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Parish Letter—September 2016
Dear All,
One of my favourite flowers is the Michaelmas daisy. It
flowers late August until early October, and provides colour
and warmth to gardens at a time when the majority of
flowers are coming to an end. It is also associated with the
celebration of the Feast of St Michael and All Angels,
Michaelmas, which falls on the 29th September. This festival
day falls at a time of year when autumn is approaching and
the days are shortening. St Michael is celebrated as a
protector from darkness and evil, just as the daisy fights
against the advancing gloom of Autumn and Winter. An old
saying goes:
“The Michaelmas Daisies, among dede weeds,
Bloom for St Michael's valorous deeds.
And seems the last of flowers that stood,
Till the feast of St. Simon and St. Jude.”
The feast of St Simon and St Jude, falls at the end of October ( 28 th) so the
season of Michaelmas is roughly in line with our Harvest and Celebration of
Creation time in our church calendar. It used to be said that harvest had to be
completed by Michaelmas, almost like the marking of the end of the productive
season and the beginning of the new cycle of farming. It was the time at which
new servants were hired or land was exchanged and debts were paid. This is how
it came to be for Michaelmas to be the time for electing magistrates and also the
beginning of legal and university terms. Some of our universities still call their
Autumn Term Michaelmas!
Traditionally, in the British Isles, a well fattened goose, fed on the stubble from
the fields after the harvest, is eaten to protect against financial need in the family
for the next year; and as the saying goes:
“Eat a goose on Michaelmas Day,
Want not for money all the year”.

Sometimes the day was also known as “Goose Day” and goose fairs were held.
Even now, the famous Nottingham Goose Fair is still held on or around the 3rd
of October. Part of the reason goose is eaten is that it was said that when Queen
Elizabeth I heard of the defeat of the Armada, she was dining on goose and
resolved to eat it on Michaelmas Day.
In our two villages we have had a lot to celebrate over the summer from
Ordinations, weddings, many baptisms, Teas on the Greens, croquet on the
Rectory Lawn and of course the fantastic Flower and Art Exhibition in
Buckland, The “Art of Nature”. These happy events bring us all together to
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celebrate and they are part of what makes up our community. They are also times
that build up our strength when we face times of sadness or dark days.
So as we approach the new season, and look forward to new horizons, the new
term for some, and new opportunities, may we all be encouraged to stand tall and
flower just as the Michaelmas daisy does in these Autumnal days.
And just so you can look forward to some events during Michaelmas look out
for:
8th -11th September Heritage Open Days
18th September 3pm Chor al Evensong in Southwar k Rector being installed
as an Honorary Canon of Southwark Cathedral.
24th September 7.30pm Reigate Deaner y Quiz Night St Matthew’s Church
Hall
1st October 4pm Organ Recital St Michael’s
2nd October 10.30 Harvest Festival St Michael’s
7th October 7.30pm Harvest Supper Betchworth Village Hall
8th October 10.30-12.30 Harvest Messy Church Reading Room
9th October 10.30 Harvest Festival + Lunch St Mary’s and Reading Room
Happy Michaelmas
Carol

DOWNSVALE Nursing Home

NEXT ORGAN RECITAL AT ST MICHAEL'S
On Saturday 1 October at 4.00 pm, Andrew Cantrill, will give the next Organ
Recital on our new Kenneth Tickell organ. Andrew is one of the UK’s most
experienced and versatile church musicians. His career has taken him to three
continents, working in schools, churches and cathedrals, and he has appeared in
some of the world’s most prestigious venues as conductor, organist and singer.
Andrew has held cathedral positions in New Zealand at Wellington and the
United States at Buffalo, and is now Organist of The Royal Hospital School,
Holbrook, Suffolk. He played the old Betchworth organ as a teenager when he
was still a pupil at Reigate Grammar School. Admission: £12 (Under 14s: £8)
(includes glass of wine/soft drink). Tickets available from: 01737 843498 or
[http://]betchworthchurchmusic@hotmail.co.uk or on the door on the day.
Melvin Hughes

Specialised, Professional Care
within a Homely Atmosphere
Downsvale is a Nursing Home set
in beautiful grounds with views to
Boxhill. The home offers those
seeking residence a friendly and
comfortable environment with 24
hour qualified nursing care.

