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Parish Letter—June 2018
Dear All,
I am a rubbish church warden. I'm never sure what colour altar front should be in
place, I struggle to remember any creeds and, for goodness sake, don't ask me
why we don't have flowers during advent, when commercially the festival seems
to begin in August. I doubt that my parents ever considered that a Scottish
Presbyterian upbringing would not be the best preparation for such a role.
However, what I do know is the importance of our village church to the
community.
The churches of St Mary's and St Michael's both undertook surveys as part of our
process of seeking a new rector and what came across very strongly, from both
sets of results, is how valued they are and what a central place they have in the
life of the villages. Reading them has been very encouraging and we intend to
publish more on this later.
I love the fact that the parish church can play a supporting role for many of the
key events in people's lives. We get to know couples who are to be married in our
church, we welcome them back for the baptism of their children and we celebrate
and mourn the lives of family members who have died. We also know that St
Michael's has another secret life when it is open during the day. Muddy boots and
paws adorn our green carpet leading up to the altar, comments are left in our
visitor’s book and the children's corner shows evidence that it is not as we left it
on a Sunday. Occasionally we bump into these visitors, learn a bit of their lives
and concerns and can remember them in our prayers.
In addition to our often unseen visitors, we also have a whole team of people who
clean the church, lock it up, hoist appropriate flags and create beautiful flower
arrangements, and without them the church could not continue to do everything it
does. But as we approach another wonderful flower festival in St Michael's we
can look back to four years ago and remember those we no longer have with us
and those who are no longer physically fit enough to help. Our faithful band of
people who keep the church going from week to week is a sadly diminishing and
ageing band. However, from the responses to the survey we know how important
the church is and although people, by their own confession, may not attend, it
still remains at the heart of the village and will no doubt be there for many
centuries to come.
St Mary's has established a Friends of St Mary's group that is solely concerned
with the fabric of the church and the PCC of St Michael's has agreed to establish
a similar group for our church. More information will follow but we will be
looking for someone who would be willing to help establish and chair this group
so any offers or suggestions of suitable candidates would be most welcome.
An interregnum is always a challenging time in the life of the church and in
addition we are welcoming as the new church warden in St Michael's, Bernard
Hawkins, who will no doubt tackle the challenge with his usual good humour and
eminent common sense. We would really welcome your prayers and support
because as I confessed - I am a rubbish church warden.
Linda Slater, Church Warden, St Michael's
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THANK YOU FROM HILARY
At the APCM on 22nd April I stood down as Churchwarden after six years in the
role, and I was overwhelmed and touched by the kind words and the generous gift
I received. During those six years I was privileged to see remarkable and
beautiful changes in St Michael’s, and to work with so many wonderful people
without whose support none of our achievements would have been possible. I’d
like to express a very sincere ‘Thank You’, and my very best wishes and thanks
to Linda and Bernard for carrying on the time-honoured Churchwarden role; you
have my unfailing support (and you know where I live!)
Hilary Ely
CONFIRMATION
I have received enquiries about Adult Confirmation and I am looking to bring
together a small group with a view to attending a Confirmation Service in October,
and preparing together as a group during late August and September.
Confirmation represents a time of exploration about what we believe as well as a
mature renewal of promises made on our behalf when we were baptised as
children. But this also includes those who have not been baptised, when Baptism
and Confirmation can take place together.
It is not easy to sort out in our own minds just what we believe and why we
believe it. Confirmation is an opportunity to explore faith further and whilst I can't
promise everything will or can be crystal clear it is my hope that some light will
shine! If you would like to be part of an Adult Group do please contact me.
David
Canon David Eaton 01737 843915
rev_davideaton@hotmail.com
FROM THE REGISTERS: MAY 2018
Baptisms
We welcome into the church:
20th May.
Hallie Charlotte Pearce, St Michael’s
27th May.
Ada Porter, St. Mary’s
Weddings
We send our congratulations to:
12th May,
Amanda Cartwright & Martin Kemp, St Michael’s
Funerals and Burials
We send our condolences to the family and friends of those who have died:
23rd May David Hill who died on 7th May aged 81 years, formally of The
Stream, Buckland.
Parish Magazine
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JUNE SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S

