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Parish Letter—xx 2017 

BACKWARD GLANCES AND FUTURE PROSPECTS 

I listened by chance in the car to an edition of Brain of Britain 
on Radio 4 and was surprised to hear a question about 
someone I knew. 

Q: In which 20th century poem does Joan Jackson feature 
under another name and why? 

A: In A Subaltern’s Love-song by John Betjeman because 
under her maiden name she was Joan Hunter-Dunne and 
Betjeman’s muse. 

I had known Joanna, as she preferred, when I was a curate. Not all curacies are 
happy ones but this was. Joanna was very hospitable to me, and my family. She 
was good company and fun to know partly because of the Betjeman connection. 
Listening to Brain of Britain recalled a time when we were a young family and 
our son had just been born; a golden time, you might say, to look back on. 

Looking back for me conjurers up special people and places which it is possible to 
hold and enjoy for their own sake. It is not unnatural to see special connections as 
treasures to keep by me; like the family heirlooms I also have. There is some 
sadness too but as I can be a bit of an Eeyore it will do me good, for once, not to 
mention that but to hold the positive and the pleasing in pride of place. 

The Bible is good at looking back; I sometimes think too good. It goes on a bit; for 
my money there’s too much about crossing the Red Sea and escaping out of Egypt 
and other big picture events. The reason is, however, that it is only as you look 
back that you can see where God has been on the move doing his thing and that is 
what the Biblical writers recall.  

The Bible also likes to look forward to what is going to happen in the future. It 
looks to a time when a Messiah will come and restore the fortunes of the People of 
Israel. It is hopeful about the future. Death is not the end of life but the beginning 
of a new way of living closer to God. The end of all things is not desolation for the 
planet but a time when wrongs are righted and a new age dawns. 

The Bible’s perspective encourages us to cherish the past, where we see the hand 
of God at work, without wallowing in nostalgia. It is hopeful about the future and 
what God might have in store, without becoming euphoric or manic. All of which 
means living in the present moment.  

This is a spiritual awareness because people and events matter for their own sake, 
and, because they are part of a wider picture. This is personal but it is also social. 
The Bible isn’t just about ‘me and my lot’, it believes in justice for the peoples of 
the world and cries out in protest when they are oppressed or exploited. 

I will own up to a sneaking feeling that although this is the theory, and I am on 
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board, living in the present moment is more challenging than I like to admit. It 
probably does depend in part on your personality. Eeyores like the past because 
we know where we are with the past, or we think we do, it’s happened and that’s 
it.  

Explorers, on the other hand, like the future because it’s exciting and unknown and 
anything might happen. A spirituality for today will examine the past and just 
what did take place; in our lives but also in the life of the church and the world. It 
will also look to the future and has hopes for how things can be different and 
better. 

What God asks of us is to live in the present and to discover in what way the 
present is His moment. Sometimes it will be pure pleasure and joy; knowing and 
being known, a Joan Hunter-Dunne moment: for John Betjeman: “the speed of a 
swallow, the grace of a boy” and for me, many years later, family life and the 
evocation of a particularly happy time.  

Sometimes the sky is much darker and finding God in the present moment is then 
much harder. That’s when we need other people to help us get through. It is then 
we need God by our side and, thankfully, it is what faith and church and village 
life at its best is about. 

David Eaton 

CHURCH COLLECTIONS, MAY 2018 

Collections    £443.98 

Donations & Sales   £ 25.79 

Total     £469.77 (Of which Gift Aided  £308.11)  

FROM THE REGISTERS, JUNE 2018 

Betchworth Burial Ground 

Frances Louise Barnard who died on 29 May 2018 of Haviland House, Worthing. 
Aged 102  
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb 
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 

and Arboriculturist                       
Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3  7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 
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Last year volunteers in Betchworth  and Buckland 
collected over £3,000 for Christian Aid. 

We look forward to bringing you this year’s 
combined figure in the next edition of the Parish 
Magazine. Christian Aid and the co-ordinators at 
Betchworth and Buckland are most grateful to 
those who volunteered and those who gave most generously to our team of 
collectors. Everyone made a huge effort, helped in part by the nice weather, with 
only an occasional shower at the start and end of the week. 

This year we supported the storm ravaged homes in Haiti 7 years on from the 
devastating hurricane, with over 30,000 people still displaced! Losing livestock 
and possessions families are living in disused shower blocks and other unsuitable 
areas. Our contribution will now go towards the building of disaster-proof 
homes. 

Tom Briscombe 

BIG BREAKFAST FOR CHRISTIAN AID 

A huge thank you to all who helped with and supported our Big Breakfast this 
year. Including the  wonderful band of helpers. Twenty seven people  came 
through the door, with our first visitor arriving about 7.30am. Our menu consisted 
of bacon, sausage, fried egg, scrambled egg, fried tomatoes and baked beans, 
together with cereal, yogurt, fruit, toast and marmalade, coffee, tea and juice. It 
was good to see so many people just sitting around the table and chatting. We 
raised £270 including Gift Aid so a really great effort and I hope everyone 
enjoyed themselves. It was a good team effort and my thanks to Carol, Margaret, 
John, Mary H, Everett and Tom - the great team who made it possible. Maybe by 
next year I will have mastered that ***** cooker. (Gas is so much easier). 

