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AGENDAS FOR  

THE ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING OF PARISHIONERS and  

THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING of ST MICHAEL, BETCHWORTH 

Sunday 22 April  2018 at 12.15 in St Michael’s Church 
 
ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS  
1. Prayers  
2. Apologies  
3. Minutes of the 2017 Vestry Meeting of Parishioners  
4. Election of Churchwardens for 2018-2019  
 
Those on the Church Electoral Roll and those who live in the ecclesiastical parish 
area and whose names are on a register of Local Government Electors, by reason 
of such residence, are entitled to vote on the election of Churchwardens.  
 
Only those on the Electoral Roll may vote on agenda items in the Annual  
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) that follows.  
 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING  
1. Minutes of 2017 Annual Meeting  

2. Presentation of the Annual Report (Part 1)  
 Report on the Electoral Roll (page 7 ) 
 Report on the proceedings of the Parochial Church Council (pages 3-6)  
 Report on the fabric, goods and ornaments (page 7) 
 Report on the Diocesan & Deanery Synod (pages 8-9) 
 Report of Financial Statements (pages 9-18).  

3. Appointment of the Independent Examiner for the 2017 financial  
 Statements  

4. Elections: Parochial Church Council and Sidesmen 

5. Annual Report from Church & Village Activities (Part 2)  

6. Rector’s Report 2017 (Part 2)  

7. Discussion on matters of general parochial interest. (It would be helpful, 
although not essential; if you would notify the Chairman or Hon. Secretary 
of items before the meeting starts).  
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BELLRINGERS                                      Bernard Hawkins 

Our numbers are still critical, and learners are desperately needed. Plans are afoot 
as part of the Armistice 100 initiative to recruit new members, and to get the 
ringing for the Nov 11th Centenary of the end of the First World War. Meantime we 
continue to ring, with the help of the Buckland ringers, for most services. Our  
Tuesday practices continue to be popular, and we regularly welcome ringers from 
Reigate, Merstham, and Charlwood and can then aspire most weeks to ring  
Cambridge Minor. 

A United Mole Group Bell Ringers Service was held at Betchworth in October and 
well attended by local ringers.  The handbells were rung during this service,  
although our usual Christmas item in the annual Carol Service was consequently 
missed for only the second time for nearly forty years. 

The clock sadly misbehaved itself on Christmas morning when it’s pendulum  
decided to fall off. This has now been repaired, but please be aware that it is        
currently gaining some 15 minutes each week, and it may take several weeks yet to 
get this back to normal.  
 
Our annual dinner was held this year in the Red Lion cellar room and we were 
pleased to present Carol with a plaque recording a quarter peal rung to mark her 
last evensong in the parish on 19th November. We also warmly congratulated  
Martin Higgins on completing 30 years as Tower Captain, with a cake produced by 
our inhouse chef, Hugh. The Truss and Parrot was also in ceremonial attendance! 

BETCHWORTH MAGAZINE                                                                      Ros Rokison 

There has been a Parish Magazine in Betchworth since 1892! Beautifully bound  
copies of all these magazines can be viewed in the Hamilton Room. Parishioners and 
their helpers have always run the collating of articles, editing and publishing the 
magazine on a voluntary basis. Printing has always been done by an outside firm.  

The magazine’s aim is to give information to and about the whole village. As well as 
Church matters we report on village activities such as the Parish Council, WI, North 
Downs Primary School and the Betchworth and Buckland Society. It also embraces 
any local, non political, news, events and activities that it is felt might be of  
interested to the readers. The magazine is delivered to every house in the village by 
an invaluable team of 32 people headed by Susie Redburn. We are always delighted 
to receive articles, including photos if relevant, which would be of interest to  
parishioners for possible inclusion in the magazine. Several copies have now been 
complemented by colour photographs. 
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Diddy Disciples, and I hope that this will help to nurture the spiritual life of our 
younger generation. 

This year we have had both joy and sadness.  Our church communities have lost 
some loved ones, and their passing leaves a hole in all our lives. We particularly 
give thanks for the life of Gordon Forrest such a valuable member of St Michaels 
Choir.   

Within today’s climate and the competition to what the church has to offer, those 
who come to us through Baptism, Marriage or Funerals need to know that the 
church is here for them and that they can feel welcome to continue as part of the 
fellowship. This can only happen if we all continue to include the wider  
community in events, festivals, services and schools’ work. Reaching out to the 
community and taking the church outside the building is key to this. But it is not 
just up to those who are in licensed ministry or the new Rector, it is up to  
everyone to play their part for the whole of church life. 

Betchworth and Buckland are wonderful nurturing communities and you have 
everything going for you. Here is a really good all round stable parish and a place 
where ministry can flourish and new things can be tried out.  

I hope that as I leave and you begin to prepare for a replacement that you will 
continue in your vision to be: ‘An inclusive church, that is Open to all, relevant to 
the needs of the community and at the centre of village life’. 

I’d like to close by remembering conversations I had with Revd Pattie Vigers. I will 
be eternally grateful for her ministry and the nurture I received, and for our close 
working partnership for 9 years. We often discussed ministry and her thoughts 
were that “we are called by God to do the best we can, to be the church in the best 
way we can, to show the love of God to those around us”. But we cannot do every-
thing. So, we trust God, allow God to work in mysterious ways and we may never 
know what impact our ministry has or what seeds are sown. God will grow the 
kingdom if we open ourselves to hear his voice and act in the generosity of love.”  

I know that you will welcome my successor with the same love and warmth that 
you welcomed Martin, David, Clara and myself. I will always keep you in my  
prayers and wish you all every blessing for your future ministry and your new  
Rector. Going forward in 2018 remember that you - the people of God are called 
to show that the love of God can reach into the hearts of the communities in 
which you serve. With blessings and heartfelt thanks to you!    Thank you for 10 
years of Ministry. 
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RECTOR’S REPORT    The Revd Canon Carol Coslett                    

Having been with you all now for 10 years there is a lot to review!  It has been wonderful 
to work with such supportive wardens and PCC’s and I have enjoyed my time here  
immensely.  

My thanks go to all who work so hard to keep St Mary’s and St Michael’s as thriving and 
active village churches. It is amazing how busy we have all been in 2017.  

This year we have been blessed with the continued ministry of Canon David Eaton, who 
has virtually shared in daily worship throughout the whole year.  This has been incredibly 
supportive for me and I thank him whole heartedly.  Our Reader Peter Slot too has been 
a great asset. He celebrated his 85th Birthday in November and became Reader Emeritus. 
We will miss his inspirational preaching. Thank you so much, Peter, for your ministry of 
over 30 years. 

There have been many highlights during my time with you, coming to mind are the  
fantastic Flower Festivals hosted by both churches, the May Fayre, Christmas Tree  
Festivals, winter lunches, the holiday clubs, school work and messy church activities that 
we have all been involved in.  

We have been blessed with wonderful music which supports our worship in different 
forms and for many different occasions, thanks go to Melvin Hughes, the various  
organists at Buckland, the Choirs of both Churches, music group members, and all who 
participate.  The major achievement to complete the new vestry and organ project in St 
Michaels now secures this legacy for generations to come.  

The temporary re-ordering of St Mary’s front pews will in time be seen as a really  
positive way to keep Buckland church a viable, flexible place that can enhance worship 
and be welcoming to all. 

