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Parish Letter Parish Letter ——-February 2018 

ONE FOR SORROW, TWO FOR JOY…. 

As all the true of heart know, St Valentine’s Day falls in February on the 14th. 
Card shops and florists should do well. The link with St Valentine is hard to find 
but seems to go back to a 3rd century martyr for his faith under the Roman 
Emperor Claudius. The 14th February is St Valentine’s feast day but also the day 
that the birds of the air, as legend has it, pair off and start a family of their own, 
which is where by happy coincidence the romance comes in. 

February also usually features Ash Wednesday, although it can appear in March 
depending on the date of Easter. Ash Wednesday is easier to identify as it 
derives its name from the rite of ashing, which is the sprinkling or imposing on 
the forehead the form of a cross in ash. The ashes come from branches of palm 
carried in procession on the previous Palm Sunday, the day of Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem. The imposition is accompanied by words said by the priest: 
Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return; turn away from sin and 
follow Christ. 

This year by striking coincidence St Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday both 
fall on February 14th. The magpies have taken a liking for our garden at the 
moment and raid the bird feeders for their breakfast. Where there is one magpie 
another is sure to be not far behind: one for sorrow, two for joy. Like two 
magpies sorrow and joy often go together and are frequently two sides of the 
same coin. Having St Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday on the same day 
brings that home. 

The most famous of all romances makes plain that where there is joy there is 
also sorrow to be found. Romeo and Juliet were two star-crossed lovers who 
come from two households, both alike in dignity, in fair Verona, where civil 
blood makes civil hands unclean. And despite the great love they shared, and the 
joy it brought them both, at the end the sun for sorrow, will not show his head.  

The path of true love is never smooth: when young, as were Romeo and Juliet, 
the intensity of parting is overwhelming; when older the sorrow runs deep in 
bereavement after many years of shared lives together. There is celebration of 
lives lived and shared but sorrow at their separation. 

And if that is one kind of combination of sorrow and joy another is when there 
have been mistakes and hurts that have changed and soured what once was true 
and loving.  

What Ash Wednesday offers St Valentine’s Day is not just sorrow but the 
possibility of forgiveness by a willingness to say sorry and begin again. This is 
not to receive ashes from the hand of a priest, but to offer the ashes of true 
sorrow to restore a relationship, which you care about, but which has put you at a 
distance from the one you love; in small ways as in great. 
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What St Valentine’s Day offers Ash Wednesday is not frothy 
romance but a deep-seated delight in each other and a dance of 
happiness, because when sorrow is offered and received it 
makes a return to joy possible.  

It is not that some relationships are always sweet without 
rancour or dispute but that ways have been found to restore joy 
through forgiveness. The ashes have become branches of palm 
again waved in joy and celebration and bringing peace to the 
heart instead of strife. 

David Eaton    

CLEANING ROTA  -  FEBRUARY 

  

DATE CHANCEL NAVE AISLES 

02-Feb Mrs Armitage 
Mrs Wickens   

Mrs Slot   

09-Feb Mrs Ridley 
Mrs Hutton  Mrs Scotcher 

Mrs Stow  Mrs Chalker 

16-Feb Mrs North 
Mrs Hollingworth   

Mrs Ridley   

23-Feb Mrs Forrest 
Mrs Chalker  Mrs Pruszynska 

Mrs Ferrett  Mrs Hardy 

02-Mar Mrs Power 
Mrs Wickens   

Mrs Slot   

CHURCH COLLECTIONS  

December 2017: 

Collections  £2153.19 

Donations and sales £44.70 

Total    £2197.89 

(Of which Gift Aided  £1194.06) 

 

 

Parish Magazine                         31 Betchworth - December 2017 

Local Services 

 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

DOWNSVALE Nursing Home 

Telephone: 01306 887652/883157 
Email:  wendy@monarchcareltd.com 
Website:  www.downsvale.co.uk 
Address:  6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1PT 

Specialised, Professional Care 
within a Homely Atmosphere 
Downsvale is a Nursing Home set 
in beautiful grounds with views to 
Boxhill.  The home offers those 
seeking residence a friendly and 
comfortable environment with 24 
hour qualified nursing care.  
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb 

Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 
and Arboriculturist                       

Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 
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Date St. Michael’s Betchworth St. Mary’s Buckland 

4th February 
Candlemas 
Presentation of 
Christ in the 
 temple 

 
 
 
10.30 Joint UNG All Age 
Service in Charlwood  

8am Holy Communion  

11th February 
The Sunday next 
before Lent 

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
11am Matins 

 
9:30am Parish Communion 
(Iona) 

14th February  

March 
Ash Wednesday 

 8pm Holy Communion 
(Imposition of Ashes) 