Liz Vahey 

2018 FLOWER FESTIVAL 

The sun shone - for the whole weekend! - the cream teas flowed and the church 
was filled with the most gloriously creative flower arrangements including many 
from new arrangers. There were queues to get up to the bell tower and many 
ventured up to the roof, musicians entertained in the church and the parking 
attendants didn't get wet. Thank you so much to everyone who put in huge efforts 
in making this weekend such a success. We have raised over £5,000 towards 
maintaining the church building and we couldn't have done it without you. 

Linda Slater 
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TOWER TALK 

The bellringers really enjoyed welcoming so 
many visitors to the tower over the Flower 
Festival weekend.  About 200 people of all ages 
came up to the ringing chamber, and most of them 
made it up to the roof to enjoy the fine views from 
there – they weren’t put off by climbing the 
ladders, the terrifying clang of the tenor bell, or 
the cramped space in the bell chamber. In fact, 
many commented that the difficulties added to 
their appreciation of the visit: climbing around 
inside a real ancient building was more of an 
adventure than anything they had tried at a theme 
park or adventure playground. 

We hope some of our visitors will be interested 
enough to learn to ring and to join the very 
sociable bands at St Michael’s or at St Mary’s 
Buckland. We need more ringers at both churches 
to be able to ring whenever we are expected to do 
so for services; and nationally there is a campaign to find 1400 new recruits to 
ring for the centenary of the armistice in November 2018, to commemorate the 
1400 bell ringers who died in the First World War.  

It is a great time to learn the peculiarly English art of 
Change Ringing and we organised a couple of ‘taster’ 
sessions in early June for learners or for former 
ringers. If you missed these, then don’t despair: you 
are very welcome to join us at any Tuesday evening 
practice at 8pm at St Michael’s (or Friday evening 
8pm at St Mary’s Buckland). You can have a quick try 
at ringing a bell, and we’ll be happy to arrange a time 
for further tuition sessions, using a bell with its 
clapper lashed so you can learn to handle it without 
making an embarrassing and monotonous noise. Do 
come and visit us while we have the long summer 
evenings to enjoy, not to mention an opportunity for 
refreshment afterwards in The Dolphin! 

 

Andrew Oliphant 

Bellringer and steeplekeeper. 
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Betchworth Park Golf Club 
Whether you are interested in starting out or 

a full time player, come and see what we 
have to offer at Betchworth Park:  

 
Adult Golf Academy 
Junior Golf Academy 

Golf Society Day 
Visitor Green Fees 

Excellent Member Facilities 
Social Events and Golfing Calendar.            

 

Call: 01306 882052 

Email: 
manager@betchworthparkgc.co.uk  

Local Services 
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Date St. Michael’s Betchworth St. Mary’s Buckland 

 

1st July 
 

Trinity   5 

 
10.45 am Sunday Club* 
 
11 am Parish Communion ** 

9.30am Parish  
Communion  

8th July 
Trinity  6 

8 am Holy Communion 
 
 
11 am Matins ** 

 
9.30 am Parish  
Communion (Iona) 

15th  July 
 

Trinity  7 

 
8am Holy Communion 

10:30am Joint All Age Family  
Service at St Michael’s, Betchworth 

5pm Choral Evensong  

22nd  July 
 

Mary  
Magdalene 

 

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
11am Parish Communion ** 

 
9:30am Parish  
Communion 

 8 am Holy Communion 
29th July 

 
Trinity  9 10:30am Joint All Age Family  

Service at St Mary’s Buckland 

 

5th August 
 

Trinity  10 

 
10.45 am Sunday Club* 
 
11am Parish Communion ** 

9:30am Parish  
Communion 

*     In the Hamilton Room 
**   Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are 

just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together 

JULY SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S  AND  ST MARY’S 
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Once again we approach the end of another academic year 
that has seen the school continue to go from strength to 
strength and increase in popularity.  

Our year 6 pupils are looking forward to visiting their new 
secondary schools; most of our pupils are heading for The 
Priory or The Ashcombe in Dorking. On the same day our 
new year 3 pupils from Newdigate, St Michael’s and our 
Leigh site will join us for the day and will spend time 
getting to know our Brockham site and meeting their new 
teacher. We are also looking forward to welcoming sixty 
new children into our Reception classes at Betchworth and 
Brockham. We have a carefully planned induction 
programme for our youngest pupils ensuring a smooth and 
happy introduction into their first school. 

