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Parish Letter—December 2018
Dear All,
BEYOND THE BONFIRE
Brockham Bonfire went off with a bang and whoop again last month
with the bonfire, procession and spectacular fireworks all making for
a great night for all. Along with quite a lot of other people my son,
grandson and myself had our photograph taken with a life like effigy
of Guy Fawkes in front of the bonfire. How many now know or understand the
historic roots to this annual celebration is unclear. For some at least they are
probably lost in the mists of time.
The events, of course, date from Guy Fawkes attempt to blow up the King (James
I) and The Houses of Parliament. The annual celebration is about his failure to do
so. But it has to be said that Catholics like Guy Fawkes were being subject to
state persecution at the time; so you can see why he did it. Trying to blow up the
King and his Parliament was a Catholic retaliation. In this conflict nobody’s
hands were clean.
But we have moved on, thankfully, and no good will come of making mileage of
this bitter rivalry today. It is better by far that the success of that Bonfire Night
rest on the simple pleasures of the bonfire and the fireworks and that this is what
it is all about, and all that it is about. In Brockham it has been going on for over
one hundred years and they have it down to a fine art thanks to the dedication and
hard work of all those who each year get this show on the road.
And now it’s Christmas. For many the turkey, the presents, the party and the
biggest High Street commercial opportunity of the year are what Christmas is all
about. The Christmas Story of Mary and Joseph coming to the stable and the birth
of Jesus have taken a back seat and quite often don’t feature at all.
So isn’t Christmas just like Bonfire night? Can’t we just get on and have a good
time and forget about how it all began? Of course we can, and we do, but if that
happens something is lost.
What is lost is a religious narrative about what we believe and a human narrative
about what matters most.
The Christmas story begins with The Annunciation. As a well know Carol I am
fond of has it:
The Angel Gabriel from heaven came
His wings like drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
“All hail” said he “thou lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favoured lady”
Gloria!
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The Angel, the coming of the Kings and the Shepherds, the trek to Bethlehem all
are used by Luke and Matthew in their Gospels to indicate that something very
special and different was taking place. This story is a window into the divine. It
enables us to be in touch with a world beyond our own. It invites us to step aside
from what is transient and immediate and to be in touch with things that are
eternal.
In a scientific and secular age divine things are not easy come by. We understand
why many are sceptical. The baby Jesus shows us what God himself is like. He
comes into the world as a vulnerable baby and that is often where we find him
today; not with the high and mighty but with the meek and lowly. Christmas
enables us to touch the divine and to come into the presence of God.
Paradoxically what the Christmas story also does is to help us see what it means
to be human and again Jesus is the focus. Here is someone who displays humanity
at its best. Being human means having the ability to love and set your own
interest aside to put others first; to lay down your life in ways great and small, as
he was to do. When we live in a world that seems at times endlessly caught up in
violence and hatred, and unable to be at peace with itself or with people who are
different to you, this is a message we badly need to hear.

Christmas offers us the chance to celebrate and have a good time with family and
friends, of course go for it, but it is more than that. It keeps the rumour of God
alive and we see the divine as a possibility in our own lives. In Jesus we also see
what being truly human looks like and how the best way to live our lives is with
him in mind.
David Eaton
NEW RECTOR
It is with much pleasure that we can finally announce that the Reverend Anna
Moore, who is presently Curate at St. Mark’s Reigate and has recently been
assisting the Reverend David Eaton here in Betchworth and Buckland, has been
appointed as the Rector of the United Benefice of Betchworth and Buckland,
subject to the necessary procedures. Further details, including the date and time of
the Licencing Service in the New Year will follow in due course. We take this
opportunity of warmly welcoming Anna to her new position and look forward to
getting to know her, her husband Alastair and her three children over the coming
months.
Linda & Bernard, Churchwardens
CHURCH COLLECTIONS OCTOBER
Total £572.87 of which £409.10 was Gift Aided

Sales and Donations £7.90
Parish Magazine
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb

FROM THE REGISTERS: DECEMBER, 2018
Baptisms

Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch

We welcome into the church:
21st October, Hugo Chiji and Maisy Adaugo Okoronkwo at St. Mary’s Buckland

