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Parish Letter—November 2016 

RECTOR’S LETTER 

“I waited for you to turn to me” 

November is the month of Remembrance. 

We start with All the Saints on the 1st November, All Souls 
on the 2nd, Guy Fawkes on the 5th   and then we remember 
our soldiers on the War Memorials on 11th November with 
Remembrance Sunday on 13th November.  

Towards the end of the month in the church calendar we 
celebrate ‘Christ the King’, when we are reminded that Jesus 
came into this world as God’s Son and was anointed and crowned with thorns to 
offer his life as a sacrifice for us on the cross, so that a kingdom could be born of 
Truth, Life, Justice, Love and Peace. Our world today so desperately needs a 
kingdom, where our world leaders talk truth, and where people of all faith and 
cultures can live in peace. What would be our part in all this I wonder? As 
Christians it is through our prayers, and our living relationship with God that we 
can make the difference. How we live our lives: giving time to God and showing 
love for our neighbour.  

We will also be remembering at the end of the month the first anniversary of the 
death of Revd Pattie Vigers who gave selflessly to these communities and her life 
to God. She is now at rest in that heavenly kingdom of Christ the king, where 
truth, justice and love abounds. For those of us still living our lives and 
remembering in the earthly kingdom our comfort is in allowing God to surround 
us with love and open our hearts to receive love in our lives. God is always with 
us, through our remembering, our times of sorrow and our times of joy if we only 
make the time.  

For your comfort I share with you a Reflection:  

A Letter from God 

When you awoke, I was there, waiting upon you. I wanted to share in your love. 

At breakfast you listened to the radio and rushed your breakfast. You had no time 
to speak to me. I waited but you did not turn to me. Though you travelled by rail 
you spent your time on your laptop and reading the news. You did not once give 
me a thought. 

And I waited for you to turn to me. 

During your work there were lots of small gaps. There was more time at lunch.  

But you did other things and had no time for me. 

Yet I waited for you to turn to me. 
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Church Reports and Notices 
At the end of the day you watched the television and played a game. 
 For a while you dosed before you had your last drink of the day.  

And I waited for you to turn to me. 
Now, I thought you will have time - just before you go to sleep. 
Instead, you read until you were tired. You worried about tomorrow and  
at last fell asleep. 

I will surround you with my love this night. I will wait for you 
tomorrow and if you do not remember I will be there the day after, 

I will wait until you tum to me. All my love, God.                                                                                                                      
Carol 

FROM THE REGISTERS:    NOVEMBER 2016 
Baptism 
We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 
18th September  Rocco Graziano Malagoni, St Michael’s 
25th September     Maisie Ella Jago, St Michael’s 
                                   Rosie Elizabeth Alexander, St Michael’s 
An amendment to the spelling of a baptism in the last Registers:  Hadley Layland 
Thomas Bird, was incorrectly spelt.  Leyland is the correct spelling, after 
Hadley’s grandfather, Canon Leyland Bird, Rector of Walton on the Hill. 

Marriage 
We send our congratulations to: 
17th September     Natalia Lubomirski and Nicholas Smith, St Michael’s  

Burial (Betchworth Burial Ground) 
We send our condolences to those who are bereaved at this time 
28th September Sandra Virginia Edwards, who died on 31st August 2016 
 aged 67, formerly of Woodside, Croydon.  

 

Maisie Ella Jago with  
parents Amy and Oliver           

Rosie Elizabeth Alexander 
with parents James and  
Georgina and Godparents.  Rocco Graziano 

Malagoni with parents 
Charlotte and Marco 
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Church Reports and Notices 

Date St. Michael’s Betchworth St. Mary’s Buckland 

6th  November 
3rd Sunday before 
Advent 
  

  
 
11am Parish Communion** 
  

  
9.30am Parish Communion  
 

13th November 
2nd  Sunday before 
Advent 
 
Remembrance 
Sunday 

 8am Holy Communion 
 
  
11am  Memorial Service** 
 (Meet in Church ) 
  

  
 
 
10:50am  Memorial Service 
(Meet at Memorial) 

20th November 
Christ the King 
Sunday next before 
Advent 

 
  
  
 
 
 
5pm  Choral Evensong 

 8am Holy Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
  

27th  November 
Advent Sunday 
 
  
  

 8am Holy Communion 
  
11am Parish Communion** 

 
 9.30am Parish Communion 
 
  

6pm UMG Joint Advent Service at 
St Bartholomew’s, Leigh 

4th December 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

 
 
11am Parish Communion** 

 9.30am Parish Communion 
 
  
  

 
NOVEMBER SERVICES AT ST. MICHAEL’S AND ST. MARY’S 

10.30am  Joint All Age  Toy Service  at St. Michael’s  
(gifts and vouchers received for Welcare) 

**     Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services.  
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INSTALLATION OF THE REVD CANON CAROL COSLETT, 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 

After the morning service on Sunday 18th September, a full coach-load of happy 
friends and family accompanied our Rector Carol to Southwark for her 
installation as Honorary Canon of the Cathedral. This took place as part of the 
ancient and beautiful service of Choral Evensong.  In a special ceremony, each 
of five new ordained and three lay Honorary Canons in turn was presented to the 
Bishop, received their institution and a blessing, and then was literally 
‘installed’, that is, led to the stall in the Cathedral Quire that is to be theirs. Carol 
told us afterwards that her stall bears the name of Charles Dickens. The liturgy, 
the ceremony, the beautiful music and stirring hymns, and the encouraging 
words of +Jonathan, Bishop of Croydon in his address, made this a joyful and 
inspiring occasion, for the new Canons, and for the church full of people there to 
support them. After the service, there was the opportunity to take photos - 
Carol’s clerical garb has only the minor change of a new stole, but we had the 
chance to admire and maybe covet the gorgeous scarlet mantles of the Honorary 
Lay Canons – followed by tea and cake. At the end of the journey home further 
sustained by rocky road biscuits, flapjacks and tea-cakes, we all gathered round 
to wish Carol well. Congratulations and blessings to Carol in her new office! 
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Church Reports and Notices 

