organ by Donald Fraser in 2015.  The five pieces of Sea 
Pictures, with words by various writers depict aspects of the sea and are well 
known through Janet Baker’s recording.  This arrangement was nevertheless 
quite effective although one missed the sonorous alto voice.  

The whole concert, except for one item, consisted of arrangements, so 
Rachmaninov’s Vocalise was, on this occasion, played on a solo flute by Simon 
Bellatti, a member of the South Nutfield choir, and Choral items included 
numbers by Fats Waller, Cole Porter, Richard Rogers.Gershwin’s Summertime 
was sung by Prisca Agbo, miked up to be heard over the band!   The choir and 
soloists sang five numbers from Mark Hodgson’s Land of Dreams, which dates 
from 2002, sung with great enthusiasm under their conductor Sue Hughes.  The 
pieces consisted of a mixture of Blues, Gospel, and other African/American 
styles of the 1920’s. All vastly entertaining! 

The accompaniments throughout, except the Rachmaninov and the Elgar, were 
expertly played by a small band of guitars, drums, keyboard and trumpet. 

Christopher Slater 

SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING ….TO BE 
REMEMBERED! 

A thoroughly enjoyable ‘Celebrations of Weddings in Words and Music’ was 
held in St. Michael’s on Saturday 22nd April. The organ was played at its best by 
the talented John Sharples, encompassing the most celebrated wedding music 
with a few unusual choices to get us all smiling. The choir sang two anthems to 
soothe the spirit and we enjoyed some beautifully read poems, prose and a Bible 
reading, all of which were sublime and sentimental and completed the trio of 
entertainment.  

The Betchworth Bell Ringers rang very competently before the service, 
welcoming the concert goers into church. 

Knights Garden Centre in Betchworth provided some beautiful flower pew ends 
and arrangements and Stanhill Court Hotel, Charlwood gave us generous 
sponsorship. 

Wish you had been there? 

Watch out for more concerts in St. Michael’s 

Diana Fitchett
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BETCHWORTH TENNIS TOURNAMENT 

This is a mixed doubles tennis tournament, which will take place on Saturday 
22nd and Sunday 23rd July 2017 and is open to anyone living in the village aged 
from twelve years upwards, who can serve, score and find a partner, if possible 
also from the village. 

The first round of the tournament will be played on SATURDAY JULY 
22nd. This will be played American style, with the players divided into groups 
and each pair playing every other pair in their group. There will be four groups: 
and the winner of each group will go through to the semi-finals and, maybe, the 
finals, played on SUNDAY JULY 23rd. All details of the groups and courts will 
be in the July magazine. If you are willing to lend your court, please ring 
Eiluned at 01737842010. 

 

HELP NEEDED, PLEASE. 

1. HELPERS - to stay and clear up after the barbecue on the evening of July 
22nd and also after the finals on July 23rd. 

2. THE GATE.   Volunteers are needed to take the money on the gate at The 
Red House (where the semi-finals and finals are played) on Sunday July 23rd 
between 2.15 pm and 4.15 pm for half an hour each. 

3. FLOWERS - nine small table decorations. 

4. BALLBOYS AND BALLGIRLS. 

5. TWO PEOPLE to help with telephoning to set up the 
semi-finals and finals on Sunday July 23rd. 

MOST URGENT.  ENTRIES PLEASE BY JUNE 5TH 
to Eiluned Slot at 01737 842010. 

Thank you. Eiluned and Peter Slot 

BROCKWOOD MEDICAL PRACTICE 

We are pleased to announce that Dr Andrew Brett will become a Partner at the 
Practice from 2nd May 2017.  We feel that the appointment of Dr Brett will 
provide the Practice with good succession planning of the Partners and address 
our short, medium and long term goals. 

 Dr Kate Turner who previously covered a maternity leave in 2016 will be 
returning to work for the Practice for four sessions a week from 2nd May 2017. 
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PRACTICAL ADVICE ON DEALING WITH DEMENTIA AND DEATH 

When my dad died in February I had no idea just how much work would be 
involved; not just in arranging the funeral, in many ways that was the easy bit, but 
in coping with all the paperwork and a grieving mum. I wondered why no one 
had prepared me for this and whether we could have done more in advance in 
anticipation of the inevitable occurrence of the first parent's death. 

