Local Services

Parish Letter—March 2018
LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD
Dear Friends –
By the time you read this, our Rector Carol, with Martin, David and Clara, will be
on the point of moving out of the Rectory that has been their home for more than
ten years, to go to their new home in Chesterfield, where Carol will be welcomed
as Archdeacon on Saturday 10th March. During the interregnum (the period
between Carol leaving and her successor arriving) the two parishes of St
Michael’s and St Mary’s will be in the hands of their Churchwardens, and the
Area Dean, our good friend Canon Andrew Cunnington of St Matthews Redhill.
We are deeply grateful to Canon David Eaton, our Honorary Assistant Priest In
(So-called) Retirement, who has stepped forward to oversee our ministry needs
during this time. Along with the Archdeacon of Reigate, the Ven. Moira Astin,
once the benefice is vacant we shall be beginning the search for the parish priest
who will fill the considerable gap left by Carol. During the interregnum you will
be hearing from all four Churchwardens, as well as David, in this monthly letter
and we will do our best to keep you up to date with progress.
Because she is on sabbatical, we have already taken formal leave of Carol. A time
of reflection and spiritual recharge has, in the event, turned into the huge task of
sorting through ten years of family and priestly life here, in preparation for a
completely new venture. The two parishes held a party in St Michael’s Church
Betchworth on 18th January, where more than 100 friends, colleagues and
parishioners were there to say goodbye. After drinks and refreshments, the
combined choirs of St Michael’s and St Mary’s sang Howard Goodall’s ‘The Lord
Is My Shepherd’ (best known as the theme to The Vicar of Dibley). Then came
tributes to Carol’s ministry and achievements from Canon David Eaton, Sarah
Munro, with a handmade gift on behalf of the children and families from the
Sunday Club and Family Service, and Churchwardens David from Buckland and
Hilary from Betchworth. The family were presented with gifts from the parishes,
and the evening finished with the choirs singing John Rutter’s ‘The Lord Bless
You And Keep You’, and a time for farewells. Carol and her family were
delighted and touched by the tributes and gifts they received, and Carol’s message
of thanks and farewell was read out in our churches the following Sunday.*
In what I had to say at Carol’s farewell, I reflected on the difference her presence
has made, in our church life and in the very fabric of St Michael’s. Carol arrived
just as we were planning some of the biggest changes to our church in decades: a
new organ, a complete remodelling of the south chancel, and (no trivial
improvement) a WC for the church. She landed in 2007 in the midst of major
fund-raising and project-planning, and entered into the process with energy and
commitment, encouraging us when we were down and celebrating our
achievements. As a result, not only do we have our lovely new organ, spectacular
carved glass screen and beautiful vestry space which floods our church with new
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light, but Carol has led us in realising the spiritual significance and potential of
these changes – the way in which their beauty expresses God’s love, and the
opportunities we now have to widen access and develop new worship. Every part
of Carol’s life is lived through her faith, and I have learnt from her so much about
the total commitment of the life of a priest in her community. Her faith and
energy overflow, way beyond the boundaries of our parishes, and she has brought
back so much to us from her wider experience.
Martin has given wholehearted and sensitive support to Carol and our church
family here, and quietly done so much to support our worship and activities; a
huge thank you to Martin, and to Clara, who have been the backbone of the music
group leading family worship in our churches.
Carol and her family have had their home among us; at the Rectory they have
made the childhood and teenage home for David and Clara, which has been our
privilege and I hope their pleasure. Now they are leaving it to make another in
Derbyshire. We wish Carol, Martin, David, Clara and their beloved Fudge much
happiness and every blessing in the next phase of their life together.
Hilary
FROM THE REGISTERS: MARCH, 2018
BAPTISMS
We welcome into the church
Thomas Anthony Howard and Oscar Oliver Howard
sons of Ben and Sharon Howard on 21st January
2018 at St Michael's Betchworth

FUNERALS
We send our condolences to the friends and family of those who have died
Rhona Wilson Hill of Old Road, Betchworth on 30th January 2018 at Randalls
Park Crematorium Aged 92
Joy Viola Rita Pengelly of Wonham Lane Buckland and latterly of Broome Park
Betchworth on 5th February 2018 at Randalls Park Crematorium aged 87
Christopher Kane of Old Road, Betchworth on 1st February 2018 at St Martin's
Parish Church, Dorking followed by burial in the Burial Ground at Betchworth.
Aged 74
BURIAL OF ASHES
Joyce Greenfield at St Mary's Buckland on 11th January 2018 Aged 53
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MARCH SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S

Date
Friday
2ndMarch
4th March

St. Michael’s Betchworth

St. Mary’s Buckland

Christ Church Brockham

10.30am UMG Women's
World Day of Prayer

3rd Sunday of
Lent

11am Parish Communion**

11th March

8am Holy Communion

4th Sunday of
Lent
Mothering
Sunday

18th March
5th Sunday of
Lent
Passion Sunday

11am All Age Non
Eucharistic Mothering
Sunday Service **
10.30am Joint All Age
Family Service **

9.30am Parish Communion

9.30am All Age
Mothering Sunday
Communion Service
8am Holy Communion

5pm Choral Evensong
25th March

8am Holy Communion

Palm Sunday

11am Parish Communion**
(Meet at 10.50 by Lych gate
to process)
Maundy
Thursday

9.30am Parish Communion

8pm Holy Communion and
Anointing of Hands

29th March
Good Friday
30th March

10.30 am All Age
Walkabout Service &
Activities until 1pm*
(Hot Cross Buns Served)
8pm Joint Service of
Readings & Music for
Passiontide
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8pm Candlelight Easter
Vigil

31st March

Easter Day
1st April

11am All Age Parish
Communion
(A small Easter egg for all
children as they leave )

8am Holy Communion
(BCP)
9.30 am Parish
Communion
(A small Easter egg for all
children as they leave )

* In the Hamilton Room
** Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are
just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together