18th February 
The 1st Sunday 
before Lent  

 8am Holy Communion 

10:30am Joint All Age  Service at St Mary’s  

5pm Choral Evensong  

25th February 
2nd  Sunday of 
Lent 

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
11am Parish Communion 

 
9:30am Parish Communion 

2nd March 
Women’s World 
Day of Prayer 

10:30am Joint Upper Mole Group Service,  
Brockham 

4th March 
3rd  Sunday of 
Lent 

 
10.45 Sunday Club  
11am Parish Communion 

9:30am Parish Communion 

 
*     In the Hamilton Room 
**   Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are 

just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together 

FEBRUARY SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S 
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LENT LUNCHES FEBRUARY-MARCH 2018 

Friday Lent Lunches will run from 12-2pm on the dates below. Please put the 
dates in your diary! You can pop in any time during this time for a frugal lunch: 
soup, bread, etc. A chance to catch up with old friends, and meet new ones. 
Donations go towards the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call (details in the 
magazine).  

Many thanks to those who have offered to host these lunches.  Please ring the 
relevant number, details below, if you need directions or to tell the hostess that 
you are coming. 

Friday 2nd March is Women’s World Day of Prayer, and there will be no Lent 

Lunch in Betchworth on that day.  Please consider supporting Women’s World 
Day of Prayer by attending the daytime service – 
full details of time, place and theme in the Parish 
Magazine. 

 Linda Slater 

16th February Sara Smart 01737 242285 Little Santon Farm 

Trumpet Hill 

Reigate RH2 8QY 

23rd February Diana Fitchett 01737 201423 21 The Walled 
Garden, Betchworth, 
RH3 7DH 

9th March Linda Slater 01737 844632 10 Lazell Gardens, 
Brockham Park, RH3 
7BF 

16th March Hilary Ely 01737 769108 The Hamilton Room 

23rd March Eiluned Slot 01737 842010 The Red House 

Old Reigate Road 

Betchworth, RH3 
7DR 
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ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S LENT COURSE, 2018 

Have you ever wondered on the relevance to 21st Century life of the Ten 
Commandments? 

We are coming within the Church calendar to the time called Lent, leading up to 
Eastertide, and during these 6 weeks there is time for  reflection on the Christian 
life and our part in it. The Ten Commandments and Jesus’ summary of the law 
were at one time near the very centre of our culture and civilization, yet today they 
are little known or understood.  

A group will be meeting in St Michael’s Church new choir vestry each 
Wednesday from 14th February to 21st March, to look at the Ten 
Commandments, through a study book. We will meet for coffee from 10.30am, 
starting the discussion at 11am, and aiming to finish about 12.00.  

If you are interested in joining this group, please contact the Church Wardens 
Hilary, Linda, Liz or David, contact details in this magazine, or Margaret Miller, 
to register your interest. 

We look forward to meeting you and learning together the deeper meaning of this 
Old Testament text.     

COLLATION OF THE REVD. CANON CAROL COSLETT AS 
ARCHDEACON OF CHESTERFIELD, SATURDAY 10TH MARCH 2018 

Carol’s welcome to her new post as Archdeacon of Chesterfield will be her 
Collation, which takes place in Chester field, at the famous Church of St 
Mary and All Saints (the Church with the Crooked Spire), on Saturday 10th 
March 2018 at 2.30pm. 

We have received a warm invitation to come to this service, and the 
churchwardens are assessing the viability of hiring a coach for Carol’s friends 
from the parish, neighbouring parishes and deanery to go to Chesterfield for her 
Collation. 

It will be a long day – the coach would leave Betchworth at 8.45am to arrive at 
Chesterfield between 1 and 2pm, and would leave Chesterfield at 6pm, arriving 
back at Betchworth at 10pm at the earliest.  The cost of the coach will be between 
£25 and £30 per person, depending on the number of people travelling on the 
coach.  

To help us assess, while the booking is provisional, whether hire of a coach is 
practicable, please could you express a firm intention of booking a seat to one of 
the churchwardens (phone details below) by Friday 16th February at the latest.   

Many thanks – we look forward to sending a coachload of friendly faces from 
Surrey to support Carol.  

Hilary (01737 769108)  David (242776) 

Linda (844632)   Liz (221444) 
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FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT THIS YEAR 2018:  

MONDAY 26th FEBRUARY - SUNDAY 11th MARCH 

 'For hundreds of years, we were taught to serve, to be 
workers. Now with Fairtrade, we are entrepreneurs' 

Marcial Quintero, member of Coobana, a Fairtrade banana co
-operative in Panama.  

It’s a scandalous reality that millions of farmers and workers are still being ripped 
off despite working hard to provide the products we love. Unfairness in global 
trade is rooted in centuries of exploitation. 

Yet across the globe, Marcial and hard-working producers like him are 
unravelling this legacy. They’re fighting for a fair deal, supported by Fairtrade, 
earning their way out of poverty and transforming their communities. 