Telephone:
Email:
Website:
Address:

ZOE UNDERWOOD
PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR

CHURCH COLLECTIONS JULY
Collections £983.41
Donations and sales £159.58
Total £1142.99
(of which Gift Aided £857.25)

Parish Magazine

01306 887652/883157
wendy@monarchcareltd.com
www.downsvale.co.uk
6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1PT

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service
Please call 07876 572624
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September Services at St Michael’s & St Mary’s

Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch

Date

St Michael’s, Betchworth

th

4 September
15th Sunday After
Trinity

20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB

St Mary’s, Buckland
8.00am Holy Communion
(BCP)
9:30am Parish Communion

Tel: 01737 8 44916
Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

11:00am Joint Parish Communion at St Michael’s **
11th September
16th Sunday After
Trinity

8.00am Holy Communion
(BCP)

9.30am Parish Communion

11.00am Matins**
18th September
17th Sunday After
Trinity

8.00am Holy Communion
(BCP)
10.30am Joint Family Service & Baptism at St. Michael’s**

Funeral Directors &
Monumental Masons

SHERLOCK FUNERAL SERVICE
Family business
established over 100 years

TRELLIS HOUSE, 190 SOUTH
STREET, DORKING RH4 2ES
T el: 01306 882266
E-mail: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

3pm Choral Evensong, Southwark Cathedral
25th September
18th Sunday After
Trinity
St Michael and
All Angels
2nd October
19th Sunday After
Trinity

8.00am Holy Communion
(BCP)

9.30am Parish Communion

11.00am Parish
Communion & Baptisms**
8.00am Holy Communion
(BCP)
10:30am Joint Harvest All Age Communion
at St. Michael’s**

** Coffee/Tea served afterwards
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FROM THE REGISTERS: SEPTEMBER 2016
Baptisms
We welcome into the Lord’s Family
24th July
Abigail Louise O’Hare, St Michael’s
Freya Molly Jane Atkins, St Michael’s
31st July
Maximus Alexander Maidment, St Michael’s
Alfred James Boyle, St Michael’s
Funerals
11th August
Malcolm William Denton who died on the 30th July 2016 aged
78 latterly of Lorian Drive, Reigate
.
May he rest in peace and rise in Glory
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HARVEST FESTIVAL - GIFTS PLEA
I know that this must sound terrible as I'm
about to be prescriptive about harvest gifts and
everyone is always so generous. However, we
do try to give gifts to those people who have
been bereaved and are ill and find that what
has been well received have been plants and
sweets. The schools ar e ver y good at
collecting foodstuffs which we then send to
Welcare but we do like to remember people in
our community at this time as well. If anyone
would like to donate fresh produce for
decorating the church this would also be most welcome. This can be left in the
porch or by the font on Friday 30th September.
This year's Harvest Festival will take place at 10:30am on Sunday 2nd October.
Many thanks.
Linda Slater

DATE
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02-Sept

Mrs Hardy

09-Sept

Mrs North

16-Sept

Mrs Armitage

23-Sept

Mrs Forrest

30-Sept

Mrs Hardy

07 –Oct

Mrs North

Parish Magazine

CLEANING ROTA - SEPTEMBER 2016
NAVE
AISLES
Mrs Wickens
Mrs Slot
Mrs Ferrett

Mrs Chalker

Mrs Ridley

Mrs Mitchell

Mrs Hollingworth
Mrs Scotcher

Mrs Stow

Mrs Power

Mrs Hutton

Mrs Pruszynska

Mrs Wickens
Mrs Slot
Mrs Scotcher

Mrs Chalker

Mrs Hollingworth

Mrs Mitchell

5

Betchworth - September 2016

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

Come and Celebrate
HARVEST
FESTIVAL
At
St. Michael’s and St. Mary’s

PICTURE FRAMING

T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *
* CANVAS PRINTING *

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm

* FREE COLLECTION *
* AND DELIVERY SERVICE *

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS
CALL 01737 222424

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk

Te l 01737 843533

Sunday 2nd September 10:30am
Joint All Age Harvest Festival, Betchworth

B. Blake
Builder and Decorator

Sunday 9th October 10:30am
Harvest Parish Communion, Buckland + Harvest Lunch

For all aspects of building,
decorating and property
maintenance
Call for free estimates
TEL 01293 776218 MOB 07776131611

Please bring fresh produce, small plants for gifts and tins/dried goods which will
be distributed to Welcare, YWCA and the elderly in the villages.
Collections in services will go towards
Farm Community Network and
Harvest Overseas Aid Project

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

Betchworth Harvest Supper

Friday 7th October * 7:30pm * Betchworth Village Hall
Adult tickets £15 (parish residents over 16 & electoral roll members)
Available from Julie Hardy on 843327 and Pam Armitage in church

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

Do you need child care?

