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Parish Letter—December 2016
THE BEST MUM IN THE WORLD
A few years ago I visited the Spanish city of Toledo
which lies in a meander of the river Tajo in central
Spain. Toledo is associated with two great heroes of
Spanish culture: El Greco and St John of the Cross.
El Greco (1541 – 1614), real name Domenikos
Theotokopoulos and originally from Greece, painted
many pictures drawing out aspects of the Christian
story. One of the most striking is in The Scottish
National Gallery in Edinburgh. It is called Christ
Blessing. It is shows Jesus full face looking straight
at you and close to. He has his right hand raised as would a priest to bless those
who are before him. Christ looks directly in to your eyes and holds your gaze from
wherever you are in the room.
St John of the Cross (1542 – 94) with St Teresa of Avila brought about the reform
of the religious life and founded a new order of Discalced Carmelites, discalced
meaning those who didn’t wear shoes. The religious establishment turned against
him and he was imprisoned in Toledo. St John’s was a mystical faith and he spoke
of God as “my beloved (who) is the mountains, the solitary wooded valleys,
strange islands, silent music”.
El Greco and St John of the Cross choose natural human and earthly images to
speak of God. It is the humanity of these pictures in words and paintings that
allow the divine to come shining through.
On my visit to Toledo I also visited the Cathedral. In my diary which I later
published I recorded this visit:
The focus of the Cathedral is the White Madonna, dating from the 13 th century.
This is their great treasure and very beautiful. Mary holds up the child Jesus. They
are both smiling, delighted with each other, and both are dressed in white robes.
She is any mother with any son, but like any mother and son they share a secret.
Her hand is flat on his small chest, touching and holding him in the crook of her
arm. She lifts him up for all to see, so proud is she of the great joy which has come
into her life. For his part, Jesus’ hand rests just under Mary’s chin as if returning
the compliment, lifting and tickling and displaying the beauty of his mother. Not
so much: look, the Queen of Heaven, although Mary is wearing a crown, but
more: look, my mum, she’s the best mum in the world. Madonna and Child at once
beautiful and divine and yet homely and personal too. Their secret is the love they
share. They are contented beyond measure with each other. They bring to each
other great joy and happiness and there is no hint of the sorrow to come. They are
caught in the pleasure of just being together.
Christianity has a number of world class images to its name – the Crucifixion, the
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Pieta and the Madonna and Child. They hold the attention of the world because
they speak of God through moments of intense humanity. They embrace both the
suffering and the joy of being human in ways we can all understand.
El Greco and St John of the Cross knew this and we know it every Christmas
when we hear again “the message of the angels and go even unto Bethlehem to
see this thing which is come to pass”. God is with us in the flesh and blood of our
own experience. Humanity in this story unlocks the divine:
Mary as a mother displays the great love God has for all his children. She is
described as virgin to draw out the uniqueness of the Christ Child. The Kings
from distant lands tell us that all are welcome by the one true God. The
ordinariness of the shepherds makes clear that no credentials are needed to receive
the love of God. The Flight into Egypt casts Jesus as a refugee in fear of his life
not immune from the tragedies we know so well.
Each year in the Christmas story we meet with God and he touches our hearts. His
divine nature comes to us in our humanity and in His.
David Eaton
CLEANING ROTA - DECEMBER 2016
DATE
CHANCEL
NAVE
02-Dec

Mrs Scotcher

09-Dec

Mrs North

16-Dec

Mrs Armitage

23-Dec

Mrs Hollingworth

AISLES

Mrs Wickens

Mrs Chalker

Mrs Slot

Mrs Mitchell

DOWNSVALE Nursing Home
Specialised, Professional Care
within a Homely Atmosphere
Downsvale is a Nursing Home set
in beautiful grounds with views to
Boxhill. The home offers those
seeking residence a friendly and
comfortable environment with 24
hour qualified nursing care.