Date
3rd June
Trinity 1

St. Michael’s Betchworth

St. Mary’s Buckland
9.30 am Parish
Communion

10.45 am Sunday *
11 am Parish
Communion**

10th June

8 am Holy Communion

Trinity 2

9.30 am Parish
Communion (Iona)
8am Holy Communion

11 am Matins **
17th June

10.30 am Family Service

Trinity 3

5pm Choral Evensong
24th June
8am Holy Communion
Trinity 4

11am Parish Communion

9:30am Parish
Communion

10.45 am Sunday Club*

9.30am Parish
Communion

1st July
Trinity 5

11 am Parish Communion **
8th July
Trinity 6

8 am Holy Communion
9.30 am Parish
Communion (Iona)

11 am Matins **

* In the Hamilton Room
** Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are
just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together
CHURCH COLLECTIONS
March 2018:
Collections £528.55
Donations and sales £44.77
Total £573.32
(Of which Gift Aided £418.00)
Parish Magazine
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April 2018:
Collections £774.52
Donations and sales £83.96
Total £858.48
(Of which Gift Aided £529.18)
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CLEANING ROTA - JUNE 2018
DATE

CHANCEL

01-Jun

Mrs Scotcher

08-Jun

Mrs North

NAVE

AISLES

Mrs Wickens

Mrs Pruszynska

Mrs Slot

Mrs Chalker

Mrs Hutton
Mrs Stow

15-Jun

Mrs Armitage

22-Jun

Mrs Hollingworth

29-Jun

Mrs Hardy

06-Jul

Mrs Ferrett

Mrs Hardy

Mrs Ridley

Mrs Pruszynska

Mrs Power

Mrs Ferrett
Mrs Forrest
Mrs Wickens

Mrs Chalker

Mrs Slot

Mrs North

Mrs Scotcher
Mrs Power

PEBBLECOMBE WI
TEAS ON THE GREEN AT BETCHWORTH

Sunday 3rd June 2-5pm
Cream Teas, Cakes, Sausage Rolls, and Tea/Coffee
Tombola and other stalls
We look forward to seeing as many local visitors as possible to our Teas on the
Goulburn Green Betchworth. There will be the usual high standard of WI cake
making, and a warm welcome from WI members.
Weather permitting we will be on the Green, in case of adverse conditions we
will retire to the Hamilton Room
so whatever the weather - the WI Teas will continue!
Parish Magazine
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The Betchworth and Buckland Society
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life
in Betchworth & Buckland
Join us for our annual
SUMMER BBQ
Buckland Green on Sunday 1st July at 4pm

Betchworth Park Golf Club
Whether you are interested in starting out or
a full time player, come and see what we
have to offer at Betchworth Park:

Booking essential as entrance by ticket only
Members £10 (non-members £15)
Children 5-12 half price

Adult Golf Academy
Junior Golf Academy
Golf Society Day
Visitor Green Fees
Excellent Member Facilities
Social Events and Golfing Calendar.

To purchase tickets contact Fiona Brindley 841005
or betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com

Call: 01306 882052
Email:
manager@betchworthparkgc.co.uk

BETCHWORTH VILLAGE TENNIS TOURNAMENT
Saturday July 21st and Sunday July 22nd
A mixed doubles tennis tournament, open to anyone from 12 years and upwards,
who can serve, score and find a partner, if possible from the village. The first
round will be played on Saturday 21st July in 4 gr oups of about 8 pair s, played
American-style, with each pair playing every other pair in the group. The winners
of each of the 4 groups will go on to the semi finals and then, if they win, to the
finals on Sunday afternoon July 22nd.
SO PLEASE Put the dates in your diaries, dust off your
tennis racquets, think SUNSHINE and get playing.
BETCHWORTH NEEDS YOU!
Entries please by June 1st to Eiluned Slot, 842010
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DAVID HILL CBE
According to the internet there are
more than 200 David Hills in the
British Isles, and we have had the
pleasure of having two of them in
and around Betchworth in recent
years. It is therefore with much
sadness that I report that the much
loved
“woodworking”
David
finally lost his battle with cancer
here on Monday 7th May.
David was educated at Radley
College and University College
Oxford, where he gained an
honours degree in Philosophy,
Politics and Economics.
On
completing his degree, he joined
the family firm of Higgs and Hill,
then being run by his Grandfather.
This might sound like a severe
case of nepotism, but Grandfather
wasn’t interested in carrying any
deadweight and insisted that any family member joining the firm had to learn their
trade. Three cousins joined the firm just after the second world war, and each one
was duly apprenticed as a plasterer, a bricklayer or, in David’s case, as a carpenter.
As a result, one of David’s early tasks was to erect temporary wooden studios at
Wimbledon each year for the BBC television cameras and crew.
Higgs and Hill undertook major works in this country and constructed highly
prestigious projects such as the BBC Television Centre at White City and the
Hayward Gallery. Meanwhile David was busy masterminding contracts in Jamaica
and Trinidad. He eventually retired from the position of Vice Chairman in the
autumn of 1995 but, ever busy, went on to become Chairman of the London
Technical and Enterprise Council, and a member of the National TEC until his
retirement in 1998.