Together we’re stronger, and more people choosing, sharing and shouting about 
Fairtrade in the UK means more power to producers like Marcial to break the 
stranglehold of poverty prices.   

There’s never been a more important time to stand with producers through 
Fairtrade – to protect the progress you’ve achieved 
alongside them, and to welcome more people – 
supporters, producers, businesses - into Fairtrade. 

 Keep an eye on Pews News, Church website and 
other notices.. More details will follow as to our 
Fairtrade Sunday and other promotional events. 

ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN TEAS  

2pm – 4pm  on the  4th Wednesday each Month  at:  

The Hamilton Room,    Church Street,    Betchworth.  

Our dates for 2018 are: 24th January, 28th February, 28th March, 25th 
April, 23rd  May,  27th June, 25 July, 22nd August, 26th September, 
24thOctober,  and our 7th Christmas Party on  28th November.      

All are welcome to come at any time during the afternoon, if you would like 
transport, please contact : Margaret Miller on 01737 842098 

Come when you can and go when you must,  a welcome awaits  you. 

Margaret Miller 

 

 

Parish Magazine                         27 Betchworth - December 2017 

Local Services 

PICTURE FRAMING 

 

* RESTORATION * GIFTWARE *  
* CANVAS PRINTING * 

  
* FREE COLLECTION * 

* AND DELIVERY SERVICE * 
 

FOR ALL YOUR FRAMING REQUIREMENTS 
CALL 01737 222424 

 

THE GALLERY, 82 HIGH STREET, REIGATE 
www.thegalleryreigate.co.uk 

 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 
TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

THE HAIR S TUDIO 
ON BROCKHAM GREEN 

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm 

Unisex sa lon 

Carefree hair for  

your ind ividua l needs 

Tel 01737 843533 

NEED A CARER? 
 Highly experienced and qualified 

 Hours to suit your needs 

 References available on request 

Contact Cheryl 
07810 881267 
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S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  

 

 Chris 
  Long 
                    

 

 

 

 GRASSCUTTING 

 HEDGE CUTTING 

 GARDEN CLEARANCE 

 SHED & GARAGE 
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS 

 

TEL:  01737 844039 
MOB: 07887 505811 

 

 

Barrie 07710 328848 
E: info@bc-carpentry.co.uk 

W: bc-carpentry.co.uk 

 

 

Parish Magazine                         7 Betchworth - December 2017 

Church Reports and Notices 

RINGING FOR PEACE  (Armistice 100) 

Plans are underway to mark the Centenary of the end of the Great 
War. The normal Remembrance Day traditions will still be 
observed but bell ringers across the nation have already been asked 
to provide as much bell ringing as possible on the 11th November 
2018, and to ring out in unison at 7.05pm to coincide with the lighting of 1000 
beacons. 

The Dept. of Communities and Local Government and the Central Council of 
Church Bell Ringers are supporting the recruitment of 1400 new bell ringers to 
replace and honour the 1400 ringers who laid down their lives for peace in the 
‘war to end all wars.’  It is hoped that these new ringers can be proficient in time 
to join in the ringing for Armistice 100. 

The 1,400 fallen of the bell ringing fraternity came from all walks of life, as bell 
ringers still do today. Their names are recorded in a Memorial Book kept near the 
ringing chamber in St Paul’s Cathedral. The Betchworth Bell Ringers will also be 
participating in this commemoration and will be seeking recruits from all quarters 
to help ring out a message of peace around the world.  

No musical skill or muscular strength is required. We have had ringers from the 
age of 12years to nearly 90. So, no excuses please; if you need further 
explanation please visit the belfry on a Tuesday evening (8pm) or take the 
opportunity to visit the Tower during the Flower Festival at the end of May. 
(Training will commence shortly afterwards.) You will be amazed at the 
camaraderie and traditions of this largely English activity.  

So, I invite all parishioners to get involved in this important occasion; there is 
plenty of time to learn the ropes and to ring with us on the 11th November 2018. 
Anyone who is interested please contact me, Bernard Hawkins 
bernhawk57@btinternet.com so that Betchworth can contribute to the 1400. 

More information can be found on www.gov.uk/nations-bells-ring-out-together-to
-mark-armistice-centenary and www.brunopeek.co.uk. 

Bernard Hawkins 

 CAROL  SINGING 

Cold twinkling skies and wonderful hot fires enhanced the 
success of this year’s tuneful carol singing. 

£462   was raised for St Catherine's Hospice.    A bumper sum. 