Mrs Hutton
Mrs Stow
Mrs Pruszynska

Mrs Ridley

Mrs Hardy

Mrs Power

Telephone:
Email:
Website:
Address:

Mrs Ferrett
Mrs Forrest

01306 887652/883157
wendy@monarchcareltd.com
www.downsvale.co.uk
6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1PT

ZOE UNDERWOOD
PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR

30-Dec

Mrs Hardy

06-Jan

Mrs Ferrett

Parish Magazine

Mrs Wickens

Mrs Chalker

Mrs Slot

Mrs Mitchell

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service

Mrs Scotcher

Mrs Power
2

Please call 07876 572624
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb

FROM THE REGISTERS:

Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch

DECEMBER 2016

Baptism
We welcome into the Lord’s Family
16th October
William Thomas Howard, St Mary’s
Alexander John Howard, St Mary’s

20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB

Admission to Communion
23rd October
Andrew Woodall and James Woodall, St Michael’s
6th November
Genevieve Hamilton and Eloise Hamilton, St Michael’s

Tel: 01737 8 44916
Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

Confirmations by Bishop Johnathan Clark at St Luke’s, Reigate
16th October
Millie Rose Wallis
Amy Greta Maxwell Hawkins

Funeral Directors &
Monumental Masons

SHERLOCK FUNERAL SERVICE
Family business
established over 100 years

TRELLIS HOUSE, 190 SOUTH
STREET, DORKING RH4 2ES
T el: 01306 882266
E-mail: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

Funeral
26th October

10th November
Burial of Ashes
10th November

Kathleen Mary Hammant, who died on 10th October 2016
aged 96, formerly of Deepdene Care Centre, Dorking, Surrey.

Thanksgiving Service for Malcolm James Ridley St Michael’s
Betchworth
Malcolm James Ridley, who died on 21st August 2016 aged
75, formerly of Station Road, Betchworth, Surrey.

Burial (Betchworth Burial Ground)
31st October
Michael Henry Zeal, who died on 27th March 2016 aged 85,
formerly of Broome Park Nursing Home, Betchworth, Surrey.

We send our condolences to those who are bereaved at this time
Parish Magazine
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DECEMBER SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S AND ST. MICHAEL’S
Date

St. Mary’s Buckland

St. Michael’s Betchworth

th

4 December
2nd Sunday of
Advent

9:30am Parish
Communion
11am Parish
Communion**

11th December
3rd Sunday of
Advent

8am BCP Holy
Communion
9:30am Iona Parish
Communion

11am Matins**
5pm Upper Mole Group Tree of Light Service for
St Catherine’s Hospice, Christchurch, Brockham
18th December
4th Sunday of
Advent

8am BCP Holy
Communion

10:30am Joint
Messy Church
Christingle
Service **
5pm Festival of Nine
Lessons and Carols
followed by Mulled wine
and Mince pies
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DECEMBER SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S AND ST. MICHAEL’S
Date

St. Mary’s Buckland

21st December
Wednesday

7pm Festival of Nine
Lessons and Carols
followed by Mulled
wine and Mince pies

24th December
Saturday
Christmas Eve

4:00pm Candlelight
Crib Service

St. Michael’s Betchworth

5:30pm Crib Service
11:30pm Joint
Midnight Mass

25th December
Sunday
Christmas Day

8am BCP Holy
Communion

10:30am Joint All Age
Communion

(A little gift for children as
they leave) Children (and
adults if they wish!) are
invited
to
bring
along
something
from
their
Christmas stockings - the
more unusual the better!!

1st January
New Year’s Day
First Sunday after
Christmas
4th January 2016
The Epiphany

10:30am Joint Parish
Communion

9:30 Epiphany Parish
Communion

8am BCP Holy
Communion
11am Epiphany Parish
Communion**

** Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you
are just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together
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PICTURE FRAMING

