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Parish Letter - May 2019 

Dear Friends 

Last month we continued our journey through Lent into Holy 
Week, Good Friday and finally to Easter Day where we celebrated 
the glorious truth that Jesus rose from the dead. We once again 
heard those words ring out ‘The Lord is risen!’. Death could not 
hold him. When Jesus began his ministry in Galilee, he declared 
that: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news’ Luke 4:18 

The resurrection meant that Jesus was no longer in the place where people expected to 
find him, he was no longer in the cold dark tomb wrapped in linen cloth. He had 
moved on and a whole new way of understanding was about to be revealed to the 
disciples.  

As some of you may know, in March I was fortunate to visit the Holy Land with my 
fellow curates led by Bishop Christopher. As a priest, it was a trip of a lifetime; as I 
experienced the hustle and bustle of the city of Jerusalem, the tranquillity of Galilee, as 
well as visiting the places of biblical importance such as the Garden of Gethsemane, 
the Mount of Olives, the pool of Bethesda, Nazareth, Bethlehem, not to mention the 
Holy Sepulchre. As we queued for nearly 2 hours to touch the tomb where Jesus lay, I 
was surprised at how annoyed I felt because it seemed to be presented as a tourist 
attraction, rather than a place of holy importance. As we finally reached the end of the 
queue, we were ushered into the tomb four at a time and as soon as we knelt someone 
shouted, “ten seconds, come on, ten seconds!” thus killing the moment entirely! As the 
week progressed, any significant sites such as the Basilica of the Nativity, were met 
with crowds and overwhelming ornate orthodox decoration.  

I spoke with Fr Richard, Dean of St George’s College about my misgivings, and like 
the disciples after the resurrection his reply gave me a new understanding. He 
explained that Pilgrims journey to Jerusalem naturally wanting and expecting to see 
exactly what Jesus saw, to experience Jerusalem and the very places where he visited, 
in the context that Jesus experienced them. However, he explained, by doing so they 
are keeping Jesus in the tomb, stopping the Christian faith at the time of Jesus. It 
would therefore totally disregard the history of Christianity and how the faith survived 
despite the several attempts by rulers to eradicate it. I too wanted to experience and see 
what Jesus saw, and I did; through the Stations of the Cross and seeing the ruins of the 
house where Peter lived. But now, what struck me most of all was the history that has 
taken place since and how our faith, like most things, has kept moving in order to 
survive and remain relevant to our lives.   I found it particularly amusing when our 
tour guide pointed out a small arch built in the 2nd century CE during the time of 
Emperor Hadrian who came to eradicate Christianity, now forms part of the church 
Ecce Homo! 

As the time approaches for me to be licensed to the parishes of St Mary and St 
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Michael, I will hold on to my experiences in the Holy Land. Appreciating and 

respecting the journey that both churches have made, acknowledging what is 

important to the communities that the churches serve. I hope that together we can 

celebrate the resurrection of Christ and look to the future, building on the foundations 

of the past in order to keep moving forward, whilst keeping the church and the 

Christian faith relevant, proclaiming the good news, and remaining the beating heart 

of the community.  

It is an honour and a privilege to be your new Rector. I look forward to meeting you 
and hearing your thoughts and aspirations for St Mary’s and St Michael’s, as we start 
our journey together and begin a new chapter for Betchworth and Buckland!  

In the meantime, take care & God Bless 

Anna  

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Funerals 

We extend sympathies to the family of: 

Roy Alexander Forsyth (correction to the April magazine) who died on 10th 
February 2019 aged 92 of Priors Lees, Old Road Buckland and whose Memorial 
Service took place at St Mary’s on Thursday 7th March. 

Memorial Service  

5th April, Mary Goodman at St. Mary’s Buckland. 

