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Parish Letter—May 2018
And it’s from the old I travel to the new, keep me travelling along with you.
An apt quotation to describe the journey we are all taking during our interregnum
which we pray God is taking with us. We face changes ahead both during the
interregnum and when we, hopefully, welcome a new priest.
It will not be an easy journey but we pray that our past experiences will help us
to determine our future. A future that we hope will unite us in our faith and help
us to continue to move forward. We are in the process of putting together a
Parish Profile to give to possible candidates and we are grateful to those of you
who completed the surveys which went out in each magazine. This has provided
us with some insight into what you are looking for in our future priest.

Life is a journey, sometimes moving forward, sometimes just standing still and
sometimes even doubling back on ourselves when we find ourselves doubting
our route but always God travel with us.
May is the month when we celebrate another journey – Ascension Day, when
Jesus ascended into Heaven, in other words took his final journey to be with his
father. We also celebrate Pentecost the third great festival of the Christian faith
when the disciples received the Holy Spirit enabling them to take their journeys
out into the world to spread the word as Jesus commanded. The Diocese of
Southward has invited us to take time for prayer in the nine days from Ascension
Day to Pentecost and has prepared some booklets, titled Thy Kingdom Come
with daily prayers. These will be at the back of the church if anyone is interested.
Also in May we have Christian Aid Week. This is from 14th to 20th May and this
year will be supporting Haiti following Hurricane Matthew. The following is just
part Marcelin’s story.
“ If another hurricane comes we’d just die”
Marcelin lost his home and livelihood when hurricane Matthew hit in September
2016 ‘I lost pigs, goats, everything in the house. I have nothing left’ he says.
He now lives in an old concrete shower block, a tiny space he shares with his
teenage daughters. There are no windows or doors, and the only furniture is a
single bed that the girls sleep on. Marcelin has shown incredible resilience in the
face of such hardships and is working hard to raise his children alone.
Every day he gets up at dawn to work the land but he’s struggling to support his
family. The changing weather frequently destroys the food he grows and his
family often go hungry.

He can no longer afford to send his children to school and is unable to save any
money for a new home.
(continued over page)
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Christian Aid built 700 homes after the 2010 earthquake and only one needed
repairs after hurricane Matthew. They would like to do more to help the people
in Haiti so if an envelope come through your door and a collector calls please
consider contributing to the people of Haiti.
Please come to our Big Brekkie in support of Christian Aid on Thursday 17th
May in the Reading Room from 8.30am.
Liz Vahey, Churchwarden, Buckland.

REGISTERS FOR MAY
Funerals at St Michael’s Betchworth.
We extend sincere sympathies to the families and friends of:
Peter James Crosby Crouch who died on 17 March 2018 of Pebble Hill,
Betchworth Aged 68.
Alan Frank Belton who died on 28 February 2018 of Reigate Road, Brockham.
Aged 76.
Eileen Sylvia Williams who died on 21 March 2018 of Dodds Park, Brockham.
Aged 90.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory.

SPECIAL SERVICES
Sunday 6 May - The 6th Sunday of Easter
We Welcome
The Bishop of Croydon
The Rt Revd Jonathan Clark
to preside and preach at:
9.30am Parish Communion at St Mary's
11.00am Parish Communion at St Michael's
All are Welcome
Parish Magazine
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MAY SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S

Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch

Date
6th May

20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7NB

6th Sunday of
Easter

Tel: 01737 844916
Mobile: 07976 751277

St. Michael’s Betchworth

9.30 am Parish
11 am Parish Communion** Communion

Thursday
10th May
Ascension Day

8 pm Holy Communion
(Said)

13th May

8 am Holy Communion

7th Sunday of
Easter

11 am Matins for Christian
Aid Week **

20th May
Whit Sunday
(Pentecost)

St. Mary’s Buckland

10.30 am All Joint Age
Whitsun Family Service

9.30 am Parish Communion
(Iona)

8 am Holy Communion

5 pm Choral Evensong
27th May
Trinity Sunday

8 am Holy Communion
10.30 am All Joint Parish
Communion **

3rd June
Trinity 1

10th June
Trinity 2

11 am Parish Communion**
8 am Holy Communion
11 am Matins

9.30am Parish
Communion

9.30 am Parish Communion
(Iona)

* In the Hamilton Room
** Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are
just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together
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THANK YOU
To all those who supported or contributed to Teas-on-the-Green on Sunday 16
April.
In all £370 pounds was raised for church funds to be evenly divided between St
Mary's and St Michael's.
A good time was had by all which made for a very happy occasion.
Ginny Eaton
NEXT ORGAN RECITAL AT ST MICHAEL'S - A DATE FOR YOUR
DIARY

I am very pleased to be able to announce that Richard Hills will give the next
Organ Recital at Betchworth on Saturday 22nd September at 4.00 pm. Richard
Hills is one of the very few musicians to have truly mastered the divide between
the world of the classical organ and that of the theatre organ. He was Organ
Scholar at Westminster Abbey and is Organist at St Mary's, Bourne Street. In the
theatre organ world he has numerous prizes and awards to his credit, both in this
country and in the USA. We can look forward to a most enjoyable concert with
music from both worlds of organ music.
Melvyn Hughes
CLEANING ROTA - MAY 2018
CHANCEL
NAVE

