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Parish Letter—May 2016
What’s in a name?
May sees Whitsun come and go, this year on the fifteenth.
Nowadays the church calls it Pentecost but the state calls it
Spring Bank Holiday and has moved it to the end of the
month, what have we come to?
The derivation of Whitsun as a name is one of those things
old men used to argue about across the bar but now you
look up in Wikipedia, although that doesn’t necessarily get
you very far. Some think Whit is a corruption of White
because Whit Sunday was a day for the baptism of
catechumens who were usually dressed in white. In the
English tradition the church vestments were also white, rather than red used
elsewhere and re-instated today. Another possibility is that young women wore
white dresses when coming to church on Whit Sunday, as they did hats at Easter,
and yet another that “wit” derives from “wisdom” because the giving of the Holy
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost conferred wisdom on the early disciples.
Gloomy Philip Larkin famously wrote his poem “The Whitsun Weddings” about
a tradition, now largely behind us, of couples marrying at Whitsun. He recounts a
journey he made to London on the train from Lincolnshire. As he travels on at
each station a happy couple joins the train and their families wave them good bye
from the platform:
“Just long enough to settle hats and say
“I nearly died”
A dozen marriages got underway.”
Weddings were associated with Whitsun in the same way that planting potatoes
was linked to Good Friday. These were the times that workers were on holiday
from fields and factories and so they could get on with other things like amarrying or feeding their families.
Other Whitsun traditions include Whitsun Walks in the North West which still
take place in Manchester at least. They are street parades, usually church lead,
but including brass bands and dancers. Morris dancing in particular is linked to
Whitsun and featured in Whitsun Fairs.
The Church has gone back to calling Whit Sunday Pentecost because the Holy
Spirit of God was given in a new and unexpected way on the Day of Pentecost.
But this feast day had been known as Pentecost up until the Norman Conquest
and so today’s title refers to an even more ancient tradition than the use of
Whitsun.
Which brings us to what Whitsun actually commemorates which is that moment
when the church was born and the disciples, who had been hiding away after the
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death and resurrection of Jesus out of fear and confusion, came to life. They
received the Holy Spirit in a way they hadn’t expected.
Whatever you call it it would be wrong to think that the Holy Spirit only came
alive on the first Day of Pentecost. His presence is felt across the whole of the
Bible from the Creation itself. What we see is that God’s Spirit is more richly felt
on some special occasions, Pentecost was one of them, but the same Spirit is
always present.
What name you use doesn’t really matter, Whit Sunday or Pentecost, it is a day to
mark God’s presence with us when we especially need his help and guidance. He
points us in the way we should go and comes with us on the journey. It may be
because there is a wedding or some other reason to celebrate, or it may be because
the road is steep and we know without Him we will not make it to the top of the
hill.
It is the same Spirit of God who “moved over the face of the waters” when the
world was begun and was like a “strong driving wind” on the Day of Pentecost
who comes to our side too. All of which sets Whit Sunday apart for baptising and
processing and dancing and being as wise as we can be, just like they did of old.
Good traditions are worth preserving although the name may change because they
often hold something very important about who God is and who we are and may
become.
David Eaton
CLEANING ROTA - MAY 2016
DATE
06-May

13-May

CHANCEL
Mrs Scotcher

Mrs Armitage

20-May

Mrs Hardy

27-May

Mrs Ferrettt

03-Jun

Mrs Scotcher

Parish Magazine
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DOWNSVALE Nursing Home
Specialised, Professional Care
within a Homely Atmosphere
Downsvale is a Nursing Home set
in beautiful grounds with views to
Boxhill. The home offers those
seeking residence a friendly and
comfortable environment with 24
hour qualified nursing care.

AISLES

Mrs Sheed

Mrs Chalker

Mrs Slot

Mrs Mitchell

Telephone:
Email:
Website:
Address:

Mrs Stow
Mrs Hutton
Mrs Ferrett

Mrs Ridley

Mrs Hardy

Mrs Pruszynska

ZOE UNDERWOOD
PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR

Mrs Hutton

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service

Mrs Stow
Mrs Power

Mrs Chalker

Mrs Hollingworth

Mrs Mitchell

2
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01306 887652/883157
wendy@monarchcareltd.com
www.downsvale.co.uk
6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1PT

Please call 07876 572624
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MAY SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S & ST MARY’S

Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Date

Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch

St Michael’s, Betchworth

st

1 May
6th Sunday of
Easter

20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB

8.00am Holy Communion
(BCP)
11.00am Parish
Communion**

Tel: 01737 8 44916

9.30am Parish Communion

5th May
Ascension
Day

Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

8th May
7th Sunday of
Easter

St Mary’s, Buckland

8pm Holy Communion

8.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00am Matins**

15th May
Whit Sunday

9.30am Iona Parish
Communion
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am Joint All Age Family Service at St Michael’s
Funeral Directors &
Monumental Masons

SHERLOCK FUNERAL SERVICE
Family business
established over 100 years

TRELLIS HOUSE, 190 SOUTH
STREET, DORKING RH4 2ES
T el: 01306 882266
E-mail: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