Keeping up the Fabric work is always a challenge for the parishes and communities but 
so important as we preserve these Grade 1 and Grade 2 listed buildings. My thanks go 
particularly to the Friends of St Mary’s for their support and all who are involved in  
fundraising in both churches, and work on our stewardship needs. Finances are always a 
challenge, but during 2017 I think we have begun a really positive steps to address how 
we can continue to increase our level of giving to keep the churches open and ministry 
appropriately funded.  

Another particular joy over the last year has been the continuation of Sunday Club with 
the help of Sarah Munroe and Amy Jago. It is good to see more young families being  
involved. The key to this has been parental involvement and for those with children  
offering to help organise the Sunday club sessions. This has been part of our Mission 
Action Plan to continue engaging and encouraging the ministry to young people and 
families. It is so important that they feel included in worship to identify with the church 
so they can call it their own. Training has been put in place for parents following a new 

 5 

 Articles for the magazine now arrive almost exclusively by email to  
betchworthmag@hotmail.com, although Debbie at the Betchworth Post Office is 
still receiving the occasional article. We also will publish appropriate small ads 
from parishioners at a nominal cost for a limited number of issues, proceeds  
going to church funds. There is still a waiting list for commercial advertisers, 
which is always a good thing. 

Our editors, Ros Rokison, Sian Winter and Tim Warren (who has recently joined 
us on the editorial board), have the task of collating, editing and sometimes re-
typing all the various articles. 
 
The Desk Top Publishers are given the edited articles and it is then their job to 
put them all into the magazine template.  This is a lengthy process as articles 
have to fit into the correct number of pages exactly and we try where possible 
not split articles over the page. This work is done by Ros Rokison, Alison Higgins, 
and John Scotcher.  The magazine continues to be very professional in its  
construction and production. 

If anyone is interested in joining the team we would be delighted to hear from 
you. We would be particularly interested to hear from anyone who would like to 
join the team of desktop publishers. The more people involved in the production 
of the magazine the easier it is for everyone involved. Training will be given if 
anyone is interested in joining us. In fact if we had a few more volunteers, our 
hard working team might even be able to take the odd holiday now and then.  

BETCHWORTH UNITED CHARITES                                 David Eaton/Andrea Brown 

Please find below an update on the activities of Betchworth United Charities  
during 2017. 

The Charity makes grants to local residents and organisations on the basis of 
need in the parishes of Betchworth, Buckland and Brockham.  In 2017 the  
Trustees have made grants to individual people and to several local  
organisations.   

During 2017, the Trustees of Betchworth United Charities continued the various 
benevolent activities as approved by the Charity Commission.  The assistance 
consists mainly of making grants of money or providing appropriate items,  
services or facilities to residents of Betchworth and Brockham who are elderly, in 
need or suffering hardship or distress. Small grants are also awarded for  
educational purposes.  

The majority of the BUC’s income comes from The Henry Smith Charity.  It      
requires that only the equivalent of one year’s grant (currently £12,075) can be 
held in reserve. I am pleased to announce that The Henry Smith Charity agreed 
our grant for 2017 to the sum of £12.075.00.  The only other assets of BUC are 
the result of several small ancient bequests held in an investment account. 

mailto:betchworthmag@hotmail.com
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The Trustees met three times during 2017 to review cases of need in the 
Parishes of Betchworth and Brockham.  

Figures can be found in the accounts and cover grants for specific cases of 
need and helped to make the life of severely disabled, terminally ill, and 
elderly parishioners more comfortable or enjoyable. As usual Christmas 
gift vouchers and birthday cards were given to the residents of Broome 
Park and Old Wall Cottage.  These are very gratefully received.  Local  
beneficiaries of around 34 people received payments in June and  
December. 

Applications are welcome from individuals and organisations and an  
application form is available on written request to The Clerk to the  
Trustees, Betchworth United Charities, c/o 15 Nutwood Avenue,  
Brockham, Betchworth, RH3 7LT or email snowwhite15@btinternet.com . 

The Trustees look forward to continuing their work in the coming year.  
Further information about Betchworth United Charities along with contact 
details can be found on the village websites. 

NURSERY  AND PRE-SCHOOL GROUPS 
 
Betchworth And Buckland Children’s Nursery                  Alison Higgins 
This year marks a landmark for the Nursery as we celebrate our 25th  
Anniversary.  Having started life in one classroom of The Acorns,  
Betchworth base we now have our own purpose built facility complete 
with outside play area.  Whilst there have been many changes over the 
past 25 years, the fundamental ethos of the Nursery remains the same: 
creating a safe and inspiring environment for our pre-school children.  We 
have been helped greatly by the Church and the village over the years, and 
we hope some of you will be able to join us at our 25th Anniversary  
Garden Party to be held on the school field in June (more details to follow 
in the Parish Magazine). 

We like to take advantage of fine days and our beautiful surroundings and 
had several local trips over the past year including our now annual visit to 
Home Farm to look at the newborn calves.   

We would like to record our thanks to Carol Coslett for all her support  
during her time as Rector and for always making time to read stories in the 
Nursery and for welcoming both children and parents to the Church for 
seasonal stories at Christmas and Easter.  We wish her well in her new  
appointment.    
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Concerts/Recitals Committee         Melvin Hughes 

The Committee comprised Melvin Hughes (Chairman), the Rector, Pam Armitage 
(who resigned during the course of the year), Hilary Ely (Secretary), Jane  
Forrester and Margaret Miller.  All have put a considerable effort into delivering 
successful concerts/recitals.   Two Organ Recitals were held during the year in aid 
of Church Funds.  These are covered under ‘Music: Choir & Organ’ above. 

Considerable effort was expended in attempting to plan a Concert for the Flower 
Festival in 2018 but there were radically different views as to what form such a 
concert might take. Sadly, the compromise approaches that had to be developed 
instead had not resulted in any firm result at year end and this work continues 
into 2018. 

VERGER                    Graham Williams 

The last twelve months have been eventful to put it mildly!   We have had 
twelve weddings this year.  We have also had the loss of two dear friends,  
Gordon Forest and Rhona Hill.  Both will be very much missed.  Then there was 
the tragedy of the Nunes family. 

I would like to thank Josh Flynn for looking after the churchyard grass cutting.  
Many people have commented on how good it looks.  

So far we have six weddings this year so far, with the first one in May, and two 
lined up for 2019 already. 

Thank you to Melvin and the Choir for helping to make the weddings even more 
special. 

WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER        Tom Briscombe 

St Mary’s hosted the Women’s World Day of Prayer on Friday 3 March, prepared 
by the Christian women of the Philippines.  We joined the 170 countries and 3 
million other people in prayer, song and worship – focusing on ‘Am I being unfair 
to you’. The weather in Buckland was very unfair, as the rain lashed down. This 
didn’t prevent a good attendance with the many voices, and representation from 
all UMG churches.  We were accompanied by Flutes, piano and guitar. Philippine 
women’s artwork reflected fairness, balance and justice conveying an imbalance 
of life. Following processions and the offering, Matthew 20 was 
read.  Throughout this service we held on to the truth that God is a fair and just 
God. The women of Suriname will feature in 2018. 

mailto:snowwhite15@btinternet.com
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During the year Alan Burke finally relinquished his role as Stewardship Secretary 
and his long service in this post is gratefully acknowledged. Bernard Hawkins 
now undertakes this task. Linda Slater, stepped down as Chair of the Committee 
in July and her place has also been taken by Bernard.  