Recently I also had a conversation with a friend about a session she had attended 
on dementia and how it had given her a better understanding of the condition. 
Now, knowing a number of people affected by dementia I really wanted to know 
more too. 

Betchworth Parish Council together with St Michael's Church would like to host 
two sessions to address these topics from a practical perspective and to draw on 
professional input in these two areas from supporting services – local care/nursing 
homes, Solicitors, Funeral Services, as well as the Church and Crematorium.  

If you are interested in attending one of these sessions or if you have any queries 
and would like to find out more, please contact either myself on 
david.slater2@tiscali.co.uk or Marion Hallett, Clerk to Betchworth Parish 
Council on clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk.  We will endeavour to make these 
sessions as tailored and informative as possible. 

Linda Slater, Church Warden 

PEBBLECOMBE WI  

Come and join us for Teas on the Green at Betchworth, Sunday 11th June 2 -5 
pm.   All the usual goodies, plus stalls and tombola. 

Resolutions put forward by the National Federation of Women's Institutes for 
consideration at our May meeting were 'Alleviating Loneliness', calling on the 
WI and local services to support people who may be chronically affected, and 
'Plastic Soup', to keep microplastic fibres out of our oceans.   Each year every 
WI votes on the current resolutions and appoints a delegate to the NFWI Annual 
General Meeting to represent the views of her WI and, with discretion, to vote 
accordingly. If carried, the NFWI can then call on the government and industry 
to act.   After serious debate, it was a relief to take part in some light hearted 
quizzes. A mystery coach tour to a popular hostelry was much enjoyed, made 
even more mysterious because some of the chosen roads were shut but it gave 
time to admire the scenery. At our next meeting on Thursday 1st June, 7.45 pm 
at the Hamilton Room, Betchworth, the speaker will be Mrs. Ziegler on Life as a 
Refugee. Visitors and prospective new members are always most welcome. 

Pam Patch. 

mailto:clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk
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We are now well under way with our busiest term of the year.  Year 6 SATs tests 
are over and our year 6 are getting ready to transfer to their secondary schools and 
we are looking forward to welcoming 58 new reception pupils at our Betchworth 
and Brockham sites. 

Year 6 will be embarking on their residential trip, spending five adventure filled 
days at a PGL centre at Windmill Hill near Hailsham in Sussex.  On their way 
they will visit Battle Abbey.  Once at Windmill Hill they will take part in a host of 
different activities, including abseiling, climbing, zip-wire, trapeze and archery.  
The evenings will be filled with quizzes, discos and sporting challenges – not a 
moment to spare and a fitting end to their time at primary school.  We finish this 
month with our two Sports Days, one for the Infant children and one for the 
Juniors.  We try to have a mixture of sporting activities that appeal to all children 
whether they are sporty or not. 

This is also a busy time for our hardworking team of parent volunteers who 
belong to FONDS (Friends of North Downs).  They work tirelessly throughout the 
year to raise funds to provide the children with those special ‘extras’ that can’t be 
funded from our delegated budget.  Their current project remains funding the 
updating of the interactive screens in each of our classrooms. 

FONDS have also been supporting us with the development of our school 
allotment.  North Downs has been fortunate enough to have been allocated an 
allotment near our Brockham site – and we are very grateful too for the offer of 
financial assistance from Brockham Horticultural Society and Betchworth Parish 
Council which will allow us to purchase some necessary items to garden the 
allotment.  Our aim is to give the children, at all our sites, an opportunity to grow 
vegetables and fruit.  They will visit the allotment, assist with planting, caring and 
harvesting etc. and will then plan and prepare healthy meals with the produce. 

Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh 
Village 

Be the best you can be, every day 
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 Te le p h o n e  M o b : 0 7 9 5 0  9 6 1 6 0 6   
        D a y :   0 1 3 7 2  3 7 7 7 5 7  

R id e  o n  M o w e r s  
R o ta r y  M o w e r s  
C y l in d e r  M o w e r s  
C h a i n s a w s  
S tr im m e r s  
H e d g e  C u tte r s  
R o te v a to r s  
B lo w e r  v a c s  

Q u a lity  s e c o n d  h a n d  e q u ip m e n t  

 

MOT Testing 
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GATTON PARK EVENTS - JULY 2017 
Sunday 2nd July Gatton Country Fair  
A great day out for all the family. Animals, country crafts and demonstrations, 
children’s activities, fun dog show, gardens and grounds open. 
12noon – 5pm Cost: Adults £7 children free 
Weekly Tours 
Guided tours run every Tuesday and Thursday at 2pm throughout the year. Adults 
£7. Book in advance. Meet by the lych gate of St Andrew’s Church. 
Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW 01737 649068. events@gatton-
park.org.uk Book online at: www.gattonpark.com 
Please book all events in advance except open days. 