5pm Upper Mole Group Joint Choral Evensong at St. Michael’s
22nd May
Trinity
Sunday

29th May
1st Sunday
After Trinity

8.00am Holy Communion
(BCP)

9.30am Parish Communion

11.00am Parish
Communion**
8am Holy Communion
10.30am Joint Parish Communion at St. Mary’s

5th June
2nd Sunday
After Trinity

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Communion
11.00am Parish
Communion**

** Coffee/Tea served afterwards
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THE RECTORY BIG BREKKIE IS BACK…. (By
popular demand) - Christian Aid Week has ar r ived 15th -21st May. Huge sums to collect and huge
appetites to satisfy!
Our Betchworth-Brekkie is MONDAY 16th May
from 8am to 11am. Themed Br ekkies to suit ever y
taste. We are still seeking volunteers for local collections
which may only be a few doors or a small Close. This Christian Aid week we are
also taking love into our communities, to show our local neighbours our love for
our global neighbours who are fighting floods and famine. Contact the Rectory or
the writer if you can attend our Big Brekkie or just turn up and enjoy the most
important meal of the day.
Contact Tom Briscombe 07447 566222 or Rectory : 01737 842102.
CHURCHYARD TIDY UP
Just when you thought it was safe to come out.....!! Yes it's that time of year. Well,
actually, it was 'that time of year a while ago, but since I forgot(!!) it's going to be
Saturday May 28th. 9am -12.30.There is a wedding that day, but it's at 3pm.
The usual tools needed – hoes, rakes, trowels, strimmers, hedgecutters, secateurs,
loppers ,pruning saws etc. There will also be the usual incentive...Cake ,tea and
coffee!
Please come along and give some time to smarten up the church yard.
Thank you. Graham
FROM THE REGISTERS: MAY 2016
Funerals, Memorials and Burials
We send our condolences to those who are bereaved at this time:
19th April
Catherine (Kitty) Marjory Beer who died on 25 th March aged 98
latterly of Furzefield Lodge Kingswood
CHURCH COLLECTIONS 2016.
February:
Collections £479.60
Donations and sales £302.73
Total £782.13
(of which Gift Aided £517.10)
March:
Collections £847.89
Donations and sales £322.06
Total £1169.95
(of which Gift Aided £861.80)

Parish Magazine

4

Betchworth - May 2016

Parish Magazine

29

Betchworth - May 2016

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

THE LADY CHAPEL PROJECT - COMPLETED!
These wonderful words came true on Friday 1 st April 2016. During that week, an
expert team delivered and installed the new glass screen to complete the
multipurpose vestry space in the South Chancel; and the final tile was fitted and
sealed in the new WC in church. These were the two final elements of a
comprehensive scheme to transform our church, following the removal of the old
organ and creation of the new vestry space and wooden screen (2013), and the
arrival of the new organ (2014).
The etched and carved glass screen is a significant and beautiful piece of 21 st
century religious art, designed by contemporary glass artist Mel Howse. It
conveys imagery of our patron saint, the Archangel Michael, and a chorus of
angels’ trumpets stretching away into infinity. We are grateful to Mel for working
with us to enrich our church with her vision, inspiration and skill; and to Barry
Preedy of Windsor Glass and his team for their skill in the nail-biting process of
delivering and raising 6 enormous panels of glass to create the screen.
Tom Briscombe describes the beauty
and significance of the screen far better
than I: “an enormous etched glass
panel that spans the Lady Chapel and
disappears into the roof space,
completely sealing the chapel and
reflecting bright sunlight from a
beautiful feathered wing. A 15th
century sword with pommeled crossguard and grip symbolically protects
the wielder's hands and stands
prominent before a host of angel's
trumpets that add perspective as God's
messengers to all people. There is a
strong sense of protection of
permanence - evidence of great
judgmental faith, and we look no
further than Kings 2 Chapter 19 to discover the tremendous strength and power of
Angelic forms. These Wings of Faith are a clear reminder of our quest for freedom
and for endorsing Christian beliefs. Whilst this masterpiece of contemporary art
stands tall and inviting in our church, its presence will always reflect the spiritual
journey that we must all endeavour to make.”
More mundane but no less appreciated, we now have a WC in the space formerly
occupied by the choir vestry. Our grateful thanks go to Stuart and his team from
KRB Builders for creating a marvellous new facility for the church from an
unpromising space; and this churchwarden’s thanks go to Graham Williams for
being the perfect Clerk of Works.
Each generation has left itsst mark on the beauty of our church building, and this is
our contribution for the 21 century. All the work has been made possible by the
immense generosity and hard work of many friends and supporters of St
Michael’s Church. Perhaps this is the place for a reminder that much of this
generosity is recorded in a Benefactors Book, which is securely kept in the church.
If you would like to view this book, please let one of the churchwardens know.
Hilary Ely