Special note about Mothering Sunday

This is on March 11th
Buckland
There will be an All Age Communion Service in
Buckland at 9.30am when posies will be given out to
Mothers and ladies of the congregation.
Betchworth
Children, Young people and the Junior Church Families are invited to
attend a Making Session in the Hamilton Room at 10.00 to make posies. Flowers and foliage may also be dropped at the Hamilton room for
10.00am.
The posies will be given out during the 11am Mothering Sunday
Service (Non- Eucharistic) in Betchworth.
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CLEANING ROTA - MARCH 2018
DATE
CHANCEL
NAVE
02-Mar

Mrs Power

09-Mar

Mrs North

16-Mar

Mrs Armitage

23-Mar

Mrs Forrest

30-Mar

Mrs Chalker

06-Apr

Mrs North

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *
* CANVAS PRINTING *

Mrs Wickens

* FREE COLLECTION *
* AND DELIVERY SERVICE *

Mrs Slot
Mrs Ferrett

Mrs Stow

Mrs Ridley

Mrs Hutton

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS
CALL 01737 222424

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk

Mrs Hollingworth
Mrs Scotcher
Mrs Stow

Mrs Hardy

Mrs Hutton

Mrs Pruszynska

Mrs Wickens
Mrs Slot
Mrs Scotcher

Mrs Power

Mrs Hollingworth

Mrs Ridley

ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S LENT COURSE 2018
Have you ever wondered on the relevance to 21st Century life of the Ten
Commandments?
We are coming within the Church calendar to the time called Lent, leading up to
Eastertide, during these 6 weeks there is time for reflection on the Christian life
and our part in it. The Ten Commandments and Jesus’ summary of the law were
at one time near the very centre of our culture and civilization, yet today they are
little known or understood.
A group will be meeting in St Michael’s Church new choir vestry each
Wednesday from 14th February to 21st March, to look at the Ten
Commandments, through a study book. We will meet for coffee from 10.30am,
starting the discussion at 11am, and aiming to finish about 12.00.
If you are interested in joining this group, please contact the Church Wardens
Hilary, Linda, Liz or David, contact details in this magazine, or Margaret Miller,
to register your interest.
We look forward to meeting you and learning together the deeper meaning of this
Old Testament text.
Parish Magazine
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J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am ‐ 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am ‐ 6pm; Sat 7am ‐ 3pm

NEED A CARER?





Highly experienced and qualified
Hours to suit your needs
References available on request

Contact Cheryl
07810 881267
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LENT LUNCHES FEBRUARY-MARCH 2018
Friday Lent Lunches will run from 12-2pm on the dates below. Please put the
dates in your diary! You can pop in any time during this time for a frugal lunch:
soup, bread, etc. A chance to catch up with friends and meet new ones. Donations
go towards the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call (details in the magazine).
Many thanks to those who have offered to host these lunches. Please ring the
relevant number, details below, if you need directions or to tell the hostess that
you are coming.
9th March

Linda Slater

01737 844632

10 Lazell Gardens,
Brockham Park, RH3 7BF

16th March

Hilary Ely

01737 769108

The Hamilton Room

23rd March

Eiluned Slot

01737 842010

The Red House
Old Reigate Road
Betchworth, RH3 7DR

Friday 2nd March is Women’s World Day of Prayer, and there will be no Lent
Lunch in Betchworth on that day. Please consider supporting Women’s World
Day of Prayer by attending the daytime service – full details of time, place and
theme in the Parish Magazine.
Linda Slater
CHURCH COLLECTIONS
January 2018:
Collections
£298.04
Donations and sales
£ 93.04
Total
£382.08
(Of which Gift Aided £214.00)
In 2017 the sales of our flower petal confetti made £275 for church funds. Many
thanks to all who save flower petals, and to Pam Armitage for organising this
scheme and making up the confetti. It is good for the churchyard, as well as for
church funds.
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THANK YOU TO ST MARY’S AND ST MICHAEL’S
What a wonderful farewell you gave us on the 18th January in St Michael’s. Thank
you all so much for your generous leaving presents and cheque which will be able
to buy something that we need for the new house. The facsimile map of Surrey will
have a prominent place in the new house, and we will all enjoy exploring the
Derbyshire Dales with the guide to hand. The books on musicals will be a good
source reference as Martin will continue writing and exploring new ways to use his
creative talent. We will miss you all and thank you all so much.
Carol, Martin, David and Clara
What I should have said! (at our Farewell Party St Michael’s Church,
Betchworth 18th January 2018) by Martin Coslett
We left on Boxing Day for America to visit my sister and her family. During the
trip we stayed with Ben, my nephew in Atlanta. (Liz Vahey tells me that Atlanta is
the largest airport in America and apparently more films are now made there than
in Hollywood) Well, Ben took us on the CNN television tour. He said he had taken
folk on it before, and - knowing what was coming up – as soon as the presenter
asked for a volunteer he popped his hand up and was duly invited to be the
volunteer for the green screen process (as used in weather reports and Harry Potter
etc) Ben loved being the centre of attention. (The Rector wasn’t there at the time!)
I, on the other hand, have turned to writing, perhaps to avoid being centre stage
unlike Carol. Everything had come round so quickly that it was only in the car on
the day that I said to Carol, “Have you prepared a speech?” She said “I have a few
things to say”.
I said to David Eaton ‘I hope I don’t get asked to speak’. I had jotted down a few
things about our 10 years here, but hadn’t prepared a speech for the “farewell
party”.
St Michael’s was buzzing with people. Sarah Munro spoke about Carol’s work
with the Sunday Club, Canon David Eaton thanked us as a family, David Sayce
and Hilary Ely spoke about Carol’s energy and quoted Revd Pattie Vigers saying
she’s a “Whirlwind”- What beautifully prepared and heart-warming speeches. The
love coming from everyone in church was almost tangible and could be felt all
around.
The musical interludes of the “Vicar of Dibley” theme by Howard Goodall and
“The Lord Bless you and Keep you” by John Rutter played by organist, Melvin
Hughes and sung tenderly by the mixed choir (Betchworth and Buckland)
including Clara, were so appropriate and quite moving (I could feel tears welling
up)
I thought it was all about Carol - Priest, Rector, Canon and ‘leader’ of this church.
But no! Clara, David and I were thanked too. I was surprised when Liz invited me
Parish Magazine
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up to the Chancel steps with Linda and The Rector. Carol spoke briefly, but
eloquently from long practice of improvising on prepared plans and said how
much we’d miss everyone – and really meant it.
After 10 years this was the culmination of the slow burn love that B&B brings to
people. Betchworth and Buckland has been our family home. David and Clara
have grown up amidst the love of the community and we will all miss you all, our
neighbours and Debbie’s team at the post office just 2 doors away.
It has been wonderful to be able to welcome many of you to various different
events in the Rectory: Croquet teas, Big Breakfasts, Harvest BBQ’s and
greengage jam tasting.
I wished I had been able to express my thanks on that night and sent everyone
away feeling they had heard an orator at work. Instead, being a writer, I am
sending you this letter knowing that I could sense the love even from those of you
who weren’t present. Thanks to everyone who put in so much effort to make it
look ‘seamless’ and effortless on the night. Here’s to the next party: Church of the
Crooked Spire March 10th.
Our new Address is:
4 Woodnook Close, Ashgate,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire
S427JB
Mobiles: Carol: 07503447830
Martin 0753 133 1813
David: 07540066362
Clara: 07581503462