St. Mary’s Harvest Parish Communion
Sunday 9th October at 10:30am

www.childminderbrockham.co.uk

Followed by a Harvest Lunch in the Reading Room

Kelly Neale

Adults - £6, Under 16’s - £3
Available from Carol Leeds on 247399

01737 844891
Parish Magazine
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Reigate Deanery Workshop Day

Chris
Long

Saturday 5th November 2016
10.00am – 1.00pm
St Matthew’s School, Linkfield Lane, Redhill

Walking with God Day by Day





GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811

Come and join us for the opportunity to explore how we can continue our
journey with God throughout the busy week
As parents
As commuters
As retired
With modern technology
Through illness and bereavement
View the variety of bible study and prayer aids available in different media.
Further details available in September.
Please contact Hilary Richardson, 01737 766770,
or David Keiller, 01737 767012 for further information in the interim.
Draft programme for the day

Barrie 07710 328848
E: info@bc-carpentry.co.uk
W: bc-carpentry.co.uk
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To

Activity

10.00

10.15

Coffee

10.15

10.30

Welcome, worship and introduction

10.30

11.00

Keynote Speaker

11.00

11.45

Workshop round 1

11.45

12.05

Coffee break and view resources

12.05

12.50

Workshop round 2

12.50

13.00

Close and dismissal

Parish Magazine

7

Betchworth - September 2016

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

Harvest Messy Church
Children’s Harvest Themed
Activities on Saturday 8th
October 10.30am – 12.30pm
at The Reading Room,
Buckland
Crafts, Games, Music and more!
Suitable for children 3-12 years old
(accompanied by an adult)
Contact Rector on 01737 842102

PIT YOUR WITS AGAINST OUR QUIZMASTER AT

Get your ironing straight
One offs or
regular collection
For an efficient and reliable service
carried out by professionals

Call Mandy on
(01737) 842988

DOMESTIC – COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL
Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating
Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting
Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work

For Free Advice and Estimates call:
01737 843844 or 07850 563091

REIGATE DEANERY QUIZ NIGHT
24th September 2016, St Matthew’s Church Hall ,Fish and chip
supper
cost: £7.50 time: 7.30pm
Teams of six (don’t worry if you can’t make six – we will help
you on the night)
Please send numbers and cheques, made payable to Reigate Deanery, to Christine
Elliott at 2 Wray Lane, Reigate RH2 0HS no later than 10th September 2016
SEE BETCHWORTH FROM THE TOWER AND TRY RINGING A BELL
An opportunity to look down on your friends! As part of the Heritage Open Days
event, the tower of St Michael’s Church will be open from 10.00 to 17.00 on the
Saturday. Visitors will be able to go right up to the roof (weather permitting, of
course) through the ringing chamber and the bell chamber to admire the view
across the village to the North Downs.
Access to the ringing chamber is via a stone spiral staircase with rather low
headroom – so mind your head! Then there’s a fixed stepladder to the bell
chamber, where there’s just room to stand round the bell frame with its eight bells.
Put your fingers in your ears as a bellringer turns over the tenor bell in the centre
of the frame. From the bell chamber there’s a short fixed ladder to the hatchway
onto the flat roof.

Parish Magazine
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Because of the limited space in the tower, visitor numbers are limited to twenty at
any time. Children under 12 must be accompanied by a responsible adult, and must
be over 1.2 m (4 ft) tall to climb the ladders. And all visitors should wear
appropriate clothing and shoes if they want to visit the bell chamber and roof –
trailing scarves or loose sandals could be dangerous on ladders.
On the Sunday afternoon there will be regular bellringing demonstrations in the
ringing chamber, with the opportunity for visitors to try ringing a bell – although
the bells are heavy, you don’t have to be big and strong to ring them: anyone can
learn to be a bellringer provided they are over 12 years old and can count up to
eight.
In the church there will be a small exhibition about the bells and their history,
together with details about the church in medieval times. You can see this in the
church on all four Heritage Open Days (Thursday to Sunday). And on Saturday
and Sunday there will be refreshments available.

FREE BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION
HEARTSTART TRAINING
22ND SEPTEMBER, AT 7PM AT THE VILLAGE
HALL
With our new defibrillator planned to be installed soon at the Village Hall, there
will be another opportunity to attend a Heartstart course and learn how to use it.
The course will last 2 hours and includes:







approaching and assessing a possible casualty ;
placing the casualty into the recovery position;
carrying out Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR);
what to do if someone is choking, or suffering a serious bleed;
the difference between a Heart Attack and Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA);
how an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is used and how
important early use of an AED can be.
The course will incorporate computer presentation with videos and you will have
the chance to participate in practising some of these skills under guidance from
the trainers.
Please let me know if you would like to attend – the course can only
accommodate up to 20 people so we need to know numbers in advance.
Adria Kinloch, Clerk, Betchworth Parish Council
clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk
0785 861 7253
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PARISH COUNCIL – SEPTEMBER
This month’s article has a highways and byways theme as various road and
transport -related issues are claiming a big chunk of parish council attention at
the moment.
An earlier article this year covered the frustrating delays in resurfacing work on
Pebblehill. In a recent meeting we were assured by Surrey Highways that the
drainage issues both below the station, which has caused the road surface to
break up, and further up the hill would now be dealt with. The traffic calming
measures involving road markings will also be done now, although this means
they will have to be done again once the road is resurfaced. There’s no indication
when that will be, but we will keep asking.

We offer an efficient personal service to
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners:

* Routine Servicing * Overhauls * Restoration *
* Full Coachwork Facilities * Storage *

Last year responsibility for cutting of road verges was handed over from Surrey
Highways to Mole Valley, and the contractor used also changed. Things have not
gone smoothly and after a first cut early this spring, the second cut in rural areas
was delayed by the drainage work on the A24 and many verges were several feet
high before they were dealt with. This has now largely been done, but if there are
road verges which have been missed, or not done well, please do let me know
about it, so I can report them to Mole Valley. The contract specifies that verges
should be cut a metre depth, and street signs strimmed around afterwards. Is this
always happening?

Carried out to the highest standard by our fully
trained technicians
Always a fine selection of Chosen Rolls-Royce
and Bentley motor cars for sale
ADVICE IS FREE ~ JUST CALL
Tel: 01737 844999
Station Road, Betchworth,
Surrey, RH3 7BZ

www.royceservice.co.uk

The announcement of a Surrey County Council initiative called ‘Pavement
Horizon’ a few months ago caused us great excitement as the Parish Council has
been trying to get the poor condition of the pavements in The Street improved for
many years. After putting in a detailed report and gaining the support of our
county councillor, we saw with delight the inclusion of ‘The Street’ in the work
list. Sadly however it appears to be another ‘The Street’ entirely, as there are
many in Mole Valley. It is now clear that the project is focussing on urban
pavements which have greater footfall, and we will need to continue to campaign
to have our ‘The Street’ considered in a future work list.
Additional road warning signs have now been promised on the approaches to
Atkinson House on Old Reigate Road, to remind drivers to use consideration to
the elderly and disabled people who live there. We hope that the road markings,
very worn, can also be renewed.

But it is not only drivers who could be more considerate. Cyclists – often going
quite fast – are being spotted frequently on the school path.
This path is used by many pedestrians, including small children
at the nursery and school and their parents, and several
collisions have been narrowly avoided. Sadly some of these
cyclists are local and should know better. There is a sign at
each end of the path indicating it is not to be used by cyclists,
and we wonder if some people have forgotten their Highway
Code. Red circular signs tell you what you must not do!
Adria Kinloch
clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk
Parish Magazine