Braidwood Wheeler &
CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCO NTANTS
Taxation and Accountancy services for:
Business Start Ups
Individuals

Call: 01737 228928
J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

That, however, is only half the story, as David was also heavily involved in
supporting community activities. He was a stalwart and knowledgeable member of
BQAG, the action group that fought so hard to eliminate the infilling of
Betchworth Lime Quarries. He also used his knowledge of materials and his fully
equipped workshop in Dorking to carefully conjure up the most amazing artefacts.
No village fair was complete without a table full of wooden novelties, each one
meticulously designed and carefully painted to perfection, with details neatly
photographed and recorded on CAD. Many of you will recall the trophy he created
for the Betchworth 1977 Queen’s silver Jubilee celebrations, and the 20foot model
of Big Ben which used to appear on the A25 roundabout to advertise the following
Betchworth Country Fairs back in the 1980s. He was also deeply involved with
Flower Festivals at St Michael’s and village celebrations. Ultimately, he
Parish Magazine
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Companies
Partnerships

Foot Care Focus
 Nail cutting & filing.
 Reduction and removal

of hard skin, verrucas
& corns.
 Clinic treatment or
home visits available.

April Standish

Tel: 07397 154000
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successfully chaired the committee for the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Celebrations
in 2002 and produced his fantastic castle as the central focus on Goulburn Green.
David always took an enthusiastic part in the Harvest Supper entertainment
joining other local “gentlemen” in months of riotous rehearsals of a topical fairy
story irreverently parodying Betchworth Life. Needless to say, he also produced
the props, which on one occasion were so much admired, that they were auctioned
off afterwards. Has anyone still got one of the six walking dogs?
David was the backbone of the Parish Magazine committee and fought hard to
maintain the community input to the magazine and fiercely preserved its
independence. His unique role was to mastermind the preparation of the graphics
and photographs, and to this can be added desk top publishing skills. He must also
take the credit for ensuring that the magazine continues to be published each
month and for maintaining its quality and professional standard.
David we are already missing you, but your influence will be evident in the Parish
for many years to come. Thank you for your skill and gentlemanly enthusiasm in
all that you did for Betchworth.
BH

B
D

BUCKLAND VILLAGE GARDENS OPEN DAY
SUNDAY 22 JULY 2018, 1PM TO 5PM

B
G

Full grooming services
Contact Nikki to book an
appointment Tel : 07967 884661
WWW.BARKINGBEAUTIES.DOG