Eiluned Slot 

mailto:bernhawk57@btinternet.com
http://www.gov.uk/nations-bells-ring-out-together-to-mark-armistice-centenary
http://www.gov.uk/nations-bells-ring-out-together-to-mark-armistice-centenary
http://www.brunopeek.co.uk


Parish Magazine                         Betchworth - December 2017 8 

 

Church Reports and Notices 

TOWER TALK – THE CHURCH 
CLOCK 

Were you listening out for the church clock 
striking on Christmas morning? Perhaps 
you rely on the clock to be sure that you 
will get to the church on time. Or perhaps 
you had told your children that they 
couldn’t open their stockings until they 
heard the church clock strike seven. In 
either case, apologies: it never did strike 
seven – or any hour after that. At about 
twenty to seven, the thin steel strip on 
which the clock pendulum swings decided it 
had had enough, and snapped. The pendulum – a massive cast-iron bob on the end 
of a steel bar about a metre long – fell right off, and the clock, inevitably, stopped.   

The clock mechanism is in a case high on the wall of the ringing chamber, half-
way up the tower, so the job of looking after it falls to the bellringers. We used to 
have to wind it every week, but it’s now electrically wound, so a long power cut 
can stop the clock. I assumed that was what had happened on Christmas morning 
– but when I opened the clock case expecting to re-start the clock and put it right, 
I just saw the pendulum lying at a drunken angle across the case. Very bad news 
….  

Did you know that anyone responsible for a public clock must by law set it to 12 
o’clock if it’s not working?  That’s why – in case you had been wondering – the 
clock has been showing 12 o’clock ever since Christmas.  We hope it will soon be 
mended so that summer drinkers in The Dolphin will know when it’s time to go 
home, your children will know when they are allowed to open their presents next 
Christmas – and you can all get to church on time! 

If you would like to see the clock, or if you would like to join the bellringers, or 
indeed just find out more about bells and bell-ringing, do come up the tower 
during our practice session on Tuesday evenings from eight o’clock to half-past 
nine. We really do need more bell-ringers to be able to ring reliably for services: 
we have quite a lot of visitors from other towers at our practices (which shows 
what a friendly and welcoming band we are), but they are usually ringing at their 
own churches on Sundays, leaving service ringing to the diminishing local band.   
Do come and join us! 

Andrew Oliphant 

Bellringer and steeplekeeper. 
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For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC –  COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL 
 

 

 

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating 
 

Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting 
 

Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work 
 

 

 

For Free Advice and Estimates call: 
 

01737 843844  or  07850 563091 
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February marks the midpoint of the school year 
and this year the spring term is quite a short one 
as we break up for Easter relatively early, at the 
end of March. During this term, children will be 
learning about spring and will be celebrating 
Easter at the end of term. They will also learn 
about how the Chinese years obtained their 
names and will be discovering all about the new 
year of the dog.  In addition we will focus on our 
whole school values of Resilience and Honesty. 

At North Downs we believe it is important for 
our children to gain an appreciation of the lives 

of children who are not so fortunate. The members of our school community have 
already been very active in their fundraising this school year and so far have 
raised a total of £808 for children in Need and BLISS and £926.12 for Save the 
Children. 

There is certainly no sign of spring in the air just yet.  I write this article on what 
has been a very cold and wet morning.  Let’s hope we manage the term without 
any disruption from more severe weather – particularly snow! 

Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh 
Village 

PEBBLCOMBE W.I. 

A January supper of fish and chips was a good way to celebrate the New Year 
while we exchanged news of families and friends who had visited during the 
festive season.  Several lucky members had escaped the winter cold by 
travelling to warmer climes, one of whom remembered our planned winter 
supper as she enjoyed a lunch of flying fish under an exotic tree on a Caribbean 
shore. 

Our competition for an unusual Christmas present was very popular, causing 
some hilarity before we settled down to the serious business of debating the 
issues raised by the proposed NFWI Resolutions. Subjects include body image 
in the digital age, female genital mutilation, modern slavery, mental health and 
the importance of oral health. Future plans were discussed and we look forward 
to hearing about the lost pubs of Dorking from speaker Jim Docking on 
Thursday 1st February, 7.45pm at the Hamilton Room, Church Street, 
Betchworth. Visitors are most welcome.    

Pam Patch.  
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BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

You may already have heard that five Police counters across Surrey are due to 
close at the end of March in light of "ongoing budget challenges". 

Counters in Godalming, Camberley, Caterham, Dorking and Addlestone are all 
set to close, Surrey Police has confirmed. 

In a statement, Surrey Police said: "As part of the continual drive to ensure 
Surrey Police can deliver a policing service as efficiently as possible, and 
recognising the ongoing budget challenges, it is important to review our overall 
estate including the locations we share with our borough [council] partners. 
"Those five locations will see the police front counter presence close as of March 
31st, 2018 but alternative ways of contacting the police will continue to be 
available, including online reporting, retaining yellow phones at those locations, 
or calling us directly."   

https://surrey.police.uk/contact-us/  
http://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/five-surrey-police-counters-across
-14137253  

Surrey Police has also highlighted an increase in shed and garage thefts in the 
area and recommends the following steps are taken to help 
protect your property 

Use good quality fixings and a padlock to secure doors 

Use anti-tamper screws in door hinges, If possible, lock any 
windows 

Fit a mains or battery powered alarm 
Use a forensic coding product to 'property mark' all valuable 
tools and equipment with your postcode/house number 

If possible, secure lawnmowers and other valuable equipment to 
a shed or garage wall 

Lock tools away when you aren't using them. 