DATE
04-May

Mrs Scotcher

11-May

Mrs Armitage

18-May

Mrs Hardy

25-May

Mrs Ferrettt

01-Jun

Mrs Scotcher

Parish Magazine

AISLES

Mrs Wickens

Mrs Power

Mrs Slot

Mrs Forrest

Mrs Stow
Mrs Hutton
Mrs Forrest

Mrs Ridley

Mrs Hollingworth

Mrs Pruszynska

Mrs Chalker
Mrs North

Mrs Wickens

Mrs Pruszynska

Mrs Slot

Mrs Chalker
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OUR KNITTED CHRISTMAS TREE PROJECT.
On Monday 26th of March a trio of
Betchworth ladies travelled to St.
Mary's Rye to deliver all the 700 knitted
squares that made up our wonderful
Christmas Tree last year. It was our
third attempt to get there as the first two
arranged dates were blighted with heavy
snow-falls, but we got there in the end.
The ladies from St. Mary's, Rye will be
making our squares into blankets to go
out to Syria. Photographs of the
completed blankets will be sent to us
but we were told that it will take a few
months to make them all! So watch this space for more photographs.
The charity that we are supporting is called Samara's Aid -please look it up and
you will see the amazing things that this charity does.
http://www.samarasaidappeal.org/
Some of you are aware that we are knitting scarves for our next Christmas Tree
project.
Ros Rokison will be sending them out to Eastern Europe, this time for the elderly.
If you would like to knit a scarf for us, that would be wonderful. It can be any
wool but if you could stick to autumn colours with a bit of variation this would be
great. It can be plain knitting, rib, a pattern, or whatever takes your fancy,
however stocking stitch (one row plain, one row purl) doesn’t really work as the
sides tend to roll in. The scarf should be approximately 12 inches wide and a
metre long.(or 39 inches) We would like you to put tassels at each end as it is
hoped that it will be the tassels that are most on display when we put the tree
together!
Ros has bought some wool so if you would like to knit and would like some
wool please let me know and I will get some to you. Anyone who would like to be
involved but doesn’t knit could purchase some wool and we will get it to our
amazing team of knitters! (It should be double knitting wool or Aran).
Many thanks, Pam Armitage.
01737 832806

Betchworth Park Golf Club

Whether you are interested in starting out or
a full time player, come and see what we
have to offer at Betchworth Park:
Adult Golf Academy
Junior Golf Academy
Golf Society Day
Visitor Green Fees
Excellent Member Facilities
Social Events and Golfing Calendar.

Call: 01306 882052
Email:
manager@betchworthparkgc.co.uk

In a world where there is so much luxury
amid so much suffering, those of us who
have, need to share with those who don't.
The needs are so great, yet every one of us
can do something to make a difference.
Parish Magazine
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ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S LENT REFLECTIONS
On the Wednesday following Pancake Day, a small group gathered in St
Michael’s Church Betchworth, to share coffee and retreat to the warmed Lady
Chapel Choir Vestry to consider our views of The Ten Commandments, following
a Pilgrim course published by the Church of England. Over the next six weeks, 13
friends from both Churches met, some only managing a week or two, others more
regularly, and we looked at the Commandments and what effect following them,
and the guidance that Jesus brought to His disciples, would have in our 21 st
Century lives.

T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N
Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs
Te l 01737 843533

Lively discussions on Priorities, Reverence, Respect and Reliability ensured that
we brought the teaching found in the Old Testament right into our lives,
challenging us in our Christian journey.

Braidwood Wheeler &

Thank you to those who came and shared these times with us, finding a quiet
place for a while in the busy run-up to Easter. Thank you, also, to Richard Wheen
for the abbreviated Commandments printed in the February Buckland magazine, if
you haven’t seen them, I can provide a copy.

CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCO NTANTS
Taxation and Accountancy services for:

Following on from these sessions, the Joint House group, previously run by Rev
Pattie Vigers, and later by Rev David Eaton, is planning to start up again in May.
We meet generally once a month, on a Monday from 5pm-approx 6.30pm, and
shall be looking at The Lord’s Prayer (also a Pilgrim course).

Call: 01737 228928

Please would you contact either myself, or a Church Warden (contact details in
this magazine) with your interest, and we can plan an initial meeting. Thank you.
Margaret Miller

Business Start Ups
Individuals

Limited
Companies
Partnerships

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

THE EASTER GARDEN
St Michael’s was uplifted this Easter both by the flower
displays that accompanied the Easter Garden and
latterly the displays that brought joy in both the porch
and church interior. Many thanks to all those who
contributed to the displays and the construction of the
Easter Garden.

Foot Care Focus
 Nail cutting & filing.
 Reduction and removal

of hard skin, verrucas
& corns.
 Clinic treatment or
home visits available.

Christos Anesti.

