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Parish LetterñDecember 2018 

Dear All, 

BEYOND THE BONFIRE 

Brockham Bonfire went off with a bang and whoop again last month 
with the bonfire, procession and spectacular fireworks all making for 
a great night for all. Along with quite a lot of other people my son, 
grandson and myself had our photograph taken with a life like effigy 
of Guy Fawkes in front of the bonfire. How many now know or understand the 
historic roots to this annual celebration is unclear. For some at least they are 
probably lost in the mists of time.  

The events, of course, date from Guy Fawkes attempt to blow up the King (James 
I) and The Houses of Parliament. The annual celebration is about his failure to do 
so. But it has to be said that Catholics like Guy Fawkes were being subject to 
state persecution at the time; so you can see why he did it. Trying to blow up the 
King and his Parliament was a Catholic retaliation. In this conflict nobodyôs 
hands were clean.  

But we have moved on, thankfully, and no good will come of making mileage of 
this bitter rivalry today. It is better by far that the success of that Bonfire Night 
rest on the simple pleasures of the bonfire and the fireworks and that this is what 
it is all about, and all that it is about.  In Brockham it has been going on for over 
one hundred years and they have it down to a fine art thanks to the dedication and 
hard work of all those who each year get this show on the road. 

And now itôs Christmas. For many the turkey, the presents, the party and the 
biggest High Street commercial opportunity of the year are what Christmas is all 
about. The Christmas Story of Mary and Joseph coming to the stable and the birth 
of Jesus have taken a back seat and quite often donôt feature at all. 

So isnôt Christmas just like Bonfire night? Canôt we just get on and have a good 
time and forget about how it all began? Of course we can, and we do, but if that 
happens something is lost. 

What is lost is a religious narrative about what we believe and a human narrative 
about what matters most. 

The Christmas story begins with The Annunciation. As a well know Carol I am 
fond of has it: 

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came 

His wings like drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

ñAll hailò said he ñthou lowly maiden Mary, 

Most highly favoured ladyò 

Gloria! 
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The Angel, the coming of the Kings and the Shepherds, the trek to Bethlehem all 
are used by Luke and Matthew in their Gospels to indicate that something very 
special and different was taking place. This story is a window into the divine. It 
enables us to be in touch with a world beyond our own. It invites us to step aside 
from what is transient and immediate and to be in touch with things that are 
eternal.  

In a scientific and secular age divine things are not easy come by. We understand 
why many are sceptical. The baby Jesus shows us what God himself is like. He 
comes into the world as a vulnerable baby and that is often where we find him 
today; not with the high and mighty but with the meek and lowly. Christmas 
enables us to touch the divine and to come into the presence of God. 

Paradoxically what the Christmas story also does is to help us see what it means 
to be human and again Jesus is the focus. Here is someone who displays humanity 
at its best. Being human means having the ability to love and set your own 
interest aside to put others first; to lay down your life in ways great and small, as 
he was to do. When we live in a world that seems at times endlessly caught up in 
violence and hatred, and unable to be at peace with itself or with people who are 
different to you, this is a message we badly need to hear. 

Christmas offers us the chance to celebrate and have a good time with family and 
friends, of course go for it, but it is more than that. It keeps the rumour of God 
alive and we see the divine as a possibility in our own lives. In Jesus we also see 
what being truly human looks like and how the best way to live our lives is with 
him in mind. 

David Eaton 

NEW RECTOR 
It is with much pleasure that we can finally announce that the Reverend Anna 
Moore, who is presently Curate at St. Markôs Reigate and has recently been 
assisting the Reverend David Eaton here in Betchworth and Buckland, has been 
appointed as the Rector of the United Benefice of Betchworth and Buckland, 
subject to the necessary procedures. Further details, including the date and time of 
the Licencing Service in the New Year will follow in due course. We take this 
opportunity of warmly welcoming Anna to her new position and look forward to 
getting to know her, her husband Alastair and her three children over the coming 
months.                                                            
Linda & Bernard, Churchwardens 

CHURCH COLLECTIONS OCTOBER 

Total Ã572.87 of which Ã409.10 was Gift Aided 

Sales and Donations Ã7.90 
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb 
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 

and Arboriculturist                       
Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3  7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 

 

 

Parish Magazine                         3 Betchworth - December 2018 

Church Reports and Notices 

FROM THE REGISTERS:   DECEMBER, 2018 

Baptisms 

We welcome into the church: 

21st October, Hugo Chiji and Maisy Adaugo Okoronkwo at St. Maryôs Buckland 

 

Funerals, Burials and Ashes Interred 

We send our condolences to the family and friends of those who have died: 

26th October, David Cullen who died o 28th September aged 74 of 22 Pilgrims 
Way Cottages, Reigate Road Betchworth. 

Jessie Hazel Homewood who died on 19th October 2018 aged 78 of 79 Parkpale 
Cottage, off Root Hill Lane, Brockham 

CLEANING ROTA ï��DECEMBER 2018 

 
 

Date Chancel Nave Aisles 

7th Dec Mrs. Ferrett 

Mrs. Scotcher 
Mrs. Power 

  

14th Dec Mrs. Scotcher 

Mrs. Wickens 
Mrs. Slot 

Mrs. Pruszynska 
Mrs. Chalker 

21st  
Dec 

Mrs. North 

Mrs. Hutton 
Mrs. Stow 

  

28th 
Dec 

Mrs. Armitage 

Mrs. Hardy 
Mrs. Pruszynska 

Mrs. Ridley 
Mrs. Power 

4th Jan. 
2019 

Mrs. Hollingworth 

Mrs. Ferrett 
Mrs. Forrest 

  

11th Jan. 
2019 

Mrs. Hardy 

Mrs. Wickens 
Mrs. Slot 

Mrs. Chalker 
Mrs. North 