Marion Hallett  (Clerk) Betchworth Parish Council 

GREENSAND BAND PRESENT JAZZ CAFE - FRIDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 
2018, BETCHWORTH VILLAGE HALL, 8 PM 

Dorking’s popular Greensand Band  swing the night away in a special memorial 
gig for founder member David Ord. Enjoy the cafe atmosphere and soak up the 
jazz, Nibbles provided - bring your own drink (and glass). 

Tickets £10. Box office Sheilagray@talktalk.net or 01737 843258. Proceeds to 
Bowel Cancer Research. 

Tony Earnshaw tonyearnshaw@me.com 
www.earnshawplays.co.uk 
www.damncheek.co.uk 
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http://www.getsurrey.co.uk/all-about/surrey-police
https://surrey.police.uk/contact-us/
http://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/five-surrey-police-counters-across-14137253
http://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/five-surrey-police-counters-across-14137253
mailto:Sheilagray@talktalk.net
mailto:tonyearnshaw@me.com
http://www.earnshawplays.co.uk/
http://www.damncheek.co.uk/
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The Betchworth & Buckland Society 
Thursday 8th February  

For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in 
Betchworth & Buckland 

 
QUIZ & PIE NIGHT.  

 BETCHWORTH MEMORIAL HALL, Station Road 
7:30 pm 

 
All welcome, come and test your general and local knowledge 

A Charles Hardy Quiz production! 
             Make up a team or just come along and join one.  

Tickets: members £12   non-members £14   

Advance booking essential      David Lynch  
01737 201423 

Email: betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com 
 

THE TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS DRINKS OF THE BETCHWORTH & 
BUCKLAND SOCIETY:  

Took place on Sunday 17th December in the Reading Room, with a decorated tree 
and hall. More than forty villagers attended. Refreshments flowed just as much as 
the convivial atmosphere. It was a chance to renew old acquaintances and meet 
new people.  

Thanks were made and gifts offered to two departing committee members, 
Charmian Stow and Iain Laurenson, as well as a farewell from the Society to The 
Rev Carol Coslett.  

Thanks are due to the whole committee, particularly Fiona 
Brindley, David Lynch, Jackie Ellison and Charmian Stow for 
their help in organising and planning. 

Richard Worsley 01737 224418 
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FARM DIARY 

Having missed the cut off date for January's farm diary I've done a joint Jan/Feb 
entry. 

We seem to be quite busy on the farm. You would think we would have slowed 
up a bit running up to Christmas, but no! The new cattle shed was done on time, 
the only problem was waiting for the concrete to go off which at a minimum 
would be three weeks. So with a complete cattle yard ready to go, we had to 
keep our fingers crossed for dry weather so the cattle could stay out longer. 
There was no room to house the cows without the new shed as we had filled 
them with straw, and what luck we had, plenty of grass and dry weather right up 
to getting the cows in. We weaned off the heifer calves from their mums and 
housed them at Church Farm and had all the mums at Snowerhill. There was a 
lot of mooing for a couple of days but they soon calm down and get back to 
their favourite pastime - eating! 

The new cattle yard works well, the cows seem to like it, plenty of straw bedded 
area and feeding space, I know it’s just collection of gates and barriers, but with 
some thought you can get quite creative and make the whole job more efficient. 
The only thing left to do on the yard is lighting which again I wait on 
tenterhooks for the electrician to appear before we start calving - a head torch 
will not do! The new yard had its first test when pregnancy testing came along, 
as always the vet needs access to the exit end of the cow. We vaccinate for two 
diseases, worm them and pop a mineral pill down their throat, their ear tags are 
checked and then they are put back in their yard. We did well again as our non-
pregnant cows worked out at around 10% of the herd, which is good, but as 
always we would look to improve on this. So that's the cows sorted, we only 
wait now for our new arrivals. 

There's not much happening on the arable crop side of things, everything is 
dormant. We just need to keep the fields looking green, which is a case of 
monitoring rabbit, pigeon and slug damage. I did apply about 8 acres of slug 
pellets before Christmas, which has worked and 8 acres is not a large area. 
Blanket spreading large acreages these days is a no no. Crop walking and 
monitoring is best practice so you only use what you need. Pigeons have yet to 
really appear, we do have a gas gun out which gives the occasional bang, which 
moves the odd group of pigeons on and so they don't settle in and attract more. 
The oilseed rape had a last dose of fungicide before the weather turned wet, so 
this should protect it through to the Spring. The sprayer was cleaned and 40 
litres of anti-freeze pumped through, and this saves the pump, valves and pipes 
from ice damage, and like all the machines on the farm a good service is due. 