The summer term is the time when many classes go out for the day to places 
connected with their learning. Our Reception children travelled by coach (an 
adventure in itself) to Ladyland Farm; Year 5 have recently visited Hampton 
Court Palace and Year 2 visited Brooklands museum. Year 3 had a week of 
adventures, as part of their Activity Week, which included an overnight camp on 
the school field. All these visits and activities were linked to the history and/or 
geography topics they have been studying this term.  

Finally, our Year 6 children organised a series of Charity Events, working in 
groups to raise as much money for their chosen charities as they could, each with 
a donation of £10.00 from School Fund to get them started. A worthwhile, 
memorable and enjoyable experience for all involved. Well done to everyone.  

Please enjoy the remainder of the summer and many thanks for your ongoing 
support of North Downs Primary. 

Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

Be the best 
you can be, 
every day 

THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY 2017 AGM 

…. took place on 21st May 2018. After the formal announcements, which 
discussed the year’s events, planning observations and donations to local causes, 
a break for wine and nibbles allowed members a chance to catch up. The main 
attraction was a guest speaker, Myra Baston of Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air 
Ambulance and a Betchworth resident, who discussed the independent charity’s 
life saving work. Many thanks indeed are due to Myra and the committee, the 
talk raised £276.00 in a retiring collection which helps keep the rotors spinning 
Richard Worsley,Chairman, 224418 
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CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCO NTANTS 
Taxation and Accountancy services for:  

 
Call: 01737 228928 

Business Start Ups Limited 
Companies 

Individuals Partnerships 

Local Services 

 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 
TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

THE HAIR S TUDIO 
ON BROCKHAM GREEN 

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm 

Unisex sa lon 

Carefree hair for  

your ind ividua l needs 

Tel 01737 843533 

Foot Care Focus 
• Nail cutting & filing.  
• Reduction and removal              

of hard skin, verrucas                 
& corns. 

• Clinic treatment or                
home visits available.  

April Standish 

Tel: 07397 154000 



Parish Magazine                         Betchworth - July 2018 30 

 

Local Services 

S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

•  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

•  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

•  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

•  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

•  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  

 

 Chris 
  Long 
                    

 

 

 

• GRASSCUTTING 

• HEDGE CUTTING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCE 

• SHED & GARAGE 
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS 

 

TEL:  01737 844039 
MOB: 07887 505811 

Barking Beauties  
Dog Grooming 
 

Full grooming services 

Contact Nikki to book an 

appointment Tel : 07967 884661 

 WWW.BARKINGBEAUTIES.DOG 

2 More Place Cottages, Wonham 

Lane, Betchworth, RH3 7AD 
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HOLIDAY SEASON SECURITY 

Summer holidays are nearly here! Don’t give thieves an open invitation to help 
themselves as you head off on a break – and remember that posting your holiday 
pictures on social media commenting that you’re ‘having a great time in Barbados’ 
is a pretty clear message to anyone that you’re not home. No doubt you’ve heard 
many times it’s a good idea to ask a friend or neighbour to keep an eye, make sure 
your windows and doors are securely locked, and try not to let your post visibly 
gather around the letterbox. 
Along with these ‘usual’ recommendations, Surrey Police are encouraging the use of 
SelectaDNA which is a forensic marking product that has proven to be a clear 
deterrent to burglars. The SelectaDNA packs consist of a bottle of clear liquid which 
carries its very own unique synthetic DNA code which is only visible under 
ultraviolet light. The product can be used to mark valuable items of household 
property such as TVs, laptops, iPads, games consoles, musical instruments, tools, 
jewellery and antiques. It takes seconds to apply the liquid and it’s virtually 
impossible to remove. Marked property is then registered onto a secure police and 
insurance approved national database which proves ownership and allows recovered 
items to be traced back to the owner. By marking your property and displaying the 
orange window stickers warning that property is DNA marked, criminals will be 
deterred from targeting protected homes.  
And here’s the bonus, for Surrey residents, a discount of 50% with free P&P is 
available on SelectaDNA Home kits. Just visit www.selectadna.co.uk and use the 
discount code ‘DNASURREY50’ to order a kit for just £29.75. 
Enjoy your summer break, and stay secure! 
Marion Hallett 

Clerk, Betchworth Parish Council 

The Betchworth and Buckland Society 
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in 

Betchworth & Buckland 

Join us for our annual  

SUMMER BBQ    
Buckland Green on 

Sunday 1
st
 July at 4pm  

 

Booking essential as entrance by ticket only 
Members £10 (non-members £15) Children  5-12 half price 

 

To purchase tickets contact Fiona Brindley 841005 or 
betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com 

http://www.barkingbeauties.dog/


Parish Magazine                         Betchworth - July 2018 8 

 