20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB
Tel: 01737 8 44916

Funerals, Burials and Ashes Interred

Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

We send our condolences to the family and friends of those who have died:
26th October, David Cullen who died o 28th September aged 74 of 22 Pilgrims
Way Cottages, Reigate Road Betchworth.
Jessie Hazel Homewood who died on 19th October 2018 aged 78 of 79 Parkpale
Cottage, off Root Hill Lane, Brockham
CLEANING ROTA – DECEMBER 2018
Date

Mrs. Scotcher
Mrs. Power

Mrs. Scotcher

Mrs. Wickens
Mrs. Slot

21st
Dec

Mrs. North

Mrs. Hutton
Mrs. Stow

28th
Dec

Mrs. Armitage

Mrs. Hardy
Mrs. Pruszynska

4th Jan.
2019

Mrs. Hollingworth

Mrs. Ferrett
Mrs. Forrest

11th Jan.
2019

Mrs. Hardy

Mrs. Wickens
Mrs. Slot

th

14 Dec
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Mrs. Ferrett

7th Dec
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Aisles

Mrs. Pruszynska
Mrs. Chalker

Mrs. Ridley
Mrs. Power

Mrs. Chalker
Mrs. North
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DECEMBER SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S

Date

St. Michael’s Betchworth

St. Mary’s Buckland

2nd December
1st Sunday of
Advent

10.45 Sunday Club *

9.30am Parish
Communion

11am Parish
Communion**
9th December
2nd Sunday of
Advent

8am Holy Communion
11am Matins**

16h December
3rd Sunday of
Advent

9:30am Iona Parish
Communion

8am Holy Communion
10.30am Joint All Age Christingle
Service at St. Mary’s Buckland

5pm Evensongs at St. Michael’s Betchworth
Wednesday
19th December

Parish Magazine

7pm Service of Nine
Lessons and Carols
followed by Mulled wine
and Mince pies
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DECEMBER SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S (cont’d)

Betchworth Park Golf Club

Whether you are interested in starting out or
a full time player, come and see what we
have to offer at Betchworth Park:

Date

St. Michael’s Betchworth

23rd December
4th Sunday of
Advent

8am Holy Communion

5 pm Service of Nine
Lessons and Carols

Adult Golf Academy
Junior Golf Academy
Golf Society Day
Visitor Green Fees
Excellent Member Facilities
Social Events and Golfing Calendar.

Christmas Eve

Call: 01306 882052
Email:
manager@betchworthparkgc.co.uk

25th December
Christmas Day

30th December
1st Sunday
after Christmas
6th January
The Epiphany

5.30pm Crib Service
(Church Street)

St. Mary’s Buckland

10.30am Joint Parish
Communion
Service

4.00pm Children’s
Candlelight Service
11.30 pm Parish
Communion

10.30am Joint All Age Family Communion at
St. Michael’s Betchworth

10:30am Joint Parish
Communion, Buckland

10.45 Sunday Club *
11am Epiphany Parish
Communion**

9:30am Epiphany Parish
Communion

* In the Hamilton Room
** Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are
just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together
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Alternative Christmas
Tree Festival
Saturday 1st December 10 am to 4 pm
Sunday 2nd December 12 pm to 4 pm
At St Michael’s Church,
Betchworth
Homemade cakes
and
Coffee/Tea will be
available +
a tradecraft Gift Stall

T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N
Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs
Te l 01737 843533

Braidwood Wheeler &
CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCO NTANTS
Taxation and Accountancy services for:
Business Start Ups
Individuals

Limited
Companies
Partnerships

Call: 01737 228928
J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

Foot Care Focus
• Nail cutting & filing.
• Reduction and removal

of hard skin, verrucas
& corns.
• Clinic treatment or
home visits available.

April Standish

Tel: 07397 154000
Parish Magazine
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Chris
Long

S u pe r b pr o fe s s i o n a l c l e a n i n g o f
C a r p e ts , U p h o l s te r y , C u r t a i n s a n d
L e a th e r . A l s o O r i e n t a l R u g s a n d
G u a r ds m a n A n ti -S t a i n P r o te c ti o n

•
•
•
•
•

S p o t s t a in a n d O d o u r r e m o v a l

•
•
•
•

L e a t h e r c l e a n in g s p e c ia lis t s
F la m e r e t a r d in g
D u s t m it e r e d u c t io n s e r v ic e
A ll w o r k f u lly in s u r e d a n d g u a r a n t e e d