2 More Place Cottages, Wonham
Lane, Betchworth, RH3 7AD

We are again organising a Village Garden Open day on 22 July 2018, thanks to a
number of generous volunteers who have offered to open their gardens to the
public.
About 8 private gardens will be open for your enjoyment for a one-off ticket price
of £5, payable on entry to your first garden. Details of each garden and a map
will be provided, together with a ‘Garden Pass ticket’ for entry to all the gardens.
All visitors will receive a map of the locations, and a brief description of each
garden.
Five gardens are around the village centre, with others on our attractive lanes up
towards the North Downs—Rectory Lane, Lawrence Lane and Cliftons Lane.
We have several gardens opening for the first time, so there will definitely be
something new to see. A listing of the gardens will appear in the July Parish
Magazine.
Refreshments will be provided in the Reading Room, provided by the PCC. If you
are able to donate a home-made cake, please contact Jean Cooke on 01737
245161. All funds raised will help to maintain the church building and grounds
in good condition for the community.
Duncan Ferns
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BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
Has Betchworth been invaded by aliens?
The answer to this question is: No, don’t be silly, of course not- or Yes, if you
mean an invasive non-native species. So no little green men from Mars in
Betchworth. However, some of the many non-native species of animals and plants
that have been introduced accidentally or on purpose from outside our shores are
certainly present.
The Department for the Environment Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) lists over
seventy such species from American Mink and Canada Geese to Japanese
Knotweed and Zebra Mussels.
Most of us have seen the Canada Geese grazing the fields by our river Mole. They
can cause major damage to amenity grasslands, pastures and crops through grazing
and trampling. However they are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act
that affords legal protection to all birds, their nests and eggs!
Parish Magazine
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What about Japanese Knotweed that grows in some places in Betchworth? It is a
real thug, rather like that other very invasive weed, Himalayan Balsam; both are
listed under Schedule 9 to the Wildlife and Countryside Act. As such, it is an
offence to plant or otherwise allow this species to grow in the wild. That includes
escaping from your property. Japanese Knotweed does not set seeds like
Himalayan Balsam but spreads solely by vegetative means, either fragments of
the rhizome or even the smallest bit of stem.
Japanese Knotweed is a serious threat to properties. It can force its way through
many building materials and can easily grow through asphalt. Some mortgage
lenders have been known to refuse mortgages on buildings that are affected by
Japanese Knotweed.
Identification is relatively easy:
The leaves are green, heart/shield shaped and are usually around
12cm long and form a zigzag pattern up the stem. Mature growth
areas can form dense thickets 2-3m tall, with bamboo-like stems
(hollow, tall & brittle) with nodes/rings.
It blooms in late August/September with creamy white flowers
and dies back between September and November, leaving brown
stems.
You must prevent Japanese Knotweed on your land spreading into the wild. Soil
or plant material contaminated with non-native and invasive plants like Japanese
Knotweed can cause ecological damage and are classified as controlled waste.
You do not have to remove Japanese Knotweed from your land, but you could be
prosecuted or given a community protection notice for causing a nuisance if you
allow it to spread onto anyone else’s property, into the wild or even the highway.
It survives any composting process and will usually infest areas where the
compost is used.
Spraying with chemicals can be an effective treatment to stop invasive plants
from spreading. You must only use approved herbicides. You’ll have to re-spray.
It usually takes 3 years to treat Japanese Knotweed until the underground
rhizomes become dormant.
You may need to do any or all of the following when using chemicals: make sure
anyone spraying holds a certificate of competence for herbicide use or works
under direct supervision of a certificate holder, and carry out a Control of
Substances Hazardous to Health assessment. Get permission from the
Environment Agency if the plants are near water. Sounds like a job for a
professional. Hopefully you have no aliens in your garden but if you do find
Japanese Knotweed take action and seek advice.
For detailed advice search: RHS Japanese Knotweed or visit. www.gov.uk/
guidance/prevent-japanese-knotweed-from-spreading.
Ian Wilson
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www.rsande.co.uk

THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND CHILDREN’S NURSERY
We were 25 years old last October, and to celebrate this anniversary we will be
holding a summer celebration on Saturday 23rd June 2018 at The Nur ser y and,
weather permitting, on the school field.
If you were part of our Nursery group as a parent, child or committee member in
the years since 1992, or were part of the amazing team that helped to build our
new building back in 2002, we would be so pleased to see you. So many families
have passed through our doors it would be impossible to invite individual people,
but if you have been part of our success and have a free hour or so to enjoy
afternoon tea, a glass of Pimms and listen to a Jazz Band, then please come along.
It would be absolutely lovely to see lots of familiar faces!
Parish Magazine
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We are now well under way with our busiest term of the year. Year
6 SATs tests are over and our year 6 are getting ready to transfer to
their secondary schools in September. At North Downs we are
looking forward to welcoming 60 new reception pupils at our
Betchworth and Brockham sites.
Year 6 will be embarking on their residential trip, spending five
adventure filled days at a PGL centre at Windmill Hill, near Hailsham in Sussex.
On their way they will visit Battle Abbey. Once at Windmill Hill they will take
part in a host of different activities, including abseiling, climbing, zip-wire,
trapeze and archery. The evenings will be filled with quizzes, discos and sporting
challenges - not a moment to spare and a fitting end to their time at primary
school. Year 3 have a camp night to look forward to, with Year 5 taking a trip to
Hampton Court Palace. We finish this month with our two Sports Days one for the
Infant children and one for the Juniors. We try to have a mixture of sporting
activities that appeal to all children whether they are sporty or not.
This is also a busy time at our school allotment where we’ve been busy planting
many vegetables from kale to beetroot and from rocket to runner beans. We have
a wonderful team who are helping us with our Healthy Eating project with the
goal of achieving the Surrey Healthy School Gold Award. Now that we have
finally had some drier weather we have been making the most of our outdoor
learning activities, using our super new outdoor classroom at our Brockham site.
We are very aware of how lucky we are to have such a marvellous learning
environment and strive to provide as many memorable learning experiences for
the children as possible.
Jane Douglass, Headteacher
North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh
Village
LITTER PICK 2018
Disappointing turn out!!!
Dear readers and residents, we arranged a litter pick for Saturday 12th May; the
weather was dry and reasonably warm so why did so few turn up? Only 5 willing
residents turned up with a further 5 who will collect litter from their own patch
over the weekend.
We usually collect about 40 bags but this was reduced to 21 due to the low
numbers of litter pickers. Not a good result.
Our heartfelt thanks go to our loyal volunteers, who did an amazing job. We need
more help to make a difference to our village and will be arranging a further pick
in November.
Please make a note in your diary when the date is advertised in the Parish
magazine, on flyers around the village and on the Parish email system.
John Foreman
07971 402 235
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FARM DIARY JUNE 2018
Wow! How the weather can change at the drop of a hat - that is a woolly hat to a
sombrero. The wellie boots are not too far away yet and the leather boots have had
a vacuuming to suck out any squatting spiders; all signs the summer is trying to
nudge winter out of the way.
The cows have been grouped into their summer herds out on grass, the main
deciding factor is the calves’ sex. We keep all the bull calves together with their
mums and the same with the heifer calves, and we have one mixed herd of boys
and girls at Snowerhill - this is because I can't order the exact amount of bulls and
heifers I would like for calving, so a mixed herd is inevitable and these will be
split in July/August. The breeding bulls have all gone out 'to work'. It’s a time of
year we still need to keep a close eye on the cows and calves, the cows can get
hypomagnesaemia which is magnesium deficiency, (the cows can appear drunk
and floppy, hence its more common name 'Staggers'), and they can die quite
quickly. A quick remedy is a 1/2 litre of magnesium solution injected under the
skin, and we put out sweet tasting licks of magnesium in buckets and magnesium
flakes in the water troughs to get over this. The calves are young and can still
produce a problem or two, you can get the odd lame calf - this is generally down
to over-energetic play, and they are soon over it. The breeding bulls have a very
active couple of months and have soon burnt off any over-wintered fat, we just
need to keep an eye on them to make sure they are with the cows, interested in the
cows and generally fit on their feet - being ill or injured can restrict their
enthusiasm for the ladies! (I shouldn't need to explain that one).
Turning out cows also has the added bonus of us having to come into contact with
the jolly rambler again for the summer. Our first outing with cows in mind is
fencing, evolution seems to have played its part in the almost total eradication of
the ‘lesser spotted fence slasher' only to be replaced by the ‘nomadic fence
creeper'. This annoying Creature can be spotted fields away, wandering aimlessly
across the wilderness looking for a fence to creep through, and then disappearing
without trace, no cut wire, and innocent ramblers who have ‘seen nothing!' but
proudly show off Neighbourhood Watch lapel pins. Ancient migration routes are
clearly marked, are generally the most direct route between A and B and there is
plenty of them, but fences still get damaged.
The arable side of the farm looks good at this point in the calendar, though most
things have gone a bit out of kilter with the wet and cold. Everything seems to be
a bit later, spraying and fertilising at the correct growth stage has been difficult,
but it doesn't appear to be too much of a problem - it comes down to yield at the
end of the day and we don't know that until the combine goes in. Spring barley has
gone in, late, but it's in, so that will be an interesting one. The trouble is you have
to buy the spring barley seed as planned, but if the weather’s not with you it sits in
the shed, and if you don't get it in you have to try next year, when the seed won't
be as good and you can have all the same problems again. So getting it in the
ground out of the way is a bonus and the next thing will be to see if it has been
worthwhile.
The oilseed rape has finished flowering and next thing will be to spray it off to dry
it out and then the combine goes in. Our winter barley on Gadbrook common
Parish Magazine
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DORKING CHORAL SOCIETY
th

On Saturday 16 June 2018 at 7:00 pm, Dor king Chor al Society pr esents its
Summer Concert at St Paul’s Church, Dorking RH4 2HT, entitled A Fancy of
Folk and Jazz.
The programme includes Chilcott’s A Little Jazz Mass, with a professional jazz
trio, Vaughan William’s Five English Folk Songs along with other jazz and folk
settings. For a relaxed atmosphere, we will be setting out the audience area with
tables and chairs in a café style and the audience are invited to bring a picnic and
drinks (or not if they prefer). Given the vagaries of the English weather, the
concert will be indoors! St Paul’s has an open and airy interior.” Tickets £12 at
the door or from Ron on 07847 477052.
MUSIC IN DORKING - JUNE 2018
2nd at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229
2nd at 6.00, English song at Leith Hill Place, £28, 0344 249 1895
5th 12th 19th 26th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £19-20,
07415 815784
8th at 7.30, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra at Dorking Halls, £15.50-30.50,
01306 881717
9th at 3.00, Ladybirds Choir at United Reformed Church Hall, £7.50, 01737
843662
9th at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Paul’s church, £12, 01306 881821
10th at 4.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
12th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717
16th at 6.00, songs by Vaughan Williams at Leith Hill Place, £12.50, 0344 249
1895
16th at 7.00, Dorking Choral Society at St Paul’s church, £12, 07847 477052
18th at 1.30 & 7.30, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717
21st at 6.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
23rd at 7.30, Dorking Philharmonia at St Martin’s church, £12, 01306 730640
30th Capel Choral Society at Capel Memorial Hall