REVIEW OF ANDREW CANTRILL’S RECITAL AT ST MICHAEL’S 

It is a good sign if you arrive at an organ recital to be told that you need to park in 
the overflow car park, but few of the deservedly large audience at Andrew 
Cantrill’s recital could have realised just what a treat was in store. 

In his opening remarks, Andrew explained that he had grown up in the area and 
knew St Michael’s church from his childhood; perhaps this went some way to 
explaining the extraordinary empathy he proceeded to show with the new Kenneth 
Tickell organ.   

The recital was distinguished throughout by the greatest clarity of articulation, 
perfectly realised on the organ’s mechanical action, and a kaleidoscopic range of 
colour, perfectly exploiting the blended choruses and solo voices of the instrument.    

The concert got under way with the Toccata Primi Toni of Traerup Sark, fizzing 
with jazzy rhythms and biting reeds. Staying in Scandinavia, three of the Seven 
Allegorical Pictures of Sverre Effestøl moved from poised impressionism through a 
quicksilver scherzo to a rumbustious clog dance, every change of mood perfectly 
captured and vividly brought to life.   

At the heart of the programme, the two Ciaconas of Diderik Buxtehude showed the 
wealth of voices of the Tickell organ as the music unfolded its stately logic, the 
Cymbelstern appearing for the first time to add sparkle to one of the variations. 

A wonderfully fresh reading of Grieg’s Wedding Day at Troldhaugen showed the 
orchestral capabilities of the instrument – how can just 26 stops conjure up such a 
varied range of colours? – before a sequence of French music brought the recital to 
sparkling conclusion, with the Boléro de Concert and Andante in F by Lefébure – 
Wely. 

And to close, the Finale from Guilmant’s First Sonata, the terrifying last pages 
holding no fears for the recitalist and the organ projecting every last detail in a 
glorious blaze of sound.  An outstanding recital. 

Mark Brafield 

 REIGATE DEANERY—HERE I AM, LORD 

A service of Wholeness and Healing, Sunday 20th November 2016, 5.30pm, at St 
John The Evangelist, Redhill 

…a time to gather and rest and worship in God’s presence, with an opportunity to 
receive prayer, anointing with oil and simply share the grace-filled communion and 
company of God’s people in bread and wine. 

ALL WELCOME 
For further details please contact Chris Elliott: phone 01737 244919 or email 
reigatedeanery@gmail.com 
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HARVEST MESSY CHURCH – BUCKLAND READING ROOM 

Did you miss ‘Messy Church’? (Sat 8th Oct) 

Well, it was Messy, but it was also a lot of fun, not just for the children present, 
but for the adults, the musicians, the puppeteer and our Revd Canon Carol who 
was ably assisted, among others, by Liz, Carol, Marion, Laura, Katherine and our 
story teller Katie. 

The theme, Harvest and supported by a lady Muppet with Rainbow hair and a boy 
Muppet with Pink hair, we sang Our God is a great big God also accompanied by 
music from the Puppeteer Stuart, with Martin on guitar and Tom on flute. 

With almost 30 children plus babies and parents creative fun began with designing 
sparkling leaves, rainbows, colourful lanterns, and shimmering fish. Strange 
insects and a sheep appeared with potato bodies and radish heads; bakers were 
forming dough and throughout we explored faith and harvest links with songs a 
story and a short prayer on the projected screen. Outside, traditional apple dunking 
was enthusiastically supported by Rector Carol and the young ‘bobbers’ – a 
tradition that reflects the ancient link between apples, new growth and a life 
without end. 

Our final Messy Church Samba song, following biscuits and mini doughnuts 
reminded: ‘It’s another Harvest festival’, when we bring our fruit and vegetables, 
‘cause we want to share the best of all the good things that we’ve been given.  ‘It’s 
another opportunity to be grateful for the food we eat, with a Samba celebration to 
say thank you to God the Father’ – Samba Harvest. We look forward to seeing you 
all next year. 

Tom Briscombe 

REVD CANON MOIRA ASTON WELCOMED AS ARCHDEACON OF 
REIGATE 

In the company of Bishop Jonathan, and the Asst Area Dean 
Revd Canon Carol Coslett, the Revd Canon Moira Aston was 
welcomed at St Mary’s Reigate to an Evening Service on 
Sunday 9th October. 

Over 100 Clergy and lay heard an address by the Archdeacon 
followed by a welcome by community representatives.  

Revd Andrew Cunnington. Reigate Area Dean took the 
reading and the Revd Canon Moira read the sermon with 
prayers led by Sue Mallinson, Lay Rep of Tandridge Deanery.  

A mountain of cakes and tea ensured that everyone was in full voice and that the 
Archdeacon was left in no doubt as to the standards of Church catering in this 
Archdeaconary. 

 Revd Canon Moira will be formally installed during Choral Evensong at 
Southwark Cathedral on 30th October. 