CHURCH COLLECTIONS  

Not Gift Aided   £159.83    

Gift Aided    £588.00 

Sundries    £102.17 

TOTAL    £850.00 

CHURCHYARD TIDY UP 

Yes, just when you thought life couldn’t get any better ….Saturday May 18th, 09.00 – 
12.30. The usual jobs – tree pruning, grass edging, gutters, drains (a particular favourite of 
mine!) Basically, bring what tools you can and the reward will be a delicious cake with tea or 
coffee. Look forward to seeing you there. 

Graham 07906 624085 
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www.viviencresswell.co.uk www.viviencresswell.co.uk 

Richard Mason, NCH Arb 
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 

and Arboriculturist                       
Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3  7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 

www.viviencresswell.co.uk 
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ANNA'S LICENSING – 10th APRIL 2019 
 
This has been a long time coming - and what a joyous occasion it was in St 
Michael’s with a very full church. Hours of preparation, and scratching of heads 
making sure that every eventuality had been duly thought through, culminated in a 
happy and rewarding service. Microphone problems were successfully bypassed 
(just in time), and Bishop Jonathan was clearly enjoying the occasion with the 
choir excelling itself with its descants reaching new highs. Anna was formally 
welcomed by the churchwardens and a number of local dignitaries in the presence 
of many friends, family, clergy, members of St Marks (Reigate) and parishioners 
of Buckland and Betchworth.  

 
In church the installation of a new Rector was 
greeted with loud applause whilst outside her 
arrival was signalled by Anna determinedly 
ringing one of the bells. (The first of many new 
skills she will need to acquire for her Ministry in 
Betchworth and Buckland). The Service 
concluded with a rousing recessional hymn 
followed by welcome refreshments, provided by 
many people from both the parishes. The 
Wardens wish to express their gratitude to all 
who took part in the preparations and in the 
Service itself, which provided such a warm 
welcome to Anna and her family. 

 
Underpinning the proceedings was the close and successful liaison forged during 
the interregnum between the Buckland Wardens Liz Vahey and David Sayce, and 
the Betchworth Wardens Linda Slater and Bernard Hawkins and previously Hilary 
Ely.  We have met regularly and seemed, happily to have complimentary skills to 
navigate our way to this Licensing Service.  It has been remarkably good to work 
together in this way, and we hope to continue the close relationship which we 
have fostered for the benefit of both parishes. 
 
And so, to the future and the many challenges which Anna will address in the 
coming years.  We have promised to support her in her work - and we will - and 
we look forward to her integration into our village and parish life for which she 
will become a key player.  We know she will take a bit of time to take stock and 
understand our ways, but then we shall look for ways in which we can all move 
forward together. We have high hopes for this and wish Anna the utmost good 
fortune in her Ministry here. 
 
Linda and Bernard - Churchwardens 
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Date St. Michael’s Betchworth St. Mary’s Buckland 

 

5th May 
3rd Sunday  of 
Easter 

 
11 am Parish Communion** 

9.30 am Parish  
Communion  

12
th

  May 
 
4th Sunday of 
Easter   
 

8 am Holy Communion 
 
11 am Matins for Christian 
Aid Week ** 

 
9.30 am Parish Communion 
(Iona) 
 
 

19th May 
 
5th Sunday of 
Easter   

 
10.30 am  Family Service ** 
 
5 pm  Choral Evensong 

8 am Holy Communion 
 
 
 

26th May 
 
6th Sunday of 
Easter   
(Rogation) 

8 am Holy Communion  

 
 
11 am Parish Communion** 

9.30 am  Parish  
Communion 

Thursday  
30th May  
Ascension Day 

  
8 pm Ascension Day     
Service 

 

2nd June 
7th Sunday of 
Easter   

 
 
11 am Parish Communion** 

9.30am Parish  
Communion  

9th June 
Pentecost 

8 am Holy Communion 
 
11 am Matins ** 

 
9.30 am Parish Communion 
(Iona) 

*     In the Hamilton Room 
**   Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are 

just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together 

MAY SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S  AND  ST MARY’S 
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Date Chancel Nave Aisles 