April Standish

Tel: 07397 154000
Parish Magazine
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Chris
Long

S u pe r b pr o fe s s i o n a l c l e a n i n g o f
C a r p e ts , U p h o l s te r y , C u r t a i n s a n d
L e a th e r . A l s o O r i e n t a l R u g s a n d
G u a r ds m a n A n ti -S t a i n P r o te c ti o n







S p o t s t a in a n d O d o u r r e m o v a l






L e a t h e r c l e a n in g s p e c ia lis t s
F la m e r e t a r d in g
D u s t m it e r e d u c t io n s e r v ic e
A ll w o r k f u lly in s u r e d a n d g u a r a n t e e d

F o r a f r e e , n o o b l i g a t i o n q u o t a ti o n
c a ll tod a y

FREEPHO NE
0 808 1 44 90 71

GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811

COLLATION AND COMMISSIONING OF CAROL COSLETT AS
ARCHDEACON OF CHESTERFIELD

Barking Beauties

A cr ooked spire peeping out amid the gloom of an over cast Der byshire day
was in stark contrast to the celebration of a new ministry that formed the
colourful backcloth to the Collation of our former rector Carol Coslett as
Archdeacon of Chesterfield, held in Chesterfield Parish Church. The Collation
and Commissioning service took place on Saturday 10th March at 2.30pm.

Dog Grooming

Full grooming services
Contact Nikki to book an
appointment Tel : 07967 884661
WWW.BARKINGBEAUTIES.DOG