Tom Briscombe 
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PICTURE FRAMING 

 

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *  
* CANVAS PRINTING * 

  
* FREE COLLECTION * 

* AND DELIVERY SERVICE * 
 

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS 
CALL 01737 222424 

 

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE 
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk 

 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 
TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

Do you need child care? 

www.childminderbrockham.co.uk 

Kelly Neale 

01737 844891  
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NEWS FROM LUNGI SIERRA LEONE CHARITY 

Mel Evans gave us more information about the proposed Diagnostic Laboratory for 
the Lungi Area :- 

The project entails the purchase of a scanner to be used mainly for pregnancy, an 
Xray machine, a centrifuge for blood analysis, blood pressure bands etc. 

All hospitals whether private or government have a serious lack of equipment with 
which to function.  

The plan is to target the vulnerable group of under 5’s for whom we would like all 
diagnostic treatment to be free. Others would be charged at a basic affordable fee. 
At present time children are dying as parents take their children to hospital too late 
for treatment, usually because of the cost.  

The equipment would be purchased and sent to Lungi for immediate use at the 
Mahera Hospital. Lungii. The equipment would belong to the charity and only for 
the use of Dr Sesay at the Mahera Hospital, and Dr Yamba who works at the 
Government hospital.  

To assist this project St Mary’s and St Michael’s are proposing to make a donation 
from the Harvest and Charity money set aside.  

Further, when the container leaves for Sierra Leone in December with the 
equipment Melanie would like to fill the remaining container space with donated 
items. The need is for childrens’ story and information books, clothing, football 
boots, classroom equipment etc. If you have any items in these categories and are 
happy to give them please put them in the boxes in the churches.  

THANK YOU  

CHURCH COLLECTIONS 2016 
August: 
Collections  £606.89 
Donations and sales £72.94 
Total   £679.83 
(of which Gift Aided  £394.40) 
September: 
Collections  £930.22 
Donations and sales £197.12 
Total   £1127.34 
(of which Gift Aided  £619.90) 

Confetti. 
Our grateful thanks to all those people who have kindly saved their roses and 
other flower petals, enabling us to raise £232 from the sale of confetti in 2016. 
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DATE CHANCEL NAVE AISLES 

04-Nov Mrs Scotcher Mrs Wickens  Mrs Chalker 

Mrs Slot  Mrs Mitchell 

11-Nov Mrs Armitage Mrs Stow   

Mrs Hutton   

18-Nov Mrs North 
Mrs Hardy Mrs Ridley 

MrsForrest  Mrs Pruszynska 

25-Nov Mrs Ferrett Mrs Power   

Mrs Hollingworth   

02-Dec Mrs Scotcher Mrs Wickens Mrs Chalker 

Mrs Slot Mrs Mitchell 

CLEANING ROTA—NOVEMBER 2016 
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Get your ironing straight 
 
One offs or 
regular collection 
 
Call Mandy on 
(01737) 842988 

 ESTABLISHED 1865– OUR 150th YEAR! 
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Church Reports and Notices 

WHY GARDENER ALAN DIGS THE REAL ADVENT CALENDAR 

Alan Titchmarsh has welcomed the launch of the 2016 
Real Advent Calendar, describing it as ‘a great idea’. 
Each Real Advent Calendar comes with a free 28 page 
copy of the Christmas story in the box, 24 Fairtrade 
chocolates and sales of the calendar support charitable 
causes. David Marshall, from The Meaningful Chocolate 
Company which makes the calendars, said; “Three years 
ago we saw survey research which showed that 
knowledge of the Christmas story was fading. Among 5-

7 year olds, 36% didn’t know whose birthday was celebrated. Among adults, less 
than 12% knew the full nativity story. We launched The Real Advent Calendar 
hoping to help adults and children engage with the Christmas story for the full 24 
days of Advent.” This year the story is illustrated by award winning artist Alida 
Massari and includes activities and challenges. From the charitable donations, the 
calendar has helped equip a baby clinic in Kenya and supported charities such as 
Traidcraft Exchange and The Children’s Society. 

How to buy The Real Advent Calendar costs £3.99. Churches, schools and groups 
can buy direct from The Meaningful Chocolate Company by visiting the special 
website at www.realadvent.co.uk and take advantage of a free delivery offer. 
Retailers stocking include Tesco,Embrace, Traidcraft, Eden.co.uk, TLMTrading, , 
CLC Bookshops and a number of cathedrals. Details at www.realadvent.co.uk 

REIGATE DEANERY WORKSHOP DAY 

Saturday 5th November 10.00am – 1.00pm 
St Matthew’s School, Linkfield Lane, Redhill RH1 1JF 

‘Walking with God Day by Day’ 

Come and join us with our new Archdeacon Moira to explore how we can continue 
our journey with God throughout the busy week as parents, as workers, as retired, 
with modern technology, through illness and bereavement 

Join a workshop or two on subjects relevant to you: 

View a range of bible study and prayer aids in new or old media. 

For further details please contact Hilary Richardson (01737 766770), or David 
Keiller (01737 767012). 