10

Betchworth - September 2016

Parish Magazine

23

Betchworth - September 2016

Local Services

Village Reports and Notices
THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in Betchworth &
Buckland
Autumn Lecture 2016Friday 14th October at 8pm in Buckland Reading Room
Nicholas Owen - “How to survive half a century in the media”
Nicholas has lived in Reigate, for most of his life. His career has been national and
international. His insights into the work of the media and the “corridors of power”
promise to be both enlightening and entertaining!
Entrance is free but donations to the Society will be appreciated. Refreshments
will be served after the lecture. To reserve a place please call Debbie Jones on
01737 845514 or email betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com
Nicholas’ career has spanned print media, including the Daily Telegraph and
Financial Times, radio, as a presenter for Classic FM and television. He was ITV’s
Royal Correspondent and is a news anchor for the BBC. If you have any questions
about the media and how it works, this is your chance to ask!
BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB – 15 SEPTEMBER 2016
DECORATING A PUMPKIN
Our meeting in September is a workshop with Vikki (from Something
Special) on decorating a pumpkin with harvest or Halloween in mind.
Details are to follow but you will need a small cleaned out pumpkin
already prepared.
Do come along and enjoy a fun evening. Contact: Ann Meadows on 842934
The Parish Magazine Committee would like to thank Brockham Flower Club for
their kind donation again this year.
NEW NUMBER FOR POWER CUTS
On 6th September a new national phone number “105” will be launched by
electricity network operators for customers to call should they need to report or get
information about a power cut in their area.
Key points to note about this service are:
·
Dialling 105 will put customers through to their local electricity network
operator – the company that manages the cables, power lines and
substations that deliver electricity into homes and businesses in their area.
·
105 is just one of the ways that customers can contact their electricity
network operator. They can also contact them by phone or via their
website, and most network operators are on social media too.
·
105 is a free service for people in England, Scotland and Wales.
·
Customers can call 105 no matter who they choose to buy electricity
from.
·
Customers can also call 105 if they spot damage to electricity power lines
and substations that could put anyone in danger. If there’s a serious
immediate risk, they should call the emergency services too.
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URGENT APPEAL FOR HOMES
We are an animal charity seeking homes for the many unwanted
cats, kittens and dogs that come into our care.
Bertie is 7/8 months old . He was found in a box in a park. He is
very talkative and loves attention. He likes to follow people around
& loves to play with toys . He is also used to other cats. If you can
offer a loving home please call 01737 843166 (Evenings after 7pm)
or anytime on 07918 056196)
BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS
Do something amazing! Save a life this month! Blood donations can be given in
the area as follows:Wednesday 7th September, 2016, 1400-16.30 and 17.30-20.00 at the Mobile
unit, Dorking halls.
For further details ring 08457 711711 or visit www.blood.co.uk
JOKE FOR SEPTEMBER
Solly was waiting for a train, when a stranger approached him and asked him the
time. Solly ignored him completely, and the stranger repeated the question – only
to be ignored again.
The stranger, justifiably annoyed, said: ‘Look here. It’s a perfectly reasonable
request. I only want to know the time. Nothing else. Why on earth won’t you tell
me?’
‘Now you listen to me’ said Solly. ‘I’m standing here waiting for the train. I am
minding my own business. Then you, a perfect stranger, come up to me and want
to know the time.
So maybe I tell you the time. Then what? We get into talking, and pretty soon you
say to me: ‘how about a drink while we’re waiting for the train? So we have a
drink.
After that, maybe we have some more drinks. Then you sit with me on the train
and when we get to town, I invite you up to my house for a bite to eat.
So we go to my house. We are having something to eat when my daughter, who is
aged nineteen and very pretty, comes into the room. You like her, and she likes
you.
Pretty soon, you get married. And I don’t want a son-in-law who can’t afford a
watch. So I don’t tell you the time. It is simple’

Local Ads
TILLOW BARN HEALTH AND WELLBEING
A new complementary health centre for Dorking and surrounding villages.
Chiropractic, acupuncture, sports therapy, psychotherapy. 01737 844659l
www.tillowbarnhealth.co.uk
Tillow Barn, Roothill Lane, Brockham RH3 7AS