We do have a few pressing jobs that need doing, one being to finish hedge 
cutting on roads and grassland not in environmental stewardship. This has to be 
done before the end of February, which give nesting birds a chance, although 
some road hedges can be cut anytime for safety. 

Martin 
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 Te le p h o n e  M o b : 0 7 9 5 0  9 6 1 6 0 6   
        D a y :   0 1 3 7 2  3 7 7 7 5 7  

R id e  o n  M o w e r s  
R o ta r y  M o w e r s  
C y l in d e r  M o w e r s  
C h a i n s a w s  
S tr im m e r s  
H e d g e  C u tte r s  
R o te v a to r s  
B lo w e r  v a c s  

Q u a lity  s e c o n d  h a n d  e q u ip m e n t  

 

MOT Testing 

Station 
 

 

Repairs & Servicing 

to all makes 
 

 

Reigate Road 
Buckland, 

Near Reigate 
 

01737 
242766 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shorestone helps clients to build 

and preserve their financial wealth 
 

• Investments • Savings • Pensions 

• Wealth Management • Income 

Protection • Life Assurance 

www.shorestone.co.uk 

01737  844520/ 844409 
Shorestone  Financial LLP 

Nionisle House, Station Road, 

Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7BZ 

Shorestone Financial is authorised and regulated 

by the Financial Conduct Authority FCA No. 491901 

Registered in England No.OC 341462 



Parish Magazine                         Betchworth - December 2017 20 

 

Local Reports and Notices 

MUSIC IN DORKING - FEBRUARY 

3rd at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229 

4th at 3.00, Sacconi string quartet, £20, 01306 740619 

6th 13th 20th 27th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £18-23, 
07415 815784 

7th at 7.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717 

8th at 7.30, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717 

10th at 5.00, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Nicolas’ church, Gt Bookham, £15 

10th at 5.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

11th at 2.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717 

24th at 5.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 
24th at 7.30, Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra at St John’s School, Leatherhead, £14, 
01372 275907 

25h at 3.00, Sacconi string quartet, £20, 01306 740619 

28th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717 

GATTON PARK EVENTS - MARCH  

Sunday 4th March   Gardens & Park Open  

Park and gardens open all afternoon, bird hide open, free guided tours and free 
activities for children, including the Wild Things play trail. 

Special 2 for 1 offer on entry for members of the Surrey Hills Society. 

Tea and cakes are available to purchase.  

1pm – 5pm Cost: Adults £5 Children free 
Weekly Tours 

Guided tours run every Tuesday and Thursday at 2pm throughout the year. 
Adults £7. Book in advance. Meet by the lych gate of St Andrew’s Church. 

Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW  01737 649068.  

events@gatton-park.org.uk Book online at: www.gattonpark.com 

BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS 

Do something amazing, save a life this month! 

Blood donations can be given at Dorking Halls on Thursday 8th March and 
Wednesday 28th March between 1.45 pm and 4.30 pm and 5.20 pm and 8 pm 

There are no sessions at Dorking Halls in February. 

LOVELY HOUSE TO RENT IN THE WALLED GARDEN 

Three bedrooms with storage. Two excellent bathrooms. Well equipped good 
sized kitchen with view onto attractive communal garden. Large sitting room with 
French doors to private rear garden. Double garage. Available end December. 

Please call Sarah 07985 958402 
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Village Reports and Notices 

COUCH TO SIERRA LEONE  

Street Child is a wonderful UK Charity that aims to create educational 
opportunities for some of the most vulnerable children in Africa and Asia. 
They protect and educate children, empower families and provide rapid 
response to children in disaster and conflict-affected countries.  

Since 2008, the charity have helped over 100,000 children to go to school and 
learn and supported over 15,000 families to set up businesses so they can 
afford the cost of educating their children long-term. 

Nothing I say will be able to capture just how effective and beautiful their 
work is, but they’ve inspired me to take on what will, without doubt, be the 
biggest challenge of my life: The Sierra Leone Marathon in May 2018.  

I’m no runner - up until around October last year my personal best was 
something along the lines of “to the Dolphin and back” – and I generally 
struggle to do anything in the heat.  

With the above track record in mind, you may think I’ve gone slightly crazy. In 
all honesty, I probably have.    

But I’d really appreciate any support and, what is more, the UK Government 
will be matching all donations, pound for pound, up until February 15th. 
£10 becomes £20. £2 becomes £4. £8.60 becomes £17.20. I think you get the 
picture; anything you donate will have double the impact. 