Programme: 

10.00-10.15  Coffee and welcome 
10.15-10.30  Worship and introduction 
10.30-11.00  Keynote speaker: Archdeacon Moira Astin 
11.00-11.45  Workshop round 1 
11.45-12.05  Coffee break and time to view resources 
12.05-12.50  Workshop round 2 
12.50-13.00  Close 
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We offer an efficient personal service to 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners: 

* Routine Servicing * Overhauls * Restoration * 
* Full Coachwork Facilities * Storage * 

Carried out to the highest standard by our fully 
trained technicians 

 

Always a fine selection of  Chosen Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars for sale 

 

ADVICE IS FREE ~ JUST CALL 
Tel: 01737 844999 

Station Road, Betchworth, 
Surrey, RH3 7BZ 

www.royceservice.co.uk 
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Village Reports and Notices 

BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

The parish council is very pleased to welcome Marion Hallett 
who will be taking over as the new clerk. Prior to moving to 
Betchworth, Marion lived in London and worked as a PA in the 
private sector for a number of years. She is very fond of 
Betchworth and enjoys being part of the village community.  
Marion and her husband Tim have two young children who 
attend the local school. We will work together over the coming 
months and she will take over completely in the new year. 

The Public Access Defibrillator is finally installed at the Village Hall, with thanks 
to the British Heart Foundation grant scheme and the Village Hall Committee for 
covering the cost of the electrician. This was more complicated than expected and 
therefore more expensive but it is done now.  Julie Hardy has kindly agreed to 
check the PAD regularly – to add to her many other village commitments! 

The parish council is starting to consider its budget for next year. At the moment 
the reserves are in a good position. Are there any village improvement projects 
that you would like to see included in our plans? The council would be grateful 
for your ideas. 

Tree Wardens – every Parish should have one! The Parish Council has been asked 
to spread the word about the Surrey Tree Warden Network, which was set up by 
the Tree Council in the wake of the Great Hurricane. Its aim is finding and 
supporting volunteers in every parish and district in the country. Tree Warden 
activities include watching out for trees or woodland under threat of development, 
promoting planting schemes, gathering and sharing information about champion 
trees or trees with histories, and checking for tree diseases. To find out more visit 
the website www.surreytreewardens.org.uk or contact the membership secretary 
secretarystwn@gmail.com. 

Adria Kinloch 
clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk 

COFFEE MORNING 
On 29th September a joint coffee morning held by 
Atkinson House and Kenward Court raised over £600 for 
Macmillan Cancer Support.  Huge thanks to everyone 
involved in this most successful venture. 
Franzi Brignell 
Scheme Manager – Mole Valley 01737 844152 
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FARM DIARY 

Harvest was completed in late September. Quite late for us but the last crop was 
Spring sown beans. For some reason the moisture would not come down. I think it 
was because they were late sown and took longer to mature, and as it turns out in 
comparison with others ours are quite dry. The yield was very good, we think they 
weigh the same as wheat, so we just add up the trailer loads and work out the yield. 
We got around 88 ton from 50 acres, which is very good considering the wet 
spring, late sowing and late harvest. I'm told they will probably go for animal feed 
not human consumption, samples sent for testing show border line quality  

Overall harvest has been ok, no barn busting yields, in fact some have real 
disasters, mainly early crops, winter barley, oilseed rape and oats, but on the whole 
all yields were down, and incomes will be down. This explains the appearance (and 
they can be a bloody nuisance) of the over enthusiastic machinery sales man. I'm 
not sure many tractors are selling at the moment, but they all tell you they are 
rushed of their feet. It can waste a lot of time, so in the end we took delivery of two 
different makes of demonstrator tractor and put them through their paces. It's good 
to get them doing some field work to get a feel for what they are like.  

The Autumn sowing (drilling) has gone well, some fantastic seed beds were 
achieved, as crop establishment is so important to the plants future. A good seed 
bed makes for good establishment, slugs and weeds don't like it so perfect, fine 
seed beds help control slugs and the first herbicide goes on as soon as the seed is in 
the ground and works by stopping the weeds at the earliest growth stage possible. 
Having a strong clean crop going into winter is half the battle won. The oilseed 
rape is doing well, the main issue has been pests, slugs, flea beetle and of course 
pigeons. Weeds have been controlled early and the rape is now quite big and so 
shades out weeds. Again getting a nice big plant for winter is key. 

The cows are doing well, they have lots of grass and the not so small calves have a 
creep feed which is a concentrate pellet in a feeder the calves can only get into. The 
cows do try to get it but to no avail, you just have to keep your eyes open when 
filling it up, as you could get mugged for a bag of pellets! 

And now for, da da daa 'Moan of the month' 

It really upsets my hair dresser when he has spent a good few........ minutes styling 
my hair that I leave the shop by putting on my hat. I expect it also upsets a builder 
who has just laid some concrete and a cat walks through it that night, or the car 
valet who on completion of his work a low flying pigeon deposits a well aimed 
missile. So imagine my frustration when, on a freshly sown field of oats, which has 
also been rolled, and sprayed, a number of dogs just run around skidding about on 
it, chasing each other and totally disrespecting what someone has worked and 
worried about to achieve. I wonder how I can get my message across without being 
seen as grumpy. Well I call on the respectful dog walkers of Betchworth to maybe 
frown on and have a polite word with those who for that moment have forgotten to 
keep their dog on the footpath and just think about what is going on around them 
and under their feet. 

Thank you 
Martin 
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Small Ads 
A new complimentary health centre for Dorking and 
surrounding villages. Chiropractic, acupuncture, sports therapy, 
psychotherapy 01737 844659 www.tillowbarnhealth.co.uk 
Tillow Barn, Root Hill Lane, Brockham RH3 7AS 

BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS 

Do something amazing! Save a life this month! Blood donations can be given in 
the area as follows:- 

3RD November, 2016, 1400-16.30 and 17.30-20.00 at the Mobile unit, Dorking 
halls.  For further details ring 08457 711711 or visit www.blood.co.uk 

Feel free to bring foliage from your own garden and any non-natural trimmings 
of your choice. The session includes tea/coffee and mince pies, soup and a roll 
for lunch and your beautiful wreath to take home. £30 per person. To book, 
please call 0344 249 1895. 