Late in the year the PCC agreed that a ‘Friends’ group similar to the one at St 
Mary the Virgin, Buckland should be set up at Betchworth.  The Stewardship 
Committee has been tasked to explore the issue further and bring a proposal 
back to the PCC as soon as possible. New Data Protection Legislation is expected 
to require some additional administrative activity in 2018, but details are only 
just being released.  

Education / Outreach Committee                        Margaret Miller 

Education / Outreach committee, made up of representatives from both  
parishes, reviews the Charity giving from St Michael’s and activities for children 
and adults, apart from the Sunday Services. 

During 2017 our children enjoyed Easter crafts on Good Friday, and in Sunday 
Club on Easter Sunday, joined by many visiting children. We invited the children, 
who have been baptised at St Michael’s and St Mary’s over the last 5 years, with 
their parents, to a party, complete with an entertainer who managed to engage 
all ages, before tucking into tea.  We celebrated Harvest with activities in the 
Reading Room, including making an Altar frontal, which can be used in following 
years. . These events bring in families who may not regularly attend the Sunday 
services, and provide a contact with the wider community.  

Some Family services have been themed this year, with golfers, walkers and 
even a Pet service, all held at St Mary’s, with regular baptisms at both Churches.  
Sunday Club again had a Tree at the Alternative Christmas Tree festival, as well 
as fund raising to Twin our Church toilet. The usual Toy service for Welcare, and 
Christingle service for The Children’s Society were both well supported.   
Preparations are underway for the Lent Course and Lent lunches.  We will miss 
Gordon Forrest, in whose home most of our meetings take place, and who  
supports Anne and therefore this Committee, in many ways.      

Reports have been received from all the Charities supported by both Churches, 
these will be reviewed for the coming three years,  and the Notice Boards have 
been kept up to date.        

Over the year contact has been made with many people within the two Parishes, 
ensuring that St Michael’s and St Mary’s remain a relevant and active part of 
these villages.       

 7 

 

Toddlers                      Debbie Jones 

We are hugely grateful to Hazel who very successfully ran the toddler 
group from October 2014 to December 2016 with assistance from her 
grandmother Mary and sister Chelsea. Debbie Jones has now taken 
over co-ordination of the group.  

The group is on a Tuesday morning 10 - 12 at £2 per family. All are  
welcome including mums, dads, grandparents, and childminders. We 
have a different craft activity every week - these have included painting, 
colouring, gluing, sticking stickers, and seasonal card making. There is a 
baby corner, ride on area and yummy and healthy snacks for both 
adults and children. We finish with a story and songs. At Christmas we 
all went into the church and Reverend Carol told us the nativity story 
and lead the singing. 

Numbers have built and we now have a small but loyal following.  The 
children particularly like that we are a bit smaller (and friendlier) than 
many other groups. We continue to undertake publicity at local schools 
and groups to attract additional families. 

CHARITIES 

Welcare  
Over the year St Michael’s congregation have supported Welcare with 
generous gifts of food and toys to support them in their work with  
families in difficulty in the area round Redhill, which includes Brockham 
and Betchworth.  Thanks must go the North Downs School for their 
huge and generous contribution of storable food stuffs to the Welcare 
food bank.  Despite this generosity the food bank continues to need 
support as certain items run out half way through the year.  Thank you 
to all who gave remarkably fine toys to the Welcare ‘Toy Shop’ for  
clients who really cannot afford presents for their children.  St Michael’s 
also donated £340 to Welcare in 2017. 

The Children’s Society          Margaret Miller 
 
2017 has been another year when the people of Buckland and  
Betchworth have been very supportive of the Children’s Society.  
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 With the box holders raising an amazing £309-66p,  we are aware of the great 
need of support for children and young people, who do not have the love and 
care that we are able to provide for our own families. Many of these children are 
in families that are having problems with housing, work or health.  Children’s 
Society support staff are able to provide the mentoring and a caring adult  that 
children are able to talk to.  

A recent addition to the support Children’s Society can give is to Young Carers, 
those children and young people who support and care for a family sibling or 
parent, and some- times both. This has a serious effect on the young persons’ 
activities with peers at school. Many have to help before school, worry during 
school time and have to return home quickly to assist in the care of either  
siblings or a disabled parent.   

If you would like to support these Children and young people,  please contact 
me, Margaret Miller on jma.miller@btinternet.com or 01737 842098,  and I can 
provide you with a collecting Box. 

Christian Aid                                    Tom Briscombe 

Christian Aid Week was with us from 14th to 20th May and traditional door to 
door collections in Betchworth and further afield was most successful. The key 
theme in 2017 told of families like Nejebar in Afganistan who had to flee the  
Taliban to arrive in Greece to live as refugees with little protection from the 
weather along with their five children. 

A further insight to CA activities in 2017 was a visit to St Mary’s Horsell by Tom 
Briscombe where a CA Focus Group led by Stephanie Denning was held. 

To further benefit the CA Charity the Rectory advertised and held a ‘Big Brekkie’ 
on Monday morning 22nd May. This is a community event that raises additional 
money. The Rectory kitchens were busy with chefs Martin & Tom in attendance. 

The previous Sunday 21st saw a Christian Aid Joint Family Service with The St 
Michael’s Music Group, screen shots of refugees and a guest speaker from  
Christian Aid. The church was adorned with bright red balloons and colourful 
bunting which will have added colour to the large baptism party.  

We heard how the CA contributions are filtered through a global coalition of 
many churches that work together in humanitarian assistance, advocacy and 
development.  Grateful thanks were conveyed to all collectors and contributors 
during CA week with special thanks to Carol, Tom, Liz and Anne with £1,627.15 
raised from Buckland and a final combined Church sum of £3,034.08 including 
Gift Aid sent to Christian  Aid. 

CA activities that can be suitable for money raising initiatives – See below. 
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/inyourarea/news/  
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Finally December came and again the Crib Service. This year we  attracted over 
500 people, it is hard to believe that that many people can get into the area that 
we use, but they did.  A new Mary this year  and some amazing young readers, 
together with our talented musicians made the service as magical as ever. 

There are two other events that happen throughout the year which need to be 
mentioned here. One is John and Margaret Miller and their wonderful team of 
helpers who provide the Afternoon Drop in Teas in the Hamilton once a month. 
This has been going for 5 years now and has raised considerable funds for some 
very worthwhile causes. Also a thank you to all the people that collect and dry the 
rose petals that we bag up for confetti at our Betchworth Weddings. 

SUBCOMMITTEES: STEWARDSHIP/EDUCATION & OUTREACH/CONCERTS &  
RECITALS 

Stewardship Committee                   Bernard Hawkins 

The main activity of the Stewardship Committee during 2017 was to prepare for 
and oversee the Stewardship campaign.  A leaflet was produced ‘St Michael’s 
Betchworth: Still at the heart of the community in 2017’, which attempted to set 
out what the Church stood for, what it did in the Community, as well as seeking 
practical and financial support for its activities.  As was made clear in the leaflet if 
every member of the electoral roll gave an extra £1 a week the sum of £8,000 
would be raised covering the shortfall in the church’s income.   