Parish Magazine

28

Betchworth - May 2016

Parish Magazine

5

Betchworth - May 2016

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

BETCHWORTH CELEBRITY ORGAN RECITAL - Book your Ticket now!
Margaret Phillips, the International Concert Organist, will be giving a recital on the
new Kenneth Tickell organ at Betchworth on Saturday 21 May at 4.00 pm.
Regarded as one of Britain's outstanding concert organists and
teachers, Margaret studied with the late Ralph Downes and Marie-Claire Alain. Since
1996 she has been Professor of Organ at the Royal College of Music in London, and
she is also much in demand throughout the UK and abroad as recitalist, teacher,
masterclass tutor and international jury member. Her numerous CDs, which include
the complete organ works of Bach, Mendelssohn, Saint-Saëns and Stanley, have been
highly praised. Her most recent release, Capriccio, is of contemporary music for
organ.
Margaret finds playing in smaller churches is often more enjoyable than playing in
larger venues such as concert halls or cathedrals. The programme has been planned
to show off the many and various colours of the new organ and, in addition, to
appeal to a wide audience.
Tickets are priced at £15 (under 14s: £10) to include a glass of wine/soft drink.
Tickets are on sale from 01737 843498or betchworthchurchmusic@hotmail.co.uk
LENT LUNCHES AND THE BISHOPS APPEAL 2016
Thank you to all those of you who hosted Lent Lunches and those who attended.
Despite the fact that there were only four held this year, a total of £430 was raised
for the Bishops Lent Appeal before Gift Aid which will be added. The lunches
were happy experiences with old friends and hosts meeting new friends and
hosts.
MIDDLE EARTH SHOWCASE
th

On April 9 in the Reading room, raised a total of £332.20 with Gift aid to be
added.
This will be divided between 2 charities working to alleviate the suffering of Syrian
Refugees in Europe; United Society working with the Diocese of Europe in Greece,
and the Bread of Life Society working in Turkey. You can find out more about the
event on a facebook page: www.facebook.com/middleearthmodels

PICTURE FRAMING

T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *
* CANVAS PRINTING *

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm

* FREE COLLECTION *
* AND DELIVERY SERVICE *

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS
CALL 01737 222424

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk

Te l 01737 843533

B. Blake
Builder and Decorator
For all aspects of building,
decorating and property
maintenance
Call for free estimates
TEL 01293 776218 MOB 07776131611

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

David Coslett and Keith Field would like to thank everyone who helped, from the
setting up, serving, cake making, those who helped clear away and of course all
those who visited and donated so generously.

Do you need child care?
www.childminderbrockham.co.uk

This year sees our Queen celebrating her 90th birthday and across
the country and the Commonwealth people will be celebrating
with her. Betchworth St Michael’s has a special service and
special prayers on 12th June. A date for your diar y,
and a Picnic to enjoy.
Tom Briscombe
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Kelly Neale
01737 844891
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Chris
Long





GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811

Barrie 07710 328848
E: info@bc-carpentry.co.uk
W: bc-carpentry.co.uk
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EASTER WALKABOUT/STATIONS OF THE CROSS SERVICE
Both Palm Sunday and Good Friday traditionally brought our congregation out of
the Church and into the Church garden. The fine weather brought soaring
buzzards, a pair of early tortoiseshells and deep reflection as we passed the Easter
Garden and the path to the model tomb. Palm Sunday commenced at the Lych
Gate with readings and a compliant pony that processed with Rector Carol and
Choir.
Members of the congregation followed in good voice and whilst we didn't enter
Jerusalem, we certainly entered the church holding small crosses for a service of
prayer and anthems. Hosanna was the word of the day, meaning 'God Saves' in
Hebrew..
Good Friday was a more sombre affair - the
occasion lifted by the colour and brilliance of the
flowers planted in the Easter Garden by Hilary,
Graham and others.
Our walkabout or 'Walking the way of the Cross'
has been an established part of Christian devotion
for many centuries past.
Early Christian pilgrims would trace the steps of
Jesus' final moments in Jerusalem and the practice
was brought home and grew in popularity, particularly among those who were
unable to make such a journey. The 'Good' in Good Friday comes from old English
when 'Good' meant Holy, thus Good Friday could be called Holy Friday. Our
devotion at St Michael's in Holy Week was not without its rewards, and delicious
Hot Cross buns were enjoyed by all.
Tom Briscombe
Pictures by: Hilary Ely & Linda Slater
BETCHWORTH VILLAGE TENNIS TOURNAMENT.
DON'T FORGET to put SATURDAY 16th and SUNDAY 17th July in your
diaries and enter for the GOULBURN CUP
This is a mixed doubles tennis tournament. It is open to anyone from twelve years
of age upwards, who can serve, score and find a partner, if possible from the
village.
The first round will be played on Saturday 16th July in four groups of about eight
pairs, played American-style, with each pair playing every other pair in the group.
The winners of each of the four groups will go through to the semi-finals, and then
if they win, to the finals, on Sunday July 17th.
ENTRIES by June 1st, please, to Eiluned Slot at 842010.
SO, PLEASE, put the dates in your diary, dust off your tennis racquets, think
sunshine and GET PLAYING.
BETCHWORTH NEEDS YOU!
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LITTER PICK 19TH MARCH 2016
Dear Villagers,
An open letter to say a big thank you to all who helped with the litter pick on 19 th
March. A very well supported and successful
occasion.
We filled 32 large purple bags which you may
have noticed stacked by the entrance to Goulburn
Green. There are some unusual items as well, a
crutch, golf umbrella, cupboard base, set of small
wheels, walking stick and assorted pieces of plastic
car parts and wheel trims. The bagged waste
consists mainly of coffee cups, beer cans, energy drink bottles and water bottles
plus the usual fast food packaging, sweet wrappers and a surprising number of
wine bottles!
WHERE DOES IT COME FROM?
I believe we all know the answer to this but are
unable to prevent it happening. Our Village is now a
better place for residents and visitors.
We are grateful to Mole Valley for supplying the
equipment on loan, if you still have a litter picker or
hi-vis vest, please return it to John as he has to
account for any shortages,
We will organise a further litter pick in November after the last verge cut, the date
will be confirmed in the Parish Magazine and on flyers around the Village. Thanks
once again to you all.
John 07971 402 235
BETCHWORTH VILLAGE ARCHIVES
‘The Goulburns at Betchworth House’
Our next exhibition is about the Goulburn family at Betchworth House. It is 200
years since Henry Goulburn bought Betchworth House and the estate in 1816. We
will be highlighting a selection of the family members and displaying a unique
collection of sketchbooks, diaries, game books, photographs and postcard albums
from the Betchworth House Archives.
Come and find out who had a toxic inheritance, who called Sir Redvers Buller ‘Sir
Reverse Buller’ during the Boer War and what the link is with Goulburn in
Australia.
The exhibition will take place in the Hamilton Room, Church Street, Betchworth
on Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th May between 10 and 4pm. Entry is free and all are
welcome.
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Get your ironing straight
One offs or
regular collection
For an efficient and reliable service
carried out by professionals