It just wouldn’t be Christmas without music at Leith Hill Place and we invite you 
to come and experience the festive atmosphere on Friday 2, Saturday 3 and 
Sunday 4 December between 11.00am and 3.30pm. The house will be 
decorated in its Christmas finery and local choirs will be singing at different 
times throughout the day, so come and listen to your seasonal favourites, as well 
as joining in with carols by the fire. Mulled wine and mince pies will be available 
for a donation in the kitchen. No booking necessary. NT members free; normal 
admission charges apply for non-members. 

I will be writing more about the exciting new developments for 2017 in the 
February parish magazine. In the meantime, we are recruiting volunteers to join 
us when we open our doors again, so if you are interested in becoming part of a 
friendly team, email us on leithhillplace@nationaltrust.org.uk. We will be 
holding some open days in February but please do get in touch now as a first step. 

MUSIC IN DORKING - NOVEMBER 2016 
1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415 
815784 
2nd at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717 
6th at 7.30, Nutcracker ballet at Dorking Halls, £24-26, 01306 881717 
12th at 7.30, piano recital at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 740619 
12th at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s, £12, 01306 881821 
13th at 7.00, Remembrance Classics at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 
15th at 6.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717 
20th at 6.30, Dorking Choral Society at St Martin’s, £15, 07487 477052  
26th at 7.30, Dies Irae at Dorking Halls, £12-16, 01306 881717 
28th at 7.30, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717 
30th at 7.30, André Rieu screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 
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The half term holiday has just finished and we are now busy 
getting ready for all the end of term activities. 

P.E. and games are a strength of our school with children 
enjoying two hours of P.E. a week as well as being able to take 
part in our various after school activities. We also have school 
teams for boys and girls football, netball and rugby. Our school 
teams play in tournaments against other schools in the Dorking area, usually with a 
high level of success. The Government are keen to promote P.E. in school and have 
recently boosted our funding to enable us to organise inter school matches and to 
improve training for all teachers. 

This is always a busy term preparing for Christmas and especially so for FONDS – 
Friends of North Downs School (our PTA) who work tirelessly raising funds to 
provide resources for the school that cannot be met by our delegated budget. Their 
main fundraising event this term is our Christmas Fair on Friday 2nd December from 
3.00 – 5.30 p.m. at our  Brockham site. 

I would also like to say a big thank you to the members of FONDS for organising the 
‘Teas on the Green’ in September when we raised the fantastic sum of £800. Thank 
you to everyone who supported us at that event.  Your support at fundraising events 
is important to us and makes such a difference to all our children. 

Jane Douglass, Headteacher 
North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh Village 

BETCHWORTH’S FIRST EVER SAFARI SUPPER ALMOST SOLD OUT 

As many of you know, November 19 will be a historic day for Betchworth. For the 
first time in the village’s 1000 year recorded history, Betchworth will be holding a 
SAFARI SUPPER. 

A SAFARI SUPPER is a dinner party in which each course is prepared and eaten in 
the home of a different host. We already have some of the village’s greatest chefs 
ready to welcome you. 

SAFARI SUPPER guests will receive an email on the day telling you the house 
where your starter will be served at 7pm. You will get your main course destination 
after the starter and then everyone will gather at a final venue for pudding, cheese, 
coffee and wine. 

As well as raising money to stop St Michael’s Church from falling down, the aim of 
the event is to bring different people who may not have met before.  Each course is 
short and the evening is all about having fun and seeing a new side of the village. 

If you are interested in attending, hosting or would like any more information please 
email Rebeccalucypearson@me.com 

 Places are limited (we have nearly sold out). This is without doubt the hottest ticket 
in Betchworth since the 1972 Flower Festival. So please let us know if you are 
interested as soon as possible. 
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Local Reports and Notices 

A NEW OPERA HOUSE: A MAGICAL SETTING 

We are building a new opera house in a magical setting within striking distance of 
your parish. There are 100 pairs of free tickets to the 2017 festival.  

Just tell us your favourite opera and you will be included the ballot which will take 
place at the end of December. By entering the ballot www.grangeparkopera.co.uk/
ballot we will be able to invite you to tours of the house and garden.   

In less than two decades, Grange Park Opera has established itself as one of 
Europe’s leading opera festivals. In June 2017 the festival opens in a new opera 
house at West Horsley Place, a 350 acre estate, recently inherited by author 
Bamber Gascoigne from his aunt, the Duchess of Roxburghe.  

West Horsley Place is a Surrey demi-Eden: a glorious sprawling 15th century 
house surrounded by formal gardens with secret corners, aged trees, box hedges 
and a majestic crinkle crankle wall. Behind the house, an ancient orchard opens 
into a glade, the setting for our new opera house: The Theatre in the Woods.  

The creation of a four-tier opera house modelled on La Scala, Milan is probably 
the most thrilling thing happening in UK opera today. There is a miraculous pace 
to the building work: the foundations and orchestra pit are finished, the steel frame 
is rising, the roof goes on at the start of November. 

There will undoubtedly be a great fanfare when the  opera house opens on 
Thursday 8th June with Joseph Calleja in Tosca (Puccini). The festival also 
presents an evening with Bryn Terfel and performances of Die Walküre (Wagner) 
and Jenufa (Janacek). 