Small Ads 

CONTOURS GARDENING  
Services provided : 
Garden and ground maintenance, Hedge trimming specialists, Tree surgery, 
Landscaping, lawn care and mowing. Call Robin on 07740308490 

Hi, my name is Nikki and I am the owner of BARKING BEAUTIES based in 
Betchworth. 

I am now offering full dog grooming services ranging from a full groom down 
to just a bath and towel dry while you wait. 

MUSIC IN DORKING - JUNE 2017 

3rd at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free, 01306 884229 

6th 13th 20th 27th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £19-24, 
07415 815784 

7th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717 

10th at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Paul’s, £12, 01306 881821 

12th at 7.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

14th at 7.30, Royal Marines Band at Dorking Halls, £16.50-18.50, 01306 881717 

17th at 6.00, Dorking Choral Society at St Paul’s, 01306 877256 

17th at 7.30, Mickleham Choral Society at St Martin’s, £15, 01306 883932 

24th at 3.00, Ladybirds Choir at URC Hall, £7.50, 01737 843662 

24th at 7.30, Cornflower concert at St James’ church, Abinger Common, £18 

28th at 7.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717 
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A JOKE FOR JUNE> 
A little five year old girl was usually driven to school in the mornings by her 
Grandad, but one day he had a bad cold so her Grandmother took her. 
That night the little girl told her parents that the ride to school with Granny was 
very different. 
"What made it different?" asked her parents. 
‘’Well’’, she replied, ‘’Gran and I didn’t see a single old git, blind idiot, 
blithering oaf or dunderhead on the whole journey.’’ 

LOCAL GARDEN OPEN FOR CHARITY 

SUNDAY 28TH & MONDAY 29TH MAY (Bank Holiday) 

SATURDAY 22ND & SUNDAY 23RD JULY 

 THE OLD CROFT, SOUTH HOLMWOOD  (As described in the NGS 
Yellow Book) 

Remarkable 5-acre garden with many diverse areas of exquisite natural beauty, 
giving a sense of peace and tranquillity. Stunning vistas including lake, bridge, 
pond fed by natural stream running over rocky weirs, bog gardens, roses, 
perennial borders, elevated viewing hide, tropical bamboo maze, curved pergola 
of rambling roses, unique topiary buttress hedge, many specimen trees and 
shrubs. Visitors return again and again. The garden is about 2 miles south of 
Dorking on the A24. Full directional signs from A24, Mill Road and Blackbrook 
Road will be in place. Situated in the heart of Holmwood Common, there is free 
parking on the common with a lovely 600 yard woodland walk to the garden. 

For the disabled and the elderly please ring 01306 888224 to arrange for 
direct access. 

 This is a garden to explore slowly, discovering its peace and serenity as it 
reveals the beauty of God's amazing 
creation. It should help to restore 
your soul. 

The garden is open under the 
auspices of the National Garden 
Scheme with proceeds to them and 
St Catherine's Hospice.  Admission 
£5.00 (All entrance money goes to 
the NGS), children free.  Homemade 
teas (Money to St Catherine's 
Hospice), open from 2 - 6pm each 
day. 
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LOCAL MAN QUALIFIES FOR CYCLING EVENT FOR GB TEAM 
FOR CYCLING WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

This could well be a headline in the 
local paper, but it is much more than 
that! When I heard that David Pearson 
had qualified for The GB team for The 
World Championships for amateurs, in 
the 50-55 age I thought this was just the 
sort of good news we seldom have 
these days and that you would all like 
to hear about how it came about.  
David is a successful lawyer with 
Clifford Chance, and as he goes on to tell you had the devastating diagnosis of 
prostate cancer in 2010. This is how he dealt with it! (Ed) 

When I was young I played (or rather tried) most sports – football, rugby, 
cricket, running, tennis, squash, rowing – and was pretty poor at all of them. My 
best was golf, where I found I was marginally better than pretty poor, but not 
more than mediocre. I cycled as a child – but only to go to school. When 
Rebecca and Charlie were young I bought a bike and pulled them round the lanes 
on a "Tag-Along" and occasionally (very occasionally) cycled maybe 20 miles or 
so. But I did use the gym at work quite a lot, so my basic fitness level was not 
too shabby. 