Village Reports and Notices 

FARM DIARY JULY 2018 
The anticipation of our annual farm assurance inspection is looming, this is a 
massive exercise in paperwork examination. The tension as the inspector 
examines all sorts designs in record keeping is a fix of stress in its self. There 
will be some new rule that a clever person has pulled out a hat which is going to 
change the world, and we all have to skip in line behind it. Whatever happens I 
expect we will just have to record that we have done it, or not done it in some 
instances. Crop spraying is a good example of this. I have to record areas which 
have not been sprayed, it's to do with ditches and water courses, so I'm keeping 
records on work which has not been done. To the trained eye the crop will show 
if it has been sprayed with what ever you're not supposed to spray it with. 
I'm not against being examined, as it all adds up to producing top quality safe 
food, I just think they need to reopen their common sense department and put the 
rule book on a diet. To add to the travelling road show of examiners coming to 
Snowerhill is the crop sprayer test man. This is something I have come to really 
like and would encourage. He tests the sprayer on every part and gives peace of 
mind. Parts are changed there and then, advice is given and new technology 
used, above all it ensures the sprayer is safe and legal. 
The crop spraying season’s busiest time is coming to an end. The winter wheat 
had its last spray, which is to protect the ear from any disease and all that will be 
left to do is one fungicide on the Spring barley and to desiccate the oilseed rape 
ready for harvest. So the next thing in the field will be the combine. 
There's not much happening on the cow front, eating and sleeping is the main 
activity and trying to be popular is the Bull’s only concern. There's lots of grass 
although the cows do have a moan every now and then, so it can only be they 
want a change of scenery and be nosey over a different hedge. The herd of 
heifers at Strood green are a friendly bunch this year. Two of them show great 
interest in making sure they always come and say hello and get a rub every time 
we check them, then follow you to the gate when you leave, a great ice breaker 
for the nervous rambler. 
The grass harvest is about to start, this is all about conserving feed for winter, so 
baling, wrapping and storing correctly makes good quality silage. We will need 
more than ever this year as we have the most cows we have ever had to the bull, 
152 in total. Just before we cut any grass I like to finish any house keeping jobs, 
cleaning out the cattle yards, pressure washing and disinfecting, cleaning the 
grainstore and fumigating and finish the bulk of the crop spraying, this gives a 
straight run through silaging.  
The grain harvest is just round the corner (again!) it comes up so quickly, we do 
have some good looking crops this year and have entered in to the 'The Surrey 
Agricultural society's Growing Crops Competition' so that's another inspection, 
this time of our own doing, fingers crossed! 
Martin 
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THE BETCHWORTH TENNIS WEEKEND 

What is really important about this special event is the chance to make new 

friends and refresh faded acquaintanceships. This is a weekend for everyone in 

the village, not just players and their immediate supporters. 

SATURDAY JULY 21st 

10.00 am Knockout matches begin. 

1.00 pm Lunch - Woodstock Farm, Gadbrook Road RH3 7AH  

Sian and Ed Winter have generously offered to host the ploughman's lunch. It is 

"Pay as you eat", wet or fine, anytime after 1.00 pm. Competitors please come 

and bring your friends and supporters. There is no swimming pool, but there is a 

jacuzzi which children are welcome to use, supervised by parents. Ring Sian, on 

07768 244000 for directions. Everyone is welcome. 

7.00 pm.  BBQ - at Ravenleigh, Station Road. Many thanks to Charles and Julie 

Hardy for offering to once again host this lovely evening. 

All the usual fun and games, plenty to eat and drink and some good music for a 

bop or two. Pay as you eat and drink. Bring the family, young and old, and maybe 

a folding chair or two. Swimming only with parental supervision.  01737 843327. 

 

SUNDAY JULY 22nd 

2.30 pm. Tennis semi-finals and finals and tea at The Red House, Old 

Reigate Road.. 

Audience participation is essential at the semi-finals, so please come and join in 

to ooh and aah, cheer and even hiss - but only at the occasional poor line call or 

sleeping linesman, of course! 

Our hosts, Eiluned and Peter Slot, are again welcoming everyone to their 

perfectly-sited grassy mound, from which you may view, in agony or ecstasy, the 

semi-finals and final. Come early to secure the best chairs - or bring your own -

and keep fingers crossed for good weather. As usual, there will be a delicious 

English Garden Tea. 
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After the final, Chris Braidwood’s granddaughter, Annie, will present a posy to 

Susan Jarratt, who has kindly agreed to present the cup to the winners. Susan and 

her husband, the then Vicar of Betchworth,  had the inspired idea for this 

tournament 38 years ago. The cup was given 38 years ago in memory of the late 

General Goulburn. 

 

HOW IT ALL WORKS. 

SATURDAY JULY 21st, 10.00 am. 

The qualifying rounds will be played American-style with each pair playing every 

other pair in its group. If you have 6 couples in your group, play the best of 9 

games (ie the first couple to win 5 games). If you have 7 couples in your group, 

play the best of 7 games (ie the first couple to win 4 games). The overall group 

winners are the pair, who win the most matches in their group. The winners of 

each group go through to the semi-finals on SUNDAY JULY 22nd at 2.30pm. In 

the event of a draw, the possible winning couples should play one another again - 

again the best of seven games. 