LEITH HILL PLACE 

Our season at Leith Hill Place is nearly over for another year. The 
arrival of Ralph Vaughan Williams’ composing piano, on which 
he created some of his most famous works, gave the house some 
good media coverage which boosted visitor numbers, so it has 
been a busy and enjoyable time for staff and volunteers at Leith 
Hill Place. Sadly for us, the house is mostly shut for the winter 
from Monday 31 October, not opening again until 23 March 
2017. We will be making good use of the time, however, getting 
the house ready for the coming season and for a stunning new 

exhibition. Watch this space. 

If you have not yet visited, however, there is still time: we have a couple of events 
to come after our regular open season ends.  

On Friday 25 and Saturday 26 November we are holding sessions of festive 
wreath making, from 10.30 until 1 o’clock. You will be shown all the stages of 
making a natural wreath, from creating the frame from birch and hazel wands to 
decorating it with the holly, ivy, fir and pine provided, all taken from Leith Hill. 
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SOUTH LONDON CONCERT BAND 

The South London Concert Band is based in Tooting but draws musicians from a 
wide area, including our own. Light music from films and shows is the band’s 
forte, together with some well-loved classics, and Betchworth audiences have 
enjoyed their selections on many occasions.  

We look forward to hearing them again in Betchworth Village War Memorial 
Hall on Saturday, November 26 at the invitation of Brockham Overseas Aid 
Committee.  Doors will open at 2.30pm for the 3pm performance.  Tickets cost £8 
at the door but can be ordered in advance at £7 from Ann Clinch (842866).    

Local Reports and Notices 

DORKING MUSEUM IN NOVEMBER 

Our current exhibition, “Dorking 1916”, focuses on the impact of the Great 
War on life in Dorking and the villages – central themes cover the effects on the 
great estates of the area and on the roles of women in society. 

As manpower grew scarce, women moved into new areas of work. They became 
postal workers, munitions workers, stationmasters and shop workers. The War 
Agricultural Service mobilised female labour in the fields.  The war changed what 
was thought acceptable or possible for women.   

Items on display include original scrapbooks from a nurse who served at the front, 
uniforms of the time, and a special feature on the Anstie Grange military hospital.  

Dorking Museum Gallery Talks: Dorking 1916, Thursday 10th November, 
6.30pm. Exhibition Manager  Kathy Ather ton talks about Dorking life in 
1916, the themes of change, and some of the individual stories from among more 
than 170 local men who died in 1916. The talk takes place at the Museum, tickets 
£5 on the door – includes a free glass of Prosecco.   

The Deepdene Trail: Visitors to the Museum can now take a ‘virtual reality tour’ 
of the Deepdene estate of 1825, the latest addition to our permanent exhibition. 
Follow the landscape from the lodges to the mansion and out around the gardens, 
as far as Betchworth Castle, controlling the screen by means of a games 
controller.  

The Museum also runs guided walks on the Deepdene Trail, including entry to the 
grade II* listed family mausoleum.  Details and bookings on the Museum website 
for walks of historic Dorking or Deepdene Trail tours – group bookings by 
appointment or special dates for individual bookings: next Deepdene Trail walk, 
10am on Saturday December 4th. 

Family Activity, Saturday 19th November: “William Mullins and 
Thanksgiving”.  Drop in between 2pm and 3.30pm.  Ideal for families with 
children up to age ten.   

The Museum is at 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS.  Visit 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries to admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or 
phone 01306 876591. 
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Village Reports and Notices 

PEBBLECOMBE W.I. 

What do animals do in winter?  This was the question about British wild life 
answered by our speaker Stuart Card, countryside warden for Horsham RDC and 
enthusiastic specialist in birds frequenting Warnham Nature Reserve.  A 
triggering mechanism in birds and animals warns them to migrate.   Birds which 
are temporarily caught and ringed can be traced and often fly to many different 
countries, covering huge distances. Animals like hedgehogs go into torpor and 
hibernation with the reduction in temperature and lack of light.   Even earthworms 
migrate, not on the scale of larger creatures but about six feet which to them is a 
great distance.   Small owls and raptors will congregate closely in old nest boxes 
to keep warm and massive numbers of birds use air conditioning vents on office 
buildings or huddle closely in large trees for warmth.   Animals store food and 
build up their body fat before hibernation, shrinking their internal organs and 
lowering their heartbeat to survive. 

HARVEST SUPPER 2016 

Betchworth held its Harvest Supper last Friday 7th October in the Village Hall. 

Over 100 residents of the village were treated to a wonderful supper and as always 
at this event, extremely good entertainment. 

Paul Longhurst  a magician who is a member of the Magic Circle(and who comes 
from Reigate) entertained us with close up magic tricks before supper and then 
later on stage with a very clever magic show. He was very good and very 
entertaining. If anyone would like Paul’s details  please just email me.  

As always there are lots of people to thank after such a wonderful event 

A huge thank you to John and Jeanette Foreman and their team, who provided us 
with a wonderful meal. To Paul Tanner, Ken Rokison and Camilla Peterkin for 
writing our entertainment this year and to those brave souls who stood on stage 
and entertained us. To those who helped Jeanette prepare the meal and who set up 
the hall on Friday morning. It looked wonderful. 

A huge thank you especially, to Charles and Julie Hardy for all their help in the  
weeks running up to the event and on the day, providing table plans, tickets, place 
names and lots more and of course where would we be without  Julie on the 
piano!! 

A great deal of effort goes into providing the Harvest Supper evening. If there is 
anyone in the village  who would like to be involved in the arrangements in 2018 
PLEASE let us know, we would welcome you with open arms, especially as none 
of the above are getting any younger!  It would be wonderful to have some help 
especially some new blood! 