But the cycling only really started properly when I had prostate cancer in 2010. 
Recovery from the surgery required me to spend all day sitting down or lying 
down. After 3 months of sitting in a chair I was getting pretty frustrated, so I said 
to the surgeon "if I have to sit down all day can I sit on a bike?" He gave me a 
strange look and said "you've had major surgery, you've sat in a chair for 3 
months, you've lost a load of weight and muscle mass, what exactly do you have 
in mind?" I felt like he'd just given me a get-out-of –jail card, so (not entirely 
flippantly) I said "25 miles every day this week and a 30 mile race in Dorking on 
Saturday". His reply cannot be printed in a parish magazine, but the last word 
was "insane". The next day I cycled 25 miles, and then slept for 16 hours. I did it 
again the next day and the next. On the Saturday I was terrified, I'd no idea what 
a cycle race would be like. It was a "sportive" where you set off whenever you 
want and are timed. The race went up Leith Hill and Ranmore, so was pretty 
hard work. The results came out the next day – 80 people did the race and I'd 
won it. For someone coming out of prostate cancer that was the biggest morale 
boost I could have had. And it made me wonder if  I’d found a sport at which I 
could be better than pretty poor/mediocre. So I started to cycle longer distances. 
A month later I did a 50 mile race and came 11th out of 300 and after 3 months 
did my first 100 mile race, and came 15th out of 600 – that's 600 of all ages. 
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DORKING MUSEUM IN JUNE 
Our new summer exhibition, “Time Gentlemen Please! The story of Dorking 
pubs” plots their growth from earliest 13th century records to a 19th century peak 
and subsequent decline, revealing many of the town’s ‘lost inns’.   
One of the earliest was the Fox and Hounds, founded in 1254 – the present 17th 
century building is now the Burford Bridge Hotel.  Among the town centre ‘lost 
inns’ were the Cardinal’s Hat and the George, both in the present High Street 
before 1485.  In the 1590s, The Queen’s Arms became the largest, stretching from 
North Street to Mullins House in West Street. 

The town’s hostelries provided a variety of other services to the community – a 
theatre, sports and games venues (including cock-fighting!), offices for civic duties 
and for a range of tradespeople.   Maps plot their locations, with old images of 
how they looked in their heyday, and modern photos showing how they, or 
replacement buildings, look now.   
Families are welcome – with a pub sign drawing competition for children and 
some old pub games to try.  Other pub memorabilia are on display and a new 120-
page book about Dorking pubs is available at the Museum.   
Guided Walks and Tours:  Make the most of the better  weather  and the 
attractions of our beautiful area with the Museum’s guided walks and tours, 
available for group bookings by appointment and regular Open Days for 
individuals. 
Guided 90-minute walks take in the highlights of Historic Dorking or Town Centre 
Pub sites (£3 pp) or the history, landscape and views of the Deepdene Trail (£4 
pp).  Or take our popular 45-minute tour of Dorking’s famous South Street Caves 
(£6 pp).  See Museum website for details, group bookings or Open Days (next 
Deepdene Trail 11th June, Dorking Pubs 24th June, Caves 24th June).   
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS.  Open Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday 10am-4pm. www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries 

admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or 01306 876591. 

mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Despite a very dry and sometimes cold April our gardens produced a wonderful 
display of colour. Daffodils and Tulips were in abundance. During May and June 
the weather was variable and gradually warmed up so our gardens have begun to 
look their finest. 

Now is the time to get on top of those jobs that have been waiting. Plants start to 
flourish now but so do the weeds. Plant out your patio containers with half hardy 
annuals and tender perennials as the danger of frost has gone.  Regular watering 
and feeding will give you a wonderful display throughout the summer. 

Our thoughts are now focussing on the Autumn Show and preparations are 
underway.  There will be plenty of interesting categories for our Members and 
non-members to enter this year.  Due to the success of the Junior section we 
would like to encourage the younger members to enter again this year.   