Parish Magazine

20

Betchworth - September 2016

NORTHDOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Once more we are back at the beginning of a new school year. We have been
joined by 60 children in our two Reception classes at Betchworth and Brockham
plus the children who have joined other classes throughout the school. Some have
joined us from local Infant schools, others have moved into the area from further
afield. Miss Winslade has formally begun her maternity leave, with Mrs Tubb
covering during her absence, and Mrs Bradby is now a permanent member of our
teaching team. A very big welcome to all our new pupils and staff!
Our Open Mornings at Brockham and Betchworth will be in early November. If
you know anyone who has a child due to start school in September 2017, or who
will be transferring from a local Infant school, please tell them to look for details
on our school website. I am always happy to show prospective parents round our
school sites, so if you are unable to make the November dates please give me a
call and we will arrange an appointment.
All information about our school, including newsletters, photos of activities and
information about what we teach can be found on our school website. Please do
take the time to look at our website – we have many photos in the gallery of our
activities from this last school year - and find out what goes on at our school.
Jane Douglass, Headteacher
North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh
Village
IT HAS ARRIVED !!
Yes it has arrived and it is sitting on the forecourt at BROOME PARK. A superb
single occupancy wheelchair vehicle ....it is in excellent condition having only
done 1165 miles although it is five years old....it could not be better
I have said it before and I will say it again ....The villages deserve a huge round of
applause.When you think of it we only started fundraising for the vehicle in
December last year when the Buckland and Betchworth Choral Society allowed us
their retiring collection at the end of their concert. That started us off, followed by
the Bridge afternoon and a wonderful donation from the United Charities.
There is a small amount we still need to raise so we are going to have another
Bridge afternoon on the 22nd November and fingers crossed if that is as successful
as the last one we will be home and dry with the funds. It was used the very next
day after we took delivery and has been used everyday since! All in all it has been
an amazing effort.
THANK YOU!
Gaye Wickens
FOBP
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FARM DIARY
Harvest, here we go again!
Trying to work out if the weather man or woman is making an educated guess or
just guessing keeps me guessing! I now just look at surface pressure charts to work
out whether we are going to get a high or low, high is dry (mainly) and low is wet,
iso bars for wind and more and more. I keep trying to find out where the jet stream
is, a crystal ball, some moss and a pine cone are also handy!
People are sharing their harvest experiences on the web which is very useful as
this gives you some idea of where you are in your harvest, quality, progress and
yield averages. France I understand has had a wet harvest so far, they are the
largest wheat grower in Europe and fifth largest in the world, so seeing as we are
neighbours this may help our prices out
It’s funny how more and more detailed the harvest gets each year in the farming
press. I can now log on to Facebook, have a Twitter, look at a forum, give a
comment, put it on YouTube, and after all that serious stuff, get chased by trolls
and kill a Pokemon!
We have a new moisture meter for the grain sampling which cost a lot of money
but is very accurate. We compared it to our old one with the same samples and it
was out by some margin. It is very annoying to do some maths and work out the
cost of being say 15.5% instead of 15% on a sample of grain. Just so you can see
some of the frustration involved - half a percent out on one tonne of wheat equates
to 5 Kg of moisture or water. If you get a penalty of say £2 per half a percent, on a
29 tonne lorry that comes to £58 per lorry. Last harvest we had a lot of lorries
come and go,so it would soon add up. Also who is going argue over it! If you say
'OK don't b….y have it, bring it back to the farm' that will cost around £6/ tonne
for transport back. At least think of this, where ever it does end up, some places
can take 2 to 300 lorries a day, now do some maths at £58 per Lorry and see how
much the buyer can deduct!
Our barley has all been cut and in the barn, the straw bales collected. This ground
will now go into winter oilseed rape, which needs to be sown by the end of
August. We have tried cutting oats at Snowerhill, but they are still too green. The
grain is dry, just the straw is very green, which makes it hard to combine as the
grain does not want to be separated from the straw. As the straw is thrown out the
back of the combine you would lose a lot of grain, so we moved on to some wheat
on the common field on the 13th August, which turned out to be a good move, as
the wheat is worth more and is just right for harvesting. The quality looks good so
fingers crossed it passes the tests for bread wheat. Bread wheat is worth £25/ tonne
more that lower quality feed wheat, so on a 4 tonne an acre crop that's an extra
£100/acre, which would cover the cost of the fertiliser.
I don't need to tell you that the weather is a funny old thing, but most farmers are
talking about how far behind some crops are, especially the early ones, winter
barley and winter rape. Rape and barley are normally cut mid July onwards and
done before the end of July, this year rape and barley are being cut up to mid
August. I think this is down to the cold wet May and June, the soil didn't warm up
and things just lay dormant.

Parish Magazine

14

Betchworth - September 2016

changed, and about our local Dorking hens.
The Museum will be open for Heritage Open Days (September 8th to 11th). Free
Museum entry 8th-10th September, 10am-4pm, no booking required. Saturday
10th, 12-4pm: a special opportunity to see the Museum’s amazing fossil display,
the Ashcombe Collection, not normally on display to the public.
The Museum is also offering historic town walks on 8th and 9th, a kids’ town trail
on 10th and Deepdene Trail walks on 11th (details and booking through
www.heritageopendays.org.uk).
Dorking
Museum,
62
West
Street,
Dorking
RH4
1BS
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries to admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or
01306 876591.
DORKING CHORAL SOCIETY
invite you to join them at the start of what promises to be an exciting new season.
The new term starts on Wednesday 7th September. They rehearse at Powell
Corderoy School, Longfield Rd, Dorking from 7.45 to 9.45, and can often be found
afterwards in a local pub. This is a non-auditioned choir; all you need to join is a
love of singing and a commitment to practising for improvement. There will
always be someone ready to help you if you need it.
The choir’s new musical director, Richard Wilberforce, brings a wonderful sense
of enjoyment to rehearsals. He comes with a wealth of experience as a conductor,
having worked with the National Youth Choir, the Exon Singers, the Halle Youth
Choir, and the BBC Symphony Chorus among others, and also as an operatic
singer (countertenor). Richard is a natural teacher, patient and encouraging with
just the right degree of challenge. He has high aspirations for Dorking Choral
Society, and the choir is confident that it will go from strength to strength under his
expert guidance.
COME AND SING
The Society will be hosting a “Come and Sing” event as part of the Mole Valley
Arts Alive Festival in October, and invites anyone with an interest in choral
singing to come along, regardless of experience. It promises to be a treat not to be
missed!
The singers will be tackling MASS IN BLUE, the exhilar ating J azz Mass by
Will Todd. Richard Wilberforce will lead the group through this exciting piece,
supported by a jazz accompanist and a soprano soloist, culminating in an informal
sing-though at the end of the day.
VENUE: United Reformed Church, West Street, Dorking
DAY: Saturday 8th October 2016
TIME: 10.00 am - 5.30 pm. Bring your own lunch; tea/coffee and biscuits/cake
provided. Cost: £15
For further information see dorkingchoralsociety.org
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Village Reports and Notices