T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *
* CANVAS PRINTING *

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm

* FREE COLLECTION *
* AND DELIVERY SERVICE *

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS
CALL 01737 222424

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk

Te l 01737 843533

B. Blake

JOINT PARISH MEETING - MISSION ACTION PLAN
On 29th October members of St Michael’s and St Mary’s met for a joint parish
meeting in the Reading Room Buckland to discuss our Mission Action Plan.
We were delighted to welcome Rev. Sue Weakley from Emmanuel Church,
Sidlow, who has been running similar workshops in parishes throughout the
diocese. Rev. Sue set us to work in small groups, with a variety of challenges, and
asked us to consider: “Our Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Our Mission
Values and where we would like to be 5 years from now” Each group came up
with some great ideas, which led to lively discussion. We concluded one of our
main strengths is the physical presence of the Church and the vital facility it
provides to the whole community throughout all stages of life. We considered our
weaknesses and agreed we should endeavour to promote our shared values and
develop better links with local organisations. We are currently missing
opportunities due to poor communications between the Church and the
community. One of the main goals, on which we all settled, was the proposal to
develop joint ventures within the two parishes to bridge the gap between
“Welcoming and Belonging” Weddings and Christenings bring people into the
Church and we need to work on how best to encourage them to become regular
members.
Our Rector Canon Carol Coslett, together with the two PCCs, will work on the
suggestions developed during the Mission Action Planning Meeting and put
together a plan for the next 5 years.
The meeting concluded with a delicious “Bring n Share” lunch which gave
everyone a fantastic opportunity to discuss their ideas on how to work together to
achieve some of the objectives.

Builder and Decorator
For all aspects of building,
decorating and property
maintenance
Call for free estimates
TEL 01293 776218 MOB 07776131611

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

Do you need child care?
www.childminderbrockham.co.uk

Kelly Neale

Jean Cooke (Lay member of Deanery Synod)

01737 844891
Parish Magazine

6

Betchworth - December 2016

Parish Magazine

31

Betchworth - December 2016

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

Chris
Long

CONGRATULATIONS PETER!
rd

On the 23 October in St Michael’s His Honour Peter Slot was presented with a
long service certificate for his faithful service as a Reader for over 30 years. We
welcomed Ray Wheeler the Croydon Area Warden of Readers and his wife
Susan. Ray took the theme of Bible Sunday and how important it is for Readers
to preach and share the word. Peter has done just that throughout his ministry.
He has in both our churches enriched our understanding of scripture and so
eloquently presented challenges to our own faith and Christian journey.






GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811

Peter writes in the forward of his published book “A Layman’s Faith” “I have
been a communicant member of the Church of England now for 60 years and
inevitably over time, I have thought deeply and carefully about the things that I
truly believe- and at the same time, the things I truly reject.” “ I found that, if I
was going to preach from the pulpit, I was truly going to have to work out with
the very greatest care precisely what I believed and why I believed it… it seemed
to me to be essential to get the message right and to try to make it live. I sought to
do this when I started and when I was formally appointed as a Reader in 1991”.
During the service our choir sang a very appropriate anthem “Teach me, O Lord,
the way of thy statutes” by Thomas Attwood.

Barrie 07710 328848
E: info@bc-carpentry.co.uk
W: bc-carpentry.co.uk
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Eiluned has supported Peter throughout his ministry in the life of the church, and
was presented with a bouquet of flowers as a mark of gratitude.
After the service we all joined in celebratory drinks and refreshments, enabling
many to talk to Peter and Eiluned whilst offering their congratulations and a
thankyou from both the congregations of Betchworth and Buckland.
Parish Magazine
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Get your ironing straight
One offs or
regular collection
For an efficient and reliable service
carried out by professionals

Call Mandy on
(01737) 842988

DOMESTIC – COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL
Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating
Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting
Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work

For Free Advice and Estimates call:
01737 843844 or 07850 563091

ESTABLISHED 1865– OUR 150th YEAR!
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ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
At St. Michael's Church on Saturday 3rd December 10-4 and on Sunday 4th
December 12 – 4, 20 local organisations from The Dolphin Inn and Broome Park
Nursing Home to the Church Choir will be designing and displaying their idea of
an alternative Christmas Tree. This could prove to be very interesting!! Each tree
will be decorated with fairy lights, so it should be quite a sight.
Most of the trees will be stood in the church windows and a few on floor spaces.
Tables and chairs will be set up in the new vestry area where refreshments will be
served on both days. These will include wonderful home made mince pies and
cakes together with tea or coffee. The church will be filled with music and
we have been promised a couple of charity stalls selling Christmas gifts.
There is no charge to enter the church but we are hoping that everyone will donate
a £1 or more and receive a voting slip so that they can vote for the tree that they
like the most. There is a challenge cup for the winning tree! We are dedicating this
first festival to the memory of Barbara Hawkins, who really loved Christmas.
All proceeds from the Festival will go towards St. Michael's fabric fund.
The voting slips will be counted on Sunday 4th, there will then be a very short
church service at 3.45, giving thanks for all the people who have taken part and
those who have visited St. Michael's over the weekend.
Please come along get into the Christmas spirit and vote for your favourite tree!