3rd May. Lynn Scotcher 

 
Gaye Wickens 
Eiluned Slot 

 
Barbara Pruszynska 
Sarah Chalker 

10th May. Geri Hollingworth 

 
Jane Ferrett 
Anne Forrest 

  

17th May. Julie Hardy 

 
Gaye Wickens 
Eiluned Slot 

 
Sarah Chalker 
Diana North 

24th May. Jane Ferrett 

 
Lynn Scotcher 
Diana Fitchett 

  

31st May Pam Armitage 

 
Julie Hardy 
Barbara Pruszynska 

 
Bridget Ridley 
Diana Fitchett 

7th June Diana North 

 
Heather Hutton 
Charmain Stow 

  

CLEANING ROTA – May 2019 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK – BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND 

Last year,  volunteer collectors from Betchworth and Buckland, raised almost 
£2,000 to support the storm ravaged homes in Haiti, ensuring that, along with 
others, we could re-settle hundreds of displaced people in new disaster proof 
housing. 

This year, we will again be collecting between the 12
th

 and 18
th

 May to support 
the young women in Sierra Leone who need medical, community help and 
guidance through unsupported early years as young parents. We also have an 
opportunity to further support the victims of Cyclone Idai which has left a trail of 
destruction in Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe. Please help and support our 
collectors and give where possible through the envelopes seen in church. 

To further benefit Christian Aid week, we hope to hold another successful ‘Big 
Breakfast’ in the Reading Room, Buckland. Please look out for times and dates 
on church website and posters. 

All contributions reach our cause and we can make a difference.  

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved-locally 

Tom Briscombe 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved-locally
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MOTHERING SUNDAY 

This year we had Hedley Kay play and sing his own song, ‘Mother Mary’, to us at 
our Mothering Sunday service.  

Hedley was asked several years ago by his then vicar in Leatherhead if he could 
sing a song about Mary at the Family Service. After hunting through the hymn 
books he decided to write his own which has a beautiful melody and talks of this 
“no ordinary, mother Mary”.  

His then vicar was David Eaton who was leading our special Family Service on 
March 31st and who told us why not Mother’s Day. The difference is historical 
because in England mid way through Lent workers or apprentices were allowed 
home to see their Mums and they’d traditionally pick flowers to give their mothers. 
Mothers cooked a special dinner for their families and the children were nurtured 
by this mothering.  

Mother’s Day is a different tradition from the USA held on a different day in the 
year.  

We talk about Mother Church, it being our Diocesan Cathedral and St Julian of 
Norwich talked in the 13th century of our Mother God as well as Father God.  

Back in Betchworth posies of garden flowers were given out 
to all the mothers by their children at the service and then to 
grannies, aunties, god mothers, and eventually to all the 
female congregation members.  

Ginny Eaton 

BETCHWORTH: NEXT ORGAN RECITAL Sunday 23rd June at 4pm 

The next Organ Recital will be by Anne Page (International 
Concert Organist), who is known in the UK and abroad as a 
musician who combines virtuosity with versatility. Born and 
educated in Perth, Australia, the music of Bach first awakened 
her interest in the organ.   

Her London debut at the Royal Festival Hall in 1988 playing 
20th century masterpieces marked a commitment to 
contemporary music which led to commissions and premieres of 
new works. Based in Cambridge, she directed the Cambridge 
Summer Recitals for eight years, presenting many world and UK 
first performances.  

During 2011-2012 she performed the complete organ works of Bach in 
Cambridge.  

Melvin Hughes, 07885 475 932  
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 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCK-
HAM 

TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

Myra V. Baston 
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST 

 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

Craniosacral Therapist 
 

15a Dene Street, Dorking  RH4 2DB 
Tel:  01306 889680 

THE HAIR S TUDIO 
ON BROCKHAM GREEN 

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm 

Unisex sa lon 

Carefree hair for  

your ind ividua l needs 

Tel 01737 843533 

 

Josh Flynn 
Gardening Maintenance 

 

Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery 
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control 

 
Tel:  01737 202179 
Mob: 07920 715779 

 