During August, the leaflet was sent to all those on the Electoral Roll and distribut-
ed to all parishioners via the Betchworth Parish Magazine. The Stewardship  
Campaign was the focus of the Betchworth Harvest Festival Service on Sunday 17 
September 2017 when Gabby Parikh, the Diocese of Southwark Parish Giving  
Communications Officer, was the guest speaker.  The return of Pledge Forms was 
sought prior to this Service and the Committee arranged for individual PCC  
members to make follow up calls to all church members on the Electoral Roll. 
The Stewardship Campaign was seen as a success – as set out in the December 
2017 Parish Magazine. A total of £15,000 was raised, comprising £9,000 as one-off 
donations in the current year, and £6,000 as regular Standing Orders. Note that 
the objective of increasing the annual income by £8,000 was not fully met.   

Further opportunities will need to be taken to reinforce the message to members 
of the Electoral Roll of the vital benefit of annual financial commitments to their 
church. It is hoped that the forthcoming 2018 Flower Festival will prompt further 
such regular donations. 

mailto:jma.miller@btinternet.com
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/inyourarea/news/


 24 

 

In April we held our Wedding Celebrations Concert. The evening consisted of some 
very  familiar music, together with readings and poetry all popular at church  
weddings. John Sharples was our organist for the evening and various people read. 
The evening was deemed a great success by those who attended and it added 
handsomely to the church coffers. 

South Nutfield Choral Society lead by Sue Hughes came to Betchworth and gave us 
the opportunity to hear some wonderful items beautifully performed, a most  
enjoyable concert. 

Two Organ Recitals were held in church this year, one by the amazing D'Arcy 
Trinkwon and another by the very talented Stephen Disley.  We continue to thank 
Melvin Hughes for managing to persuade  these incredibly busy and gifted  
organists to come to perform for us at St. Michael's. 

Our Harvest Lunch on 17th September was most enjoyable this year. 

Diana Fitchett took the lead this year and put together a band of helpers including 
the ever faithful John and Jeannette Foreman and Julie and Charles Hardy BBQ and 
Bar respectively. Villagers provided some of the most amazing puddings. 

After lunch the village divided into teams for the ever popular tug of war  
competition, which proved very competitive!  .  

However, the highlight of the afternoon proved to be the Dog Show. Steve Carter 
was our judge for the afternoon and did a wonderful job with a great bunch of 
dogs and their owners  Great fun was had both competing and spectating at this 
event. The Edwards lovely black Labrador" TED" won the Best In Show Cup. 

Another notable event this year was the Sunday that Peter Slot preached his   
official 'last'  sermon, which was also his 85th birthday.  This was celebrated in 
church, after the service, with a village get together. 

In November teams of volunteers from St. Michael's and St. Mary's manned road 
closures and shook buckets at the Brockham Bonfire. The Bonfire committee give 
us a most generous donation  every year, which make the few hours spent out on 
a November evening a very profitable for both churches. However, our regular 
band of volunteers ( almost always the same people), are getting older. So Please, 
if anyone would like to join us on Bonfire Duty we would love to hear from you. 

November was also our 2nd Alternative Christmas Tree Festival. Again 20  
organisations in the village each provided an Alternative Christmas Tree.  Also this 
year the village came together to knit nearly 700 green 8" squares to make our 
magnificent Knitted Christmas Tree. When the tree was dismantled the knitted 
squares were all packed up ready to be  made up into blankets to go out to Syria 
and other countries that so badly need them. 
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CLEANING ROTAS/SPRING CLEAN       

Cleaning Rotas               Debbie Francis 

First of all, a huge thank you to all the volunteer cleaners who continue to keep 
the church clean and tidy throughout the year.  However, as always, we could do 
with more help from parishioners to spread the load.  If there is anyone in the 
village or nearby who can spare an hour every month or 6 weeks they would be 
very welcome.     The rota is prepared so that at least 2 people work together to 
cover the different areas of the church. 

Apart from the general cleaning duties it is important that the church is ready for 
weddings, funerals and notable dates in the Church calendar. 

The rota is prepared for the whole year but published monthly in the Betchworth 
Magazine.  Even though I am now staying in Devon I am continuing to  
co-ordinate the rota so please contact me on debbie623.francis@yahoo.co.uk if 
you have any queries. 

Spring Cleaning              Jane Forrester 

This year’s spring cleaning took place on the afternoon of Sunday 2nd April and all 
day on Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th. A total of 30 men, women and children 
(Bridget’s grandchildren) came to help prepare the church to gleam for Easter.  
Of these, seven attended on more than one day.  A big “thank you” to all of them 
and to everyone who has tarn part in this annual undertaking over the past 25 
years while I have been in charge of the organisation.  I am now hanging up my 
dusters and putting away the polish.  I hope you will all be as supportive to my 
successors as you have been to me.  

CHURCH FLOWERS                          Jackie Ellison 

The Church has been enhanced as always by the beautiful flower displays  
created by our team of flower arrangers.  we are most grateful to Katherine  
Burgess, Margaret Parkinson, Pam Patch, Sally Pemberton, Jan Sasserath, Eiluned 
Slot, Sara Smart and Diane Shadbolt for all their hard work.  Particular thanks 
goes to Margaret who is stepping aside after more than thirty years on the team. 
Plans are moving forward apace for the coming Flower Festival which will be 
held in the Church over the last May bank holiday weekend. 

mailto:debbie623.francis@yahoo.co.uk
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CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP                               Tom Briscombe 

Contemplative prayer in the Lady Chapel continued as a ‘silent’ prayer initiative 
during 2017.  Our prayer group meets on a Wednesday afternoon and on some 
Sunday’s on the 4th week of the month.  The first session held on Wednesday 1st 
March 2017 at 4pm. (Ash Wednesday}. Attendances have varied from between 2 
and 8 individuals seeking to draw closer to God and to experience Christ’s  
presence. Our March session reflected on our forthcoming journey through Lent. 
Our last prayer session was held on the 1st November 2017 with over 10 sessions 
held during the year. 

We pray in the presence of many small candles that are symbols of love and 
hope, and of light and warmth and our sessions begin and conclude with the 
gentle sound of Tibetan singing bowls. We have heard excerpts from John Bell, 
Stuart Townsend and the poetry of Anam Cara.  We meet as would a family, 
bound as one together in love, within our sacred space. Other guest leaders have 
joined us throughout the year, including Revd Canon David Eaton and Revd  
Canon Carol Coslett, Hilary Ely (Church Warden) has held the Sunday evening 
sessions.  We continue to pray for and remember Revd Helen Burnett for her 
instigation of these prayer sessions.  

FAIRTRADE                                   Tom Briscombe 

Fairtrade Fortnight 2017 (27 February to 12 March 2017) - Betchworth and  
Buckland joined forces with the rest of the country to help ensure a fair deal for  
disadvantaged farming communities by holding a Fairtrade break at The Rectory 
on Monday 6th March from 08.30am – 11am. Coffee, Tea, rolls, biscuits and a 
host of Fairtrade goods were available along with a large screen video showing 
the success of many women now empowered to take control of their farming 
businesses. Having the perfect cuppa or a snack is part of our daily routine, yet 
millions of farmers who produce the treats we enjoy struggle to make a living 
and they do not get paid what they deserve. With a good attendance at the  
Rectory over £100 was raised on the day.  Fairtrade stalls run by Iris Patterson 
were seen during Lent, Women’s World Day of Prayer, Alternative Christmas 
Tree Fest and Fairtrade Sunday. Special thanks to Iris Patterson for raising over 
£350 at these services and events. 