2 More Place Cottages, Wonham
Lane, Betchworth, RH3 7AD

Her role will see her responsible for the northern half of the Diocese of Derby
(Chesterfield Archdeaconry) - including a large area of the Peak District and the
High Peak, and North East Derbyshire, a total of 131 parishes! Archdeacon
Carol was received by the Rt. Revd. Dr. Alistair Redfern, Bishop of Derby,
together with the Rt. Revd. Jan McFarlane, Bishop of Repton, and other senior
clergy. Many of our church family in Betchworth, Buckland and beyond came
to support Carol, including members of her own family.
Having held a number of key posts within Southwark and our Reigate Deanery,
she said.” I see myself being the eyes and ears of the Bishop in the
archdeaconry, the diocese and the parishes - helping to work out problems,
assisting with strategies and looking after church buildings and
legalities." After the commissioning and on receiving her mantle by the Dean,
Carol gave a moving sermon followed by the choir singing ‘O thou the Central
Orb.’ 'The sending out' and dismissal took us to a raft of cakes and drinks
including the sampling of Brampton Brewery's many fine ales,.this was
Derbyshire after all!
Tom Briscombe
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TOWER TALK
Flower Festival – Tower Open
As part of the Flower Festival (26-27-28 May), the tower of St Michael’s
Church will be open from 1.30 to 4 o’clock each afternoon. Visitors will be able
to go right up to the roof (weather permitting, of course) through the ringing
chamber and the bell chamber to admire the view across the village to the North
Downs. At 2.30 each afternoon there will be a short demonstration of
bellringing.
Access to the ringing chamber is via a stone spiral staircase with rather low
headroom – so mind your head! Then there’s a fixed stepladder to the bell
chamber, where there’s just room to stand round the bell frame with its eight
bells. Put your fingers in your ears if a bellringer turns over the tenor bell in the
centre of the frame. From the bell chamber there’s a short-fixed ladder to the
hatchway onto the flat roof.
Because of the limited space in the tower, visitor numbers are limited to twenty
at any time. Children under 12 must be accompanied by a responsible adult and
must be over 1.2 m (4 ft) tall to climb the ladders. All visitors should wear
appropriate clothing (trousers advised) and shoes if they want to visit the bell
chamber and roof – trailing scarves or loose sandals could be dangerous on
ladders.
We need recruits and, as part of the Armistice 100 initiative, are seeking new
ringers to ring in November to mark the centenary of the ending of the First
World War. After the Flower Festival the bellringers will arrange an opportunity
for non-ringers to have a go at ringing a bell, followed by a short course of
lessons – you don’t have to be big and strong to ring bells: anyone can learn to
be a bellringer provided they are over 12 years old and can count to eight. We’ll
also arrange a session for ‘lapsed’ bellringers who might be thinking about
taking up ringing again to try out the bells and see if they’d like to join us –
that’s how we found our new Captain of Bells, as described below.
New Captain of Bells
Martin Higgins was not only Fabric Officer for St Michael’s (as described in a
recent Parish Magazine); he was also elected Captain of Bells thirty years ago
and has held the position ever since. He has, quite understandably, decided that
it’s time for someone else to take over – though he has agreed to step in when
necessary as Vice-Captain and continue sharing his ringing expertise.
Martin learned to ring at St Michael’s when he was a teenager. He honed his
ringing skills, as well as learning to be an architect, while away at university; we
were fortunate that he came back to Betchworth and has been with the band ever
since. We’re all very grateful to Martin for his leadership over such a long
period.
Parish Magazine
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Our new captain is Hugh Frayling. He learned to ring at Calne in Wiltshire,
where many of his family still live, but he didn’t keep ringing when he moved to
Surrey. Then in 2013 the local paper featured an article from St Michael’s Parish
Magazine appealing for new bellringers. Hugh saw it and came along to our
practice one Tuesday evening. He found that, like riding a bike, the knack of
ringing a bell is something you don’t lose easily, and now it’s as though he had
never stopped ringing. In the last year he has conducted several quarter-peals,
notably one rung to congratulate Carol Coslett on her appointment as
Archdeacon of Chesterfield.
Andrew Oliphant, Bellringer and steeplekeeper.
CHRISTIAN AID BIG BREAKFAST
On Thursday, 17th May from 7.30 am to 11 am at The
Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland, we will be serving
breakfast of your choice. There will be full-English, cereals,
toast, bacon/sausage sandwiches, tea & coffee. Previous Big
Breakfasts have been hosted by Martin & Rector Carol at the Rectory. This year
the venue has changed and we look forward to seeing you all for breakfast.
For more information please contact Carol Leeds on 01737 247399 or Liz Vahey
on 01737 221444.
BECOME A VOLUNTEER THIS YEAR..
Christian Aid Week in 2017 told of families like Nejebar in Afghanistan who had
to flee the Taliban with their five children and arrived in Greece to live as
refugees, with little protection from the weather. In addition, funds supported
refugees and provided essential provisions for those landing on European shores.
Last year volunteers in Betchworth and Buckland collected over £3,000 for
Christian Aid. As a volunteer, you can make a difference - this year Christian Aid
Week runs from 13th to 19th May. We are suppor ting those affected by storm
ravaged homes in Haiti. Seven years on from the devastating earthquake, 38,000
people are still displaced!
Make a difference: Please suppor t our House to House collections, by giving
generously and welcoming those who deliver the envelopes and collect. If you
would like to help please contact Tom Briscombe for St Michael’s on 07447
566222 or Liz Vahey for St Mary’s or leave a message at the Rectory Office or
church. You CAN save a family and we welcome life savers from all age groups.
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/inyourarea/news/
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FLOWER FESTIVAL RAFFLE
IN AID OF ST. MICHAEL’S FABRIC FUND
The distinctive yellow raffle books are now available and many Betchworth
residents will have received books already. Please don’t be shy in selling these
far and wide. Ther e are some fantastic prizes and they are being sold in a
very good cause.
More books can be obtained from any member of the Raffle Committee and
tickets are also on sale at Betchworth Post Office. All counterfoils, monies and
unsold tickets should be returned to a Committee member by Wednesday 16th
May 2018.
You can now buy your Betchworth Flower Festival Tickets online!
As well as the traditional raffle tickets, you can also buy your raffle tickets online
quickly and easily for a chance to win the fabulous prizes in the Grand Draw on
28th May.
Visit www.justgiving.com/fundraising/betchworthflowerfestivalraffle, to donate
£1 for every ticket you wish to purchase (minimum of 2 tickets)
Make sure you tick the box which says you are happy to be contacted by Louise
Targett. Louise will then email you your ticket numbers. Any questions please
call Louise on 07966 443236 or email louisetargett@yahoo.co.uk
We have a number of fantastic prizes and some are listed below. In particular,
Samsung have generously donated some very High End products, all of which
have received 5* expert reviews.
Samsung Galaxy K zoom smart phone and Gear S2 watch value £450
£300 Cash
Samsung Galaxy S4 zoom smart phone value £350
2 tickets for a Tottenham Hotspur premiership match at the New White Hart
Lane stadium for 2018/2019 season
2 tickets for the Cirque du Soleil 2019/2019 season
Canon colour Printer donated by ChalkHill Systems
2 tickets for a lunch at DRFC during the 2018/2019 season
Tea for 4 at Hartsfield Manor
Cocktails from Shake’n’Serve
Eiluned Slot (0173 842010) Charmian Stow ( 01737
842394) Louise Targett(07966 443236) Pippa Goldsmith
(07770 805053)
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MOT Testing
Station
Repairs & Servicing
to all makes
Reigat e Ro ad
Buckland,
Near R eigat e

01737
242766

R id e o n M o w e r s
R o ta r y M o w e r s
C y l in d e r M o w e r s
C ha insa w s
S tr im m e r s
H e d g e C u tte r s
R o te v a to r s
B lo w e r v a c s
Q u a lity s e c o n d h a n d e q u ip m e n t

Te le p h o n e M o b :
D ay:
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DORKING MUSEUM IN MAY
‘Dorking 1918’ exhibition opens on 24th May. This stage of the Museum’s WW1
centenary project focuses on the end of the war: how the news was received and
celebrated, how the dead were commemorated, and the long-term impact of the
war on the community. The digital screen scrolls through biographies of nearly
1000 local casualties.
Another centenary: A shor t film about local suffr age campaigner s, the
Pethick-Lawrences, is showing in the Museum to celebrate the centenary of Votes
for Women. Filmed at their home in South Holmwood, Dorking Museum and
Leith Hill, it can be viewed at the Museum or on our website.
The WeAreDorking Quilt: The Museum is displaying the ‘We Are Dorking
Quilt’, made in 2017 by the children of Dorking Nursery School as part of a
campaign to inform the wider community about the school and to raise awareness
of the benefits that it has brought to the children of Dorking for generations. Each
block of the quilt represents something special about the School. In conjunction
with the School, we will be organising community art workshops for children in
May.
‘A New View of Dorking’: This is the last chance to see
our spring exhibition in
association with Capel Camera Club. Closing on 19th May, it displays some
stunning local images of town and countryside.
Guided walks and tours ar e open for gr oup bookings at a time to suit you, or
regular Open Days for individual bookings. See website for details and advance
booking. May Open Days:
5th May, Town Centre Heritage Walks, 3.30pm (for families with children) and
6pm;
13th May, The Deepdene Trail, 2pm;
25th May, Town Centre Pub Walk, 6pm;
26th May, South Street Caves Tours, 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm.
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk, phone
01306 876591.