F o r a f r e e , n o o b l i g a t i o n q u o t a ti o n
c a ll tod a y

GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811

FREEPHO NE
0 808 1 44 90 71

Barking Beauties
Dog Grooming

Full grooming services
Contact Nikki to book an
appointment Tel : 07967 884661
WWW.BARKINGBEAUTIES.DOG

2 More Place Cottages, Wonham
Lane, Betchworth, RH3 7AD

TOWER TALK – MARKING THE CENTENARY OF THE ARMISTICE
Bellringers were given an important role in marking the centenary of the end of the
First World War – just as they had had an important role a hundred years ago, in an
age before broadcasting, in spreading the news of the armistice.
We normally ring half-muffled for the annual Remembrance Sunday service. We
fix a leather muffle over one side of the clapper of each bell, so that the bells sound
‘open’ – loudly – as they swing one way and
muffled as they swing the other way. To mark the
St Michael’s Church
Betchworth
centenary of the Armistice, bellringers were asked
On Sunday 11 November 2018 to ring half-muffled in remembrance as usual for
in 44 minutes
the eleven o’clock service, then to ring open in the
A quarter-peal of Plain Bob
afternoon to mark the centenary of the end of the
Doubles
First World War.
1 Martin Boyce
2 Sheena Boyce
3 Andrew Oliphant
4 David Sayce
5 Hugh Frayling (Conductor)
6 Mark Patton
Rung to mark the centenary of
the Armistice ending the First
World War

You may remember that we wrote earlier this year
about ‘Ringing Remembers’, the campaign to
recruit 1400 new ringers to commemorate the 1400
bellringers who died in the First World War.
We’re pleased to be able to tell you now that two
new ringers rang for service with us for the first
time on Remembrance Sunday. Sarah and Alan
Webb live in Dorking; Sarah learned to ring when
she was younger, but hasn’t rung for many years,
and Alan has learned to ring in the last few months.
We agreed that our main ‘open’ ringing would be a quarter-peal (1260 changes,
taking about three-quarters of an hour) at three o’clock in the afternoon. Thanks to
some nifty calling from our captain, Hugh, after two of us inadvertently changed
places, we achieved the quarter-peal – perhaps some of you heard some of the
ringing. Later, we were able to ring all eight bells on the Sunday evening when the
beacon was lit on the hill overlooking the River Mole.
We don’t yet have enough ringers at St Michael’s to ring three times in one day.
But fortunately some ringers are happy to drive around Surrey and help wherever
they are needed. We are grateful to ringers from Buckland, Charlwood, and Reigate
who helped us to give a fitting commemoration of the centenary of the Armistice.
If you would like to join Sarah and Alan in learning to ring, do come and visit us
during our weekly practice, on any Tuesday evening between eight o’clock and nine
thirty. With your help, there will be fewer Sundays in future when the bells are
silent, and we’ll always be able to raise a band to ring for local and national
occasions.

Andrew Oliphant. Bellringer and Steeplekeeper.
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REMEMBERANCE DAY SERVICE
By ten minutes before the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th Month, a
substantial congregation had already assembled in St Michael’s to remember
together the Armistice Agreement, which effectively ended the First World War.
It was a memorable service which had attracted a number of irregular attendees
as well as the stalwart regular members of the congregation.
The sun shone sporadically, the Church looked beautiful, enhanced by a display
of 100 poppies arranged around the altar, the choir was in good voice and the
organ sounded magnificent.
After a short welcome in the church we all “processed” to the Memorial, where
the sounding of “The Last Post” on a fine trumpet, finely played was followed by
prayers and the reading by members of the congregation of all ages of the names
on the memorial of the men from the village who had made the ultimate sacrifice
for their friends and country. Perfectly on cue “Reveille” was played followed
by appropriate silence This brought home to all of us the devastating effect on
family, friends and local populations which had resulted from the conflict.
Back in the comparative warmth of the Church the service continued with the
first reading which was delivered by James Hamilton and the second being a
reading by David Eaton, who conducted the Service, of Wilfred Owen’s famous
poem with the satirical title Dulce Et Decorum Est.(it is a glorious thing to die
for one’s country) The graphic descriptions of the conditions men had to cope
with and the hideous death of those affected and killed by mustard gas in this
poem, carry the message that there is nothing glorious about dying for ones
country. David’s excellent and pertinent sermon continued with this theme, but
went on to underline the importance of trying to maintain peace in the world
however difficult that may be. He ended by expressing the thought that it is a
glorious thing to die for ones friends; it was a sermon about friendship and peace.