TREE OF LIGHT SERVICE CHRISTCHURCH BROCKHAM
At St Catherine's Hospice, we understand that the loss of someone special can be
the hardest and loneliest of experiences.
Our Tree of light remembrance service on December 11th at 5pm offers a
moment to reflect and remember friends and family who are no longer with
us and many people find attending our service of great comfort.
If you attend our service or make a donation you will be sent a special star to write
a message on in memory of someone dear to you.
During the service, which includes carols and readings, we illuminate our Tree, so
that each star shines brightly as a symbol of a life cherished and remembered.
Together our trees act as a shining memorial to thousands of people who are
dearly loved and missed and is a chance for you to pause and reflect on your own
treasured memories.
Everyone is welcome, regardless of whether your loss was recent, some time ago,
or if the person being remembered was cared for by St Catherine’s or elsewhere.
Parish Magazine
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We offer an efficient personal service to
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners:
* Routine Servicing * Overhauls * Restoration *
* Full Coachwork Facilities * Storage *
Carried out to the highest standard by our fully
trained technicians
Always a fine selection of Chosen Rolls-Royce
and Bentley motor cars for sale
ADVICE IS FREE ~ JUST CALL
Tel: 01737 844999
Station Road, Betchworth,
Surrey, RH3 7BZ

www.royceservice.co.uk

Sunday 11th December, 5.00pm
Christ Church (Upper Mole Group), The Green, Brockham
Green, Surrey, RH3 7JR
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PARISH COUNCIL ARTICLE – DECEMBER
At the end of my tenure and approaching the end of the year, this seems like a
good opportunity to reflect on the last year and the achievements of the parish
council that I have played a part in.
One big visible achievement was the
completion of a long period of
consultation and planning, when the new
play equipment, a swing and slide unit,
was finally installed on Goulburn Green.
The launch event on a beautiful summer
morning in June, when five children
from the Betchworth and Buckland
Children’s Nursery shared the honour of
cutting the ribbon, overseen by
Councillors Julie Hardy and Charmian Stow, made all the hard work worthwhile.
Of course nothing in this world is perfect, as at once many helpful villagers told
us that the swings were not level. The play equipment suppliers visited, spirit
levels were brandished, and all was quickly put right.

Another achievement was the installation of a defribillator,
partially paid for by a British Heart Fundation grant.
Because of the huge take-up of this grant we missed out on
the funding for 15/16 and had to wait for the new financial
year to reapply. Our application was successful unlike
many others, as the grant fund is now exhausted. The new
defibrillator is just by the main door at the Village Hall. We
are talking to residents of Gadbrook and Brockham Park,
down in the south of the parish, about supporting them with
a second defibrillator to provide better parish-wide cover.
Another job completed was the replacement of the ageing
leaky water pipe to the Burial Ground and Allotments. This
pipe ran all the way up from the churchyard, and was prone
to frequent leaks, and as a result growing water bills. The new pipe was laid in
cooperation with the Betchworth estate , who also wanted to provide improved
supply to the farm. The water company tried to apply various conditions, such as
the use of a water tank with a ballcock to prevent back contamination in the
supply; they also forgot which meter cabinet covered which supply. Finally the
supply was switched over in September. This project involved a lot of work, for
results which when completed were then invisible to the village!
The Annual Parish Meeting in April was a source of personal satisfaction. It was
a coup to have Alex Bagnall speak about the exciting Deepdene landscape
Parish Magazine
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renovation, and co-ordinating other speakers and their reports for some 24 village
organisations took some doing. I couldn’t believe it would all be covered within
2 hours but Julie Hardy kept everyone on track.
It was also good to see some resurfacing work of the very muddy footpath 455A
(Chimneypots) completed last month after chasing this for some time. It should
be much more passable this winter.