If you can possibly help, the link to my page is: https://
sierraleonemarathon2018.everydayhero.com/uk/sarah-chapman or you can 
search “everyday hero sarah chapman” on Google and it should be the first 
search result.  

Thank you! 

Sarah Chapman  

07805242360 / sarah-chapman@live.co.uk  

   

mailto:education@gatton-park.org.uk
http://www.gattonpark.com
https://sierraleonemarathon2018.everydayhero.com/uk/sarah-chapman
https://sierraleonemarathon2018.everydayhero.com/uk/sarah-chapman
mailto:sarah-chapman@live.co.uk
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Local Reports and Notices 

URGENT APPEAL FOR HOMES 

We are an animal charity seeking homes for the many unwanted cats, kittens and 
dogs that come in to our care. 

 
Max & Monty are around 18 months - 2 years.  They are a lovely, playful pair, 
always cuddling up. They also love lots of attention.  Ideally we are looking for a 
home for them together. 

Gordon is an older  black and white male who was starving and very thin 
when he came. He now enjoys the comforts of a warm bed and regular meals.  He 
is very friendly & affectionate and would love a home of his own. 

We also have lots of beautiful kittens and cats looking for a loving owner like 
you! 

If you can offer a loving forever home please call 01737 843166 (Evenings after 
7pm) or anytime on 07918 056196) 

COMPUTER HELP  

If you are over 55 and live in the Mole Valley area, you can use Age Concern’s 
free computer courses based in either Dorking or Leatherhead.   

The course runs once a week for 6-8 weeks. Topics covered will include: 
browsing on the internet, basic keyboard and mouse skills, using an iPad/
Tablet, setting up and using your own email or skype accounts and how to 
shop on the internet as well.  

Those who already own a laptop or an iPad/Tablet are 
encouraged to bring that to learn on. Computers can 
be provided as well – it’s up to you!   

Before coming to the course, you must register your 
interest by telephoning 07442 017169 / 01306 899104 
or by email: info@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk  

Registered Charity No 1111678  

mailto:info@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk
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Local Reports and Notices 

DORKING MUSEUM IN FEBRUARY 

Our new exhibition, ‘A New View of 
Dorking’, consists of a selection of images 
created by members of Capel Camera 
Club, featuring beautiful landscapes and 
iconic images of our stunning market town 
and the surrounding villages and 
countryside. Images are presented by a 
group of both amateur and professional 
photographers who have come together to 
create this joint project.  

 A notable centenary: February 6th marks the centenary of the Representation of 
the People Act that first gave (some) women the vote. To mark the occasion, the 
Museum is showing a new short film about the extraordinary local suffrage 
campaigners, Emmeline and Frederick Pethick-Lawrence. Made in conjunction 
with Royal Holloway and the Citizens 800 lottery project, the film can be viewed 
at the Museum during opening hours or on www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk/
emmeline-pethick-lawrence-citizens-800-project/. 

The Museum will also be installing a commemorative plaque on the Dutch House 
in South Holmwood and have published Kathy Atherton’s new book, 
“Suffragettes, Suffragists and Antis – the Fight for the Vote in the Surrey Hills”, 
The Cockerel Press, £10 from Dorking Museum, local bookshops and 
www.holmwoodhistory.com.  

Group events: As well as our guided walks in Dorking and on the Deepdene 
Trail, did you know that groups can also arrange exclusive visits to the Museum 
itself? The Museum welcomes bookings from groups of all ages when the 
Museum is closed to the public – during the day on 
Monday-Wednesday or any evening (by appointment).  
Please see website for details. 

A March date: The Museum will be holding an Archive 
Sale of maps, pictures, postcards and books surplus to 
archive requirements at 11am-2pm on 3rd March in the 
Christian Centre small hall. 

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Open Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries: 
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or 01306 876591. 
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BUCKLAND ONE WORLD GROUP 
  

Friday 9th February 2018 at 8.00 p.m. 
in Buckland Reading Room, Old Road 

  
A REVIEW OF THE HISTORY OF BUCKLAND 

by Duncan Ferns 
  

Admission (including refreshments) free 
  

Collection in aid of Money for Madagascar 

JOKE FOR FEBRUARY 

While taxiing at NY La Guardia, the crew of a US Air flight departing for Ft. 
Lauderdale made a wrong turn and came nose to nose with a United 727. 

An irate female ground controller lashed out at the US Air crew, screaming: "US 
Air 2771, where the hell are you going? I told you to turn right onto Charlie 
taxiway! You turned right on Delta! Stop right there. I know it's difficult for you 
to tell the difference between C and D, but get it right!" 