All in all this was a most moving service.
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Family Activities for Betchworth &
Buckland
21st December
Village Children’s Christmas Disco
for the little residents of Betchworth & Buckland

Festive Fun Disco & Pizza
with competitions, prizes, bubbles and snow!
The Reading Room 3.30pm- 5.30pm
Tickets

in advance: £7.00 per child
Please book early as places are
limited

Contact Catriona Martin 07710 498 591 catdawes@aol.com
best suited to 4-10 year olds but all welcome
CAROL SINGING DECEMBER 13 at 6.00 PM
Carol singing round the village meeting at Old Wall Cottage
Nursing Home at 6:00 pm.
Children are very welcome.
Booking is essential. 842010 (Eiluned) .Bring a torch and a
Christmas hat!
We hope to be at The Benn’s house, Potters Farm Barn. by
7.30 for a warm up and more carols.
Booking is essential if you wish to stay on. 844228.(Claire Benn)
Eiluned Slot
Parish Magazine
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LUNGI SIERRA LEONE CHARITY
This is a family Charity set up six years ago by the Evans family who live in
Betchworth - we have built Schools, run a Free Motorbike Ambulance Service,
have an Outreach programme, and have developed a Medical Facility and
Diagnostic Clinic.
We have been lucky enough to receive your support
with donations from both the Betchworth and
Buckland Parishes and we hope you will approve of
the way those funds have been used and have your
continued support! This year we have focused on the
Medical Centre and Schools. The Ambulance
Service and Outreach are doing well.
Throughout 2018 we have installed a considerable
amount of equipment at the Medical Centre, so
much so that we now meet the criteria for a free
malaria testing and treatment programme, as well as
starting the under fives’ immunisation project there;
this in addition to offering free diagnostics to the
under fives as originally planned and other medical
treatment and observations. We have a full
Maternity suite, Operating equipment, Endoscopy equipment and Dialysis, along
with Lab Diagnostics, X-Ray, and Ultrasound.

www.rsande.co.uk

Professor Andrew Shennon of King's College has just developed Microlife Cradle
Monitors to detect Pre-Eclampsia, so we took two of his units down to SL in
January for immediate use.
The formal opening of the Medical Centre by the Sierra Leone Health Department
and Ministers will be in February'19.

Solar power is being installed at the Clinic to maintain the steady power supply
needed to maintain the Blood Bank. In June I visited the Munich Inter Solar
Exhibition and came away with an incredible donation of solar panels and
equipment. Sourced from Germany, the UK and South Africa it is currently enroute to Sierra Leone to be installed by the donors.
We now have a Junior Secondary School as well, and
built new Pre-School Classrooms in January, (Ottie's
House) consisting of two large,
bright, airy
classrooms. This replaces the original block that has
developed into a fully functioning Computer Lab, run
entirely by the school community. Another twenty
computers will shortly be on their way down to create
Parish Magazine
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a second computer class.
In May, six teachers from Kingswood House
School came with us to SL, to teach and help us
set up the new buildings - their help was
fantastic and I think they all enjoyed it! A very
different way to spend Half-term.
Our website has concise information and photos
on the welcome page so please do take a look
when you have a moment. No-one is paid and we are very small, but effective.
Further info is available on 'Our Team' and Photo Album' pages. I have just written
the site with 'A little help from my friends' so
please bear with me - the History is not as yet
loaded!
Please keep the support coming as there is always
so much to do and more equipment to buy and a
very big Thank You to you all Merry Christmas!
Melanie Evans. Chairman, Lungi Sierra Leone
Charity
www.lungisierraleone.org.uk
Carols for Christmas
Wednesday 12th December at 7.30pm
St Michael’s Church,
Betchworth RH3 7DW

This year’s programme will be truly ‘Christmassy’ with
opportunities for everybody to get into the Christmas mood
and join the choir singing some of their favourite Carols. The
concert will be a mixture of traditional and perhaps less well
known modern settings of old favourites.
Tickets £12 (Students £7.50 and U12s free) available through
www.ticketsource.com/buckland-betchworth-choral-society,
from Buckland Deli, Betchworth Post Office, or on the door.
More information can be found at www.bbcsinfo.org
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The Betchworth & Buckland
Society
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life
in Betchworth & Buckland

Date for your diary
Friday 8th February

MOT Testing
Station
Repairs & Servicing
to all makes

QUIZ NIGHT

Reigat e Ro ad
Buckland,
Near R eigat e

BETCHWORTH MEMORIAL HALL,
Station Road
7:30 pm

01737
242766

All welcome, come and test your general and
local knowledge
Make up a team or just come along and join one.