A CHRISTMAS WISH
The Editors (Ros Rokison, Sian Winter , J oan
Bird), the Desktop Publishers (Alison Hedges,
Ros Rokison and John Scotcher) and the
Management Team of the Magazine (which
comprises the above, plus Pam Armitage, Sarah
Chalker,, Bernard Hawkins, David Hill, Karen
Munroe, Jackie Ellison, and Susie Redburn)
would all like to wish our readers and advertisers a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Under the heading ‘Ongoing Sagas’,
Highways issues have taken a lot of time
and effort, not to mention frustration. The
resurfacing and traffic calming at Pebblehill
due earlier this year was delayed, and we
still do not have a revised date. Drainage
work is also urgently needed. Inconsiderate
parking and speeding along the Old Reigate
Road is another issue. New white lines and
signage have been promised, and we have
requested a traffic survey. The parish
council has been attempting to get the
footpath along the Street looked at for many
years and we hoped that it would be included in the latest Highways initiative.
After much campaigning it has been pencilled in for a further phase of the
project, but lack of funding is a growing problem for all Highways matters.
All in all it has been a privilege to be Clerk to Betchworth Parish Council for the
last year, working with such dedicated and able councillors. Marion Hallett is
now taking over as the new Clerk, and I know you will all make her as welcome
as you have done me.
With best wishes for a peaceful Christmas and successful New Year.
Adria Kinloch
clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk
14 November 2016
SEASON’S GREETINGS
Margaret Taylor wishes everyone in the locality and the
parishes of St. Mary's and St. Michael's a very Happy
Christmas and New Year, and will be donating to a Charity
instead of sending cards locally.

A new complimentary health centre for Dorking and surrounding villages.
Chiropractic, acupuncture, sports therapy, psychotherapy 01737 844659
www.tillowbarnhealth.co.uk
Tillow Barn, Root Hill Lane, Brockham RH3 7AS
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BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY

BROCKWOOD MEDICAL PRACTICE
Dr. Andrew Brett was a GP Registr ar with the Pr actice tr aining
under Dr. Jonathan Richards. When he qualified he was offered a
position within the Practice. Here is a little about him: His
qualifications are MBBS, (Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of
Surgery) MRCS, (Member of the Royal College of Surgeons)
MRCGP, (Member of the Royal College of General Practitioners)
PgDip Clin Ed. (Post Graduate Diploma in Clinical Education). He
has special interests in urology and skin surgery. He works as a GP
across the three sites, providing a minor op service at Newdigate and also at
Dorking Hospital. He also runs a urology clinic at Dorking Hospital. He spends
his spare time with his family; he has two young daughters and enjoys walking
his dog. Patients of Brockwood are extremely fortunate to have such a highly
qualified former surgeon now acting as a general practitioner.
CARE QUALITY COMMISSION HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE ACT
2008
INSPECTION REPORT for Tanners Meadow

We will be holding a one hour Family Christmas Concert at St Martin's Church,
Dorking on Saturday 10th December at 5:30pm. We will be joined by the choir
of St John's School, North Holmwood and will include the opportunity for the
audience to join in carol singing.
Tickets £5, children under 11 free with concessions for under 25s in full time
education. Tickets available from Pauline Whitehead 01306-881821: Maria
Chadwick c/o Michael Frith, 40 South St, Dorking tel 01306-882728:
online www.brockhamchoral.org/tickets.we
BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
2016 proved yet again to be a successful year for the Society.
Our talk, earlier in the year started with an excellent speaker, Angela Bigwood,
who delighted a packed audience with her knowledge and passion for falconry.
Angela explained with the help of her well trained birds, a buzzard, a Harrier
hawk, a barn owl and a peregrine falcon, their natural habitats in the wild.
The Patchwork Gardening project also brought our members a different view of
gardening. More talks are currently being arranged for 2017.
The Autumn Show was as always well supported by the Members with the
exhibits again reaching a very high standard .If you are a keen gardener, who
enjoys growing and nurturing life into plants, fruit and vegetables please join our
Society We are always looking for new blood and ideas.
The Brockham Green Horticultural Society wish all of their members a Happy
Christmas and a prosperous 2017.
A JOKE FOR DECEMBER
Edinburgh man Wullie McTavish is on his deathbed.
He knows the end is near and is with the nurse, his wife, his daughter and two
sons.
‘So’, he says to them, ‘Bernie, I want you to take the Braid Hill houses’.
‘Sybil, take the flats over in Morningside and Bruntsfield.’
‘Tam, I want you to take the offices in Charlotte Square.’
‘Sarah, my dear wife, please take all the residential buildings in the New Town.’.
The nurse is just blown away by all this, and as Wullie slips away, she says:
‘Mrs McTavish, your husband must have been such a hard- working man to have
accumulated all this property.’
Sarah replies: ‘Property?...the bugger has a paper round!’
Tim Warren
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THE SHOP AT STROOD GREEN
Christmas stock
Our Shop is looking very festive with some unusual foodie gifts and chocolates,
along with quality foods that you will want for your entertaining over
Christmas .It is going fast, and will not be ordering any more. Whether it’s for
yourself, family or for a hamper, do come and have a browse soon.
Spices
When you buy spices, do you ever use the whole jar within the date on the jar?
Many spices lose their smell and potency once the jar is opened, especially ginger
etc .Well, no need to buy a whole jar from us…….We have bagged up small
amounts, just enough for all your Christmas needs, which also costs less for you,
and saves waste. Spices we stock are:
Cinnamon powder, cinnamon sticks, ground ginger, whole cloves, whole nutmeg
(each) whole peppercorns, and vanilla pods.