Local Reports and Notices
LEITH HILL PLACE
We are enjoying a busy summer and are currently hosting an art exhibition in the
upstairs Drawing Room, displaying works inspired by Leith Hill, an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty threatened by oil drilling. The exhibition continues
until the house closes for the season on Sunday 30 October. Entry to the exhibition
is free but normal admission applies (NAA) for visitors who are not members of
the National Trust.
On Sunday 4 September from 2pm to 3pm Kriss Russman and Anthony Murphy
will give a fascinating talk about George Butterworth, a contemporary of Ralph
Vaughan Williams, killed in the First World War. Tickets £5. NAA. Booking
advisable.
Saturday 10 September is Heritage Open Day, giving free entry to Leith Hill Place
from 11am to 5pm, last entry 4.30pm. Music will be played throughout the day,
some performed on the Broadwood piano upon which Vaughan Williams
composed his most famous works.
On Wednesday 14 September from 2.30 to 4pm we present a recital with a
difference. Join David Owen Norris, eminent pianist, broadcaster, composer, and
critic for an entertaining and informative afternoon. Tickets £22; cream tea
included. Booking necessary.
‘Jingle Ring’, our popular family music session is back on Saturday 17 September
at 2.30pm. Children and their parents are welcome to join in the fun, using toys,
percussion and dance. No booking necessary. Music session free; NAA.
Donations welcome.
On Sunday 18 September at 1.45 and 3.15pm, local historian Patrick Newberry
gives an engaging insight into the origins of Leith Hill Place and its folly, Leith
Hill Tower. No booking necessary. Talk is free; NAA. Donations welcome.
To book any of the above, please phone 0844 2491895 or go to our website
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/leithhillplaceevents.
DORKING MUSEUM IN SEPTEMBER
Our special exhibition space is currently featuring a unique collection of
children’s artwork. “Take Part Art” is an art project for local children run by the
Museum and supported by the Dorking Decorative Arts and Fine Arts Society
(DDFAS). This fascinating display of local creativity is on view in the Museum
until September 24th.
Our next special exhibition, opening on September 29th, is “Dorking 1916”. The
third of our special Home Front exhibitions commemorating the centenary of the
Great War highlights the impact on the big houses and estates of the area and
explores the changing role of women in wartime.
Our Family Activity on Saturday 17th September is “Farming in Dorking”.
Investigate old objects in the museum and old maps. Find out how farming has
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The cows are just being cows this time of year, eating and generally lounging
around. Checking the cows in the morning is the best part of the day, you get the
odd problem, one in the river, one in a wood, but generally they behave
themselves. I think the bulls have done their job. Some mornings you can see they
are just outside the herd in the field. They don't look interested anymore in the
cows, but the main thing is they are all happy, what more could you want on a
nice morning lying on the 'Chimney Pots' taking in the view.
I would like to thank those dog walkers who took notice of our 'Polite Notice'
with regard to dogs running in and flattening the wheat on the common field. I
think 99.9% of people are very good anyway, it's just the odd person, possibly
passing through, that don't give two hoots,
Thank you.
Martin
If you are over 55 and live in the Mole Valley
area, you can use Age Concern’s free computer
courses based in either Dorking or
Leatherhead.
The course runs once a week for 6-8 weeks
with the option of additional weeks to reinforce and build on what you’ve learned.
Topics covered will include: browsing on the internet, basic keyboard and mouse
skills, using an iPad/tablet, setting up and using your own email or Skype
accounts and how to shop on the internet as well.
Those who already own a laptop or an iPad/tablet are encouraged to bring that to
learn on but computers will be provided as well – it’s up to you!
We are also looking for volunteer help with our Dorking courses on Mondays,
Thursdays and Fridays between the hours of 10.15 am to 2.15 pm. If you have
basic skills in tablet and computer use, have clear communication skills and a
friendly and patient personality, then please contact us for more information on
ways you can help.
Before coming to the course, you must register your interest by telephoning 07442
017169 / 01306 899104 or by email:
info@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk
Registered Charity No 1111678
MUSIC IN DORKING - SEPTEMBER 2016
3rd at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free, 01306 884229
4th at 2.00, George Butterworth at Leith Hill Place, £5, 0344 249 1895
6th 13th 20th 27th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415 815784
15th at 7.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
26th at 7.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