LEITH HILL PLACE  

The ‘Wedgwood at Home’ exhibition of antique Wedgwood china 
has now opened and is generating a great deal of interest. The 
collection displays the amazing variety of ceramics made by the 
company over the years, and contains some unusual items such as 
an 18th century oval painting box and a fascinating replica of the 
Slave Emancipation medallion seal, made in 1962 after the 1787 
original. 

The Wedgwood collection was first shown to the public when Sir 
Ralph Wedgwood lived at Leith Hill Place in the 1950s and 60s. We are very 
fortunate that the present Lady Wedgwood has lent us a large part of the original 
collection in memory of her husband, Sir Martin Wedgwood, grandson of Sir 
Ralph, and we have the opportunity to see it again in the very same room where it 
was originally displayed. The exhibition continues until the end of October and 
entry is free to members and included in the entrance price for non-members. 

Other events being held in Leith Hill Place in June include the Coldharbour 
Village Band performing on Sunday 4 June; a Wellbeing Day on Monday 12 

June; and Father s’ Day on Sunday 18 June when children can bring their dads 
for free.   

From 20 June until the end of August, Artist in Residence, Louise Scillitoe-
Brown, will create a rolling programme of experiential spaces in the Drawing 
Room and run associated workshops.  Louise makes structures from reclaimed 
building materials that hold pockets of physical colour and projected zones of 
reflected coloured light. (www.louisesb.com) 

More details for these and other events can be found on the Leith Hill Place 
website: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/leith-hill-place  
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And that's how it started. 

In 2014, a couple of weeks after going over the handlebars and waking up in 
Redhill hospital with a smashed face (which had the upside of getting me out of 
wearing a silly costume for the Jubilee parade!) I did the world's hardest one day 
race, in the Alps (called the Marmotte) . To do big races in Europe you need to 
have a medical certificate saying you are fit enough to participate – so turning up 
with a smashed face caused some raised eyebrows! 

2015 was my biggest challenge, the world's hardest, and highest, multi-day race – 
a 7 day race from Venice to Geneva, going through (or rather up and over) the 
Dolomites. 21 mountains climbs. The amount of uphill was the equivalent of 
going up Everest two and a half times in a week – on a bike. Incredibly tough, but 
I loved every minute. 

This year was a different goal.  The GB team for The World Championships for 
amateurs, in the 50-55 age group. The qualifying race was in Kilmarnock at the 
end of April. Very cold, very windy, and road surfaces that made Surrey's seem 
wonderful by comparison. But I managed to qualify, so now I'm ordering GB 
team kit, with my name on, and preparing for the World Championships which 
are in August in the South of France. The race is only 70 miles, but it's a hilly 
route, and it will be extremely hard just to hang on!   

The training is hard. Greg Lemond, the American who won the Tour de France, 
memorably said "it never gets easier, you just go faster". Sometimes the training 
is monotonous – such as going up and down Box Hill 30 times in succession. It's 
not just the sessions on the bike, it's being careful what I eat, trying to get the 
weight down and keep it down whilst not losing the power is tricky! Isobel is 
constantly amused by my obsession with weighing myself! The bit I find the 
hardest is cutting down on (and then cutting out) the wine! 

There are different types of cycling. Whizzing round a velodrome is not for me. 
What I love is climbing up a massive mountain. I've cycled up a lot of the iconic 
cycling mountains in Europe and the sense of achievement never lessens.  The 
achievement is getting to the top – but the competitor in me gets a lot of pleasure 
from overtaking people on the way up, especially people younger than me.  And 
every time I get to the top of a major climb I think back to lying in a hospital bed 
with prostate cancer, and I remind myself how far I've come. Although it's kind of 
annoying to think that I had to get to 45 and have prostate cancer to discover a 
sport I was good at!  

I have met some wonderful people through cycling, made some wonderful 
friends, shared that great sense of common endeavour against the steepness of the 
climb, the wind and teeming rain, the burning pain in the legs, the urge to get off 
the bike and rest. 

David  Pearson 

http://www.louisesb.com
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/leith-hill-place
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VILLAGE PROFILE 
 
Name: Mar tin Coslett (even that’s 
contentious, as my first name is the 
same as my son’s: David)  
 
Originally from: Rhiwderin, 
Newport, South Wales. 
 