Small Ad

It was good to meet up in April after the long gap caused by wintry
weather. Formal business and an interesting report on the March SFWI AGM at
Dorking, attended by several members, began a memorable evening featuring a
talk by Vicki Jacques on Alternative Holistic Therapies. Vicki, a glamorous
Pebblecombe member and qualified practitioner, displayed a variety of semiprecious stones, wonderfully scented oils and pictures from Morocco of many
goats climbing the spreading branches of the Argon tree, from whose nuts,
irresistible to goats, argon oil is made, with its pleasant and distinctive smell of
lemon verbena. Some oil is still created by rural methods in Morocco but is now
mostly factory produced and can be bought here.
Vicki explained the benefits of particular gem stones for each chakra (focal spot)
on the body and the healing powers of reiki and crystals. Aromatherapy goes back
thousands of years and was practised by the Ancient Egyptians. Under her tuition
and redolent with oils we tried out reflexology on our neighbours'
hands using different pressure points on the fingers. This was a great way to
include everyone in a perfumed world, with much laughter accompanying our
DIY efforts to learn.
Owing to Local Elections using the Hamilton Room, our Resolutions Meeting on
Thursday 3rd May will be held in St. Michael' s Chur ch, Betchwor th, at 7.45
pm
Pam Patch.

BODS – THE 39 STEPS
17th—19th May 7.30pm (doors open at 7pm)
Betchworth Memorial Hall

THE COTTAGE BARN
A new facility for Betchworth. A luxurious holiday hideaway or overnight stay
for couples. The Cottage Barn is in rural Wonham Lane and features all modern
conveniences. Open-plan comfortable, cosy lounge, fully equipped kitchen and
dining. Mezzanine sleeping, contemporary shower room, full electric heating
plus log stove, free fuel, free-view tv, free wi-fi. The Cottage Barn is completely
self-contained with its own parking, entrance and secret garden.
Call Jeannette 07973 336 649 or email jandjforeman@gmail.com
Parish Magazine
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BODS invites you to enjoy a melodramatic epic, bringing all the elements of the
film – romance, murder, a manhunt and even the Forth Rail Bridge – to the small
stage.
Follow fearless Richard Hannay from 1930s London to Scotland and back, on the
run from police and German spies.

Tickets are £12 adults, £10 under 16s and senior citizens. Book via bodsweb.com
or phone 01737 760330 to reserve seats for payment on the door (or email
info@bodsweb.com)
Parish Magazine
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THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND CHILDREN’S NURSERY:
was 25 years old last October, and to celebrate this anniversary we will be
holding a summer celebration on Saturday 23rd June at The Nur ser y and
weather permitting, on the school field.
If you were part of our Nursery group as a parent, child or committee member in
the years since 1992, or were part of the amazing team that helped to build our
new building back in 2002 we would be so pleased to see you. So many
families have passed through our doors it would be impossible to invite
individual people, but if you have been part of our success and have a free hour
or so to enjoy afternoon tea, a glass of Pimms and listen to a Jazz Band, then
please come along. It would be absolutely lovely to see lots of familiar faces!