Christmas is upon us again and it seems only like
yesterday when we were returning from the school
summer holiday. Christmas is a wonderful time to
be working in a school and to be able to share with
children the fun and excitement of parties, presents
and pantomimes.
This year, for the first time, our Infant children
will return to school in the early evening to
perform their show, ‘Born in a Barn’. Their
performances will take place outside, under stars
and fairy lights, adding a truly festive feel to the whole proceedings. There will
be lots of singing, some dancing and plenty of drama. Hot chocolate and mulled
wine will be on hand to keep the grown-ups, who will be watching, nice and
warm! Our junior children will also be performing a show entitled ‘Superstar’.
Altogether they have three performances over two days, in order to ensure that
as many family members are able to come to watch as possible.

Christmas opening hours
Christmas Eve
7am – 3pm
Christmas Day
Closed
Boxing Day
Closed
Tuesday 27th
Closed
Wednesday 28th
8am – 2pm
Thursday 29th
8am – 2pm
Friday 30th
8am – 2pm
New Years Eve
8am – 3pm
New Years Day
Closed
Monday 2nd Jan
8am – 2pm
If you would like to order any bread over the festive season, especially Christmas
Eve and New Years Eve, please speak to a member of staff.

During December we are also celebrating Christingle on all three bases and our
school carol service will be held at Christ Church in Brockham. All in all a busy
time for the pupils at North Downs Primary.

Whatever the weather decides to do, don’t forget, we are always here, and always
baking every morning, even if everyone is snowed in!!

North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh
Village

In school we try to celebrate Christmas in a traditional way with a proper school
Christmas lunch with turkey and all the trimmings, a Christmas tree, and a
Christmas post box for children’s cards. We feel it is important to teach children
that Christmas is as much about giving as well as getting and we encourage
children to think about those children in this country and overseas who are not so
fortunate.
On behalf of all the children, staff and governors I would like to wish you all a
happy and healthy Christmas.
Jane Douglass, Headteacher

And finally

CAROL SINGING

We would like to wish all our valued customers a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. We appreciate all your support throughout the year.

THURSDAY DECEMBER 15TH.