looks good, although it has had a rough time with the wet and I'm not expecting
record breaking yields from it. The crop to watch for us this year is our winter
wheat, it looks fantastic, a nice deep green colour, even height and clean, no
weeds or disease, - this gives the crop all the best chances we can give it, we just
need the price to creep north a bit. I've already sold 232 tons forward at a good
price, plus we could get a bonus if it makes the grade for milling,- fingers crossed
for a dry harvest.
Martin
EXTRACT FROM PARISH MAGAZINE MAY 1918[2]
During the past month we have to record the sad loss of Major Noel
Thornton[1], who died from wounds on April 15th. His had been a
brilliant career. Enlisting as a private in the Public Schools and
Universities’’ Corps in the first days of war, he had risen until he
was in command of his battalion. He was twice mentioned in
despatches. Our deepest sympathy goes out to all dear to him.
We also regret that Arthur Miller and Ernest Fuller have been taken
prisoners. The latter had only been about three months in France,
and until he was called up was our leading Scout.

Noel Thornton actually died on 10th April, aged 34. He was
awarded the DSO and Military Cross posthumously for his
‘conspicuous gallantry’ and ‘magnificent example of courage and
leadership’ displayed on 3rd April, the day he was severely wounded.
His father was Rev. John Thornton, a retired priest, who still
preached locally and the family lived at The Meadows. Noel had
married Norah Bovill from Broome Perrow, in 1911 and they had
two sons. Rev. Thornton died shortly after Noel, in May 1918. Noel’s
brother-in-law, Edward Bovill, was killed on July 1st 1918. Noel
Thornton’s memorial is inside the church on the south wall by the
font.
[1]

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Small Ad
THE COTTAGE BARN
A new facility for Betchworth. A luxurious holiday hideaway or overnight stay for
couples. The Cottage Barn is in rural Wonham Lane and features all modern
conveniences. Open-plan comfortable, cosy lounge, fully equipped kitchen and
dining. Mezzanine sleeping, contemporary shower room, full electric heating plus
log stove, free fuel, free-view tv, free wi-fi. The Cottage Barn is completely selfcontained with its own parking, entrance and secret garden.
Call Jeannette 07973 336 649 or email jandjforeman@gmail.com
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After a very cold and wet Spring our gardens are now producing the growth and
colour we had all anticipated.
The weather improves in June so there are lots of things to keep under control.
Plants start to flourish but so do the weeds. Lawns won’t be growing so fast now
as the weather starts to get warmer and drier. This is the time to plant your patio
containers with half hardy annuals and tender perennials. Plant them now as the
danger of frost has passed.
Regular watering and feeding will give you a wonderful display throughout the
summer.
Parish Magazine
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Village Reports and Notices

GATTON PARK EVENTS – JUNE 2018
Adult Events
Sunday 3rd June Gar dens & Par k open
Park and gardens open all afternoon, bird hide open, free guided tours and free
activities for children, including the Wild Things play trail. 1pm – 5pm Cost:
Adults £5 Children free
Traditional games activities including croquet and lawn tennis. Tea and cakes are
available to purchase.
Sunday 1st July Gatton Countr y Fair
A great day out for all the family. Animals, country crafts and demonstrations,
children’s activities, fun dog show, gardens and grounds open. 12noon–5pm.
Cost: Adults £7, children free.
Children’s Activities - Pre-booking required for all activities except where
indicated.
Wednesday 30th May and Friday 1st June
Toddler Trails and Tales (2–4 years)
Enjoy the story of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and go for a walk around the
park to bring the story to life. Return to create artwork linked to the story. 10am11.30am or 1.30pm–3pm. Cost: £7.50 per child.
Weekly Tours
Guided tours run every Tuesday and Thursday at 2pm throughout the year. Adults
£7. Book in advance. Meet by the lych gate of St Andrew’s Church, Gatton Park,
Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW
01737 649068. events@gatton-park.org.uk
Book online at: www.gattonpark.com Please book all events in advance except
open days.

BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY
We invite you to TEA at the RITZ on Saturday June 9th, 7.30pm at St. Paul's
Church, Dorking, RH4 2HT. Bring a picnic and be entertained with songs from
1914 to the 1960s.
The show is under the baton of our illustrious Music Director Patrick Barrett,
accompanied with panache by Marion Lea. Dressing in style for the occasion is
welcomed but optional.
Tickets £12 in advance only, online at brockhamchoral.org/tickets or from
Pauline Whitehead 01306-881821, or Maria Chadwick c/o Michael Frith, 40
South Street, Dorking, 01306-882728
Parish Magazine
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If you are over 55 and live in the Mole Valley area, you
can use Age Concern’s free computer
courses based in either Dorking or
Leatherhead.
The course runs once a week for 6-8 weeks. Topics covered
will include: browsing on the internet, basic keyboard and
mouse skills, using an iPad/Tablet, setting up and using your
own email or skype accounts and how to shop on the internet.
Those who already own a laptop or an iPad/Tablet are encouraged to bring it to
learn on. Computers can also be provided - it’s up to you!
Before coming to the course, you must register your interest by telephoning
07442 017169 / 01306 899104 or by email: info@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk
Registered Charity No 1111678
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DORKING MUSEUM IN JUNE
Family Activity – ‘Celebrate Dorking’: During half term holiday make some
beautiful bunting to help Celebrate Dorking! Reflecting what you love about
Dorking, the bunting will hang in the Museum alongside the colourful
WeAreDorking “Community Quilt” from the Dorking Nursery School and
Children’s Centre currently on display. Drop in between 10.30 a.m. and 3.00 p.m.
on Thursday 31st May or Friday 1st June.
Celebrating Refugee Week: 21st-23rd June: the Museum hosts an inter active
art display including output from workshops run by local artist, Sophia Cowx, and
the Dorking Refugee Support Group, on the theme "There's no place like home".
You are invited to add your own creative responses. There is also a short film and
a leaflet giving the historical background to Dorking’s connections with refugees
through the ages. On Saturday 23rd June, outside the Museum, in Dorking's first
Eye-to-Eye Experiment, visitors will be invited to find out "Where has the Human
Connection Gone?"
‘Dorking 1918’: Our last exhibition in the
Museum’s WW1 centenary project focuses on
the end of the war: how the news was received
and celebrated, how the dead were
commemorated, and the long-term impact of the
war on the community and on individual lives.
The digital screen scrolls through biographies of
nearly 1000 local casualties from Dorking and
the villages.
Walks and tours: All the Museum’s guided walks and tours are open for group
bookings by appointment, and regular Open Days for individual bookings. Please
see website for details and advance booking. Open Days in June:
Saturday 16th June, Town Centr e Pub Walk, 6pm fr om outside Halifax, High
Street;

SHOP AT STROOD GREEN
Fathers day is Sunday June 17 . We will have cards, chocolates, beers etc. on
display as you walk into the shop, so be sure to pop by and have a look. We have
several local card makers, so we can always offer something a bit different
throughout the year.
th

Co-operatives fortnight
“Co-operatives look like any other business but are run by their members,
empowering the local community.” (Co-ops UK)
We would like to thank all you lovely people who shop with us. By doing so, you
are supporting not only us, but the many Local and Fair Trade Companies that we
use. Co-ops Fortnight runs from 23rd June until 7th July this year .
Shop at Strood Green AGM. Wednesday 20th June 7.30pm
Calling all Shareholders and regular customers! Please make sure you keep this
date free. This is your opportunity to come and find out how the Shop is doing,
and/or to see if you can be of help. The meeting will be held in the Shop Café.
Refreshments will be served.
Reminder of Revised Opening Hours
Mon - Wed 7.00am - 6.00 pm
Thurs - Fri 7.00 am - 7.00 pm
Saturday
7.00 am - 3.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am - 12.30
pm
Victorian Fair Weekend
Heads up…… we will be running our “sell-out” successful Pimm’s tent on
Brockham Green during the festivities on the Saturday (14th July). More details
soon.
From Christine, Sam and all the Staff
01737 843965
www.theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk
Email: stroodgreenshop@googlemail.com
Facebook: The Shop at Strood Green Twitter: @AtStroodShop
BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB
Floral Demonstration by Jean Plaskett

Sunday 17th June, The Deepdene Tr ail, 2pm fr om Tr ail entr ance;
Saturday 30th June, South Str eet Caves Tour s, 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm, fr om
Caves entrance.
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or
01306 876591.