SPECIAL RULE.   Please note that only two deuces are allowed in any game. In 

the event of a third deuce being called, the next (5th) point decides the game. 

TENNIS BALLS.     No need to bring your own!  Tennis balls will be provided at 

the court. Please put £ 1 in the tin to replace lost balls. Afterwards please gather 

the balls up and return them to Eiluned or Fiona Patterson-Knight. 

MOBILE PHONE. This can be useful for communication, but please try not to 

distract players in mid-point. 

ENTRY FEE. There is an entry fee of £ 5 per person. Please give your money to 

the first couple in each group on Court A. 

Couples 1, 2 and 3 should gather on Court A. 

Couples 4,5,6 and 7 should gather on Court B. 

HELP NEEDED.  

THE RING ROUND HELP – this is a small task to sort out the tea, linesmen, ball 

boys/girls etc. It involves one meeting of about an hour and a follow up meeting 

of about 45 minutes. 

On Sunday on the gate at The Red House and 9 small flower arrangements for the 
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TENNIS TOURNAMENT GROUPS 

Couples 1, 2, 3 and 4 should gather at Court A 
Couples 5, 6, and 7 should gather at Court B 
 
Group 1 
Court A - The Red House, Old Reigate Road - Eiluned Slot 
Court B - The Old House, The Street - John Stone 
1) Eiluned Slot and partner 
2) Karen and Bruce Knoefel 
3) Jeremy and Natalia Sykes 
4) Nial Paul and Annabel Brown 
5) John Stone and Naomi Makin 
6) Camilla Peterkin and Joe Cummings 
7) Rosie and Daniel Kerven 
 
Group 2 
Court A - Little Abbots, Snowerhill Road - Susie Redburn 
Court B - Woodstock Farm, Gadbrook Road - Sian Winter 
1) Susie Redburn and Jack Allsop 
2) Christopher Hardy and partner 
3) Andy Higgins and Alice Kennedy 
4) Diana Fitchett and Ross Bradley 
5) Sian Winter and George Bird 
6) Romina and Paul Rushton 
7) Luca Rushton and partner 
 
Group 3 
Court A - Little Santon Farm, Trumpets Hill - Sara Smart 
Court B - The Stables, Sandhills - Tracy Lynch 
1) Joan Bird and partner 
2) Edward and Natasha Sykes 
3) Joseph Kerven and Simone Kellard 
4) Suzanne Willis and David Arnold 
5) Tracy and Andrew Lynch 
6) Julie and Ali Hardy 
7) Ed and Hattie Knoefel 
 
Group 4 
Court A - Brettenham Barn, Gadbrook Road - Ros Rokison 
Court B - The Old Laundrie, Gadbrook Road - Kate Kerven 
1) Ros and Ken Rokison 
2) Sophie and Tarran Bassi 
3) Andrew Parker and partner 
4) Jane and Martin Ferret 
5) Chris and Ian Braidwood 
6) Marion Hallett and Richard Savill 
7) Kate and William Kerven 
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 Te le p h o n e  M o b : 0 7 9 5 0  9 6 1 6 0 6   
        D a y :   0 1 3 7 2  3 7 7 7 5 7  

R id e  o n  M o w e r s  
R o ta r y  M o w e r s  
C y l in d e r  M o w e r s  
C h a i n s a w s  
S tr im m e r s  
H e d g e  C u tte r s  
R o te v a to r s  
B lo w e r  v a c s  

Q u a lity  s e c o n d  h a n d  e q u ip m e n t  

 

MOT Testing 

Station 
 

 

Repairs & Servicing 

to all makes 
 

 

Reigate Road 
Buckland, 

Near Reigate 
 

01737 
242766 



Parish Magazine                         Betchworth - July 2018 24 

 

Local Reports and Notices 

MUSIC IN DORKING - JULY 2018 
3rd 10th 17th 24th 31st at 8.30 pm, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 
07415 815784 
7th at 12.00 & 7.30 pm, Vaughan Williams celebration at St Martin’s church, 01306 
884229 
7th at 7.30 pm, Leatherhead choral society at St John’s school chapel, Leatherhead, 
£14 
7th at 8.00 pm, Holmbury St Mary choral society at St James’ church, Abinger 
Common, £15, 01306 730382 
8th at 5.00 pm, Bookham choral society at Manor House School, Little Bookham, 
£12, 01372 375644 
14th at 6.00 pm, Vaughan Williams at Leith Hill Place, £23, 0344 249 1895 
26th at 6.30 pm, Glyndebourne screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50 
28th at 6.00 pm, Trio Martinu at Leith Hill Place, £25, 0344 249 1895 
28th at 7.00 pm, André Rieu concert screening at Dorking Halls, £18. 
29th at 3.00 pm, André Rieu concert screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50 
Dorking Halls Box Office: 01306 881717 

This year marks sixty years since the death of Ralph Vaughan Williams, one of 
this country’s greatest composers.  Vaughan Williams spent his childhood at 
Leith Hill Place and later lived in Dorking.  He was a major figure in the town’s 
musical life, being for many years in charge of the Leith Hill Musical Festival.  
St Martin’s church is celebrating Vaughan Williams, first with a recital by Dan 
Collins, countertenor with the well-known singing group The Sixteen.  This is at 
noon on 7th and will be free with a retiring collection.  In the evening at 7.30 
there will be a concert with the Martineau Singers and Dan Collins again, with 
tickets at £10.  Then on Sunday 8th the celebration will conclude with a special 
choral evensong at 6.00. 