Parish Magazine                         Betchworth -  May 2019 30 

 

Local Services 

S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

•  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

•  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

•  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

•  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

•  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  

 

 Chris 
  Long 
                    

 

 

 

• GRASSCUTTING 

• HEDGE CUTTING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCE 

• SHED & GARAGE 
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS 

 

TEL:  01737 844039 
MOB: 07887 505811 
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NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

North Downs Primary School has for some years been able to utilise its village locations at 
Brockham, Betchworth and Leigh to offer opportunities to undertake ‘Learning Outside the 
Classroom’ to its 425 pupils. A dedicated teacher, Mrs Rona Ottway, has established this as a 
key part of the school and some pupils have been Outdoor Explorers, who were awarded the 
Duke of Cornwall’s Home Award in January, and whose work has also been exhibited at RHS 
Wisley.  

The school has now been awarded the national Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC) 
Bronze Award. Until now, learning has been undertaken through ‘hands on’ horticultural work 
at an allotment in Brockham Village and Forest Schools activities in an area of woodland 
owned by the Poland Trust between Betchworth and Brockham. Pupils learn how to grow 
plants and vegetables from seed, before transplanting for final growth. This has been very 
popular with the pupils. Nearby, at the Brockham site, another outdoor classroom used all year 
round, is an area of grass, adjacent to a field where sheep are sheared in the spring. This 
naturally shows how agriculture works through the seasons.   

Recently, Jane Douglass, who has been Head Teacher at the school for four years, and Mrs 
Ottaway had the inspired idea to run a competition within the school for the design of a sensory 
garden. This would have a water feature and a bug hotel and show the pupils the sight, sound, 
touch, taste and smell of the natural world within the school grounds.   

The final plans have been decided and Mrs Douglass is currently seeking grants and donations 
to allow work to begin.  

This is an excellent project and anyone able to help should make contact with Mrs Douglass on 
01737 843384 or head@northdowns.surrey.sch.uk 

Richard Worsley 

THE BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY 

The Betchworth and Buckland 2018 AGM will be held in the Buckland Reading Room, Old 
Road, on Monday 20th May 2019 at 8pm. After the formalities there will be a short break for 
refreshments and Graham Humphries FRSA will talk about Community. Graham will talk 
about the vital work of Love Works, www.loveworks.org, a Reigate Charity which helps 
people in need such as isolated elderly people, and long term unemployed through food banks 
and night shelter support.   

The event will be free to members but a returning collection will be made for Love Works.  

We hope to see as many members as possible; please advise Jackie Ellison on  01737 842330 
or at betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com if you intend to join us, so that we have 
approximate numbers for catering.  

Many thanks 

Richard Worsley, Chairman  

01737 224418 

mailto:head@northdowns.surrey.sch.uk
http://www.loveworks.org/
mailto:bucklandsociety@gmail.com
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FARM DIARY MAY  

If I mention 'rain' is that tempting fate? Here in mid April its dry, I mean from a farming 
point of view looking at the soil, glancing at the crops, wondering how the summer is 
going to turn out. We have just about made it through winter cattle feed wise, so now, 
on the back of a very dry Summer, Autumn and I think Winter, it may be a challenge 
managing the cattle grazing and baling as much grass as we can for  next winter. 

One job stood out and made me think. We went muck spreading in February on the 
clay ground which is unheard of. February to me is a Winter month, wet and cold, it 
may have still been cold but it was very dry. We got away with muck spreading without 
making any ruts or even any mud in the road, and since then we have had very little 
rain. The spring crop of barley, which has been sown, is also desperate for rain. Cracks 
are appearing in some of the heavier soils, which only lets even more moisture from 
deep down evaporate. For soil structure it's very good to get deep cracking, but in April! 