GIRL GUIDING IN BUCKLAND AND BETCHWORTH                                 Jane Stewart 

The 1st Buckland Rainbows and Brownies meet on a Monday evening in The 
Reading Room.  I am pleased to say that Buckland Guides will shortly be  
restarting on Monday evenings and due to parental requests, will be run from 
Brockham School.  Eleanor the new leader, is looking forward to welcoming new 
Guides and is busy organising the programme for the forthcoming term.   
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Service Rotas                    Melvin Hughes 

Every 4 months or so a new Service Rota is produced for Betchworth and  
Buckland jointly. This lists all Services, Officiants, Preachers, Sidesmen, Readers, 
Servers, Intercessors and Coffee providers. I am grateful for the significant input 
by the Rector and for the work Philip Haynes from Buckland does in identifying 
coverage for Buckland.  
 
The task of producing the Rota is a delight given the permutations of availability 
and preferences that emerge from a consultation carried out before each one is 
prepared. Finalising it merely requires the conceptual abilities normally  
associated with 3 dimensional chess players and the rigour of a professional 
proof reader.  

I am grateful for the various volunteers that contribute to fulfilling these roles in 
our Services.  I am even more grateful when they turn up on the allocated day.  
We could however do with more volunteers, particularly Sidesmen and Coffee 
providers.  With effect from the APCM 2018 the task of producing these rotas 
passes to Hilary Ely.  I am heartbroken not be fulfilling this role in future. 

Coffee and Tea in Church                 Hilary Ely  

One of the most important aspects our worshipping community is friendship and 
hospitality.  Thanks to a small team of servers, ably supplied with Fair Trade 
coffee and tea by Brenda Judd, there is a friendly, happy meeting point after 
each morning service.  

No charge is made for coffee & tea, but a donation is requested to cover costs, 
any surplus funds going towards flowers for major church festivals and for our 
periodic Flower Festival, the next one planned for May 2018.  During 2017, £351 
was collected for this purpose.  Thanks to all who host our coffee times and 
make them such a happy occasion, and thanks to Brenda and Margaret for  
organising provisions.  If you would like to join the rota to host coffee time, 
please talk to one of the churchwardens. 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES & FUNDRAISING                                               Pam Armitage 

As always the Church has been busy with social and fund raising events year. 

The now annual Wedding Preparation day held in Brockham at the beginning of 
the year and attended by all the Upper Mole Churches is proving to be a  
worthwhile and informative event.  
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The other major task is editing and refreshing the websites.  St Michael’s and St 
Mary’s each has a separate website, but they work very much in tandem, each 
promoting the activities across the benefice.  All special events and regular  
activities are publicised on the Events and Calendar pages, each month’s services 
can be found on the Home page.   Photos of our activities can be found in the 
Gallery, the current month’s Pews News sheets are available to view, and there 
is a growing archive of parish magazines.  The websites owe much to the  
expertise of Melanie, and Hilary and Christine are on a crash course to learn how 
it’s done.   
In 2017, St Michael’s Church website received 3281 visits with 11402 pages 
viewed, and St Mary’s 2212 visits with 6322 pages viewed.    

In addition, the Parish Office has a Facebook page where we publicise events 
and post photos and reports of happy occasions.  So far, the page has 32  
Followers – we should like that to grow.  

Please Like or Follow us on Facebook, visit our websites, and let Christine or  
Hilary know if there is anything you would like to see posted on there.  In 2018 
we plan to change the websites’ structure in what we hope will be helpful ways 
but will make sure that the websites remain fully accessible during the process.  

SERVERS/ SERVICE ROTAS & AFTER SERVICE COFFEE 

Servers                   Elizabeth Vahey 

Throughout 2017, Liz Vahey, Carol Leeds, Jane Forrester, Hilary Ely, Graham  
Williams, and Brenda Judd have continued to serve by assisting the clergy at the 
altar and feel it is a privilege to be able to serve God and the Church in this  
special way.  We have also welcomed Caroline Gale who now has the  
archdeacon’s permission to assist with the chalice.  The tasks we perform are to 
receive the Offertory, assist the presiding Priest in the preparation of the bread 
and wine, administer the chalice, and assist the Priest after communion. Each 
year all Servers in the Diocese are invited to attend a special Festival in  
Southwark Cathedral to renew their vows and meet other Servers from other 
parishes.   This year the Bishop of Southwark took the service.  During the  
afternoon we were all invited to the Library to hear The Rev. Wealands Bell give 
a talk on The History of Religion.   Unfortunately the talk had to finish early as it 
was time for Choral Evensong sung by the choir of St, John the Divine, Selsdon.  
We value the opportunity each year to attend the Cathedral for our special day.     
For your diary the next Diocesan Servers' Festival will be on Saturday the 20th 
January 2018 
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 Girlguiding gives girls the opportunity to make new friends with others from    
different schools. We have girls attending not only from Buckland and Betchworth 
but Brockham, Leigh, Redhill and Reigate too.  Our evenings are fun, challenging 
and adventurous, inspiring the girls to discover the best in themselves and to make 
positive contributions to the communities in which they live. 

At the start of the year the Rainbows and Brownies visited Kidzania in London 
where the girls had fun and were given realistic insights into the adult world of 
work!!  

The Rainbows enjoyed visiting Buckland Windmill and learning all about its history 
and particularly having the opportunity to go right to the top.  As part of their Out 
and About Badge the Brownies walked around Park Pit and had a picnic on the 
lawn with lovely views over the lake. 

In the summer we went on a residential camp to Blackland’s Farm in East Grinstead 
with North Holmwood Brownies.  The weekend had a tropical island theme and as 
well as crafts, singing, dancing and cooking the girls went swimming and             
rock-climbing too. 

HAMILTON ROOM                               Robert Hamilton 

The small hall in Church Street (officially the Betchworth Community Room Trust) 
was set up in 1991 by the Goulburn Estate for the use of the local community and 
church.  It also contains the Meg Ryan Room, devoted to local history.   
 
The room has a dozen or so committed users who hire it for meetings or other  
activities every week.  These users provide the majority of the room’s income and 
usage.  As a result there are relatively few slots taken by occasional bookings.  The 
regular bookers include groups like beading and yoga, which seem to be very    
popular.  Another well attended booking continues to be the “Drop-in-Teas” on 
Wednesday afternoons. 

St Michael’s Church is another very regular and welcome user of the room for its 
meetings and events.  It is also used by the Sunday School club as well as during 
weddings. 

A small but important function of the room is to be Betchworth’s polling station 
during elections. 

The archives in the Meg Ryan Room, run by Karen Wilson and Jane Le Cluse, are a 
very important part of the Hamilton Room.  Some income from the room bookings 
is used to support and develop the archives.  This year Karen and Jane have seen a 
marked increase in visitors to the archives and have supported them in their      
research as well helping them to access the resources. . 
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 They have also dealt with email and phone enquiries, which usually relate to 
family history.  They are continuing to catalogue photographs and documents as 
well as indexing the parish magazines. 

This year's exhibition, to be held later in the year, will feature 'Trades and  
Services' in Betchworth. 

We are grateful to those who help run the room on a day-to-day basis, in  
particular Graham Williams and David Hill.  We also pay tribute and fond  
remembrance to David’s parents, Gordon and Rhona, who were tireless  
supporters of the room.  

We thank the regular users for the respect and care with which they use the 
room.  It is left tidy and the few rules and regulations are well observed.  Most 
importantly the room is a valuable resource for the Betchworth community and 
is appreciated and enjoyed by all its users. 