Watermill Jazz meets every Tuesday evening, each time presenting a different
group of performers from the world of jazz. Full details of this month’s concerts
will be on the website.
Ian Codd
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Local Reports and Notices
BRITISH FOOD FORTNIGHT
17TH SEPTEMBER – 2ND OCTOBER 2016
Co-op Food is the Official Sponsor of Love British Food and British Food
Fortnight 2016.
Hundreds of activities take place across the UK during British Food Fortnight.
The event is the biggest showcase of food on the national calendar with
celebrations including promotions, tastings and special menus in pubs, restaurants
and shops, special events in care homes for the elderly, scrumptious servings of
British food in garden centre cafes, patriotic menus in hospitals, family feasts in
children's centres and lots of fun food and drink festivals and country fairs.
We also want to hear from you! Let us know what you are organising and we will
list your event on this website. Simply contact us with details including the event
name, address, date, entrance fees and a short summary of activities that will be
taking place.
Held in the autumn at the same time as harvest festival, British Food Fortnight is
the biggest annual, national celebration of British food and drink. It was
established in the wake of the Foot and Mouth crisis, in response to the fact that,
though there are numerous food initiatives, projects and events taking place across
Britain, there was no overall flagship event to bring them to the public's attention.
Since its beginnings in 2002, British Food Fortnight has become THE opportunity
for those who work in any aspect of food and drink, to come together and promote
the benefits of buying and eating from our home produced British larder. In setting
a particular date range, it concentrate efforts across sectors.
Every year businesses and organisations across the UK take part, all enjoying the
commercial benefits that participation brings. The public sector supports the event
en masse with major hospitals and school catering services being involved.
Wembley Stadium, Harrods, St Pancras train station, Westminster Abbey, St Paul's
Cathedral, the Cabinet Office, the BBC, Buckingham Palace, National Trust and
even Grey Gables Hotel in Radio 4's The Archers are just a few of the famous
establishments that have added their support.
BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Brockham Green Horticultural Society’s Autumn Show will be held at the
Betchworth Village War Memorial Hall on Saturday September 24th.
The Autumn Show, the highlight of the gardening calendar is always well
supported by members of the Society. Our exhibitors have the opportunity to
display their home grown fruit and vegetables, show their gardening skills and
produce exciting and imaginative crafts.
With the numerous range of categories the Show’s entries are always of a very
high standard.
Please join us for a very pleasant afternoon.
Please remember:
All entry forms must be received no later than 6pm on Thursday 22nd
September.
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THE DORKING GROUP OF ARTISTS
ANNUAL EXHIBITION 2016
The Dorking Group of Artists, one of the
largest art groups in Surrey, will be holding
their popular Annual Exhibition at Denbies
Wine Estate this October. Exhibiting members,
many professionals among them, will be
displaying over 250 pieces of new and original
art, all for sale at affordable prices. The paintings will appeal to all tastes,
featuring different subjects and styles and a wide variety of prices and media.
There will be large selection of unframed paintings for sale too. Entrance to the
exhibition is free and Denbies has a good café, and restaurant, sells beers and
cheeses, runs tours of the vineyard and has an excellent shop, so come and make
a day of it! There is plenty of free parking.
The exhibition, at Denbies Wine Estate, London Road, Dorking Surrey RH5 6AA
will be open:
Friday 28th October to Sunday 30th October 10.00am – 5.30 pm
The exhibition closes at 4pm on Sunday 30th October
GATTON PARK EVENTS – SEPTEMBER 2016
Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW
01737 649068. education@gatton-park.org.uk Book online at:
www.gattonpark.com
Please book all events in advance except open days.
Adult events
Sunday 4th September Gardens and Grounds Open
Special 2 for 1 entry for members of the Surrey Hills Society.
1pm – 5pm Cost: Adults £4 Children free
Thursday 8th September Heritage Day Tours
10 am, 12pm and 2pm Meet at St. Andrew’s Church lych gate.
Saturday 10th September Landscape iPad Drawing Workshop
A one day landscape iPad drawing workshop, led by local iPad artist Andy
Maitland.
10:30am - 4:30pm. Cost: Adults £70.
Children’s Activities Childr en under eight must be accompanied by an adult.
Friday 2nd September
Trails and Tales (2 – 4 yrs)
Enjoy the story of Shark in the Park and go for a walk around the park to bring the
story to life. Return to create artwork linked to the story. 10am – 11.30am or
1.30pm – 3pm Cost: £7 per child
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