Call Mandy on
(01737) 842988

DOMESTIC – COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL
Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating
Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting
Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work

For Free Advice and Estimates call:
01737 843844 or 07850 563091

ESTABLISHED 1865– OUR 150th YEAR!
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SAVE THE DATE: BETCHWORTH’S FIRST EVER SAFARI SUPPER
November 19 will be a histor ic day for
Betchworth. For the first time in the village’s
1000 year recorded history, Betchworth will
host its first ever SAFARI SUPPER.
A SAFARI SUPPER is a dinner party in
which each course is prepared and eaten in
the home of a different host.
SAFARI SUPPER guests will receive an
email on the day telling you the house where
your starter will be served at 7pm. You will get your main course destination after
the starter and then everyone will gather at a final venue for pudding, cheese and
coffee.
There are two ways to take part: as a guest (for those who are happy to eat, drink
and meet new people); and a host (who are happy to cook, eat drink and meet new
people).
As well as raising money to stop St Michael’s Church from falling down, the aim
of the event is to bring different people who may not have met before.
Hosts will be given lots of notice. As each course is short and the evening is really
all about having fun and meeting new people, there is absolutely no pressure to
cook Michelin-star worthy food.
If you are interested in attending, hosting or would like any more information
please email Rebeccalucypearson@me.com
Places are limited and this is the hottest ticket in Betchworth since the 1972
Flower Festival. So please let us know if you are interested as soon as possible.
BODS ON THE MOVE 18TH, 19TH & 20TH MAY
Mixed Doubles is a compilation of short plays on the subject of marriage and
relationships, brought together into one evening’s entertainment by Alan
Ayckbourn. These timeless pieces are as pertinent now as they were when
first performed in 1969. They include works by accomplished authors such as
Fay Weldon, George Melly and Alan Ayckbourn himself and are full of
humour, pathos and darker, more thought provoking moments. Join us for an
evening of great writing and performances in this innovative production.
Please note we are using a different venue for this show. North Down's School,
Brockham. The school car park will be available (enter from Wheelers Lane)
and doors open at 7.15pm. Seats are £8 for seniors and under16s, otherwise £10,
and may be reserved by phoning Sam (01737 760330)
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PARISH COUNCIL
Well, no one could say that March went out like a
lamb this year. With Storm Katie livening up the
Easter weekend, we are very grateful to our
Brockham neighbours and BERT (Brockham
Emergency Response Team) for clearing trees
blocking Wellhouse and Wonham Lanes on Bank
Holiday Monday.

We offer an efficient personal service to
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners:

* Routine Servicing * Overhauls * Restoration *
* Full Coachwork Facilities * Storage *

The order has now been placed for the slide unit and swing on Goulburn Green.
These are made in Germany and then shipped over for installation. We are
hoping that they will be in place in time for the Crazy Crown Tea Party on the
12th June, if not sooner.