There is also a Vaughan Williams event at Leith Hill Place, the composer’s home 
on the slopes of Leith Hill and now cared for by the National Trust.  Writer and 
broadcaster Andrew Green, with poet and musician Rosie Green, will present 
poetry and prose set to music by Vaughan Williams.  The ticket price includes a 
cold buffet.  The Trio Martinu will also be appearing at Leith Hill Place.  The 
group, consisting of violin, cello and piano, will be performing music by Haydn, 
Brahms and Schubert. 

Some of our nearby choral societies are holding their summer concerts in July.  
Leatherhead choral society celebrates 90 years with a concert featuring Haydn’s 
Nelson Mass and Handel’s Zadok the Priest.  Bookham choral society sings 
American music and songs.  Holmbury St Mary has a concert featuring uplifting 
mediaeval music, together with folksongs and love songs for choir and harp. 

The Dorking Halls has a screening from Glyndebourne – a staging of Handel’s 
dramatic oratorio Saul.  After David has defeated the giant Goliath, the jealous 
King Saul turns against him, unleashing a trail of violent destructive passions.  
André Rieu’s annual summer concert, with his famous Johann Strauss Orchestra, 
is broadcast live and also in a recording the following day. 

Watermill Jazz meets every Tuesday evening as usual, with some great names 
from the jazz world – full details will be on the website. 

Ian Codd 
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NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL ALLOTMENT 
PROJECT 

Having experienced a successful 2017 season at the allotment, 
it was hoped that the children could grow plants from seed in 
an area near their classrooms. Little did they know the 
challenges that the miserable winter would present. Lack of 
germination of some seeds, plants pinched by hungry birds 
and long spells of extreme cold….winter took its toll, but the 
students still managed to start the plant growing process. 

As the allotment was uncovered and land preparation in hand, 
the children brought the ‘survival of the fittest’ to plant. Our 
aim in 2018 is to expand the range of crops they would 
choose to plant and grow. There they were with rocket, broccoli, potatoes and 
kale ready to start the season. Added to the type of plants we had last year, we 
were off to a good start. Extremes of hot and cold weather have kept us busy, 
either running with the watering cans or doing battle with the ‘March of the 
Slugs’. Now it is time to watch it all grow and continue to fight the weeds. 
Hopefully we will have some good crops to enable us to take part in the 
Brockham Green Horticultural Society’s Autumn Show on September 22nd. We 
also have market days at school to sell our produce and show 
people what the children have accomplished. 

We are currently applying for the Gold Award, which is part 
of the Surrey Healthy School Programme. It involves a case 
study which highlights our priorities, outcomes, milestones 
and achievements related to the allotment and the effects it 
has on increasing knowledge and understanding of the 
students healthy eating.  

Mary Rode, a member of the Brockham Green Horticultural Society has been 
working closely with North Downs Primary School, advising the children with 
their Allotment Project over the past year. 

BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB  

Thursday 19th July 7.30pm 

AGM and Japanese ‘Imposed’ Evening 

Ann meadows will be challenging us all to produce a 
Japanese inspired flower arrangement with unseen 
material, all provided for £8.00.  

Only a pair of scissors needed. 

New members and visitors always welcome.  

Brockham Recreation Ground Pavilion,  

Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT 
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Friends of St Mary’s, Buckland 

BUCKLAND VILLAGE GARDENS OPEN DAY  

SUNDAY 22nd JULY 2018, 1PM TO 5PM 

Thanks to a number of generous volunteers, NINE private gardens have offered 

to open their gardens to the public on 22nd July 2018, from 1 pm to 5 pm. It 

promises to be a great day for anyone who likes to get inspiration from visiting 

gardens. 