Emails:
Carol: archchesterfield@derby.anglican.org or revdcarolcoslett@gmail.com
martincoslett@ymail.com
dave_coslett2007@hotmail.co.uk
claracoslett@hotmail.com
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Bishop Christopher writes: “ This year we have used the wonderful words from
Isaiah read by Jesus in the Temple and recorded in the Gospel of Luke chapter 4
verses 18 -19:
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery
of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favour.’
We are each called to tell others about the Good News of Jesus Christ and to make
it known in our lives as we seek to live in the way that God would have us so. We
are to be bearers of Good News and of Christ, wherever we are.
The projects we are supporting seek to bring help to those who are in need in the
Holy Land as a result of the years of conflict; to offer help to our brothers and
sisters in Zimbabwe as they work at this time of national transition for a better
tomorrow there and to care for those in need of help across a wide spectrum of
issues such as homelessness, mental health and domestic violence here in our own
Diocese. Alongside giving to these projects I hope that you will wish to pray for
the people concerned and the needs these projects address. The projects we are
assisting this year are listed below to help you, and the communities you lead and
serve, frame your use of the Lent Call during this holy season.”
The Lent Call materials can be found on the Diocesan website at:
www.southwark.anglican.org/lentcall where you will also find the extra material.
The 2018 Projects Include
Projects in Zimbabwe:
Initiatives supporting education and rebuilding in our Link Dioceses of Central
Zimbabwe, Matabeleland, Masvingo and Manicaland.
Projects in the Holy Land:
Jeel Al Amal, The Al Shurooq School for the Blind and The Al Ahli Arab
Anglican Hospital
Projects in the Diocese of Southwark:
Bede House Croydon APCMH The Spires Centre
Our Lent Lunches for both churches go towards these projects. Thank you to all
who are hosting and preparing the Soup for Lunch.
Parish Magazine
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REIGATE DEANERY SYNOD MEETING
th