R id e o n M o w e r s
R o ta r y M o w e r s
C y l in d e r M o w e r s
C h a insa w s
S tr im m e r s
H e d g e C u tte r s
R o te v a to r s
B lo w e r v a c s
Q u a lity s e c o n d h a n d e q u ip m e n t

Tickets: members £12 non-members £14
Advance booking essential

Email:

betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com
Parish Magazine
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BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY
Over the past twelve months the Betchworth & Buckland Society has been very
active in the two parishes, from the February Quiz to the Summer BBQ, and
making worthwhile donations to local good causes in celebration of our Diamond
Anniversary

A CHRISTMAS WISH

The Editors (Ros Rokison, Sian Winter,
Tim Warren), the Desktop Publishers
(Alison Hedges, Ros Rokison and John
Scotcher) and the Management Team of
the Magazine (which comprises the
above, plus Pam Armitage, Bernard
Hawkins, Hilary Ely, Jackie Ellison,
Linda Slater, Karen Munroe and Susie
Redburn) would all like to wish our
readers and advertisers a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Our strapline is ‘For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in
Betchworth & Buckland’. This year the committee has seen several new members
who have replaced those who have given many years of good service to the
community. Anthony Eisinger, Fiona Brindley and Dave Lynch will be stepping
down the year end. Anthony has been a stalwart member for many years, a
former Chairman and for many years since has observed planning applications
most diligently. Fiona and Dave have worked very effectively on successful
events. This year Claire Dobson joined us to help with events, but two people are
best replaced by two people and so we seek another! Volunteers are welcome,
please let our Secretary Tamlynne Chapman (842291) or myself know if you are
interested in joining this fine Society committee.
Richard Worsley. Chairman. 224418
rfworsley752@gmail.com
FARM DIARY DECEMBER
With winter on its way with more rain forecast it’s a relief that the arable side of things has
finished until spring. There is only one spray of fungicide to go on the oilseed rape which will
protect it from 'light leaf spot' through the winter, our main focus of work is now cattle, how
long can we keep them out? If the ground remains dry enough to hold them than we shall keep
feeding them out, but if it gets too wet then they come in. Pregnancy testing this year is booked
for the 5th December so they will all have to be in by then so fingers crossed for a good day
that day.
The mad performance of harvest, then sowing for next harvest, is slipping to the back of your
mind and a more relaxed almost normal working hours take over for winter; overtime is
slashed so no more excuses for not getting some jobs done at home.
We have spent some time taking advantage of the dry ground and clearing up some fallen
trees which have been a bit of a mess for a while and hedge cutting the grass fields before it
turns wet is another priority job and maybe we’ll do some fencing ready for next year. I just
hope the 'lesser spotted fence slasher' doesn't start marking its territory early this year on new
fencing
The Betchworth beacon was lit on the 11th of November at 7 pm, it was great to see so many
people make their way up the hill for a final moment of remembrance that day.
As my spare time is being taken up by 'jobs round the house' I have only produced a short
diary this month, I thought it would all slow down for winter!
Happy Christmas
Martin
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Calling all Children
Please come and join us to sing a few carols
to the residents of Broome Park on
Thursday 20th December
2.30pm – 3.30pm
Please contact

Julie Hardy of Mulberry Bush Music juliehardy8@gmail.com
or Cat Martin from FABB catdawes@aol.com

for more details
BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in Betchworth &
Buckland
Please join us for Christmas Drinks
Sunday 16th December
Buckland Reading Room
From 12 noon
Members £6 guests £8 (children 5 + half price)
To book please call Fiona Brindley 841005 or
Email: betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com
Parish Magazine
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SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS - HAVE
YOUR SAY!
Surrey County Council continues to face significant financial pressures. The
number of residents needing support – whether it is for learning disabilities or
elderly care – is rising, but the core government grant has been cut by more than
two hundred million pounds since 2010.