Fertiliser is going on well, again no rutting of the fields. After doing soil sampling of all 
arable fields, a fertiliser program is worked out. Years ago farms were just blanket 
spreading to crop requirements and not soil requirements, and it didn't take long after 
fertiliser prices went up that soil sampling became popular. Overdosing was common, 
and it became clear not all fields needed the amounts applied and in a lot of cases none 
at all, and still don't. We test every three years, and adjust accordingly. There are other 
practices we do to try to lower the fertiliser bill. Chopping in straw from the previous 
crop, incorporating Thames Water 'Digested Cake' (we all helped with that one!) and 
turnips with sheep grazing in the winter (this is common now round these parts!) all 
these help with phosphate. We also require potash, which can only be bought in as 
bagged fertiliser. It's a natural product straight out the ground, and I believe they are 
going to open a new potash mine somewhere in Yorkshire very soon, which may help 
prices! 

Calving has slowed down, and thoughts turn to turn out. This involves fencing all fields 
before any cows are let out. Cows have fly protection and a mineral pill down the 
throat, this should last 5 to 6 months, and then they get another when they’re housed for 
the winter. Cows are matched with calves and shown the gate, it's a bit of an ‘off the 
seat of your pants' moment, as calves need to learn what a fence is and, at Church Farm, 
they need to know what a river is! 

Cows are split, depending on what sex the calf is, bull calves are kept away from heifer 
calves so putting them in herds by sex now is a lot easier that in mid summer. 

We are having some lime spread on some grassland to improve the ph. It can look a bit 
hit and miss. but in actual fact is quite accurate. It is basically crushed chalk, which is 
completely safe, it just creates lots of dust and looks very dramatic behind the tractor. 

Martin 
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For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC –  COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL 
 

 

 

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating 
 

Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting 
 

Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work 
 

 

 

For Free Advice and Estimates call: 
 

01737 843844  or  07850 563091 

For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC –  COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL 
 

 

 

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating 
 

Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting 
 

Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work 
 

 

 

For Free Advice and Estimates call: 
 

01737 843844  or  07850 563091 
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CANCER TREATMENT NOT TO BE FEARED  

How cancer treatment has changed since my mother and sister had it in 1973 and 1990. In 
October 2017 I was told that I had prostate cancer and that the treatment would be 
chemotherapy followed by radiotherapy.  I know of a number of people with prostate cancer 
and their treatments have all been totally different.  

For me chemotherapy commenced in January.  The cost saving of no hair cuts and the only 
drink being water for a year more than paid for the annual car park season ticket at The Royal 
Marsden, Sutton!  Radiotherapy finished in September.  I got used to the radiographers 
greeting me some mornings with “how is your bladder this morning”!  Hormone treatment 
continues for another 2 years after which time hopefully there is no cancer to awaken and I will 
be cured.  

I have to say that I hardly knew I was ill and the treatments did not cause me much 
discomfort.  Maybe I was lucky, but with Madeline’s help, referring to everything as ‘we’; 
along with the excellent NHS medical profession; the many prayers from the Parishes, family 
and friends; the Sacrament of the Sick and my 1976 Lourdes Water, I ended 2018 on a high 
note.  THANK YOU to everyone and we had nothing to fear other than the inconvenience of 
it all.  Please call us if we can help anyone in a similar situation.  

Paul Rietchel  01737 843782 

Now we are in the midst of one of the busiest terms of the school 
year. With, hopefully, better weather the children will be able to 
go outside and enjoy the many sporting opportunities available.  

At North Downs we are very focused on encouraging children to 
get out and about and we have an ethos that values and 
rewards sporting skills and interest. Our children don’t 
necessarily have to excel at sport but we do expect them to 
take part. Sport has been high on our agenda recently and we are celebrating successes 
in a variety of sports. In addition, all of the junior pupils enjoyed a whole day’s 
swimming gala in our school pool, competing within their Houses:  Hever, Bodiam, 
Windsor and Arundel.  

We also have many trips and visits planned including Hampton Court, Bignor Roman 
Villa and with our Year 6 preparing for their residential trip towards the end of the 
term … an exciting time for all. Also, this term the school choir will be singing in the 
annual Dorking School Music Festival at Dorking Halls and Year 6 are involved in 
bicycle training. Finally, the whole school will be Maypole Dancing on Brockham 
village green on the afternoon of Thursday 23rd May. This is always a busy term but is 
one with many activities for all the children, staff and parents to enjoy, hopefully in the 
sunshine! 

Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village, Leigh Village 

Be the best you can be,  
every day 
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PEBBLECOMBE W.I. 

Pebblecombe celebrates its fiftieth anniversary this year and was honoured with a 
special certificate from the National Federation, presented at the recent SFWI 
annual council meeting at Dorking Halls.    

A wonderful array of colourful hats, handbags, scarves and bags of many sizes in 
complex designs all from Madagascar and all made of raffia greeted members at 
our April meeting. Jane Muddle from Maddajazz described her travels in 
Madagascar, a huge island in the Indian Ocean, once part of mainland SE Africa, 
Mozambique, and famous for its iconic wildlife of lemurs and chameleons. Huge 
butterflies and many types of orchids and strange animals flourish. Rice the, 
staple diet, is grown in the wet north of the island and the terrain varies from 
dense forest to red sandy plains and miles of limestone pinnacles in the south. The 
raffia comes from a special palm tree, is dyed with natural colours and 
handwoven into very fine cloth which is flexible and light. Local people learn 
craft skills at an early age; after eleven education has to be paid for, almost 
impossible on an income roughly equivalent to nine pence a day. 

Pam Patch    

SAVE THE DATE – SUNDAY 9th JUNE 2019 

 

Pebblecombe WI will be holding their popular Teas on 
the Green on Sunday 9th June between 2.00-5.00 pm on 
Goulburn Green. 

This year we will be holding a Children’s Fancy Dress 
competition with the theme of nursery rhymes.  Parade 
at 3.00 pm followed by judging.  Prizes for winners!! 

Please come along and support the event and the teas. 
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www.rsande.co.uk 

Would You Like to 
ADVERTISE HERE? 

 

Then please contact  
The Advertising Team 

 
Email:  bandbmagads@gmail.com 

 

These advertisements appear each month in 
850 copies of the Buckland and Betchworth 
Parish Magazines  which are distributed to 
every home in both parishes. 
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2019 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING REVIEW 

Betchworth Parish Council were delighted to welcome 34 members of its 
community, clubs and societies for its Annual Parish meeting at Betchworth 
Village Hall on 26th March 2019.  Delicious refreshments and canapes were very 
generously provided by John and Jeanette Foreman and gratefully received by 
many before the room took to their seats. A brief address, followed by a Q&A 
Session from Sergeant Andy Adams, was well received and highlighted ongoing 
problems with speeding. Nigel Arch, the Chairman of The Dorking Museum 
followed with a charismatic address, based upon how his career journey led him to 
his role at Dorking. Reports were then delivered by Betchworth’s clubs and 
societies, before a closing address delivered by County Councillor Helyn 
Clack.  The Parish Council wishes to thank all who contributed to the evening and 
for comments received following the event.  If you have any ideas or would like to 
suggest any changes to the format for next year, please let your Clerk know 
at clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk. 

40th BETCHWORTH VILLAGE TENNIS TOURNAMENT JULY 21ST /22nd 
2019 

Alert ALL Tennis Players. 

Do not miss this special weekend celebrating the 40th Betchworth Village Tennis 
Tournament. 

We'd love a big entry and hope that "retired" players and those who have moved 
away will join in. Anyone from 12 years old upwards who can serve, score and 
find a partner, if possible from the village.   

Previous winning couples will be able to enter with their same partner. 

This is a mixed doubles tournament, so find your partner and send your entry to 

EIUNED SLOT  01737 842010 or by email to meslot@aol.com by JUNE! 

The first round of the tournament will be played on Saturday July 20th and the 
finals on Sunday July 21st. 

More details in next month’s magazine! 