HOUSE GROUPS & EMMAUS GROUPS/ LENT COURSE 

House Groups           June Letheran 

House Groups have not met during 2017 but expect to start again after Lent 
2018. 

Emmaus “Lite” /Confirmation Group          Rector 

In 2017 we again offered sessions following a shortened Emmaus Nurture 
Course. 
The 3 main sections to our discussions included:     
What Christians Believe:  God is there and matters; Jesus-historical background, 
ministry, death and resurrection, and becoming a Christian  
How Christians Grow: Learning to pray/reading the Bible/ belonging to the 
church and Holy Communion 
Living a Christian life: living God’s way, your money and your life, sharing the 
faith  
It was a delight to host different group sessions for young people and for  
discerning adults, either preparing for Baptism, Admission to Communion or 
Confirmation.  

Times were organized according to demand and availability. All sessions were 
hosted in the Rectory, apart from one session conducted in church to experience 
and learn about communion. The young people following the course were  
admitted to receive communion, and this led them to prepare for Confirmation.  
In September Betchworth hosted a Reigate Deanery Confirmation service with 
the Bishop of Croydon The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark.  At the service 19 Adults 
and young people were confirmed from the Upper Mole Group. 
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PARISH VISITING & HOME COMMUNION                      Rector 

Pastoral visiting has continued this year with the help of Linda Scott who is a contact 
for those housebound or in residential homes.   Hospital visiting has also been  
undertaken by the Rector, Margaret Miller and others in the congregation. The  
challenge is being notified if someone would welcome a visit and finding out which 
ward and hospital they are in.    We also circulated an e- prayer letter prepared by 
Linda Slater and is a way of including those who can no longer get to church in  
fellowship.  This is valued by those who receive it. 

Every month the Rector has visited a small number of residents at the Old Wall 
Cottage and conducted a small service of either Holy Communion or a Songs of 
Praise, this is being covered in the interregnum by Eileen Stranghan from St Phillips.   
We continue to visit Broome Park once a month giving communion to about 20  
ladies and gentlemen.   These services have been led by Rector Carol, and now by 
Canon David Eaton.  Julie Hardy accompanies the hymns with June Letheren and 
Carol Leeds helping to administer the chalice.   It is good that we have such a  
positive relationship with Broome Park and several of them now attend Drop in Teas 
and we try to include them in as much of church and village life as possible. 

 We also take the Sacrament to people who are now unable to attend Church.  For 
those who cannot easily make their own way to church a rota for transport is in  
operation. Thanks must go to John and Margaret Miller and Linda Slater for  
organising this valued scheme, and for all who have supported the community with 
pastoral care.  Linda Scott is also a telephone contact for anyone who needs visiting.   

PARISH OFFICE & WEBSITE                                Hilary Ely  

In May 2017 we said an affectionate farewell to our Parish Administrator, Melanie 
Marsh and wished her well with her family in their new life in the United States.  
Melanie started work in the Rectory, and was key to the successful creation in 2014 
of a parish office for both parishes in Buckland Reading Room.  Later in the year, we 
welcomed her successor, Christine Deards, who continues to provide invaluable 
support for all our activities in the joint benefice.  Grateful thanks to all who worked 
to bridge the gap between Melanie and Chrisitne , especially Tilly Riiser and Tom 
Briscombe, who continue to support the work of the parish office. 

The Parish Office is kept busy with the regular work of creating the weekly Pews 
News, drafting and producing special orders of service, printing out and distributing 
music lists and rotas.  Every month there is a flurry of activity around the time of the 
Parish Magazine deadline, to make sure that all the church notices and reports are 
sent in on time.  In addition, Christine prepares and prints publicity for our special 
occasions and events, and fields enquiries.    
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At North Downs we believe it is important for our children to gain an appreciation 
of the lives of children who are not so fortunate.  The members of our school  
community have been very already been very active in their fundraising this 
school year and, so far, have raised a total of £808 for Children in Need and BLISS 
and £926.12 for Save the Children. 

I very much appreciate our links with our local churches and look forward to  
continuing our work together in the future. 

OUTREACH DONATIONS 2017 (269 words)               
Margaret Miller 

It was decided some years ago, that as well as supporting the up-keep of  St 
Michael’s Parish Church and the activities undertaken, that approximately 10% 
( or a tithe) of the service collections and donations given by Parishioners, 
attendees and those visiting, should be directed to other Charities, both in the UK 
and overseas.  The various Charities keep in contact with St Michael’s, and infor-
mation can be found on the Noticeboards in Church. 

For 2017 donations have been sent from Church Collections etc to: 
Overseas:  Against Malaria   £ 1,000.00 
  Lunghi. Sierra Leone   £ 1,000.00 
  Zimbabwe Link   £   200.00 
  Christian Aid   £   164.00 *1 

  Bible Society    £   100.00   
UK and Overseas: Bishop’s Lent Call  £   600.17 *2 

  USPG Refugee Appeal £   300.00 
UK: Welcare    £   340.00 *3 
  British Legion   £   450.00 
  Church Urban Society £   200.00 
  Renewed Hope Trust £   200.00 
  Farming Community Network £ 200.00 
  Children’s Society  £   210.00*4 

In addition to the donations from St Michael’s, the contact with some Charities 
goes further.   

1) Christian Aid Street collections raised over £3,000 from Betchworth and  
 Buckland; 
2)   Lent Call - this figure includes also donations from Lent Lunches 
3) Welcare - at the Harvest festivals in Church, and held by North Downs  
 Primary School, tinned and dry foods are also donated, and, 
3) 4) Children’s Society Christingle Services held at St Michael’s and in each 

School base, and House-box holders also donated in excess of £ 900.00. 
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 Upper Mole Group Lent Course 2017                  The Revd Dr Rob Kenyon/The Rector  

The combined Upper Mole Group Lent course was aimed at trying to bring together 
both existing believers and new enquirers into the Christian faith.  It was based on the 
novel " Les Misérables " by Victor Hugo.  Course participants were asked to think again 
about our purpose here on earth, and to question acceptance of a higher being, at the 
same time contemplating whether God interacts with His creation and if so how and 
why.  Approximately 40 people across the whole Upper Mole Group attended the 
course. The course ran on five consecutive Tuesday evenings: 7 & 14 March and 3 April 
(Christ Church, Brockham); 21 March (St Mary, Buckland) and 28 March (Emmanuel 
Church, Sidlow Bridge).  

The course, "Another Story Must Begin",by Jonathan Meyer lasted five weeks and used 
a number of the principal characters from the film adaption of the musical  ‘Les  
Misérables ‘ by Cameron Mackintosh from the novel by Victor Hugo to explore        
different facets of human character.  

The first four weeks of the course focussed on looking at four individual characters 
within the story: 1) Fantine (who to save her daughter's life became a prostitute); 
2) The Bishop of Digne;  3) Jean Valjean, and 4) Javert (the prison guard turned police 
inspector. Javert’s life was devoid of compassion until he encountered Jean Valjean 
during the Rebellion of 1832, where Valjean spared Javert's life). This action in turn 
caused Javert later that night to spare Valjean's arrest.  However, Javert  experienced a 
deep torment which resulted in him committing suicide.  

The course concluded with an optional week 5 which looked at the issues of  
Redemption and Salvation as played out in the book and film. This final section tried to 
assess how Valjean, as he approached the end of his life , had arrived at a sense of  
fulfilment and so died a peaceful man. 