You may visit the gardens in any order you wish. At the first garden you visit, 

you will be given information on all the gardens, a map of how to find them, and 

a sticker to give you free entry to all the other gardens. The ticket price of £5 is 

great value, with children under 16 being free-of-charge. The gardens open are 

listed below: 

1 “The Towered Barn”, The Green, Buckland  - John & Ann Bloomfiield 

2 “The Old School”, The Green, Buckland - Wendy & John Lane 

3 “Buckland Court Cottage” (enter via drive near church) - Joan Searle 

4 “Yewdells & Windmill”, Dungates Lane - Duncan & Bridget Ferns 

5 “Rana”, Old Road - Tilly & John Mitchell (visit our PLANT SALE here) 

6 “Tarrants Hill”, Old Road - Valerie & John Maud 

7 “Glebe House”, Rectory Lane - Roger Daniell & Family 

8 2 Kemps Farm Cottage & ’Dig for Victory’ garden, Rectory Lane - Ali Eagle 

9 “Cliftons Cottage”, Cliftons Lane - Jean & Trevor Cooke 

Gardens 1-5 are around the village centre, and gardens 6-9 are either a brisk walk 

or a few minutes away by bike or car. Refreshments will be provided in the 

Reading Room, provided by the PCC.  If you are able to donate a home-made 

cake, please contact Jean Cooke on 01737 245161. All funds raised will help to 

maintain the church building and grounds in good condition for the community. 

We look forward to welcoming you! 

Duncan Ferns 
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DORKING MUSEUM IN JULY  

Our summer exhibition, ‘Dorking 1918’, 
tells how the end of the Great War was 
received and celebrated, how the dead 
were commemorated, and the long-term 
impact of the war on the community. A 
digital roll-call includes 1000 local 
casualties while biography panels include 
Lance Corporal Charles Robertson, who 
was awarded the Victoria Cross and 
cheered by thousands as he proceeded 
through Dorking in a horse-drawn carriage to be presented with a gold watch by 
the council.  

Gallery Talk, Thursday 12th July:  Kathy Atherton, author of “Dorking in the 
Great War”, will be talking about Dorking in 1918 at Dorking Museum, 7pm, 
doors open 6.30, entry £5 on the door, includes a glass of Prosecco. 

Family Activities – This summer be a Museum Explorer!  Every two weeks 
during the summer holidays there will be a new trail or quiz to test your abilities, 
along with a fun craft to make and take home.  From 28th July for families of all 
ages, free with Museum entry. 

Walks and tours:  Our guided walks and tours are open for group bookings by 
appointment or Open Days for individual bookings.  Please see website for 
details and advance booking. In July: 

7th July, Town Centre Heritage Walk, 3.30pm from the Museum; 

7th July, Town Centre Pub Walk, 6pm from outside Halifax, High Street; 

15th July, The Deepdene Trail, 2pm from Trail entrance; 

28th July, South Street Caves Tours, 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm, from Caves 
entrance.  

Volunteer opportunities: There are current vacancies for people with 
organisational abilities to help manage our team of Visitor Assistants or arrange 
events, school visits or care home visits.  If interested, please contact 
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk to speak to someone about the role and what is 
involved. 

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk, phone 
01306 876591. 

mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 

Welcome to a new monthly contribution to the Parish magazine giving you an 
update on how Brockham Bowls Club are faring in their matches. 

In May we have had a very encouraging start to the new season with numerous 
members playing their part in our success. We have played 2 matches in the 
Friendship League where we are the current champions. There was a resounding 
victory over Lower Kingswood where we gained maximum points and a rather 
disappointing loss to Reigate Priory. Although we drew the match we tasted 
defeat due to shots conceded and they got the bonus points. 

In our Friendly games we had strong wins over Dorking, Crawley Town, 
Southgate Park and Castle Green. Sadly we had a couple of losses, both away 
games, at Ewhurst and Carshalton Beeches. You can’t win them all, but overall 
we have been very happy with our performances. So why not join in and have a 
go at this relaxing and enjoyable sport. The club is situated in a unique position 
by the River Mole between Brockham Green and Nutwood Avenue. The club 
plays matches weekends and during the week against other local clubs in 
addition to internal competitions. We have various social events also running 
throughout the year. There are club nights on Thursdays when members practice 
their skills and enjoy a drink in our cosy clubhouse or on the veranda. Bowls is a 
fun game for all ages, gender and ability so why not meet club members on a 
Tuesday night, when a short team game is played, or come along to the Thursday 
evening club night. There will be no obligation to join. 

For more information see our website www.brockhambowlsclub.co.uk or contact 
our Club Captain Ian on 01737 843219 

PONDERISMS 

 Can you cry under water? 
 
 If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still a hearing? 
 
 Why  do people say they “slept like a baby” when babies wake up  bawling 
 every two hours? 
 
 What disease did cured ham actually have? 
 
 I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I read that most people die of 
 natural causes. 
 
 Why is “bra” singular and “panties” plural? 
 
 Why are you IN a movie, but ON TV? 
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BETCHWORTH, BROCKHAM AND BUCKLAND (THE 3B’S) 

Commemorations and Remembering The 100th Anniversary of the end of 
The First World War - 1914 - 1919 

The 28th June 2019 marks the 100th Anniversary of the much-awaited final 
“Treaty of Versailles”. The 3B’s are going to jointly commemorate this historical 
event in the history of our Villages.  