Pam Armitage 
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Village Reports and Notices 

BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY AUTUMN LECTURE 

On 14th October Society members and guests who packed into the Buckland 
Reading Room were privileged and enchanted to hear an excellent presentation 
from the journalist and broadcaster Nicholas Owen on, “How to survive half a 
century in the media”. The title was something as an understatement as he began 
his career with the Surrey Mirror in 1964, in the print media. For almost an hour 
Nicholas revealed, in a clear and authoritative way to an enraptured audience, the 
extent of his enthusiasm for and dedication to reporting and broadcasting. Speaking 
without notes and with no repetition or hesitation, just clarity of expression, he 
covered his working life, including with the Financial Times and the Daily 
Telegraph, his switch to television and his time as the ITN Royal Correspondent 
and news anchor for ITN and the BBC, plus his work for radio. He provided 
insights and anecdotes about journalism and presenting; the people he had had the 
privilege of working with and for. There was also some well-earned advice for 
budding journalists and presenters about, among other things, not talking 
“informally” while still on air! He also spoke seriously about some of the 
difficulties of reporting on topics of great social tension and shared some of his 
experiences when working in the North East, covering industrial plant closures. He 
was emphatic about the need to take opportunities in life when they were 
presented, especially in journalism – if the door was open, go through it. Nicholas 
then answered questions from the audience, who would have been happy to spend 
another hour listening to him. Many thanks were given to Nicholas for an excellent 
evening and, while refreshments were served, members were given the chance to 
talk to Nicholas, who was pleased to sign copies of his autobiography. The evening 
raised £300 for one of Nicholas’s favourite charities, The Tadworth Children’s 
Trust. 

The Society’s next event is the Annual Dinner at Reigate Heath Golf club on 
Friday 25th November. 

Richard Worsley 

Many questions were asked about the lack of small birds and their song in recent 
years and the prevalence of pigeons and magpies in gardens   Mr. Stuart pointed 
out the usefulness of magpies in clearing the natural debris of dead animals and 
birds and asked that any winter quarters we might provide for hedgehogs be 
located in a warm dry area and not at the cold damp end of the garden, where wet 
conditions can kill.   We could have enjoyed a much longer discussion but time 
limitations (and a sudden power cut) brought an interesting evening to an abrupt 
end. 

The next meeting, comprising the AGM and a quiz will be at the Hamilton Room, 
Betchworth, 7.45 pm on Thursday 3rd November, with a craft afternoon on 
10th November.  

Pam Patch. 
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Local Reports and Notices 

MOLE VALLEY: THE NEW TEXAS? – FILM AND DISCUSSION 

The Green Room theatre in Dorking is the setting for a public 
meeting on 8 November at 7.30pm about oil exploration on 
Leith Hill in the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. Exploratory oil drilling is expected to start on the Hill 
near Dorking this winter, with 1,100 HGV movements through 
Dorking and onto Leith Hill causing disruption, and 
threatening damage to the water supply, the ancient sunken 
lanes, the wider landscape, and wildlife.  On 8 November, 
local community group A Voice for Leith Hill will be joined 

by Surrey-born film-maker Ian R Crane, for the Surrey premiere of his important 
documentary film “Voices from the Gasfields”, followed by questions and 
discussion.  Everyone is invited to attend.    

Leith Hill is just one of many sites in the South East where drilling is proposed.  
The “Gatwick Gusher” at nearby Horse Hill is set to start unconventional oil 
production. Brockham will have another new oil well.  Bletchingley near Redhill 
is exploring 3 new wells. And Albury, between Dorking and Guildford, has 
recently been given permission for a gas well.  The South of England could soon 
have thousands of oil and gas wells exploiting the largest onshore oil and gas 
reserve – according to the oil and gas companies carrying out exploration. 

Ian’s film explores the devastation caused by drilling in Queensland, Australia.  It 
shows the impact of multiple fracking wells through the testimony of farmers and 
residents who have had their soil, air, rivers, boreholes and livestock poisoned. 
The full title of the film "Voices from the Gasfields - it started with just one well" 
points to the relevance of the film to the UK and in particular, those areas in the 
south of England, now talking about the exploration and exploitation of both 
conventional & unconventional hydro-carbon resources. Ian, who worked in the 
international Oilfield Services industry with Schlumberger for almost twenty 
years, has also witnessed a worrying parallel in East Yorkshire with a fishing lake 
seriously damaged as a direct result of seismic testing by Rathlin Energy. 

"My aim is to let the victims of extreme energy production speak to the world," 
says the producer of the film, Ian Crane. "Those who have had their livelihoods 
destroyed are now dedicated to giving a direct warning to farmers and residents of 
targeted areas like the North Weald. The UK Government seem desperate to 
prove that shale gas and coal bed methane can save the British economy 
regardless of the direct threat to water supplies and the environment.” 

Venue: the Green Room Theatre behind Dorking Halls, Reigate Road, RH4 1SN. 

No booking required. Refreshments available. Donations welcome at the event 

For further information contact Lucy Barford 07825 348622/07801233582 
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DORKING CHORAL SOCIETY 

CHANGE OF TIME—The start time for Dorking Choral Society's concert, The 
Viennese Connection, on November 20th at St Martin's Church has changed from 
7.30 to 6.30pm. 

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience caused. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 

THE SHOP AT STROOD GREEN 

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY SHOP 

BONFIRE NIGHT 5TH NOVEMBER  (SHOP WILL CLOSE AT 4PM) 

Our busiest baking day of the year!! 