Family: Carol - The Rector and 2 
children: David (23) in music/
teaching and Clara whose 19 and 
studying Music and English at Leeds 
University. 
 
What time do you get up? The 
alarm goes off at 7am. Make 
sandwiches…pick up the milk from the Post Office and then take Fudge, the dog 
for a walk/go swimming then to work. 
 
Typical Day: there isn’t one. Work on emails in morning, write in afternoon and 
evening fitting in tutoring, dog walking and meal time prep or clearing away. 
I help Carol with IT and editing documents. I go up to London up to 3 times a 
week for meetings or shows. Thursdays half/full day at Wemms Educational in 
Ashtead. 
 
Occupation: We started Echo Time Productions in 2014 to produce musical 
theatre and we toured our first piece – “The Perfect City” – which told the story 
of the creation of Philadelphia by William  Penn. I am a musical dramatist 
member of Music Theatre Network, London, work as a tutor and help in my role 
as the Rector’s husband. 
 
How long have you lived in Betchworth?: We moved to the Rectory from 
Horsell, Woking in October 2007. I couldn’t believe how dark it was in the 
evenings. Using torches was a surprise. But we are very lucky - the seasons bring 
us such variety. 
 
Tell us something that not many people know about you: I have been made 
redundant four times and know that there is life after redundancy. It can be the 
most dreadful experience and emotionally draining but you have to try to see the 
light.  I have written music since I first picked up a guitar and love to see people 
absorbed in communication. So it has been long overdue that I should become a 
writer/producer and put on shows.  
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BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB  

15 June  

JAPANESE SHOKA STYLE 

This is a special evening when we shall 
have a Japanese workshop with 
Sachiko Pearce (Surrey Area 
Demonstrator and Ikebana Specialist) 
showing us the Japanese  Shoka style.  
Worksheet details of what to bring 
available from Ann Meadows. 

Looking ahead to July, we shall be having a demonstration by Graham King from 
Godalming,  entitled ‘Bursting Full of Colour’. This will be held in the Brockham 
school hall on 20 July star ting at 7.15.  Visitor s ticket £4. 

All are welcome.  For further details contact Ann Meadows on 842934. 

 

              BURSTING FULL OF COLOUR’ 
a floral design demonstration by Graham King 

Brockham Flower Club is excited to invite you to a floral art demonstration by 
Graham King, an award-winning Surrey Area NAFAS floral design 
demonstrator. 
The demonstration will inspire with arrangements of bright colourful flowers, 
enhanced with accessories and amazing containers. 
The evening promises to be as vibrant and colourful as the award winning floral 
designs Graham is known for. 
 
20th July 7.15pm (please arrive early for a prompt start) at Nor th Downs 
School Hall Brockham Wheelers Lane RH3 7LA 
Tickets: £4.00 for visitors 

 

For more information about Brockham Flower Club or if 
you would like to  
join our monthly club nights, please contact Ann 
Meadows  
(01737 842934 meadowsann@tiscali.co.uk  

https://uk.pinterest.com/pin/536421005594344914/
mailto:meadowsann@tiscali.co.uk
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Who do you admire? There are so many and yet not enough too. Well 
you’d expect me to say Andrew Lloyd Webber –of course-but the most 
obvious is Nelson Mandela whose wonderful book I read.  Justin Welby for 
leaving the oil industry to take on ministry,  Juliano Khamis - The 
Palestinian Theatre Director who was killed trying to take “Freedom” 
theatre to the people. My friend, Linda Ramsden who runs ICAHD Israeli 
Committee against House Demolitions and her inspiration Jeff Helper. 
 
 
When are you at your happiest? Seeing fr iends and family enjoying 
interaction with each other or at musical events. Playing music with my kids 
or watching them performing. Reading the Sunday paper. 
 
What record would you like on your desert island?: My favour ite pop 
tune is God Only Knows by the Beach Boys but for a long sojourn on an 
Island it would have to be Berlioz Requiem because it would remind me of 
the time I sang in it at St David’s Hall Cardiff when my Uncle and Aunt and 
Parents were in the audience.  
My father loved it too. It has an immense ray of forces including four brass 
ensembles and 16 kettledrums. (almost as big a sound as Tchaikovsky’s 
1812) 
 
Indulgent luxury: Cashew nuts/Tiramisu/Hogs Back Beer  from the Post 
Office or Shere Drop from Denbies. 
 