Tuesday 6 Feb 2018 – Church of the Wisdom of God, Lower Kingswood
Within the hallowed walls of the Church of the Wisdom of God is an eclectic
mix of marble and treasures from ancient Rome and Byzantium – in effect, like a
Roman basillica. This was the setting for the February Deanery Synod meeting.
Revd Christine Colton, priest in Charge opened proceedings with thanks and
prayers. Area Dean, Andrew Cunnington made reference to the departing Revd
Cannon Carol Coslett. There is to be a coach leaving on Saturday 10th March
to Chesterfield to celebrate Carol’s Archdeacon appointment. Revd Sue Weakley
(Charlwood) has been appointed Assistant Area Dean.
Chris Elliott (Lay Chair) introduced guest speakers Adrian Greenwood and Anne
Deering to talk on the (5) Marks of Mission, remembered by the (5) T’s: TellTransform-Teach-Tend-Treasure. Chris concluded with notice of a Reigate
Deanery Disciple Course. (See Deanery Website.) Andrew Cunnington spoke
briefly on Deanery Standing Committee, what happens at Synod and the need to
set up a Single Leadership Team which may eventually receive Trust status
enabling outside grant funding. Sally Bowes (Chipstead) expressed thanks for the
food donations to the St Matthews Redhill Food Bank and how our loose change
might be placed in egg boxes to bring along to help purchase more food. Help is
needed Mon-Wednesday from 12 am.
Kim Honey (Chipstead) spoke of an Ascension Day service atop Reigate Hill in
the Carpark with Bishop Jonathan. Picnic at 6.30pm service at 7.30pm. Rachel
Gardner – Deanery Youth Champion had undertaken a survey to ask what did
various parishes offer children. Chris Elliott gave a refugee update and confirmed
that the Deanery had supplied 7 TV’s and wi-fi to three refugee families in the
area. Spiritual and Healing Services continue to be well supported. The next
service will be at Christchurch Brockham on 29th March. Betchworth &
Buckland Churches now hold: Flyers for The Reigate Deanery Discipleship
Course.
Parishes-to-Share events appear on the Reigate Deanery website under
‘Calendar’ and ‘Future Events’ in the Deanery:
http://www.reigatedeanery.org.uk/upcoming-events/
Dates for your diary from Betchworth Church:
https://stmichaelsbetchworth.net/whats-on/events/
Tom Briscombe.
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THE EGG THAT SHARES THE EASTER STORY
The new look 2018 Real Easter
Egg range is available to order
now. People are being asked to
buy one as a special gift for a
family member or friend as a
unique way of sharing the story
of Easter.
Out of the 80 million Easter
eggs sold in this part of the
world every year, The Real Easter Egg is the only one which has a copy of the
Easter story in the box, is made of Fairtrade chocolate and which supports
charitable projects.
This year the Original and Dark eggs come with an A5 Easter
story activity book which has 24 pages. Illustrated by Martina
Peluso, the book will delight children and adults. The Special
Edition comes with an olive wood holding cross keyring from
Bethlehem and a simple guide to Easter.
A Hunt Box is also available with six midi eggs and a 12
page cross shaped Easter story-activity booklet. For larger
groups, the Sharing Box comes with 30 midi eggs and 30 copies of the cross
shaped Easter story-activity booklet.
The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010 but the supermarkets turned down the
idea at first. It was left to churches and church schools to place orders to fund The
Meaningful Chocolate Company to make The Real Easter Egg.
To date, more than one million eggs have been sold with 750,000 of these sent
through the post directly to churches and schools. The rest have been sold through
independent retailers and supermarkets.
The success of The Real Easter Egg has meant that the production of Fairtrade
chocolate has moved to the UK. Over £250,000 has been raised from sales for
charitable causes.
Where to buy
The whole range can be ordered online at www.realeasteregg.co.uk or from
Traidcraft, Eden.co.uk, TLM trading.com, Embrace the Middle East. Christian
bookshops and some cathedrals also have stock.
You can also buy the blue Original egg from Tesco, Waitrose, Morrisons and
Asda. See the full shop list or order at www.realeasteregg.co.uk
Parish Magazine
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URGENT APPEAL FOR HOMES
We are an animal charity seeking homes for the many unwanted cats, kittens and
dogs that come in to our care.
Max & Monty are around 18 months - 2 years. They are a lovely, playful pair
of young cats, always cuddling up. They also love lots of attention. Ideally we
are looking for a home for them together.
Tess is medium sized and very friendly. She is used to cats and children but
would prefer not to be homed with another dog. Tess has had a tough
background and is looking for a loving forever home with a fenced and secure
garden.
We also have lots of beautiful kittens and cats looking for a loving owner like
you!
If you can offer a loving forever home please call 01737 843166 (Evenings after
7pm) or anytime on 07918 056196)
BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS
Do something amazing! Save a life this month! Blood donations can be given in
the area as follows
1.45 – 4.30 and 5.20 – 8pm
Thursday 8th March
th
1.45 – 4.30 and 5.20 – 8pm all at the mobile unit,
Weds 28 March 1
Dorking Halls.
For further details ring 08457 711711 to book an appointment, or just turn up.
MUSIC IN DORKING - MARCH 2018
3rd at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229
4th at 3.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, 01306 881717
5th at 1.30, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, 01306 881717
6th at 6.45, opera screening at Dorking Halls, 01306 881717
6th 13th 20th 27th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415
815784
10th at 5.55, opera screening at Dorking Halls, 01306 881717
11th at 7.30, LHMF Messiah at Dorking Halls, £12-19, 01403 240093
12th at 1.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, 01306 881717
17th from 9.00, LHMF youth choir competition at Dorking Halls
17th at 7.30, Dorking Philharmonia at St Paul’s church, £12, 01306 730640
24th at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s church, £12-15, 01306
881821
25th at 3.00, Sacconi string quartet at Dorking Halls, £20, 01306 740619
25th at 6.00 , St Martin’s Choir singing Bach’s ‘Cantata for Palm Sunday’
28th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, 01306 881717
31st at 5.55, opera screening at Dorking Halls, 01306 881717
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THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 2017
A very big thank you to everyone who during 2017
supported the Children’s Society by donating small change
in a House Box, through the North Downs Primary School
Christingle collections, The St Mary’s Carol Singers or the
various Christmas services at St Michael’s and St Mary’s
Churches.
Now that the more than 4,800 pennies and 6,000 two pence
pieces and all the other coins and notes, have been counted,
taken to the Bank and the funds sent to the account of the Children’s Society, I
can give you the 2017 totals raised from both villages and the school.
House box donations amounted to:
North Downs Primary School Christingles:
St Mary’s Carol Singers :
St Mary’s Services :
St Michael’s (Joint) Christingle service :
St Michael’s Services :
A grand total of £ 1,391-81p

£309-66p
£246-91p
£262-27p
£266-00p
£ 96-97p
£210-00p

Every last penny is put towards helping children and young people who are
facing challenging situations in their home lives. Some are living with parents
unable through circumstances to give them the care they need, some are carers
themselves of parents or siblings, some are in difficulties with school situations
and others are trying to settle into a new life, having escaped from war torn
countries or the influence of drink, drugs or neglect. Each one is learning that
there are adults who will help them, and others who will support, as you have
done, with money to enable a safe place to be found for them to meet, and share
their experiences with each other. On behalf of the Children’s Society and the
children they support -ThankYou.
If you would like to continue your support with a house-box for your small
change, please contact me - Margaret Miller on 01737 842098 or
jma.miller@btinternet.com or see me, and I can supply a house-box for you.
Margaret Miller
Children’s Society Co-ordinator for Betchworth and Buckland
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SUNDAY CLUB TWIN THEIR TOILET WITH ANOTHER IN BODA,
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
Late last year, the Sunday Club at St Michael's Betchworth raised funds to
"twin" their toilet with one in Boda, a town in the
Central African Republic. This was through "Toilet
Twinning" a UK charity that seeks to bring safety,
dignity and hope to some of the world's most
vulnerable people (www.toilettwinning.org).
The children of Sunday Club, who range from
small babies to 10+ meet regularly in the Hamilton
Room, Betchworth, on the first Sunday of each
month, to share stories, games and craft activities
before joining the rest of the congregation in
church. In November and December they were
busy decorating stars for the Alternative Christmas
Tree festival and therefore decided to turn their
hand to decorating star-shaped biscuits for sale after church. Having raised
almost £60, they were able to get in touch with Toilet Twinning and received a
certificate with a photo of the African toilet, now proudly on display.
The children were fascinated by the idea that they had funded a toilet, as well as
providing a great opportunity to discuss cultural differences and the importance
of helping others. They want to say a big thank you to everyone who bought
their biscuits!
If you'd like to know more about the charity, please see the link above or
contact Amy Jago or Sarah Munro for further details about Sunday Club.
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE CHURCH AND ITS ROLE IN THE
VILLAGE?