Thus throughout the five weeks of the course we were led to think about the power of 
the grace of God to transform lives. The course was well supported from members of 
all the churches, and it seemed to work well to keep to the same day of the week but 
move venues.  

JUNIOR CHURCH (INCLUDING CHILDRENS’ JUNIOR CHURCH CORNER/ /GOOD FRIDAY 
ACTIVITIES/CANDLEMAS/MESSY HARVEST) & CHRISTINGLE        

Junior Church                  Sarah Munroe and Amy Jago 

2017 has seen the "relaunch" of a Sunday Club for children of St Michael's and              
St Mary's. We meet on the first Sunday of each month in the Hamilton Room for a 
themed craft activity, stories and song, after which we join the rest of the congregation 
in church in time for communion. We have a small but growing number of children 
who attend, predominantly in the under 8s age group.  Our numbers are often swelled 
by visiting children during "special" services such as baptisms and we aim to be        
inclusive of all-comers . 
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The Sunday Club group was set up by Rev Carol who asked a small number of 
parents in the congregation to volunteer on a rota basis to run the activities 
each month. This has been very successful with the group of parents now 
meeting independently to plan events and share ideas as to how to ensure  
children and families are included in the life of the church. Topics that have been 
covered in Sunday Club include "The Good Shepherd"; "The Ten                      
Commandments", "John the Baptist" and others relating to the church calendar. 
These all provide scope for fun activities, the products of which are often       
displayed in church for the rest of the congregation to admire. 
 
As well as Sunday Club, there have been a number of events aimed at children 
and families in the parishes during 2017. These include Easter activities on Good 
Friday in the Reading Room Buckland and Easter Sunday, with Easter Garden 
making, a "walkabout" service and creation of celebratory banners for the  
children to wave during a procession in the Easter service.  

In June we held a children's party for everyone who had been baptised in both 
churches over the preceding few years. There were party games, an entertainer 
and lots of party food. This was an excellent event for welcoming families back 
to church and very well attended. 

We also ran a "Messy Harvest" event in September, with a range of craft  
activities and the production of an altar cloth decorated by the children. This 
was a lovely means of attracting children from around the area and joining  
together in celebrating the bounty of harvest time.  

December included a "Messy Christingle" service, during which the children  
enjoyed making their own votive, both for themselves and local elderly people. 
There was a large congregation of children of all ages and a moving candlelit 
singalong. 

A very big thank you to Carol and everyone who has been involved in children's' 
activities, which have certainly been invigorated this year. 

 

Christingles                                 Margaret Miller 

A very big ‘Thank’ you to all who contributed in any way to the Christingle  
Services held this past Christmas.  The children at North Downs Primary School 
again chose Children’s Society for their donations,  and raised £246-91p. Thank 
you, also to the families and children who took a major part in the St Michael’s 
family service raising £96-97p. 
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Buckland St Mary’s: (15) Services., Joint Family:  15/1-JF   19/3-JF   18/06-JF                                                                                     

Some Special Services included:  

Easter Day - Walkabout 14 April (Buckland) 

Christian Aid Joint Family Service. 21 May (Betchworth}                                                                      

Messy Harvest 16 September (Reading Room)                                                                                       

Joint All Age Pet & Dog Walkers Service 15 October. (Buckland) 

Remaining (9) Services Buckland was IONA based.  12/02 – 12/03 – 14/05 – 
11/06 - 09/07 13/08 – 10/09 – 08/10 - 10/12  

Betchworth St Michael’s: (7) Family Services, which included baptisms in  
February, June and July, with special services for Harvest (24 September), Toy 
service for Welcare (19 November) and the Christingle service (17 December).  
Attendance at these services is good and often includes those who are new to 
church and welcome a slightly less formal approach.    

Crib Service Music             Julie Hardy 

The Crib Service was held, as it has been for the last few years, in the barn/
garage next to Garden Cottage, Church Street on Sunday 24 December at 5.30 
pm.  The programme of poems, readings and carols has also been the same for 
the last few years.  This year’s instrumentalists were Electric piano (Julie Hardy); 
Flutes (Rachel Thornhill, James Hardy Alice Grassly and Eloise Hamilton; Clarinet 
(Alistair Hardy) and Oboe (George Grassly). 

NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL                  Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

Holding the post of Headteacher at North Downs is something I feel very  
privileged to do.  One thing I value greatly is the close links North Downs has 
with our churches at Brockham and Betchworth.  Once again, our Reception  
children from both Brockham and Betchworth attended a Christingle service at St 
Michael’s and we also held our very popular carol service at Christ Church in 
Brockham, led by lay preacher Jacqueline Dean. 

We have also been very fortunate to have Revd Canon Carol Coslett as a member 
of our Governing body for the past two years and it will be a great loss to our 
school now that she is moving on.  Her valuable contributions have highlighted 
the understanding and passion she has for ensuring we provide high quality  
provision and support for our young people.  She has been a frequent visitor to 
all three sites and could always be relied upon to lead interesting and         
thought-provoking assemblies, often linked to Our Whole School Values; ‘Care, 
Respect Honesty, Freedom, Resilience and Trust’.  Our pupils have enjoyed her 
Harvest assemblies and Christingle and we will miss her leading the school in  
preparations for Easter. 
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Play the Organ Workshop  

On Thursday 13 July 2017 two ‘Play the Organ!’ Workshops’ were held for Year 
6 classes who came over on foot from North Downs Primary School in Brockham 
through the fields to Betchworth Church.  

The Workshop took the form of a presentation from the Rector about the basic 
workings of the pipe organ making comparisons between woodwind  
instruments, flute and clarinet and organ pipes (some of the latter were  
available to blow). This touched on the science of sound and the use of wind 
under pressure.   

All children, whether or not they already played an instrument, were  
encouraged to ‘have a go’ and most improvised by playing duets on the organ.   
Two particular memories stay with me.  To make the have a go element work 
either the Rector or I had to select registration stops.  One girl pupil spotted a 
button on the console with a forward facing arrow on it, said ‘What’s that’ and 
before an answer was given pressed it.  This locked her into the preset  
combinations that D’Arcy Trinkwon had set up for his recent recital and she 
seemed delighted to watch the stops flying in and out as sound levels ebbed and 
flowed from the organ as she played and pressed the button.  Another girl pupil 
very pointedly pushed in the stops that I had selected and tried her own  
selection of one stop at a time listening to the different sounds and power  
levels.  She seemed delighted to discover the Cymbelstern stop (a set of  
untuned Bells).  

Two future Organists?  I hope so!  

MUSIC GROUP & FAMILY SERVICE PLAYERS/CRIB SERVICE MUSIC ETC          

Music Group & Family Service Players                 Tom Briscombe 

The Churches of St Michael’s Betchworth and St Mary’s Buckland were  
supported in part or throughout 2017 by the following musicians and singers: 
Martin Coslett (Guitar), Clara Coslett (Violin) Nikky Briscombe (Piano), Barbara 
Green (Piano), Tom Briscombe (Flute/Clarinet/ Percussion) and Hannah                                                   
Wilson (Flute).  Guest appearances: Roy Newstead (Remembrance Day) and 
various accomplished singers from both Parishes. With special thanks to Richard 
Wheen/Jean Cooke and the Buckland Iona Choir. Guest Appearance: Peter  
Cowley (Guitar) at Buckland. Further thanks to all singers, woodwind and       
keyboard at the Christmas Crib Service (see below). 