From Christine and all the Staff

MEET at OLD WALL NURSING HOME 6.00 PM

01737 843965

Bring a torch, your best voice and a jolly Christmas hat.
Ring Eiluned Slot at 842010 for more details
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children aged 0-11. There will be interactive fun and festive music, and children
are requested to bring an adult and a teddy! In the evening there will be a mix of
seasonal music, with pieces by Vivaldi, Handel and Tchaikovsky, as well as
Christmas carols.
The Ladybirds Choir, directed by Helena Twentyman, will give its Christmas
concert to raise funds for PSDS, a local charity that provides support for children
with Down’s syndrome. The choir will sing a variety of songs both well-known
and less familiar, among them a lovely setting of the German carol O Christmas
Tree and a rousing rendition of Joy to the World, as well as some more lighthearted numbers such as Santa Baby and W inter W onderland. Tea and mince pies
will be served afterwards.
St Mary’s church in Pixham will host two events - a concert given by a flute quintet
and a Christmas concert with the Martineau Singers. Dorking Choral Society’s
Christmas concert at St Joseph’s will also include contributions from the St
Joseph’s school children’s choir.
The Dorking Chamber Orchestra, playing at Great Bookham, has a concert
including two of Bach’s Brandenburg concertos, John Rutter’s Suite A ntique, and a
symphony by the little-known Dorking composer John Marsh, born here in 1752.
The lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church will be given by the previous Director
of Music, organist Martin Ellis, making a welcome return visit to play in Dorking.
Dorking Halls is screening Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker (always a favourite ballet for
Christmas) live from the Royal Opera House, the Nutcracker from the Bolshoi in
Moscow, and the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra’s new year gala concert.
Watermill Jazz takes a break as usual during December; their concerts will restart
in the new year on January 10. In the meantime I wish you a merry Christmas and
a happy new year!
Ian Codd
BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB – TWIGS STICKS AND LEAVES
Our next meeting will be on the 19th January when we will be
producing designs incorporating twigs, sticks and leaves with a
few early Spring flowers. Details to be in the December notice.
Meetings start at 7.15 for 7.30 pm at the Brockham Recreation
Ground Pavilion. For further details contact Ann Meadows on
842934.
A Happy Christmas and New Year to all!
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SINGING FOR PLEASURE
The height of our twice monthly activity
was a presentation at St. Martin’s Church
in Dorking on 26th October. We sang part
of our summer programme ‘Music in the
Air’ during the informal U3A concert.
Gina Eason, our director, pianist and
accompanist selected ten songs for us.
Those songs, many popular and well
known, formed a varied and well
contrasted selection of different styles and
idioms, all of which convey the differing
moods and emotions music and singing can arouse in us.
We particularly echoed the sentiment in our final song, ‘May You Always Have
A Song’. We hope that everyone experienced the enjoyment, fulfilment and sense
of wellbeing that music and singing can bring about.
Our ‘Singing for Pleasure’ group meets on the first and third Monday of the
month in the Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland, between 10am and
12noon. Feel free to join us for a sample session.
Meike Laurenson 01737 248909
MUSIC IN DORKING - DECEMBER 2016
2nd at 4.00, children’s concert at St Paul’s, £5, 01306 743378
2nd at 7.00, flute quintet at St Mary’s, Pixham
2nd at 7.45, Kings Chamber Orchestra at St Paul’s, £10, 01306 743378
3rd at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free, 01306 884229
8th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
10th at 3.00, Ladybirds choir at URC Hall, £7.50, 01737 843662
10th at 5.00, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Nicolas, Great Bookham, £14,
01306 877176
11th at 7.00, Martineau Singers at St Mary’s, Pixham
17th at 3.00, Dorking Choral Society at St Joseph’s
18th at 3.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
31st at 4.00, concert screening at Dorking Halls, £12.50, 01306 881717
December naturally sees several Christmas concerts. St Paul’s church leads the
way with two concerts at the beginning of the month, featuring the Kings
Chamber Orchestra. The first, in the afternoon, is a teddy bear concert for
Parish Magazine
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DORKING MUSEUM IN DECEMBER
Dorking Museum offers seasonal greetings to all readers and friends of the
Museum. Why not drop into our shop for some Dorking themed cards, books or
gifts – and perhaps stay for a look around? The Museum opens Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays, 10am to 4pm (closed 22 nd-24th December).
Dorking’s ‘ghost soldier’:
If you have been in
Dorking, you may have
seen a ‘ghost soldier’
returned from the First
World War in full military
uniform.
Actor Johnny
Diamond has taken on the
character of one of
Dorking’s fallen soldiers
from a century ago, Private
George King, and is
promoting the Museum’s
current popular exhibition,
‘Dorking 1916’, which commemorates a momentous year in the Great War and
the impact that it had on the Home Front in the town and villages.
Seasonal walks: The Museum’s walks team runs themed town walks of Dorking
and guided walks on the Deepdene Trail, including entry to the Hope family
mausoleum. Walks take 90 minutes. See website for details, to make group
bookings by appointment, or for special dates for individual bookings – next
Deepdene Trail walk on December 4th.
Visitors to the Museum are now enjoying a ‘virtual reality tour’ on screen of the
Deepdene estate as it was in 1825, the latest popular addition to our permanent
exhibition.
Our tours of Dorking’s famous South Street Caves have proved very popular this
year, with nearly twice as many tours as last year. They are now closed but will
re-open next Easter for group tours and occasional days for individual bookings.
See website for details.
Family Activity, Saturday 17th December: Take a br eak fr om the hustle and
bustle of holiday shopping and get creative. Join us to make a Christmas
decoration, for yourself or as a gift. Drop in any time between 2pm and
3.30pm. Ideal for families with children up to age ten. Free with regular
Museum entry.
The Museum is at 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS. Visit
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries to admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or
phone 01306 876591.
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FARM DIARY DECEMBER
Well the Autumn madness has gone, and all crops drilled and sprayed; just need
to put the anti freeze in the sprayer. Looking back on the spring and summer; it
was a wet spring and we started silaging late, almost a month late going into
July. This gave the feeling that the work load was getting compressed into an
ever shrinking summer, but the weather came round in the end so all the cereals
were cut under moisture and on time, thereby keeping quality up and enabling us
to sell our wheat as grade 1 milling wheat, which is what we aim for