We are taking orders for rolls, baguettes etc. for Saturday 5th November. 

If you are planning to entertain that weekend, and need bread from us, it would 
help us hugely if you could order and pay in advance a few days before. We can 
then have it all supplied, baked and ready when you pop by on the day. 

And if your guests are staying over, and you want to treat them to freshly baked 
pastries in the morning, make sure those are ordered for the Sunday, so that we 
can bake enough. This will avoid any disappointment. 

Burgers and Sausages.  If you have not made plans for these, please consider the 
award-winning meats from A+R Baileys (Warnham, Sussex) that we stock in the 
bottom of our big chiller in the back of the shop. The feedback from customers is 
very positive indeed, so why not give them a try. We only have a limited number 
each week, so get there fast, or order from us a week in advance to ensure we 
have enough for you. 

We also stock pre-packed hot dog rolls and burger buns as an alternative to our 
freshly baked crusty rolls and baguettes. 

Christmas Stock  We are now all Chr istmassy with the most lovely food, 
cards, etc, for the festive season!  Please do come and have a browse as soon as 
you can, because we will not be reordering!  

Whether it is gifts, stocking fillers, tree decorations, hamper ideas, or some 
special foods to treat yourself for the big day, you will not be disappointed.  

We are using a specialist chocolate company for the first time......come and have a 
look at the selection!!  

For something different to go with a bottle of wine, you can purchase a 
‘Chocolate for Wine’ in its own little box that hooks over the bottle. Each one is 
specially selected and very delicious chocolate to suit various grape varieties. 
Fantastic and unusual idea!!! 

Local Reports and Notices 
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Local Reports and Notices 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

Samaritan’s Purse UK is a Christian relief and development 
organisation.  One of its major projects is Operation Christmas 
Child, which encourages individuals, schools and churches to fill 
shoe boxes with gifts suitable for girls and boys in three age 
brackets, 2-4, 5-9 and 10-14.  In recent years a local team has 
checked and sent over 30,000 boxes to places like Belarus, 
Montenegro, Ukraine and Zambia.  In 2016 checking will take 

place at Holy Trinity Church, Carlton Road, Redhill, from 14th to 25th November. 

If you would like to fill a shoe box, you can pick up a leaflet and a GO box (as an 
alternative to finding and gift-wrapping your own shoe box) at Betchworth post 
office.  The leaflet explains what items are suitable as gifts, which should be new. 
Further information is available on the internet – search for Operation Christmas 
Child – or contact Iris Pattison on 01737 842672.  If you gift-wrap your own shoe 
box, please ensure it can still be opened for checking, using a rubber band to secure 
the lid.  Drop off points for boxes are Reigate Community Centre behind the 
Methodist Church in Reigate High Street or Holy Trinity Church in Redhill.  If you 
are unable to travel, contact Iris who can arrange to take your box to the drop off 
point.  If you would like to help with checking and despatch in November at Holy 
Trinity Church, please contact Iris. 

Iris and Ian Pattison 01737 842672 

Annual dinner 

At Reigate Heath Golf Club 7:30 for 8pm 
Members and guests are invited to join us for a convivial evening in 

the in the relaxed surroundings of the club’s reception and dining 
rooms. This year, as last, we will be seated on the ground floor  

Please note change of previously advertised date 
Cost £30 pp 

Booking: please contact Fiona Brindley 01737 841005 or  
Email: betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com 

A date for your diary 

Christmas Drinks 
 

Sunday 18th December  

From 12 noon in Buckland Reading Room 
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BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY  

marks the Centenary of the Battle of the Somme with a concert "For The 
Fallen" at St Martin's Church, Dorking RH4 1UX on Saturday 12th November at 
7.30pm. Tickets £12 (£10 purchased in advance), £5 under 25s in full time 
education. Available from Pauline Whitehead 01306-881821: Maria Chadwick c/o 
Michael Frith, 40 South St, Dorking tel 01306-882728: 
online www.brockhamchoral.org/tickets. The programme will include music by the 
composers Assersohn, Britten, Elgar, Guest, Ireland as well as the Requiem of Saint 
Saens. We welcome our new Musical Director Patrick Barrett. The choir will be 
accompanied by soloists, organ and piano. 

INFORMATION ON INSPIRING VIEWS 

This summer you may have noticed some rather 
striking looking sculptures popping up along the 
Greensand Way. These distinct pieces of art are part 
of the Inspiring Views project delivered by Surrey 
Hills Arts. Funded through the Mittal Foundation, 
this project has worked with landowners to open up 
hidden views along the Greensand Way, improve 
access and commission artists to interpret the views 
through art, poetry and sound. 

Five sculptors and designers were commissioned to create sculptural benches at 
viewpoints along the Greensand Way at Gibbet Hill, Reynards Hill, Holmbury 
Hill, Winterfold and Hascombe Hill.  

Why not get out this autumn and see these beautiful benches. You can even go on 
the ‘Inspiring Views’ walk to take in a few, created by ifootpath, 
www.ifootpath.com 
www.inspiringviews.org 

BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB 
ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS WREATHS—17 NOVEMBER 2016 

We shall be making alternative Christmas wreaths by either reusing 
the previous month’s dried wreath ring/posy pad or a metal wreath 
ring with minimal decoration, or rings made from hazel or willow. 

See examples illustrated. 

All will be most welcome to our meeting starting at 7.15 for 7.30 pm 
at the Brockham Recreation Ground Pavilion.  For further details 
and list of requirements, contact Ann Meadows on 842934 