The Dorking Group of Artists, probably the largest
art group in Surrey, will be holding their popular
annual Spring Exhibition at Betchworth Village Hall.
Exhibiting members, many professionals among
them, will be displaying over 250 pieces of new and
original art, all for sale at affordable prices. The
paintings will appeal to all tastes with different
subjects and styles, and in a wide variety of prices
and media. There will be large selection of unframed paintings for sale too.
Entrance to the exhibition is free.
The exhibition, at Betchworth Village Hall Station Rd, Betchworth, Surrey RH3
7DF, is open: Saturday 5ht May Monday 7th May 10.00am – 6.00pm The
exhibition closes at 4pm on Monday 7th May
The Dorking Group of Artists meets on Tuesday afternoons at Beare Green
Village Hall from September through to Easter. Membership is open to artists
of all abilities, from beginner to professional and costs just £25 per calendar
year. The activities programme is varied and includes workshops and
demonstrations.
(Outdoor painting and sketching during the summer months).
For more information contact Jane Anderson Wood (Chairman)

WILL WRITING SERVICE
If you are over 50 and live in the Mole Valley
area, you can use Age Concern Mole Valley’s
Will Writing Service.

As you will know, with the departure of our Rector, Carol Coslett, the PCC's of
St Michael's and St Mary's now have the task of compiling a parish profile that
will attract the best person to fill this vacancy. At this point we are right at the
start of the process but we would really value your input as to what you think of
the church.

Once a month local solicitors, Hart Scales &
Hodges are taking appointments for Will Writing at the Age
Concern Mole Valley offices in Dorking. (A suggested
donation of £50-£75 can be given to Age Concern Mole
Valley for the service. A solicitor would normally charge
over £250)

We intend to ascertain the views of anyone who would like to contribute either
via an online or printed survey. If you would like to be consulted then please
contact:

To book an appointment for the Will Writing Clinic, please call 01306
899104/ 07442 017169 or by email: info@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk

Linda Slater on 01737 844632 or via email lindamslater1@gmail.com

Registered Charity No 1111678

We very much look forward to hearing your views.
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 2018

DORKING MUSEUM IN MARCH
Dorking Museum spring exhibition: ‘A New View of Dorking’ offers a display
of stunning images created by members of Capel Camera Club. Their beautiful
landscapes and iconic images celebrate our market town and the surrounding
villages and countryside. Spend a while looking at the varied images, read about
their creators and their inspiration, and vote for your favourite images.
Walks and tours: The Dorking Museum walks team offers a variety of walks
taking in the different aspects of the town’s history and heritage. On the edge of
town, our walks follow the Deepdene Trail through the newly rejuvenated
Deepdene Estate, including exclusive entry to the grade II* listed Hope family
mausoleum.
Group bookings by appointment, and Open Days for individual bookings:
Town Centre Heritage Walk, 3rd March 3.30pm;
Deepdene Trail Walk, 11th March 2pm;
Town Centre Pub walk, 3rd March 6pm;
Town Centre Heritage Walk for families with children, 24th March 3.30pm.
March also sees the Spring re-opening of our very popular tours of the famous
South Street Caves. The first Open Day is on March 31st with tours at 10am,
11am, 1pm, 2pm.
Please see website for details and advance booking of walks and cave tours, and
other dates.
The suffrage story: This year’s centenary has
brought an upsurge of interest in the story of the
suffragettes and suffragists, and our own area
was very much at the heart of the action. Dorking
Museum is currently showing a new short film
about the extraordinary local suffrage
campaigners, Emmeline and Frederick PethickLawrence, largely filmed at the couple’s former
home in South Holmwood, at Dorking Museum
and on Leith Hill. Watch the film at the Museum or on our website
(www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk/emmeline-pethick-lawrence-citizens-800-project/).
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am4pm. www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk,
phone 01306 876591.
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The Annual Parochial Church meeting will be held on Sunday 22nd April 2018
in St. Michael’s Church, immediately after the 11am Parish Communion service.
The meeting will start at approximately 12.20 pm. As usual, refreshments will be
served prior to the meeting. Anyone who is resident in the parish or whose name
is on the electoral Roll is entitled to attend this meeting, and be nominated to
serve on the PCC if they wish. The PCC welcomes new members, so if you
would like to serve, and have the time to attend six meetings a year, do put your
name forward. If you would like to find out more please contact the
Churchwardens, or the Rector, who will be pleased to answer any questions.
Nomination forms will be at the back of the church from the middle of March.
Anyone wishing to go on the Church Electoral Roll should please contact Linda
Slater (01737 844632). Please return completed forms to the Secretary before the
meeting. (Please note that anyone disqualified under section 178 of the Charities
Act 2011 because of bankruptcy or conviction for an offence of dishonesty or
deception is not eligible to stand for the PCC or Deanery Synod)
ORGAN RECITAL
On Saturday 13 January the East Surrey Organists' Association held their
AGM Meeting at Betchworth by former and current organists of the
Church. This was preceded by an open Joint Recital, which was attended by
some parishioners,as follows:
John Sharple
Toccata in F major (BWV540) - J S Bach (1685-1750)
Pastorale Opus 19 - César Franck (1822-1890)
Voluntary V - Peter Prelleur (c1705-1741)
Melvin Hughes
‘Procession’ from Three Pieces for Organ Opus 17 - Francis Jackson (b.1917)
Sonata No 4 Opus 65 - Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809-1847)
Variations on ‘Auld Lang Syne’ Opus 30 - Eugene Thayer (1838-1889)
Thanks to the 'ladies of the Parish' who provided light refreshments on a cold
day..A retiring collection raised £75 for the Incorporated Association of
Organists Benevolent Fund, which gives financial help to members or former
members of Organists’ Associations affiliated to the IAO, and/or their
dependants, who are in need.
MH
Melvin Hughes
Organist & Choirmaster - United Benefice of St Michael, Betchworth & St Mary,
Buckland, Surrey www.stmichaelsbetchworth.net/index.php & http://
stmarythevirginbuckland.net 01737 241 355 (H)
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REIGATE DEANERY QUIET DAY
‘Blessed are you…’
Matthew 5:1-16 – the Beatitudes and just beyond that.