More than half a billion pounds of savings have been made in areas which have
the least impact, but the challenge is getting harder. For instance, Surrey already
has more than 93,000 residents aged over 65 who can't manage a domestic task on
their own and this will rise by 36 per cent by 2030.
Surrey County Council have launched a new community vision for Surrey by
2030. The aim is to transform the support provided by all of us to residents and
communities, but to get there SCC needs to take some very difficult decisions.

Over the next year SCC needs to save a further £85m which means making
changes to some services. Consultations on a range of services can be found
at www.surreycc.gov.uk and they want to hear your views by Friday 4 January
2019 to help shape those services for the future.
The results of these consultations will shape our day-to-day lives, whether it be
bus travel or a trip to the recycling depot. Please take a moment to have your say
on:

Family Resilience: Children's Centres
Concessionary bus travel
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
Libraries and Cultural Services
Community Recycling Centres
At www.surreycc.gov.uk.

During December we are also celebrating Christingle on all three bases
and our school Carol Service will be held at Christ Church in
Brockham. All in all a busy time for the pupils at North Downs
Primary.
In school we try to celebrate Christmas in a traditional way with a
proper school Christmas lunch with turkey and all the trimmings, a
Christmas tree, and a Christmas post box for children ’s cards. We feel
it is important to teach children that Christmas is as much about giving
as well as getting and we encourage children to think about those
children in this country and overseas who are not so fortunate. We will
therefore enjoy a ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ in aid of Save the Children
UK.
We have many after school clubs which provide extracurricular
activities for our pupils, many of which are run by our members of
staff. Pupils who attend our Environmental Club entered the Christmas
Tree competition at RHS Wisley this year, and I am delighted to say
as a result that North Downs has been invited to decorate one of ten
trees which will be on display in the glasshouse between Thursday 6 th
December and Wednesday 2nd January. We were chosen based on one
of the designs submitted by a pupil who attends the club. Should you
visit Wisley over the Christmas period please do look out for our tree!

Jane Douglass, Headteacher
North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village,
Leigh Village

Marion Hallett
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As I mentioned last month, adding to the fun
is our school Christmas Fair after school on
Friday 30th November – do come along if
you can.

On behalf of all the children, staff and governors I would like to wish
you all a happy and healthy Christmas.

Thank you, and Seasons Greetings to you all.

Parish Magazine

Christmas is upon us again and it seems only
like yesterday when we were returning from
the school summer holiday. Christmas is a
wonderful time to be working in a school
and to be able to share with children the fun
and excitement of parties, presents and
performances.
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LEITH HILL PLACE
Christmas is approaching with remarkable speed and we have
some very special events planned as part of our celebrations here
at Leith Hill Place.
Although our season has finished for 2018, we have a special
weekend opening from Friday 7th December until Sunday 9th
December from 11am to 4pm to show you the house dressed for
Christmas. Come and enjoy carol singing around the piano,
festive bakes and mulled wine in the kitchen and explore a variety of craft stalls to
begin your Christmas shopping. Normal admission charges apply for nonmembers.
We also have a number of events coming up on or around that weekend:
On Friday 7th December from 5.30-7pm, well-known author of historical novels
and biography Alison Weir and writer, historian and lecturer Siobhan Clarke will
introduce A Tudor Christmas, exploring Christmas traditions of the past. The
evening includes a book signing and mulled wine. £10pp, booking essential.
On Sunday 9th December from 5-7pm, virtuoso trumpet player Crispian SteelePerkins, accompanied by acclaimed pianist Leslie Pearson will play a wide variety
of music including Handel, Mozart, Haydn, Bernstein, Glenn Miller and Leroy
Anderson. Crispian Steele-Perkins will also introduce and demonstrate a variety of
historical instruments. £20pp including a glass of mulled wine. Booking essential.
If you are inspired by Leith Hill Place and its fabulous setting, come and paint
your own Christmas card on Monday 10th December from 10.30am-1pm. Surrey
artist Jane Allison will help you to create your own
festive picture. £20 including a hot drink and mince
pie. Booking essential on 07790 476394.
Finally, learn how to make a beautiful Christmas
flower table arrangement with Surrey Hills’ florist
Vickie Edwards on Tuesday 11th December from
11am-1pm. All flowers and materials included.
Please bring secateurs and gardening gloves. £30 including a festive cream tea.
Booking essential.
For all bookings apart from the Paint your own Christmas card (see number given
above) please call 0344 2491895 or visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/leith-hill-place
Before and after our Christmas opening Leith Hill Place will be shut until 29 th
March 2019.
We hope to welcome you to Leith Hill Place for our Christmas events and take this
opportunity to wish you a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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MUSIC IN DORKING - DECEMBER 2018
1 at 12.00, Music at Midday at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229
1st at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s Church, £15, 01306 881821
2nd at 4.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717
3rd at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
8th at 3.00, Ladybirds Choir at United Reformed Church Hall, £7.50, 01737
843662
15th at 5.55, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
15th at 4.00, Dorking Choral Society at United Reformed Church
23rd at 4.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717
As Christmas approaches, there are several choral concerts for you to enjoy.
Brockham Choral Society, together with the Farnham Youth Choir, will perform
Benjamin Britten’s delightful cantata Saint Nicolas together with other Christmas
music. Dorking Choral Society will also present its Christmas concert, with carols
and more festive music.
st