The Autumn sowing campaign was probably the best we have ever had. We
started on August bank holiday with sowing the oilseed rape, just over 100 acres
on the weekend, which means the ground has been cultivated, sown, rolled and
sprayed before the plant germinates. This is the best way to control weeds,
because what with restrictions on certain chemicals, the weed control in arable
crops is getting more and more difficult. We put some new grass seed in around
the middle of September, and then we went back on to the arable crops with
hybrid barley going in around the end of September. Hybrid barley has half the
seed rate of conventional barleys so some saving was made there and it grows
like mad, so hopefully it gave some natural weed suppression from fast and thick
ground cover. Next was our wheat crop to go in, we are trying out growing
second wheat this year, otherwise we end up with too much barley or oats, so
second wheat goes in behind the previous crop of wheat, but this as you can
imagine creates other problems, which is what farming is all about. It is just a big
problem solving exercise. Winter oats went in last on Betchworth common and
Kiln Lane.
The oilseed rape has gone mad. I don't know if this is a good thing or not; there
are great big plants ready for winter and although this is good against pigeons
and flea beetle, disease may like the intense plant cover and flourish, so a late
fungicide has gone on in mid-November to cover this for a couple of months.
The cows are coming in slowly. We started with the cows with bull calves, 62
calves in total, which we have sold privately this year and not taken to market.
The market is down on price and we had a good offer from a farmer in
Oxfordshire, who has the same system of breeding and keeping the cattle as us so
it worked well all round. At some point in the future we should start fattening our
own bulls and sell to slaughter, this would go on to improve the bottom line, with
feeding home grown grass and barley we should do well Building space is
getting tight with having lots of cows. The cows with heifers will be in next,
although the ground is still dry and feeding out is the best option as this saves on
time bedding and silage. We are probably going to keep our own heifers for
replacements this coming spring, as it worked well the year before last. It does
mean changing our breeding bulls every other year, but this should not be a
problem as it is easier to find two bulls than 25 heifers.
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The footpath gates on the coffin path between Brockham and Betchworth are
getting some stick from cyclists as they just ride their bikes into the gate and
bingo you can keep going and not get off. Well, the gates cost a lot of money and
are there to stop any escapee livestock making it all the way to Brockham or
Betchworth, I adjusted the latch so it needs to be used correctly, and now I'm very
sorry it has the implication of stopping a mobility scooter from accessing the path,
so now a meeting with the council rights of way people is looming, I'm sorry to
the scooter user but a solution will be found - more fancy gates I expect, or you
could get brave and ask the very verbal cyclists to respect the countryside
furniture
Merry Christmas
Martin

Betchworth and Buckland Society
Invite you to join us for

Christmas Drinks
Sunday 18th December
Buckland Reading Room from 12
midday
Members £5, guests £6, children under 15 free.
Book by contacting Debbie Jones: 01737 845514
Larkrise, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 &BH or
Email: betchworthandbucklandsocietys@gmail.com
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