BROCKHAM HISTORY – BROUGHT TO LIFE.
The first three 28-page A4 booklets from my vast collection of Brockham’s
history are now printed in a limited-edition print run. All three feature
Betchworth Church yard.
Way House Brockham, 1859-1970 detailing the innovative approach to training
orphan pauper girls from the workhouse to break the cycle of destitution was
truly inspirational. Extracts from Annual Reports, never published before paint a
social history of life at the Home and in Brockham.

Leader Ven Moira Astin
Archdeacon of Reigate
Saturday 24th March
10 am to 4 pm at Wychcroft
South Park Lane Bletchingley, RH1 4NE
Ticket price is £25 each which includes morning coffee, lunch and
afternoon tea
TOWER TALK

You may have noticed that the church clock is going again, after the pendulum suspension broke on
Christmas morning. But at the time of writing it’s still not a very reliable guide to the time – in its
first full week of operation, it gained thirteen minutes. The new pendulum suspension must make
the pendulum ever so slightly shorter than it was before, so it swings slightly faster. There’s an
adjusting screw on the bottom of the pendulum, and now we know how much the clock is gaining,
we’ll get the clockmakers to come back and regulate it.
The bellringers don’t spend all their time ringing bells (or chasing pigeons in the belfry or looking
after the clock): they’re occasionally able to get out and have a social life. On 3rd February we
enjoyed our annual dinner. The dinner is a tradition that’s been going since 1980; usually it’s been
a do-it-yourself occasion in the former Vicarage, or more recently in the Hamilton Room, with
people bringing something they’d prepared earlier – but last year and this we went to the Cellar
Room at the Red Lion, which was laid up to look very festive with place cards on little bells.The
bellringers’ dinner is normally quite a relaxed occasion, but this year it seemed positively staid
compared with the wild fancy-dress party that was going on in the bar above!
The Rector and Churchwardens have always been welcomed at our dinner, along with a guest each
year who is invited to propose the toast of ‘The Church and the Exercise’ – ‘the Exercise’ being the
community of all bellringers everywhere (otherwise known as the bellringing mafia). As this would
be Carol’s last dinner, we invited her and Martin to be our guests, and Carol entertained us with a
string of amusing anecdotes about bellringers. The evening ended with John being presented with
the Truss and Parrot (the less said in public about this bizarre award the better!).
If this encourages you to join the bellringers, do come up the tower during our practice session on
Tuesday evenings from eight o’clock to half-past nine. You could even join us for a quiet pint at the
Red Lion afterwards.
Andrew Oliphant

Sidney Michael Poland the ‘Wanabe Lord of the Manor’ - a benefactor to
Brockham in Life and Death. This booklet has a number of photographs of
Brockham ‘Manor’ and examines his life and generosity from the Church Bells,
the Lych Gate, the rapids on the river, the provision of shoes, fish, days out and
holidays for the children of Brockham.
The Family from Brockham Vicarage 1859 -1892. This is the tragic story of
the short life of Edith and Sophia Cheales. The Reverend Alan Cheales became
the Curate of Christ Church Brockham in 1859 twelve years after its
consecration. He and his family had a major impact on our Village in the latter
half of the nineteenth century Have you ever walked to or through Betchworth
Churchyard and noticed two almost identical white headstones?
Priced at £6.00 each to cover the printing costs.
Available from Betchworth Post Office
Or collect from Tony Hines, 24 Oakdene Close, Brockham, 01737 842974;

COME AND JOIN US!
Singing with local singing group inChoir is good for you. Singing promotes your
‘happy hormones’, giving you a natural high - it’s like going to the gym, without
the effort. Like eating chocolate without putting on weight! It lowers stress
levels. But best of all, it is the most amazing fun to do. So what are you waiting
for? Come and have a try! No previous experience required, and everybody
welcome.
Meeting on Thursday mornings in Dorking. More information
from wwwinchoir.co.uk or 01342 713068

Bellringer and Steeplekeeper.
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BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY
Will be performing R.Vaughan William’s 'A Sea Symphony' and 'The Lark
Ascending' with the British Sinfonietta Orchestra on Saturday 24th March at
7.30 pm in St.Martin's Church, Dorking RH4 1UX
Conducted by Patrick Barrett with soloists Steven Page and Claire
Daniels and violinist Natasha Petrovic.
Admission: £12 in advance, £15 on the day, £5 under 25 in full time education

Family Activities for

Box Office: Tickets from Pauline Whitehead 01306-881821, Maria Chadwick c/o
Michael Frith, 40 South St, Dorking, 01306-882728 or
online www.brockhamchoral.org/tickets

Betchworth & Buckland
Easter Trail Challenge
Thursday April 5th

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

In Betchworth/Buckland

The Society’s second talk for 2018 welcomes the speaker Alison Marsden.
Alison has been an active gardener in Kent for over 20 years. She has
experienced designing gardens with a variety of challenging soils from acid, sand
to heavy clay. Alison has had a long career studying plants and garden design.

Look out for Details in The April
Magazine
10.00am- 12.00pm

Her subject on March 19th will be ‘Gardening for Wildlife and People too’

£3.00 per child

Please join us for an interesting and informative evening at Recreational Ground
Pavilion, Brockham at 7.30pm Entrance fee £3. Members and non Members are
welcome.