The Ladybirds choir, directed by Helena Twentyman, will give a Christmas
concert including a range of songs and carols from traditional favourites to the
lovely When a child is born. They will also be marking the centenary of the end
of World War I with a number of poignant songs, a movement from Karl Jenkins’
mass The Armed Man, and an arrangement of Elgar’s Nimrod. The concert is
raising funds for Dorking Minds, a local charity concerned with mental health.
There will be tea and mince pies afterwards!
There are several screenings at the Dorking Halls this month. The favourite
Christmas ballet, Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker, can be seen twice – first from the
Royal Ballet in London (3rd) and later from the Bolshoi in Moscow (23 rd). Also
from the Bolshoi comes Don Quixote (3rd). Verdi’s great tragic opera La Traviata
will be screened live from the Metropolitan Opera in New York.
The lunchtime recital at St Martin’s will be given by violinist Fumi Otsuki and
pianist Jonathan Lilley. Their programme will include music by Vaughan
Williams – his Lark Ascending and Pastorale – together with music by Fauré,
Massenet, and the Japanese composer Toru Takemitsu. Watermill Jazz takes a
break in December and will resume its weekly concerts in January.
A very happy Christmas to you!
Ian Codd
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DORKING MUSEUM IN DECEMBER

THE FIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS

Gallery Talk, Thursday 13th December: “The money behind the militant
movement”: On the centenary of the general election of December 1918 when
women could vote for the first time,
Kathy Atherton will talk about
Emmeline and Fred Pethick-Lawrence of
Holmwood and their contribution to the
suffrage movement. She also celebrates
Emmeline as one of the first women to
stand for parliament at that election – her
platform,
her
team
and
her
(unsuccessful) campaign – and why Fred
did not stand despite being desperate to
get into Parliament (which he did in
1923). At Dorking Museum, 7pm, doors
open 6.30, entry £5 on the door, includes a glass of Prosecco. Seating is limited,
but some standing room is available. Bookable through the Museum website.
A short film telling the story of the Pethick-Lawrences, filmed in Dorking,
Holmwood and Leith Hill, is still available to view in the Museum to mark the
centenary of the vote for women (any time during opening hours). Kathy
Atherton’s book on the fight for the vote in the Surrey Hills is also on sale.
Rob Walker and Dorking’s Place in Motor Racing History: Dorking
Museum’s exhibition is open throughout November and focuses on the life of Rob
Walker, his Pippbrook Garage and workshops in Dorking, and the team’s motor
racing triumphs and tragedies over 30 years. Exhibits include a unique collection
of scale-replica models of Walker's
racing cars that featured on the BBC
show Bargain Hunt programme and rare
memorabilia.
Exhibition researcher Tom Loftus has
written a book by the same name that
tells the story from a Dorking
perspective. The book features many unpublished photographs and a touching
foreword by Robbie Walker. The 72page, full colour book is published by
The Cockerel Press and available from the Museum.