BROCKHAM OPEN GARDENS
SATURDAY 23RD JUNE 2018 – 12.30PM to 5.30PM
Once again, another opportunity to visit some beautiful
gardens in Brockham, thanks to the generous support of
the garden owners.
Coffee, Tea and Cakes will be served in the Church Hall, BBQ outside the Church
Hall
Please come and join us and help us make it our sixth successful year. Programmes
are available before the day at the Brockham Village Store and The Hair Studio on
Brockham Green and on the day from the Gazebo outside the Church on
Brockham Green
£7 per adult. Under 12’s free. Organised by Christ Church, Brockham.
No dogs in the gardens (except guide dogs)
If you have any questions please contact Sally Holland on 01737 844347 or
sally@mountlink.com
Proudly sponsored by White & Sons Estate Agents
BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB
ALL YOUR GREENS 17th May 2018
Foliage, flowers, fruit and/or vegetables! Modern,Contemporary or
Japanese. Using your choice of container with wet foam or water - see
ideas below.
Meetings take place at the Recreation Ground Pavilion, Middle Street,
Brockham at 7.15 pm,
for further details contact Ann Meadows on
meadowsann@tiscali.co.uk or on 01737842934.
Please note special demonstration by Jean Plaskett entitled “solo plaskett” on
21st June in brockham school hall – do come along with a friend or two
MUSIC IN DORKING - MAY
1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415
815784
3rd at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717
5th at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229
7th at 1.30, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717
12th at 7.30, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Martin’s church, £15
12th at 7.30, Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra at Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall, £14,
01372 275907
16th at 7.45, An American in Paris screening at Dorking Halls, £16.50, 01306
881717
19th at 7.30, Menuhin School Orchestra at Dorking Halls, £14-26, 01306 740619
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STROOD GREEN—NEW SHOP OPENING TIMES
From Saturday 5th May we ar e revising our opening times as follows:
Please make a note of this information, so you don’t get caught out.
Saturday
7.00am – 3.00pm
Sunday
8.30am – 12.30 pm
Monday
7.00am – 6.00pm
Tuesday
7.00am – 6.00pm
Wednesday 7.00am – 6.00pm
Thursday
7.00am – 7.00pm
Friday
7.00am – 7.00pm
Countryside Alliance Awards
The results are in! You have probably heard by now, we were awarded ‘Highly
Commended’. The other 3 shops in the running were all in Sussex, so we are very
proud to have fought off all the competition in Surrey and Kent at least. Our
lovely little shop owes its success to our dedicated staff, committee and
volunteers, and a big thank all of you who continue to support us! …Let’s have
another go next year!
Friday 4th May 1 – 3 pm in our Shop Café, Tony Hines will be heading the
third of the fascinating information and discussion afternoons open to all. If you
have photos or any information of interest, or just to hear some interesting facts
about your local area, you would be most welcome. Grab yourself a lovely
coffee/tea/cake and join us.
Tony’s local history books are always available to buy in our Shop. Located in
the café area, they make a great gift…..why not collect the set!
From Christine and all the staff 01737 843965
stroodgreenshop@gmail.com. Facebook: The Shop at Strood Green. Twitter:
@AtStroodShop
BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Our annual plant sale will be held at the usual location - Brockham House, Middle
Street, Brockham (just north of Chitty's Butchers) by kind permission of Mr. and
Mrs. H. Mote. This year the sale will be on Sunday May 20th between 2-4
p.m. There will also be books on sale in addition to gardening and cooking related
bric-a-brac.
Hopefully the spring weather will be in full force so we can browse and enjoy the
range of items on offer at reasonable prices.
Mary Rode
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Now we are in the midst of one of the busiest terms of the
school year. With, hopefully, better weather the children will
be able to go outside and enjoy the many sporting
opportunities available.
At North Downs we are very focused on encouraging
children to get out and about and we have an ethos that values
and rewards sporting skills and interest. Our children don’t
necessarily have to excel at sport but we do expect them to take part. Sport has
been high on our agenda recently and we are celebrating successes in a variety
of sports. In Dorking Primary Schools Cross Country League we had some
fabulous performances in all races, which was reflected in the end results, with
awards for individuals as well as our Year 5/6 Team coming 1 st. In the Year 5
and 6 District Netball tournaments our Year 5 team came 1st and our Year 3 and
4 boys came second in their football tournament, with the Year 3 and 4 girls
taking home their football tournament winner’s trophy. In addition, all of the
junior pupils enjoyed a whole day’s swimming gala in our school pool,
competing within their Houses; Griffin, Centaur, Pegasus and Phoenix.

Also, this term the school choir will be singing in the annual Dorking School
Music Festival at Dorking Halls and Year 6 are involved in bicycle training. In
addition, the whole school will be Maypole Dancing on Brockham village
green on the afternoon of Thursday 24th May. This is always a busy term but is
one with many activities for all the children, staff and parents to enjoy,
hopefully in the sunshine!
Jane Douglass, Headteacher
North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh
Village
BETCHWORTH
VILLAGE
TENNIS
TOURNAMENT.
SATURDAY
JULY
21ST
AND
SUNDAY
JULY
22ND
This is a mixed doubles tennis tournament. It is open to anyone from twelve
years of age upwards, who can serve, score and find a partner, if possible from
the village. The first round will be played on Saturday July 21st in four gr oups
of about eight pairs, played American-style, with each pair playing every other
pair in the group. The winners of each of the four groups will go through to the
semi-finals and then, if they win, to the finals on Sunday afternoon July 22nd.
SO PLEASE put the dates in your diaries, dust off your
tennis racquets, think SUNSHINE and get playing.

BETCHWORTH
NEEDS
YOU.
ENTRIES PLEASE, by June 1st to Eiluned Slot
842010.
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LEITH HILL PLACE