 

mailto:clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk
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COUNCILLOR CO-OPTION VACANCY 

Notice is hereby given that due to the resignation of Cllr Richard Savill a vacancy 

has arisen in the Office of Councillor for Betchworth Parish Council and we invite 

applicants to apply for co-option. 

Betchworth Parish Council NOTICE OF CO-OPTION OF PARISH 
COUNCILLORS 

Interested persons must be a qualifying Commonwealth or EU citizen, aged 18 
years or over and:  

• Have lived in the Parish or within three miles of it for the preceding twelve 
months  

• Be a registered elector in the Parish: or  

• Have occupied as owner or tenant any land or premises in the Parish for the 
preceding twelve months: or  

• Have their principal or only place of work in the Parish for the preceding twelve 
months  

• Must not be disqualified from holding office as a Councillor 

A person is disqualified if they:  

• Hold any paid office or employment to which they have been appointed by the 
Council  

• Are the subject of a bankruptcy restrictions order or interim order  

• Have within five years of the day of co-option been convicted of any offence and 
has had passed on them a sentence of imprisonment for a period of not less than 
three months (whether suspended or not) without option of a fine  

• Have been found guilty of corrupt or illegal practices or have been responsible for 
incurring unlawful expenditure and the court orders their disqualification 

Applicants should note that Councillors are expected to attend monthly meetings 

and to represent the electors of Betchworth in raising and discussing issues of 

interest on which the Parish Council is empowered to act. 

Any person willing to fill this vacancy should apply in writing by the 7th May 

2019 with their CV and experience to Marion Hallett the Clerk to the Parish 

Council at the address below or by email to clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk. 

Betchworth Parish Council, West Cottage, Old Road, Betchworth, RH3 7DS 
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MOT Testing 

Station 
 

 

Repairs & Servicing 

to all makes 
 

 

Reigate Road 
Buckland, 

Near Reigate 
 

01737 
242766 

SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS 
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists 

 

35 years experience, Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

 

Domestic, commercial and listed 
buildings, new builds 

 

Lime Mortar, Stonework,  
Crack Stitching 

 

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork 
pointing undertaken by traditional 

brickwork pointers 
 

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,  
Church Street, Betchworth 

01737 844364 or 07821 614909 
Email:  markgilbert@live.com;   
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk 

mailto:markgilbert@live.com
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JOKE FOR MAY  

A man in a bar sees a friend at a table drinking by himself. Approaching 
the friend, he comments "You look terrible. What's the problem?"  

"My mother died in August," he said, "and left me £25,000."  

"Gee, that's tough," he replied.  

"Then in September," the friend continued, "My father died, leaving me 
£90,000."  

"Wow. Two parents gone in two months. No wonder you're depressed."  

"And last month my aunt died, and left me £15,000."  

"Three close family members lost in three months? How sad."  

"And this month," continued the friend sadly, "Nothing."   

GATTON PARK EVENTS JUNE 

Adults’ Events 

Please book all events in advance except open days.  

Sunday 2nd June Park and Gardens Open  

Park and gardens open all afternoon, bird hide open, free guided tours and 
free activities for children, including the Wild Things play trail. Tea and 
cakes are available to purchase.  

1-5pm. Cost: adults £5 children free  

Saturday 8th June Art in the Landscape  

A day of landscape painting in a beautiful setting. Watercolour 
demonstration and artistic guidance. Lunch in Gatton Hall included.  

10-3.30pm. Cost: £25  

Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW  

01737 649068. events@gatton-park.org.uk 

Book online at: www.gattonpark.com  
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SURREY PREPARED 

Surrey Prepared is an initiative set up by Surrey County Council to support our 
homes, community and businesses in the event of unforeseen circumstances and 
emergencies, including details on where to keep emergency medical information if 
an ambulance is called to your home.   

Check out www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/emergency-planning-and-
community-safety for further details. 