Brockham Flower Club is excited to welcome members and visitors to
this special demonstration evening.
Jean is the President of Sussex Area of NAFAS and a renowned
demonstrator. She is a fantastic flower arranger of both traditional and
contemporary design and is always an amusing raconteur.
Brockham School Hall 21st June 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start Visitor entr y fee £8
Please contact Catriona Martin for further details about the evening or for
information about joining Brockham Flower Club
catdawes@aol.com (07710 498 591)
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POTHOLES AND ROAD REPAIRS

JOKE FOR JUNE
The little old couple walked slowly into McDonalds that cold winter evening.
They looked out of place amid the young families and young couples eating there
that night.
Some of the customers looked admiringly at them. You could tell what the
admirers were thinking.
"Look, there is a couple who has been through a lot together, probably for 60
years or more!"
The little old man walked right up to the cash register, placed his order with no
hesitation and then paid for their meal. The couple took a table near the back wall
and started taking food off of the tray.
There was one hamburger, one order of french fries and one drink. The little old
man unwrapped the plain hamburger and carefully cut it in half. He placed one
half in front of his wife.
Then he carefully counted out the french fries, divided them in two piles and
neatly placed one pile in front of his wife. He took a sip of the drink, his wife took
a sip and then set the cup down between them.
As the man began to eat his few bites of hamburger the crowd began to get
restless. Again you could tell what they were thinking. "That poor old couple. All
they can afford is one meal for the two of them."
As the man began to eat his french fries one young man stood and came over to
the old couple’s table. He politely offered to buy another meal for the old couple
to eat. The old man replied that they were just fine. They were used to sharing
everything.
Then the crowd noticed that the little old lady hadn't eaten a bite. She just sat there
watching her husband eat and occasionally taking turns sipping the drink. Again
the young man came over and begged them to let him buy them something to eat.
This time the lady explained that no, they were used to sharing everything
together.
As the little old man finished eating and was wiping his face neatly with a napkin
the young man could stand it no longer. Again he came over to their table and
offered to buy some food. After being politely refused again he finally asked a
question of the little old lady.
"Ma'am, why aren't you eating? You said that you share everything. What is it that
you are waiting for?"
She answered, "The teeth".

This is to give residents a brief summary of the current challenges facing the
Council.
The issue is immense, with the amount of potholes reported in February and
March this year totalling nearly 15,000, more than twice the average for the same
months in the last few years. In fact, this is the worst situation since the floods of
2013.
Consequently, we have taken the decision to postpone some of the non-essential
work and divert resources to the identification and repair of some of our roads.
Additionally, our Highways Contractor, Kier, has doubled the number of repair
crews working in Surrey to 25, although even with all the extra crews there are
still major difficulties.
Hopefully, with the better weather, we will now start to see an improvement.
Two of the biggest issues raised by our residents are:
Why do we just do temporary repairs and then return to repair the road later?
Why do we just repair one big hole and leave the other defects?
Since this is such a major task, all defects are prioritised from P1 to P4, with P1
being an emergency response. We also have criteria built into the contract to
manage the contractor’s reaction time to the different levels of defect. For
example, P2s, which have to be dealt with in a few days, often necessitate
temporary repairs because of their sheer number. The contractor can cover more
ground with a temporary fix and return at a future date to complete the repair. This
does not cost the county any more money, as it is an operational decision which
allows the risk to be managed and enables Kier to meet the response criteria.
The same issue arises when dealing with multiple issues at one site. For example,
a crew dealing with P2s can repair approximately 15 defects per day, a number
they would not achieve if they had to repair all defects at all locations as well as
carrying out additional inspections.
We have over 3000 miles of road network to monitor, so we are grateful for your
help in reporting defects when it is safe to do so. The clock does not start ticking
on the time limits until the defect has been reported.
In the meantime, work has already started to address the worst affected roads with
the additional £5m announced a few weeks ago. This will not fix every problem,
but we are working with the local highways teams and will continue to identify
local priorities.
I hope this is helpful to our residents in understanding how the County Council is
managing this challenge. Please share with your colleagues, parish councillors and
residents, and direct all the email traffic back to the County Council reporting road
problems on the website at www.surreycc.gov.uk or, of course, I am happy to
help directly if you email me at helyn.clack@surreycc.gov.uk.
County Councillor Helyn Clack (Dorking Rural)
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