Tea or Coffeee; Fair  Trade (fully leaded)  As my Dad said at the Ritz 
when asked what type of tea he would like: “a good strong cup please.” 
 
Advice:  Don’t worry-just do your best and - be happy. 
(as in the Bobby Mc Ferrin song) 
 
 
Latest Books: Kate Adie’s kindness of strangers /Nutsh  
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THE BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND 

SOCIETY 
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life 

in Betchworth & Buckland 
     SUMMER BBQ 

Sunday 2nd July  on Goulbur n Green from 
4pm 
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FARM DIARY JUNE 17 

Turn out! Getting the cows out is always a relief after feeding and bedding every 
day. Once they are out this allows more field work to be done .Firstly the cows 
all get wormed, given some fly spray and a mineral pill down the throat, and then 
we have to match cow with calf when going out to grass, as the cows know 
exactly what is going on, but the calves have not a clue, for their world has been 
four walls all their life. Suddenly the world opens up and becomes vast, 
well......just a two acre field to start! But they need to be with their mum to keep 
them calm. In the past we have had a calf turn out run and I mean run! It ran 
from 'Church Farm' across the river and ended up at Brockham bridge, then it ran 
up the footpath to the 'Grumpy Mole' from the river, but luckily it turned left into 
'Brockham Court Farm' and not right as it would have gone on to Brockham 
green on a Saturday afternoon. We caught it with a well- placed rugby tackle at 
Brockham Court! 

 Livestock fencing was an April task. Obviously we look at every field fence 
before turning cattle out, but it will never cease to amaze me how much damage 
people do to the fences over winter when we and the cattle are not around. Some 
places continue to be damaged even after we have fixed them so this can only be 
deliberate. If I looked into it I expect it would be classed as criminal 
damage .One place, which I have repaired so many times the fence resembles an 
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amateur knitting project, has left me with only one option, a stake out, with the 
consequences of cattle escaping and running amok. I am naming it operation 
'Steak out'  As I expect to meet Mr or even Mrs Angry once again, I have a plan 
to emphasise the situation to the culprit, which if comes off will make them see 
the light and change their habits. If my plan goes wrong it will probably be in the 
local paper before the farm diary! 

The main reason for starting the farm diary was to inform people of what goes 
into the farmed countryside, and maybe promote British grown food and see 
some understanding about what we trying to achieve .Election fever has now 
taken over, and whether you're red, blue, left, right, in, out, American, north or 
south the important things matter, I'm told by our agronomist (crop and spray 
advisor) that the rules on the shape of muck heaps has been changed by Europe! 
The three crop rule stands, which means you have to grow a minimum of three 
different crops. That’s OK for those of us with one big block of land, but those 
who rent ground all over the place have to grow three different crops on each 
different block of land they rent over a certain acreage. Simple to understand, in 
practice? So blimey come on, what next a ministry of funny walks! 

Spring crops have all gone in well, although it remained dry after sowing and was 
going to be problem if the dry continued. The recent rain was very welcome. The 
spring barley down 'Wonham Lane' is doing well now; it's had all it fertiliser and 
should romp away. Spraying can't be done all at once as sprays have to go on at 
different growth stages, so this is an ongoing job right through to when the crop 
gets in ear. Once in ear it has a fungicide on the ear just to keep disease out of the 
ear, then that's it until harvest. Herbicides normally go on first as this suppresses 
the weeds, and as the crop grows it becomes dark under a thick canopy and weeds 
find it difficult to germinate. The winter barley is out in ear and looks great, 
almost like a stormy ocean in the wind. The winter wheat will soon be in ear, the 
oilseed rape is now in full pod and the next operation will desiccation and then 
harvest .It comes round so quick! 

We have cows and calves out everywhere .It's great for us as they can now look 
after themselves for the summer. The calves grow twice as fast on grass and must 
be happier out rather than in. One report came to me that some people were out 
walking and were pinned against a fence and had to climb out through someone's 
garden. I’m not sure of the circumstances but, the cows in question were all hand 
reared and are very friendly and just want to say hello, I would suggest a good 
walking stick, just to wave or tap their nose .I would not run. Be In Control. I 
know they are big and it can be frightening if you are not use to cattle, but after 
all they are vegetarian! 

Martin 