Carried out to the highest standard by our fully
trained technicians
Always a fine selection of Chosen Rolls-Royce
and Bentley motor cars for sale

If you have wondered about the blue pipes that are sticking out of the bank by the
school path on The Street, these are for a new water supply due to be connected
shortly to the Burial Ground and Allotments, as well as for Church Farm and the
new Geranium Nursery. The old water supply runs all the way up from the
Church, and has become very prone to leaks, which wastes water and can become
expensive. The new route for the pipes is much shorter and will be easier to
maintain.

ADVICE IS FREE ~ JUST CALL
Tel: 01737 844999
Station Road, Betchworth,
Surrey, RH3 7BZ

www.royceservice.co.uk

Subscribers to the village email will know that a resident of Wonham Lane has
had a number of objects stolen from their garden recently, and thefts from sheds
and outhouses are the most common type of crime around here. It always helps
to make sure your shed is locked and secure, and valuable items are identifiable.
For lots of useful information have a look under the ‘Advice’ section at
www.surrey.police.uk.

Plans for a defibrillator at the village hall are waiting for a further funding round
at British Heart Foundation to reopen – the previous round was so popular that
the money ran out before we could get our application approved. Meanwhile we
are planning another free first aid course in the village, please let me know at the
email address below if you are interested in signing up.
There is still a casual vacancy for a councillor, if you are interested in joining the
Parish Council please contact the Clerk at clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk.
Adria Kinloch
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BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
Annual Parish Meeting, Monday 18th April at 8pm
Refreshments will be served on arrival
DRAFT AGENDA
Chairman’s Welcome
Response by MVDC Chairman
Apologies for Absence
Surrey Police Report
Presentation by Alexander Bagnall
Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting 2015
Chairman’s Report 2015
Betchworth Parish Council Accounts 2015/16 (Draft)
Betchworth United Charities
Reports from Village Organisations *
Barley Mow Residents Association
Betchworth Archives
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Society
Betchworth Decorative & Fine Arts Society
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
Betchworth Parish Crockery
Betchworth Parish Magazine
Betchworth Village War Memorial Hall
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Society
Crazy Crown Tea Party
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland (formerly CHA)
Goulburn Tennis Tournament
Mulberry Bush Music
North Downs School
Pebblecoombe Women’s Institute
Poland House, Brockham
St Michael’s Church/PCC
The Hamilton Room
Address by Surrey County Councillor – Helyn Clack
Address by District Councillor Paul Potter
Any other business (please inform the Chairman before the start)
* Please keep reports to <3 minutes, and provide a copy to the Parish Clerk.
Clerk
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At North Downs, we have undertaken much work this last
term, reviewing our Whole School Aims and Values.
Children, staff, parents and governors have been involved in
this review, and the Values our school will now focus on,
during the next school year, are Care, Respect, Honesty,
Resilience, Freedom and Trust. Trust was the value which
was most important to the children, being decided upon by
our school Council. Each term we will focus on two of our
Values which will provide the theme for our whole school assemblies and many
of the curriculum activities in class.
Now we are in the midst of one of the busiest terms of the school year. With,
hopefully, better weather the children will be able to go outside and enjoy the
many sporting opportunities available. At North Downs we are very focused on
encouraging children to get out and about and we are preparing for the start of
the Olympic Games this summer. It is all too easy for children to become
sedentary, staying indoors playing with computerised games. So we have an
ethos that values and rewards sporting skills and interest. Our children don’t
necessarily have to excel at sport but we do expect them to take part. Therefore
North Downs will be taking part in ‘Run to Rio’ – a challenge to all Surrey
schools to collectively cover the 5,700 miles from Surrey to Rio. We will be
running or walking a mile at some point during each school day.
Also, this term the school choir will be singing in the annual Dorking School
Music Festival and Year 2 and Year 6 are involved in cycle/scooter training. In
addition, the whole school will also be maypole dancing on Brockham village
green on the afternoon of Friday 27th May. This is always a busy ter m but is
one with many activities for all the children, staff and parents to enjoy.
Jane Douglass Headteacher
FARM DIARY
Wow! How time flies along, it seems to get shorter and shorter between these
monthly jottings.
There are jobs to be done all round the place, fertiliser to go on (three different
types), spraying to be completed, crop sprayer MOT and certification, calves
being born, cows feeding and bedding. Spring beans need go in, grass field
rolling, fencing. I could go on and on, but a lot of these cannot be done due to the
wind and rain. It is very frustrating having all this work to be done and Mother
Nature says no, the one thing on our side is having good machinery which can
produce high work rates. The crop sprayer could do 80 acres on one fill up, the
new fertiliser spreader has a large hopper and can cover ground quickly It is a
very very clever bit of kit.
Calving is slowing down, with roughly 20 left to go. We had a set of twins last
week so that was a nice surprise, she did it all on her own, which does make you
wander round the yard for a bit just to make sure no one else has wandered off
doing a cuckoo impression. With twins it’s up to the mum, some just can't grasp
the fact they have two and not just one, it all becomes very confusing, so with
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10 – 11.30am or 1.30– 3pm Cost: £7 per child
Book online at: www.gattonpark.com
Please book all events in advance except open days.
URGENT APPEAL FOR HOMES
We are an animal charity seeking homes for the many unwanted cats, kittens and
dogs that come into our care.
Yorkshire terriers Holly and Ivy are fifteen month old sisters and are still looking
for a home. They were living in deplorable conditions but are now ready for a
special home. They are friendly and happy and love everyone! They get on well
with other dogs, both on walks and at home. They love to play, cuddle and bounce
around. As they are inseparable, we are looking to home them together
If you can offer a loving home please call 01737 843166 (Evenings after 7pm) or
anytime on 07918 056196)
MUSIC IN DORKING - MAY 2016
3rd 10th 17th 24th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415
815784
5th at 8.00, Clare Teal and her trio at Denbies, £25, 01483 444334
6th at 7.30, Bach concert at Holy Trinity church, High St, Guildford, £25, 01483
444334
7th at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229
7th at 7.30, London Mozart Players at St Teresa’s, Effingham, £29, 01483
444334
7th at 7.30, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Martin’s church, £12, 01306
877176
14th at 7.30, guitar recital at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 740619
14th at 7.30, Martineau Singers at St James’ church, Abinger Common
18th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
Ian Codd
BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS
Do something amazing! Save a life this month! Blood donations can be given in
the area as follows:Wednesday 11th May 2.00 to 4.30 pm and 5.30 to 8.00 pm at the Mobile
unit, Dorking halls.
For further details ring 08457 711711 or visit www.blood.co.uk