During the course of the year over 22 services were played or supported by the 
Music Group.  Both churches need additional singers and musicians for 2018. 
The Family services alternate monthly between the churches. Often they include 
a baptism. 
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Had you been in the Red Lion one evening before Christmas, you may have been 
accosted by St Mary’s Carol singers. Having sung on Buckland Green, they 
called at houses in Old Road, before arriving at the Red Lion, thanks to their gen-
erosity  £262-27p  was raised that evening.  Thanks also to those at St Mary ’s 
and St Michael’s services who also donated to the Children’s Society.   

CS Christingle services are the major fund raising to support the work with  
children and young people, however more ways to support CS can be found on 
their web-site. If you would like more information, please contact me  on 
jma.miller@btinternet.com or   on  01737 842098.          

LENT CALL & LENT LUNCHES/DROP IN TEAS     

The Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call 2017           

The Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call has been offered to the parishes since 1986 
and has raised nearly £1,000,000 for more than 150 projects since then. I am 
grateful to all our churches and schools for their generous gift and fundraising. It 
is so important that we share what we have in this way. In 2017 we were able to 
give grants totalling over £80,000 to our Link Dioceses in Zimbabwe, and to 
projects that work with people in the diocese. The theme for the 2017 Lent 
Call was ‘I was hungry… … I was thirsty’. Projects were selected from our Link 
Diocese in Zimbabwe which concentrate on food security. The project sheets 
spoke of the effects of drought on the people of Zimbabwe. The projects in this 
Diocese cared for those in need of help with issues of homelessness and drug 
education: The Daniel Spargo-Mabbs Foundation offering schools programmes 
on drug addiction; Faith in Action Merton Homelessness Project, and Deptford 
Reach, formerly The Deptford Churches Centre, was founded in 1979, largely 
by committed Christians, to help the homeless and marginalised of Deptford and 
South London 

Alongside our giving is also a call to prayer for these projects and the needs they 
address.  

Lent Lunches                  

This year the bishop's Lent Call focused primarily on food security in three areas 
of Zimbabwe by helping local populations with appropriate technology and 
farming techniques. In addition there were two more local projects; the Daniel 
Spargo-Mabbs Foundation helping to educate young people about drugs and the 
Merton Homelesses Project. All our proceeds from the Lent Lunches went  
towards supporting these projects, and we are very grateful to all who have 
hosted, in their homes or in the Reading Room.  

mailto:jma.miller@btinternet.com
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Drop-In Teas                                        Margaret Miller 

The Afternoon Drop-In Teas started in November 2011, with a small group of cake 
bakers and biscuit makers, assisted by washers-up and those who helped set up  
tables and chairs, provided transport when needed, and Most Importantly made all 
our visitors welcome, with time to sit and chat to those who came on their own or 
with a friend. 

During 2017 we have welcomed new visitors, including a group of walkers from Box 
Hill, who come into the village to begin a circular walk, ending up joining us for tea 
and cake. Broome Park residents, carers and family members are also regular  
visitors. Our visitor numbers this year have increased, resulting in donations being 
sent to: Safe Passage UK, who arrange for unaccompanied minors to have a reliable 
route to join family already settled in the UK; Great Ormond Street Hospital  
Children’s Charity – enabling parents to remain with their child, and events to be  
organised for the families; McMillan Cancer Support, giving advice and support from 
diagnosis to in home care, and, Redhill and Reigate Street Pastors - who patrol the 
town streets late on Friday and Saturday nights to assist and provide support to our 
young people during and after a night out. In many cases this is providing water, or 
flip-flop shoes, to those who have had too much to drink.  

Since Afternoon Drop-In Teas began, our very generous visitors have raised a        
staggering amount for various Charities, totalling £1,396.00 over the 6 years. We 
also have to thank all the cake and biscuit makers, none of whom ask for                
reimbursement of their costs, so all donations go to our charities, which range from 
the Homeless, via Robes and RHP – operating the night shelter in Redhill area, to 
Children’s  charities – Sebastian‘s Trust, the children’s branch of Mencap and Safe 
Passage, as well as Broome Park transport and others..  
 
In all this positivity, we have empty chairs too. We will miss Gordon Forrest, a good 
friend and helper in many ways over the past years, and also in the last few weeks 
Rhona Hill, who right from the beginning with Gordon, were some of our most  
regular visitors. Also Carol C who most months dropped in to chat to everyone, we 
wish her well in Chesterfield, and hope she finds another Drop-in with cake, in her 
new Diocese.   

I would like to thank all who help with the running of the Drop-In : Carol, Liz, Anne, 
June, Linda, and Brenda.  Everett and Alice are also valued members of the team, 
ensuring that the Hall is clean and tidy for the next users, and John, who ensures 
that our ‘annexed visitors’ are kept supplied.    

If you are in Church Street, Betchworth between 2-4pm on the 4th Wednesday each 
month, call in at The Hamilton Room and receive a cup of tea or coffee, sample the 
home made cakes and biscuits and spend a while chatting to friends old and new. 
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 MUSIC: CHOIR & ORGAN       Melvin Hughes, Director of Music 

Choir  

At Betchworth the choral and musical resources continue to strive to present in 
our worship music that makes a worthy offering. Church music needs to be  
special – an offering back of talents received from God – an act of worship that 
gives adequate expression to spiritual thoughts and feelings. It is not the 
dumbed down contemporary music that is flooding the wider church, which 
manages to be both irritating and meretricious in equal measure. The canonical 
Gospels are clear on what we should offer – the woman who anoints Jesus in 
accounts in all the Gospels, uses expensive perfume, the best she can offer.  
Similarly in the main liturgical services at Betchworth we strive to offer the best 
music that our talents permit. 

St Michael’s Choir at maximum strength consist of 15 Members who sing at the 
main Services each Sunday, at many Saturday Weddings, Funerals and  
Memorial Services. However the variable availability of permanent members 
means we increasingly have to call on a pool of ‘extras’ to reinforce the main 
body to cover these many Services. We would be delighted to hear from  
anyone willing to help in either capacity.  

The Service of Nine Lessons with Carols remains the musical highlight of the 
year. Careful planning ensures that a balance is maintained between old and 
new. The Choir is to be congratulated on continuing to tackle new items, which 
included carol settings by Francis Pott (2011), Malcolm Archer (2013), Alan 
Bullard (2016) and Ghislaine Reece-Trapp (2017). It also included ‘evergreens’ - 
‘Adam lay y bounden’ by Boris Ord (1957) and ‘Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child 
BY Kenneth Leighton )1926)‘I saw a Maiden as arranged by Edgar Pettman 
(1930) and ‘Sans Day Carol’ by John Rutter (1969) and the ‘Angels’ Carol’ by 
John Rutter (1988). 

The Good Friday Service of Passiontide Readings and Music covers the Passion 
narrative with suitable hymns and anthems. 

Organ Recitals 

Two Organ Recitals were held during the year in aid of Church Funds (see      
Concerts/Recitals Item)  It was an immense honour to welcome the                 
International Concert Organist, D’Arcy Trinkwon on 24 June who performs in 
international festivals and concerts series in concert halls, cathedrals and 
churches worldwide.  Subsequent to this one of his pupils will be taking their 
Grade 8 exam on the Betchworth organ in Spring 2018.  On 23 September we 
welcomed Stephen Disley (Sub-Organist of Southwark Cathedral) who as a    
recitalist and accompanist has appeared frequently at the Royal Albert Hall and 
has played all the UK . Both gave outstanding recitals. 