Continuing her tirade to the embarrassed crew, she was now shouting 
hysterically: "Stupid idiot, you've screwed everything up! It'll take forever to sort 
this out! You stay right there and don't move till I tell you to! You can expect 
progressive taxi instructions in about half an hour and I want you to do exactly 
what I tell you, when I tell you, and how I tell you! You got that, US Air 2771?" 

"Yes ma'am," the humbled crew responded. 

Naturally the ground control frequency went terribly quiet after the verbal 
bashing of US Air 2771. Nobody wanted to engage the irate ground controller in 
her current state. Tension in every cockpit at LGA was running high. 

Then an unknown pilot broke the silence and keyed his microphone, asking: 
"Wasn't I married to you once?" 

mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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Village Reports and Notices 

TRUSTEES FOR LEARNING SPACE 

Learning Space is a small charitable organisation working to improve the lives of 
children, young people and their families. We are currently looking for people to 
serve as trustees who can bring sound judgement, good business skills and a 
willingness to give their time. 

We are particularly keen to hear from candidates with specialised knowledge and 
experience in one or more of the following areas: 
• Education, health and social care services for children, young people and 
families 
• HR 
• Legal/governance 
• Fundraising 

About Us 

Since 1997 Learning Space has been providing high quality support services to 
children, young people and families across Surrey. 

Our unique offer is a therapeutic mix of solution focused coaching, mentoring 
and creative activities which is customised to the individual needs of the child or 
young person. These are delivered by our skilled team of experienced 
practitioners. Our sessions provide a safe, non-judgmental space to explore 
experiences and events which continue to cause difficulties in the present. 
Alongside this solution focused approaches are future driven and look at where 
the client is now and where they want to be by emphasising visible goals and 
building on personal resources. 

About the role 

Trustees are expected to attend regular meetings (currently once a term) of the 
Management Group and to get involved in other ways such as supporting 
fundraising and general development of the charity.  Please note there is no 
remuneration attached to this position. 

Specifically, the role of trustees is to:  

ensure Learning Space is carrying out its purposes for the public benefit 

make sure that the charity is well run and complies with its governing 
document as well as charity law 

manage the charity’s resources and make sure assets are used for its 
charitable purpose 

actively contribute to the Board, giving firm strategic direction to the 
organisation  

For an informal chat about the role, please call Gill North, Manager, on 01306 
631951 or email gill@learningspace.org.uk 

To apply, please send an expression of interest and a CV to:   
Learning Space, Dean House Farm, Church Road, Newdigate, DORKING RH5 
5DL. 
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BROCKHAM  FLOWER CLUB – 15th FEBRUARY 2018 

A ROMANTIC VALENTINE TABLE ARRANGEMENT 

Using a few red flowers, foliage in own low bowl, wet foam and 
some heart shaped pics is all you need for this design.  See 
picture on the side. 

We shall also make  a living card  to be supplied using  red 
flowers, and  a little foliage. 

Meeting to take place at the Recreation Ground Pavilion, Middle 
Street, Brockham at 7.15 pm,  for further details contact Ann 
Meadows on meadowsann@tiscali.co.uk or on 01737842934. 

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

As reported at the AGM the Fortune and Allotment projects have been highly 
supported during 2017. The Fortune project has been very successful. 6,000 bulbs 
have been planted in several different sites over the three villages, Brockham , 
Betchworth and Buckland. Plaques will be installed when the flowers appear in 
2018. 

The Allotment project has also been a resounding success with North Downs 
School. Mary Rode who is the leader of the project has guided the children to 
achieve great results. The children managed to enter last years Autumn Show 
with a wonderful assortment of vegetables. The Silver Award for Surrey has been 
awarded for their work on the allotment. 

Dates for your 2018 diaries 

The talks this year will be on: Monday February 19th, Monday March 19th, 
Monday April 16th 

Our first speaker is Barry Newman entertaining us with the subject ‘Preparing for 
your Show.- fruit ,vegetables and herbs’ Barry is a well known grower, exhibitor, 
lecturer and NVS and Bloom judge.  

The talk will be at the Brockham Recreational Ground Pavilion, on Monday 
February 19th at 7.30 pm. Entrance fee £3 

BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY: 

will be performing R.Vaughan Williams 'A Sea Symphony' and 'The Lark 
Ascending' with the British Sinfonietta orchestra  on Saturday 24th March at 7.30 
pm in St.Mar tin' s Church, Dorking RH4 1UX, conducted by Patr ick 
Barrett  with soloists Steven Page & Claire Daniels  and  violinist Natasha 
Petrovic. 

admission: £12 in advance, £15 on the day, £5 under 25 in full time education 

box office: tickets from Pauline Whitehead 01306-881821, Maria Chadwick c/o 
Michael Frith, 40 South St, Dorking, 01306-882728 or 
online www.brockhamchoral.org/tickets    

mailto:gill@learningspace.org.uk
mailto:meadowsann@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.brockhamchoral.org/tickets