Bring warm clothes and suitable
footwear

BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB – 15 MARCH
In the garden – a small tapestry design
This is a design in which plant materials are grouped in type
close to the surface of either using floral foam, compost, grit
etc. in a plastic lined seed box or tray.
Contrasts of texture, forms, colours, varying heights make for an
effective result. Small amounts of different and unusual materials
such as bark, seedheads, mosses, lichen, pebbles with maybe some
flowers.
See examples attached - in a low container - or even in a tobacco
tin.
Meeting to take place at the Recreation Ground Pavilion, Middle
Street, Brockham at 7.15 pm, for further details contact Ann
Meadows on meadowsann@tiscali.co.uk or on 01737842934.
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PEBBLECOMBE W I
There was great sadness as we heard of the recent death of Rhona Hill, our VicePresident, but also joy as we reflected on the many blessings she left us by her
devotion to active village life. Rhona joined Pebblecombe WI in 1983 and
through the years served alternately as President, Secretary, Treasurer and latterly
Vice-President in addition to hosting our annual barbecue and our monthly
committee meetings with a warm welcome: She was a friend to all.
Our speaker Jim Docking gave us an insight into Dorking's tippling history as
pubs have waxed and waned. In 1800 there were fifteen pubs, rising by 1892 to
forty six - one pub for every 283 residents. By 2017 only seventeen were left.
Gin was very popular in the 19th century and the Beerhouse Act allowed any
householder to pay £2 tax and use his house as a pub. This system changed when
the railways came and trade altered. In the 20th century there was a strong
temperance movement and in the Great War of 14-18 licensing was restricted to
protect soldiers from drunkenness. The advent of supermarkets selling alcohol
meant people could drink at home; thus redundant pubs were often demolished in
the hard line policy towards old buildings in the 1970s.
Many old names were mentioned including The Queen's Arms, The Gun, The
Bell and The Red Lion. Dick Turpin and Dickens were famous visitors. The
Wheatsheaf held cockfighting in an underground room and remains of Tudor
times include timbers and a priest hole. Dorking's many sandstone caves made
ideal storage for beer. One pub housed a dentist's and a magistrate’s court.
Theatre companies visited and Irish wakes around a dead body propped up
holding a mug of beer would also be held. Several old pub premises are said to
be haunted and there was a tunnel from the Rose and Crown (also used for
religious meetings) in West Street to the brothel on the opposite side of the road.
Cursing and swearing were penalised by three hours in the stocks at Pump
Corner if the perpetrator was under twelve and by whipping if older. If you shop
in Dorking and notice old beams or doorways there is a good chance they were
once part of a pub and are now shops such as the Quilt Room and the Lemon
Tree. Mr. Docking's historical anecdotes made a fascinating talk on a cold
February evening.
Future plans were discussed, including our annual Teas on the Green on Sunday
3rd June. Monthly meetings are at 7.45 pm at the Hamilton Room, Church
Street, Betchworth where a warm welcome awaits visitors and prospective new
members. Come and join us for a talk by Joan Cuthbert on Wisley Gardens and
Beyond on Thursday 1st March.
Pam Patch.
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all the dogs, walkers, birds and wildlife around. We need to make safe decisions
and the pellets work just as well as Metaldehyde but safely.Another chemical
which has had a spot light turned on it is 'Glyphosate' or better known as 'Roundup' it can bought in most garden themed shops by the public. It's used by councils
on footpaths, and basically anywhere where good weed control is needed. There is
an argument to support a ban of glyphosate and it's all been discussed by the
Brussel sprouts and glyphosate has been given licence for another 5 years or so.
After doing some investigation into exactly what is going on, I've discovered it's
not glyphosate which is the problem, but there is an additive in the glyphosate
which is the problem, and as it turns out we use a type that doesn't contain the
additive, so problem solved.
Our next major job will be getting the spring barley in the ground, this is still a
few weeks away, we have some sheep on turnips, this puts a lot of organic matter
in to the soil and hopefully a bumper following crop of Spring barley, fingers
crossed for a dry window to get field work done.
Martin
LITTER…

There’s litter all around us.
There’s litter on the street.
There’s litter in the bushes.
There’s litter at your feet.

When you dropped that packet
And thought, oh what the heck
You could be trapping something
By the feet or claws or neck

Pick that litter up son.
Take it over there!
I know you didn’t drop it
And I know that life’s not fair!

And doesn’t it look filthy
As it flutters in the wind?
The bag of chips and chocolate
wrapper
You really should have binned.

It’s always someone else’s fault
It’s never ever me...
Here today, gone tomorrow
Moved elsewhere for free.

None of us like litter
Though we like what came inside
Perhaps it’s time we cleaned our act,
Restored our sense of pride.

But someone has to clear it.
That someone must be paid.
That someone must be paid by you
As they clear up with their spade.

There’s litter all around us
And it’s a filthy sin
When at your feet, just yards away
There lies an empty bin.

And what about the animals
Who try to reach inside
The going mouldy bag of crisps
(Barbecue, deep fried)?
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BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY

FARM DIARY

Well, here we go again. I wonder what calving this year will have in store. The
first born arrived on the 27th January with an Aberdeen Angus bull calf and the
mum was a first timer. She's a perfect mum. One week later we have 7 more and it
will only speed up. All you need to do is see what date you put the other bulls in
with the cows, add 9 months and that's when it really gets going. (Photos on
Facebook 'Betchworth Estate').
The lights in the new cattle shed have been a bit slow to get organised, but now
the electrician is here it all seems to getting done quite quickly as calving in the
dark would not be fun.
We've been very strict on culling the barren cows as always, as empty cows don't
pay with our system. This keeps the herd young and fit, makes management easier
and the health status of the herd is top notch. I honestly believe we do spoil them;
they get fresh bedding every day; their food is always fresh and available; they are
wormed which also controls lots of other parasites, along with all this they are
given mineral bolus (pill) and vaccinations. A named first and second vet are on
call. It’s private health care for cows! With calves being born I've made a mental
note that the breeding Bulls will need to get their annual health check along with
fertility test in the next month or so. We've picked out 18 Simmental year old
heifers from our home breed heifers which will go to our smaller Angus bull this
spring (Major). We will also buy in another 10 or 12 just to add to the mix.
We now have an empty grain store, which helps with the management of the
store. The last 29 tons of wheat from harvest 2017 left in January and we can now
use it to store some fertiliser and some Spring barley seed. Cleaning and
fumigation will be done around June as having an empty store discourages rats
and mice. With cold weather around they will want to live with a food source - no
grain no rats.
The annual crop spraying update course was an exciting date to look forward to at
the beginning of February, although with that said it is worth attending,- best
practice and environmental concerns are a must if you are going to do the job
correctly. One subject arable farmers know all too well is 'slugs' and 'slug pellets'.
The most commonly used pellet contains 'Metaldehyde' which gives very good
control of slugs, but it can have a few environmental problems, and it has
poisoned some non target species, if applied incorrectly, so that's why we don't
use it and instead we use a pellet which is used in organic systems and is totally
safe in all situations. It contains 'ferric phosphate'. It's basically iron and phosphate
which occur naturally and although it's a bit more money, it’s well worth it, with
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The annual Quiz took place in Betchworth Village Hall on Thursday 8th
February, hosted by our very own Quizmaster and Jeremy Paxman challenger,
Charles Hardy.
78 people in 10 teams competed hard, many having trained hard on brain
enhancing diets such as being force fed fish fingers for a fortnight. They faced
such really difficult questions as “What is the biggest bone in the human body?”
and “Where was the recent Global Darts Contest Held?” “Which Actor lived in
Dorking?” and they were all sustained by a fine lasagne supplied by the excellent
Kevin and team of Premier Dining.
The final scoring was tight, with the Let’s Get Quizzical! team forcing the My
Drinking Team Has a Trivia Problem team into second place. The Sledgers team
who drew with them nobly withdrew as they were connected to the organisers.
They have resolved to raise their game and take Trivia far more seriously.
Altogether it was a fine evening, to which thanks must be given to Dave Lynch,
Diana Fitchett, Fiona Brindley, and Jackie Ellison, as well, of course, to Charles
Hardy himself.
Many competitors were new faces, and they are all welcome to join the Society
and participate in future well meaning fun.
MELODIES FOR MEMORIES, BETCHWORTH VILLAGE HALL
STARTING WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH
Singing for the Brain was a model originated in Berkshire, with courses run in Bath,
for people with dementia to come, accompanied by a friend or carer. We sit in a
circle to sing. The ethos behind it is to utilise the fact that often people who may be
losing the ability to talk, can still access song and melody as there are more brain
pathways.
Our sessions start at 10:30 am with half an hour of tea, coffee, chat, and people
arriving. This is an important part as it helps carers make connections with other
people in the same position.
We begin our singing with a welcome song, then some warm-up exercises and an
action song.
Then we sing from song sheets, sometimes accompanied, sometimes not, until about
11:30 when we give everyone a small drink of water or squash - we often sing a
round or partner song, and then carry on singing until noon. The session always ends
with the same song (Show me the way to go home).
There is much talking, joking, sharing of this and that between songs, if people want
to sing on their own, they are encouraged and generally a good time is had by all.
For more information please contact Sue Scarrott on 01306 877256 or turn up on the
day.
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Be the best you can be, every day
Hopefully the worst of the cold and wet weather is behind us and the children will
be able to play outside and enjoy the spring sunshine. We are now halfway
through the school year and it’s good to see how well the Reception children have
settled into the school routine. They have rapidly become independent learners
familiar with all the resources and equipment that they might need. Many of our
children were new to our three sites at Betchworth, Leigh and Brockham but have
quickly made new friends and arrive at school bursting with enthusiasm.
With the lighter nights and better weather children will be out and about on their
bicycles and scooters. In order to make sure our children are safe on the roads and
pavements we have road safety training and skills training for all our pupils.
However, sadly the roads around our sites at are no longer safe for our young
cyclists largely due to the speed of much of our local traffic, and some dangerous
and inconsiderate parking. We have written to OUR parents on several occasions
over the last few months to try to address this issue, at each of our sites. A big
thank you to the residents who have been supporting us in our endeavours with
this ongoing problem. Letters we have sent out can be found on our school
website.
Please
take
a
few
moments
to
view
them
on:
www.northdowns.surrey.sch.uk. You can also follow us on Twitter
@OfficalNDPS
Jane Douglass, Headteacher

North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh Village

THE ANCESTRY ROAD SHOW
This was an interesting and informative evening, organised by Jackie Ellison, Joan
Bird and Sally Cronk. The idea behind it was to help us to find out more about our
ancestors with guidance from experienced genealogists.
Jackie and Joan both spoke about their own experiences of tracing their ancestors.
Their stories were fascinating and told with great enthusiasm. The results of their
research brought some surprising and life changing results.
The other two speakers concentrated on how to go about finding out more about
your ancestry through internet sites and public records, but also with the use of
DNA.
It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening with delicious food courtesy of Jeanette
Forman and £511 was raised for Safe Passage.
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Safe Passage is a charity that provides a safe passage for young vulnerable
children, mainly orphans, at present living in dreadful conditions in camps in
Europe, who are trying to reach family members in this country. The charity
helps with the paper work and accompanies the children before they “disappear”
into the hands of sex traffickers or those seeking to radicalise. The scheme was
started by Lord Alfred Dubs who was a refugee himself and brought here during
the last war.
Well done everyone who was involved in this evening.
THE SHOP AT STROOD GREEN
Countryside Alliance Awards – At the time of writing we are still waiting for
news on the South East region winners. As you know, we are in the top 4, and are
expecting to hear very soon. We will keep you all posted via social media and in
the Shop as soon as we hear. We are of course very excited to get this far.
Shop Local - Have you seen the new display in the window, very kindly done by
Julie Harries, who gives of her time and amazing artistic talents, to help make the
window look amazing and topical every couple of months or so.
New Roller Blind - You may have noticed our smart new blind that has been
fitted on the outside of the Shop. This would not have been possible if it weren’t
for our very kind and generous sponsors in our local community.
These are …… Brockham Bonfire, The Poland Trust, and the Local Community.
So a huge Thank You!! Everyone agrees what a great addition it is to our Shop
front.
Easter (1st April) – As usual, we are fully stocked with lots of Easter goodies,
eggs and other lovely chocolates. No need to go any further so please come and
have a look. We will not be re-ordering, so best to buy early!!
We will also be selling the delicious Chalk Hills hot cross buns towards the end of
March.
TontoMoon – Quick….You must come and see our display on our Café window
ledge until the end of February (if you get your Parish Magazine in time).
Absolutely GORGEOUS fine ceramic hangers with messages on. Perfect for
friends and family.
“Poetry and nature remain my greatest inspiration, but also sayings, myths,
legends and any words that capture my imagination…..” A must-see!
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