The Betchworth Village Archives Team led by Jane le Cluse and Karen Wilson 
will be collating the Betchworth Village contributions and we will be able to 
exhibit the great work undertaken by James Day on the Village of Buckland. 

Tony Hines will be arranging the Brockham contribution following up on the 
great work, previously undertaken by Derek Holgate, with contributions from the 
Dorking Museum on those named on the Memorial in the Churchyard. In 
addition, Tony has been researching the lives and families of the 170 other 
service men who ‘survived’ The Great War who either lived in or had strong 
family connections to Brockham. 

The 3B’s Exhibition will be held in Brockham Village Hall over the weekend 
incorporating Remembrance Sunday on the 10th and 11th November 2019.  

Would you like to become involved? There are so many avenues and links to 
pursue that we can accommodate any additional volunteers who would like to 
spend a few hours or days researching what we don’t yet know and discover the 
unknown unknowns. 

Please contact Tony Hines if you would like to be involved and if you have 
Brockham, Betchworth or Buckland connections to WW1 on 01737 842974 or 
07778 474855 or ntlcthines@aol.com or the Betchworth Village Archives Team 
on betchworthvillagearchives@gmail.com 

THE FISH VAN 
 

Since Ian took over the fresh fish van route from Kevin, there have been quite a 
few changes to his itinerary. He visits us on Wednesday, normally every week 
other than in weeks where there is a Monday Bank Holiday. His stops are as 
follows: 
 
Buckland (near the hairdresser): 11.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 
Church  St., Betchworth  11.30 a.m. to 11.40 a.m. 
Strood Green (outside the shop) 11.45 a.m. to 12.15 a.m. 
Brockham (outside NISA)  12.15 a.m. to 12.45 a.m. 
 

http://www.brockhambowlsclub.co.uk
mailto:ntlcthines@aol.com
mailto:betchworthvillagearchives@gmail.com
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THE SHOP AT STROOD GREEN 

Reminder of revised opening hours 

Mon - Wed    7.00am - 6.00 pm  
Thurs - Fri  7.00 am - 7.00 pm 
Saturday  7.00 am - 3.00 pm 
Sundays (and B/H) 8.30 am - 12.30 pm 

Victorian fair weekend  
We will one again be running our popular “sell-out” successful Pimm’s tent on 
Brockham Green during the festivities on the Saturday (14th July).  Do come and 
say hello and help us to sell out again! Just £3 per glass.  

Baked goods for your picnic and BBQ 
We will be happy to bake and reserve bread, rolls, and baguettes for you. If it is a 
large number, we will need to know on the Monday before, so that we can order 
enough in. Please speak to any member of staff, who will be happy to take your 
order. 

Duke of Edinburgh volunteering opportunities 
We currently have vacancies, if your teenager still needs to sort out their 
Volunteering section, they or you can email us (FAO Liz) and we can let you 
know our availability. After school is best for an hour, and we can accommodate 
3 or 6 months.  

Air conditioning  
We are really pleased with our new air conditioning, in the shop and Café, great 
to escape from the heat and humidity if you fancy a cuppa on a hot day. You can 
notice a difference when you walk in. 

We only use the delicious ‘Coffee Real’ coffee for our Barista machine, which is 
a high quality, locally roasted and truly Fairtrade.  

New products 
‘The Little Herb Farm’ Satay dip, and Roasted red pepper houmous. ‘Bibijis’ 
Bhuna curry sauce, contains whole chillies, which you can take out before 
cooking, or leave in… the choice is yours! Look above the bacon.                                                                  
‘Glenilen Farm’ yogurts and cheesecakes. No nasty ingredients in any of these 
new things! 

And finally, at the time of writing, we have some lovely necklaces and earrings 
for sale on the Café window ledge during the month of June….maybe longer. 
They are all individually hand made from porcelain, and coloured. Hopefully, 
you will get this magazine in enough time to pop in and see. 

From Christine, Sam and all the Staff  
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The knitted squares which made up the knitted Christmas tree in St Michaels this 
year were sewn together to make blankets, by some lovely ladies who live in 
Rye, and sent off to Syria. 
 
In a world where there is so much luxury amid so much suffering, those of us who 
have, need to share with those who don't. There is so much suffering, and the 
needs are so great, yet every one of us can do something to make a difference.  

www.samarasaidappeal.org 
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St Michael's Betchworth Flower Festival  
26 to 28 May 2018  

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOwEVbtILtA8xiBBQkwCDXZFeWpvXv8na-OEMEzKS5wZqTa93qsy2QQHLl3F1obnQ?key=LVJvVVRBNkNOcDNtQThUbUFxQVQ5TmY4OW05aWdR
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOwEVbtILtA8xiBBQkwCDXZFeWpvXv8na-OEMEzKS5wZqTa93qsy2QQHLl3F1obnQ?key=LVJvVVRBNkNOcDNtQThUbUFxQVQ5TmY4OW05aWdR
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