There it was, I spied it through the window;
Last one in stock, I knew I must be quick.
Four thirty Christmas Eve, without that tree I couldn’t leave,
It was the last thing on my Christmas list to tick!
As I waded through the tinsel and crackers
I saw someone heading for the tree, tears welled.
Amongst the streamers, how I cursed, I’m the one who saw it first,
Above the bustle and the noise “It’s mine” I yelled!
Regardless of the happy smiling shoppers,
We both raced towards the one thing in our view
I gave a nasty glare, because SHE was almost there,
Now, there was only one thing I could do!
I took a dive and my fingers curled around it,
Oh, the smell of pine and the feel of sticky sap.
I almost came a cropper, because that other b***** shopper
Had a hold as well and tried to pull it back!
We then engaged in ‘tug o’ war’ beside the checkout
In just one minute all its needles on the floor!
We’d been crazy, we’d been mad, and we both felt rather bad.
Poor Christmas tree stripped naked by the door!
Embarrassed at my volatile behaviour
And sad to be heading home without a tree,
Would my wife and kiddies cope? Would they think I was a dope?
As I walked in empty handed, Christmas Eve.
But the family welcomed me with smiles upon their faces,
“Oh Daddy darling, won’t you come and see?”
Real berries, real snow, a robin perched upon the bough,
In the garden, our readymade Christmas tree.

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk, phone
01306 876591.
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BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
2018 proved again to be a successful year for the Society. The year started with
talks from speakers Barry Newman and Alison Marsden. Barry informed us of
lots of handy hints of how to grow fruit and vegetables for a show, which helped
our members enormously, as was proved by the standard of Mary Rode, one of
our members who works closely with North Downs Primary School advising the
children with their Allotment Project. Seed potatoes were issued to the school so
they could enter the Autumn Show with “potato in a pot’ category. They were
very successful and won, also winning a special certificate of Merit from the
judges. Well done North Downs Primary School.
The Plant Sale in May interested many people and the Autumn Show as always
was worth a visit.140 entries applied this year and the judges commented of how
high the standard had been in many of the entries. The large pumpkins were the
star of the show and were quite incredible. Our members never fail with their
amazingly high standards of growing and producing high quality crafts, floral art,
photography and fruit and vegetables. If you are a keen gardener at whatever
level, who enjoys growing and nurturing life into plants, fruit and vegetables
please join our Society. We always welcome new blood and ideas.
The Brockham Green Horticultural Society would like to wish all of our
Members a very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous 2019.
BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB
That’s it folks. The green has been put to bed. Smart trousers are in the closet and
the bowls are in the bottom draw. The summer seems to go so quickly but as said
last month we have had a great season. We have already done a serious amount of
hard work on the rink mainly through our greenkeeper Bob Gregory with the heavy
work and some valuable advice done by Mike Geisler from Surrey Sports Turf
Management, a local Company. Whilst our members and cosy clubhouse are vital
parts of the club without a proper playing surface there would probably be no club.
This work will carry on throughout the winter with the vast majority of members
helping out. We are sure the green will be in the best condition ever next season.
Congratulations to our new captain, Christine Knight, who is hoping to maintain
our excellent form this season into 2019.
I hope you all winter well and roll on the spring. As Xmas time approaches fast I
will probably spend many a day on your doorsteps. Please feel free to ask me any
questions about the game of bowls and our club.
Early Christmas wishes to all. Club Vice Captain, Tournament Secretary, good guy
but above all your local Hermes courier. Get on those websites now.
Cheers Rick.
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GATTON PARK EVENTS
DECEMBER 2018
Pre-booking required for all activities except where indicated.
Children under eight must be accompanied by an adult.
Sunday 2nd and Sunday 9th December Santa’s Grotto
Enjoy a buggy ride to meet Santa in his grotto. Explore the grounds and follow a
trail of clues before returning to Gatton Hall to make a Christmas decoration. Tea
and cake available to purchase. 1-3.30pm. Cost: £7 per child. Book a timeslot
online.
T
hursday 20th December Christmas Crafts (3-7yrs)
Christmas craft making session for younger children.10-11am or 1.30-2.30pm.
Cost: £6 per child
Friday 21st December Trails and Tales (2-4yrs)
Enjoy the story of Stick Man and go for a walk around the park to bring the story
to life. Return to create artwork linked to the story. 10-11.30am or 1.30-3pm.
Cost: £7.50 per child
Guided Tours
If you have a group interested in a guided tour of Gatton Park, please get in
touch.
Cost: £7 per person or £9 with tea and cake.
Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW
01737 649068. events@gatton-park.org.uk
Book online at: www.gattonpark.com
MARIE CURIE ‘GOT A MINUTE' VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT
CAMPAIGN
The Marie Curie Charity is currently looking for volunteers within our area. It
doesn’t have to take up much time and can be very rewarding. If you think you
can help or would just like to find out more please call 01883 832626 or
email emmalouise.dolman@mariecurie.org.uk.
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