Small Ads

FED UP WITH STORAGE PROBLEMS?
Then fear not I'm here to take care of all your carpentry and joinery woes
I'm Dean, a professional carpenter and joiner with over 30 years of experience,
excellent quality and friendly helpful advice, (m) 07971 265 635 (email)
dean.terry@live.co.uk
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any problems in the first days of birth it is best to pen the mum and new born up
together. We keep a close eye, make sure they are feeding etc and in a few days
they will be out.
The breeding Bulls (Major,Hector,Cassius and Ceaser) had their annual health
check, which is always a tense moment, if one failed, the search for a new one
would be on and could take some time, but they all passed and are fit to start
dating.
The search for heifer replacements began back in the summer with 25 being
found locally, which is the next best thing to keeping your own replacements. I
know the complete movement and health history of these animals, buying
animals from away can be a bit risky, two letters which you do not want to hear
are TB ,as it seems to be creeping around springing up in different places. Our
own herd TB test is coming up this year so fingers crossed. We don't buy lots of
animals from different places so our risk should be lower than most, I do think
they should do yearly testing and in some cases encourage volunteer testing in
some herds, it can only be a good thing.
The lesser spotted fence slasher has come out of hibernation. This is not good as
it can cause quite a lot of damage for no reason, it is also not widely known that
this can encourage the 'Greater Spotted Field Creeper' to drift off well defined
and established corridors between territories and cause even more damage, so
keep your eyes peeled. A good way of moving these pests on is to wave your
arms around and shout quite loud, it doesn't work every time!
Martin
Who are UK Power Networks?
UK Power Networks own and maintain electricity
cables and lines across London, the South East and
East of England making sure your lights stay on.
You don’t pay your electricity bills to UK Power
Networks. Your electricity supplier is the company
you choose to buy your electricity from, and who you pay your bills to.
Sign up FREE for extra support during a power cut
Need extra support during a power cut or know someone else (maybe a relative,
neighbour, patient, or friend) that would need extra support during a power cut?
You may be entitled to free extra support from UK Power Networks.
Who can sign up?
You need to live in London, the South East of England or the East of England.
You can check whether you live in an area where we own and maintain the
electricity cables by visiting our website at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk
If you live in UK Power Networks area then the following can apply:

Customers who are dependent on medical equipment

Customers who are chronically sick

Customers with a disability

Customers who are blind or visually impaired
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Customers with young babies

Elderly customers

A nursing or residential home
Other cases will be considered too so please get in touch
What support can you get?
Signing up doesn’t necessarily mean we can get your power back on more
quickly but you will receive:

A priority phone number that you can call 24hours a day if you have a
power cut

A welcome pack with useful advice about preparing for a power cut

Regular text message or phone updates during a power cut

Extra support from the British Red Cross to visit your home (if you agree)
How to apply

Email psr@ukpowernetworks.co.uk

Call 0800 31 63 105 or 0333 32 32 105 from a mobile

Download an application form to print off or sign up online by visiting
www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk

Write to Priority Services Coordinator, UK Power Networks, Fore
Hamlet, Ipswich, IP3 8AA

ONE DAY

ONE CAUSE

One step forward for women with breast cancer.
Join the Pink Ribbon walk at Polesden Lacey on Saturday 21st May
Take on a 5, 10 or 20 mile walk in Surrey and help us be there for the thousands
of women affected by
Breast Cancer
SIGN UP TODAY