This is the story of the Smith family from Surrey
Harrison's Fund is a charity named after our eldest son; a charming and cheeky
little man. He's single-minded when he's set himself a goal: from cutting Daddy's
hair to being a perfect gentleman at Aunty Charlie's wedding. Everyone who
meets him loves his winning smile, his engaging character and the devilish twinkle
in his eye.
To most people Harrison looks completely healthy. But on the inside, our
powerful little boy is struggling. His muscles are deteriorating at an alarming rate,
because he has Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy.
By the time he's a teenager Harrison will lose the ability to walk. Eventually he'll
lose all muscle function in his body. Like all boys with Duchenne he'll die in his
late teens or early twenties from heart or respiratory failure.
One of the hardest things about being a parent of a child with a life-limiting
disease is knowing that, one day, they won't be able to keep up with their friends.
Or race around at home, like Harrison does - he adores chasing after his younger
brother, William.
Harrison was diagnosed in January 2011, a day that we will never forget - one
blood test changed everything. Numb, we had to start down a path we never
dreamt we would have to follow. We had to take those first steps that no one is
ever taught. Our immediate thoughts, like all parents in this position, were to
secure the best possible care for Harrison, and we are lucky to be close enough to
the fabulous teams at Great Ormond Street Hospital.
Having spoken to some of the best organisations in the world fighting Duchenne,
it's clear that for the very first time there may actually be a chance of a major
breakthrough. Over the past few years, scientists have made giant strides in gene
therapy and molecular medicine, and pharmaceutical companies have begun
investing in research that may well bring Duchenne therapies to market.
We need your help to take advantage of this momentum. And make sure that there
doesn't need to be another Harrison's Fund.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Throughout the month of June, Harrison’s Fund are asking people to raise
money by hosting a BRUNCH. Moneys r aised this year will go to fund the
clinical trial of pioneering new drug Carmaseal, which could be vital in the battle
against Duchenne.
So why don’t you host your very own BRUNCH and invite your family,
friends and neighbours?
All the information you need is on the Harrison’s Fund website at
www.harrisonsfund.com.
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The weather is beginning to improve, the days are lengthening and our thoughts
are turning to bluebells and the stunning flowers in the Rhododendron Wood. May
and June are the perfect months to see the planting (thought to have been planned
by Caroline Darwin) at its peak. Every Friday to Sunday the house will be open,
and talented baking volunteers will provide delicious cream teas or coffee and
cake to round off your walk. You can even bring your dog with you on the lead.
As well as the beauty outdoors we have other activities to tempt you inside the
house. Join Surrey artist Reiko Evans for an Introduction to Pottery course. You
will learn to work with clay, making mugs and tiles and then decorating your
creations. The classes run from 10am to 1pm on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
throughout May. The price of a course of four lessons is £100 or you can sign up
for single classes at £30 each. Booking is essential. Please contact the tutor
directly on 07917 886910.
For more creative fun and tuition join local crafter Susan Blandford’s Beginners’
Crochet Workshop on Monday 14 May from 10am to 3.30pm. Learn the basic
stitches, how to create a starting chain and make a beautiful bag or basket to take
home. You will need to bring your own wool and crochet hook, but a soup and
roll lunch, plus hot drink are included, as well as a tour of the house. The class is
suitable for all ages from 12 and covers all abilities. Assistance dogs are welcome.
£50 per person. Booking is essential. For tickets please contact Leith Hill Place on
01306 711685
From 4th May to 28th May we welcome the ‘Inside Out’ exhibition. Discover the
work of local artists Karen Pearson and Reiko Evans in a display of paintings,
ceramics and sculpture, all of which reference Leith Hill Place, the people
connected with it and the landscape that surrounds it. Free entry to the exhibition
with admission to the house.
Leith Hill Place is open on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holiday
Mondays from 11am until 5pm. Last entry is at 4.30.
BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY:
invites you to TEA at the RITZ. Saturday June 9th at St. Paul' s Chur ch,
Dorking, RH4 2HT. Bring a picnic and be entertained with songs from 1914 to
the 60s under the baton of our illustrious Music Director Patrick Barrett,
accompanied with panache by Marion Lea. Dressing in style for the occasion is
welcomed but optional.

Tickets £12 in advance only, can be bought online at brockhamchoral.org/tickets
or from Pauline Whitehead 01306-881821,or Maria Chadwick c/o Michael Frith,
40 South Street, Dorking, 01306-882728
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Interesting fact - the only thing that survives the human gut and then the cooking
and digesting process of the cake is tomato seed! So look out for tomato plants
growing on the heaps!

From the Parish Magazine May 1918

A polite note for dog walkers, it's that time of year when the crop (wheat) on and
around the common field starts to grow away and stops looking like 'it's only
grass init' (as one charming dog rambler had observed) and stem extension gives
the crop height and is easily flattened, seeing dogs jumping around in the crop
causing damage gets me very excited, I wouldn't dream of tramping all over
someone's veg patch or well presented garden and that's how we look at the farm.
Thank you, Martin

The Monthly Meeting of the Women’s Institute was held
in the Betchworth Church Room on Thursday, April 4th.
There was a very good attendance of members, about sixty
-five being present. After the President’s opening remarks
and notices, an interesting discussion on soup-making, and
the advantages and disadvantages of a ‘stock pot’, was
opened by Mrs. Scrutton and Mrs. Arminson. [1] An
excellent address was given by Mrs. Webb, from the Food
Production Department of the Board of Agriculture, on the
different ways of drying and preserving fruit and
vegetables. Mrs. Webb was most urgent in endeavouring to bring home to
every woman present the great need for further food production, and pointed
out that the needs of 1918 were far in advance of those of 1917 and that it was
the duty of every woman to do her bit, and increase the food supply of the
nation by extra cultivation, and above all, by the prevention of waste of any
article of food. There was an exhibition of boots and shoes mended by Miss E.
Mott’s[2] Cobbling Class, and the work done by them deserved the highest
praise. Miss Mott hopes to continue the Class next winter for the benefit of any
others in the village anxious to learn.

THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH
We still have some vacancies for our Society. Meetings take place at the
Betchworth Village Memorial Hall opposite Knights Garden Centre. We meet on
the third Monday of the month in the afternoon, the doors opening at 1.45 for the
hour’s lecture at 2.30. We have lectures on a wide range of subjects to do with the
arts given by excellent lecturers who have been vetted by The Arts Society
(formerly NADFAS).
Membership of our society costs just £35 for a year for which you can attend 10
excellent lectures on a variety of subjects pertaining to the arts, also the
opportunity of going on an art history tour and also of going on day visits to
different places. Next year the proposals for visits with guided tours are to: The
Armourers Hall and Guildhall; The Queen’s House and National Maritime
Museum; Lancing College and Parnham House; Folkington Museum and
Michelham Priory; Syon House; and Glyndebourne. We are also proposing a five
day visit to Vienna for a group of our members. If you are interested in joining
visit the website of the society theartssocietybetchworth.org.uk
Ian Caldwell 01306-882178
THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in Betchworth &
Buckland
All Members – a date for your diary!
Annual General Meeting
Buckland Reading Room
Monday 21st May at 8 pm
To be followed by a lecture on the
Kent, Sussex and Surrey Air Ambulance
Please email Jackie at betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com
or phone 01737 842330
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WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Mrs DuBuisson[3] also had her “Home Canner” on view, which she is willing to
allow to be used for the benefit of members of the Women’s Institute. The
hostesses for the afternoon were Mrs. Bedells, Mrs. Cummins, Mrs. Toms and
Mrs. C. Young, and friends of theirs also provided a delightful entertainment of
songs and recitations during the afternoon.
The next meeting of the Institute will be at Buckland Reading room on
Thursday, May 2nd.
[1]

The Arminsons farmed at Snowerhill Farm.

[2]

Miss (Elise) Mott was one of the eight Mott children who had been brought
up at Morden Grange with their parents Henry and Phoebe Mott. After her
mother’s death in 1918 (Henry had died in 1905), she went to live at Broome
Cottage with four of her siblings. Elise Mott was 49 at the time of this
magazine entry.
[3]

The DuBuissons lived at Snowerhill House from 1883 until Edith
DuBuisson’s death in 1940. Edith DuBuisson was the first President of the
Betchworth Women’s Institute.
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FARM DIARY MAY 2018
Constructing the farming confessions of Betchworth each month is a bit like
looking into a crystal ball, by the time the deadline comes round there's a lot of
facts as its actually happened and some 'future facts' that have not happened but
based on actual facts that month should happen! Well that's how a crystal ball
works and it seems farming in general, or put simply 'who b****y knows! I give
up looking at the weather reports, they don't know what's going on, the weather
forecasting crystal ball, tarot card, tea leaf guessing machine certainly doesn't,
and with all this in mind I've worked out it doesn't matter anyway! I can't do
anything about it, just ride the storm, or snow, hail and locust, and freezing
rain......freezing rain....what's that about!
Anyway the cows know what's going on, we should be thinking of turning them
out and they are starting to get very vocal anytime a gate is rattled or opened.
Calving is coming to an end with 16 cows left to calve. It's gone well this year.
You do all the prep leading in but you still don't know what's going to be thrown
at you. All the cattle are housed this time of year so the weather is not really a
problem on the cow front. Where as, those who partake in the even more insane
performance of lambing, have really had a challenge this spring. Sheep take up a
lot of room and are generally turned out not long after lambing. Young lambs do
not like bad weather and often casualties can be high. It is very frustrating and
will test the most experienced shepherd.
The cows keep us busy with wet weather around. We had a good sort out, getting
the non-calved cattle together in one shed, sounds easy? You should try it,
keeping mums with calves and chasing across the yard should be an Olympic
sport, lucky it's the Easter holiday and the kids make great sheepdogs or cow
dogs, if you like. There are a lot of 'housekeeping' jobs, dehorning calves, ear
tagging, cleaning out, bedding, feeding and as you get more animals it takes
longer to complete, so buying 15 replacements for the herd only prolongs the
pampering until turn out. Lucky for us we have plenty of feed and bedding.
The Bulls had their annual health and fitness examination by the vet. This
includes fertility, which I'm not going into detail about on these delicate pages,
that said they all passed, so relief all round.
The arable crops look well considering the wet and cold. Timing applications of
fertiliser and sprays is absolutely essential. You can't travel on waterlogged
ground and you certainly can't put sprays on with it being wet overhead. Some
sprays need a period of dry after application (known as rainfast) this can go in to
hours
so
planning
around
the
weather
is
a
real
art.
Planning the cropping for next year was done before this years crop went in, and
those amongst us would have noticed a couple of heaps of compost looking
material stored in the fields, it's known as 'digested cake' and is fertiliser for next
years crop. It comes from Thames water and is provided by you! (Need I say
more?) It's great fertiliser and is totally safe.
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