14

DORKING DRAMATIC & OPERATIC SOCIETY
The Actor’s Nightmare by Christopher Durang and The End of the
Beginning by Sean O’Casey
Directed by Val Collins
Tuesday, 17th to Saturday, 21st May, 2016 at The Green Room Theatre,
Dorking,(behind the Dorking Halls)
A double bill of comedy awaits you at the Green Room Theatre. The Actor’s
Nightmare is a very funny one act play. It involves an accountant who is mistaken
for an actor’s understudy. He is thrust into performances of well- known plays
alongside colourful, experienced actors with hilarious results.
The End of the Beginning is a complete contrast. Darry, an Irish farmer, decides
his wife’s daily work is a lot easier than his. So, with the help of his neighbour,
Barry, they swop places. Come and see the ridiculously comic trouble they get
into. The bar will be open! Come and have a great evening.
Tickets from £10 available at the Dorking Halls Box Office on 01306 881717 or
www.dorkinghalls.co.uk
GATTON PARK EVENTS - JUNE 2016
Children’s Activities
All activities must be booked in advance, unless otherwise stated. Children
under eight must be accompanied by an adult.
Wednesday 1st June Camp building (8 + years)
Create a den in the woods with your friends.
1.30 - 4pm Cost: £7 per child
Friday 3rd June Toddler Trails and Tales (2 – 4 years)
Enjoy the story of Superworm and go for a walk around the park to bring it to life.

Breastcancercare.org.uk/Ribbonwalk
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of ancestors’, from which the donor discovered his family links with Dorking’s
Pilgrim Father, William Mullins. An original football standard from the 19 th
century Shrove Tuesday football games through the town’s streets is probably the
only remaining standard in Surrey.
Six very different items with six very different stories to tell. Call in to the
Museum and see what other surprises might be in store.
Our current exhibition is “Dorking High Street: Chaos and Commerce”, open
Thursday to Saturday, 10am-4pm. See www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Tel:
01306 876591.
Family Activity, Satur day May 21st: ‘Be an Archaeologist’ at a pretend
archaeological dig in the Museum. Drop in between 2pm and 3.30pm. Ideal for
families with children up to age ten.
The Museum is taking group bookings for the South Street Caves tours and
Guided Walks of Dorking and individual bookings for the Caves Open Day
on
28th
May.
For
details,
visit
the
website
or
e-mail
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
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freshly baked scones and cakes, and learn more about the Wedgwood family,
Charles Darwin and Ralph Vaughan Williams. Children can try some instruments
in the Family Activities room, as well as doing quizzes, colouring in and taking
part in both indoor and outdoor trails.
On Sunday 8 May, ‘Abinger Unplugged’ choral group will be singing a variety of
popular tunes in two free concerts of half an hour, one at 2.15, the other at 3.30.
Usual admission charges apply for non-members. No need to book.
On Saturday 21 May at 2.30, ‘Jingle Ring’ provides an opportunity for younger
visitors to make music. Jane Newberry uses toys, percussion and dance to engage
children and help them find the fun in music. The session is free, though usual
admission charges apply. No need to book.
On 22 May at 1.45 and 3.15, local historian Patrick Newberry gives an engaging
insight into the origins of Leith Hill Place and its Tower. The talk lasts
approximately one hour. Booking is advisable but tickets can be bought on the door
if there are still seats available. Tickets cost £2. Please ring 0844 249 1895 to book.
Usual admission charges apply.
HEARING CHAMPIONS
There is a free service for people with NHS hearing aids which includes basic
maintenance, battery supply, cleaning and re-tubing, trouble shooting and advice.
Stth Peter’s Church,
Newdigate
First Wednesday of every month (April 6th, May
st
th
4 , June 1 , July 6 and so on)
During Coffee under the Bells at 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m.
Bring brown NHS battery book (which includes settings and requirements) and
hearing aids. Local volunteers trained by the Audiology Department of Epsom
and St Helier Hospital.
For further information contact Tina Calcutt on 01306 631148
DORKING MUSEUM IN MAY
Ringing the changes
There are always interesting things to look at and new things to discover in
Dorking Museum, and we like to keep our permanent displays evolving and
‘fresh’. New items on display often have an interesting story to tell, as shown by
some of our most recent additions.
Two ‘rings’: Our oldest new exhibit is a small gold ring, found
on a Betchworth farm, and dated as Late
Bronze Age, 3,000 years ago. The ‘rings’ on
a section of an oak tree from Brockham Park
estate show key dates in its history from 1850
until the great storm of 1987.
Two personal items: A small child’s leather shoe found in a chimney in South
Street dates from c. 1650-1700, and was put there to ward off devils. A German
airman’s pistol was ‘liberated’ by a local child as a souvenir from a bomber
brought down on Holmwood Common in 1944.
Two ‘artworks’: A historic painting commissioned in 1905 depicts a ‘procession
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Name J ohn and J eannette For eman
Where do you live? The Str eet” for 13
years and “Wonham Lane” for 6 years
Originally from J ohn was bor n in
Nantwich, Cheshire and Jeannette born in
Plumstead, S.London. We met in a bowling
alley on Bexleyheath Broadway 53 years ago
and married in Swanley, Kent in 1966.
Family life
We have thr ee sons, one lives in Dor king and has two
grown up daughters. One lives near Swansea with two younger daughters and the
third lives in Meopham, Kent with three adopted sons. We started married life in
Dartford then moved to Mitcham-Sutton-Stoneleigh-twice in Headley and twice
in Betchworth. As experienced movers ,we have enjoyed life in each home,
especially now in our 500 year old cottage and garden.
What time do you get up? J ohn up at 7.30am, J eannette 8am.
Breakfast?
Leisur ely, content var ies depending on mood. May be cereals
or a smoothie, John prefers toast with plenty of marmalade and large mug of
black coffee. Possibly a boiled egg or the odd rasher of bacon.
Typical day
Read the “Daily Mail” and criticise the content. Are we really a
“grumpy old couple”? Usually compete with the word wheel to keep the brain
exercised. A typical day is never typical, we may work in our ever evolving
garden, or walk our Staffie” Bella”, visit family and friends. There is always a
project going on to occupy us both mentally and physically.
What makes you happy? Our common inter ests ar e Gar dening, Cooking,
The Village, Friends and Family. We have walked the 100 mile W.Highland Way
from Glasgow to Fort William and have about 26 miles to go to complete the
S.Downs Way from Winchester to Eastbourne. Plans to do Offa’s Dyke next.
We both enjoy life, red wine, open skies, my retirement and the very first growth
on trees and plants in the Spring.
Something people dont know about you I was at school same time as Mick
Jagger and he confiscated a water pistol from me which he was later seen
discharging in the junior playground. John is footpath officer for the Parish
Council and a SCC volunteer path steward Jeannette has always revelled in craft
work. Sewing, knitting, patchwork quilting, water colouring. She was student of
the year at Erith Technical College and confounded her tutor at Guildford Tech.
by being a mature student but passing top of the group with sugarcraft skills
above the professionals from all over the country.
Tea or Coffee?
Definitely coffee black no sugar for both of us
Desert island disc? Tina Tur ner “The Best” recorded 1989 and Simon and
Garfunkel “Concert in the Park” recorded 1982. Old but classic folk/rock.
Jeannette any London musical.
Luxury?
J eannette, looking after and pr otecting our beautiful,
charming character filled cottage, and. John keeping my red 20 year old Land
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Rover Defender on the road. Wave if you see me.
Book?
Animal Far m, one of my set books for GCE exams many
years ago. Strangely relevant to the world situation now. Jeannette devours all
magazines with a passion for craft work, recipes and gardening tips.
Advice?
Live for today- Be prudent for tomorrow-Be aware of the
needs of others- Be willing to compromise without lowering your standards

BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB - MEETING ON 19 MAY 2016
National Flower Day is on 6th May so watch out for some ar r angements in
unusual village places.
For our meeting on 19 May we shall be creating designs using a picture frame –
this could be contemporary or traditional. Some ideas to look at:
On 22 May we shall be providing theth table decorations for the Brockham Village
Tea Dance celebrating the Queen’s 90 Birthday.
We meet in the Brockham Recreation Ground Pavilion at 7.15pm
Contact: Ann Meadows on 01737 842934
BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY
Presents 'Songs for Summer' including John Rutter's 'Feel the Spirit' and 'Sprig of
Thyme' with spirituals and English folk songs accompanied by the Chameleon
Arts Orchestra and Janet Shell mezzo- soprano in St Martin's Church, Dorking.
Saturday 4th June 7.30 pm.
Tickets £15 (£12 purchased in advance) £5 under 25s in full time education.
Available online at www.brockhamchoral.org/tickets or contact Maria Chadwick
c/o Michael Frith, 40 South St, Dorking 01306 882728
BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The Brockham Green
Horticultural
Society’s Annual Plant Sale will take place on
Saturday May 7th
Special thanks once again to Rosemary and Hugh Mote for allowing us to use their
forecourt at Brockham House, Middle Street, Brockham for this event.Vegetable
seedlings /plants always sell well and if you are dividing plants, any excess will be
greatly appreciated.
The Plant sale will be between 10am and 12noon.
We apologise for postponing the Cobnut tree talk, last minute. This was due to the
speaker’s illness. The Society are endeavouring to rearrange the talk.
LEITH HILL PLACE
‘What potent blood hath modest May’ said Ralph Emerson, and
looking at my garden and the wider countryside, I know exactly
what he means. Blossom is bursting from the buds and some
trees are showing their soft young leaves. The bluebells may
reach their peak by the beginning of the month but they pass the
baton on to the rhododendrons, which will be in their glory a
couple of weeks later.
Leith Hill is perfect for a day out in May. The Rhododendron Wood, originally
planted by Caroline Wedgwood in the nineteenth century, is a magnificent sight
in spring and is easily accessible from the Rhododendron Wood car park (RH5
6LU) offering walks through a variety of unusual shrubs and trees, including the
spectacular rhododendrons, some of which are the originals planted by Caroline.
Follow Caroline’s Walk and you will move out into an open field (which can be
muddy, so stout shoes or boots are recommended) with stunning views, leading
to Leith Hill Place itself. Here you can refresh yourself with hot drinks and
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