LITTER COLLECTION 2019 

Many thanks to the fantastic volunteers who assisted with the April 13th litter 
collection. At least 30 took part, sharing the various collection routes and a cup of 
hot cream of pea soup. The area covered extends from Pebble Hill in the North to 
Gadbrook Road in the South, Wonham Manor in the East and Brockhamhurst in 
the West. The whole Parish has now had a Spring litter pick which will last until 
November and all who took part can justly feel proud that they have helped 
maintain our super village. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A proud record of more than 40 bags of rubbish were collected from the roads and 
paths. The usual beer and soft drink cans, water bottles, cigarette packets, coffee 
cups etc. with the addition of hub caps, car bumper parts, a chunk of granite, tv 
monitor, oil cans, fence support, big tree stumps and a cuddly toy … or two !  

Thanks from Betchworth Parish Council and we look forward to seeing you in 
November, date to be advised, watch out for further information. 

John Foreman 

mailto:education@gatton-park.org.uk
http://www.gattonpark.com
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/emergency-planning-and-community-safety
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/emergency-planning-and-community-safety
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OUR COMMUNITY KNITTING PROJECT FOR 2019 (A reminder) 

I know some of you have started knitting, but please join in with this 
project. So far I have only received four blankets!  

Once again we are going to attempt a community knitting project for 
which we would love to have as much support as possible, so please get 
those knitting needles out again and cast on! Our Knitted scarves were a 
great success and we had enough to send some to a homeless charity as 
well as sending 60 to Eastern Europe in Christmas goody boxes.  

This year we have contacted ICU at East Surrey and they have told us that 
they would love to have a supply of small blankets to give to parents of 
premature babies when they leave hospital. The blankets need to be in 
white only, (our church Christmas tree will be snow laden this year!) 
They would also like to have two matching 5inch squares for mother and 
baby to exchange while the baby is in hospital, (apparently it helps the 
baby to bond with the mother while he/she is in hospital), so if a whole 
blanket seems too much, just knit the small squares. We may also send 
some of our blankets to Syria in baby Moses baskets.  

Using Number 4 or 4.5mm needles (old size 8) and double knitting 
acrylic wool: 

Pattern 1) BLANKET. Cast on 105 stitches and work every row knit 
until work measures 24inches. Cast off.  

Pattern 2) BLANKET. Cast on 105 stitches . Knit 16 rows garter stitch. 
(Every row plain knitting)                                           

Next row. Knit 11, then p1, k1 across the row to the last 10 stitches. Knit 
to end of row.  

Repeat this row until work measures 22 inches. Knit 16 rows garter stitch 
to match the bottom edge. Cast off. In other words you have a blanket 
worked in moss stitch with a garter stitch border all round.  

Pattern 3) SMALL COMFORTER . Cast on 24 stitches and knit all plain 
knitting (garter stitch) for 20 rows, or until work measures 5 inches. Cast 
off. 

If you have any queries or problems please contact me. 01306 611244 or 
rosrokison@yahoo.co.uk  

Happy Knitting!      Ros Rokison.  
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HOW POLESDEN LACEY CAME TO THE NATIONAL TRUST 
(Courtesy of the National Trust website) 

Dame Margaret Greville, known as Maggie to her friends, was the inimitable owner of 
Polesden Lacey from 1906 – 1942. It was here where she entertained royalty, politicians and 
countless celebrities at lavish weekend parties. From a quiet childhood in Scotland, she 
became one of the early 20th Century’s most powerful socialites. 
 
Quiet beginnings  
Margaret Helen Anderson was born in London on 20 December 1863; her natural parents 
were Helen Anderson and William McEwan, a successful brewer. However, Maggie’s birth 
certificate states that her parents are Helen Anderson and William Murray Anderson.  
William Murray Anderson was in fact an employee at William McEwan’s Edinburgh 
brewery. To save Helen’s reputation, and provide the baby with legitimacy, it is believed that 
McEwan sent Helen and William Anderson to London to have the baby. As they had the 
same surname, no one would question whether they were actually man and wife when they 
registered Maggie’s birth.  
In early spring 1864, William Anderson returned to Edinburgh, his job at the brewery and his 
complicit wife; Helen and Maggie followed a couple of months later. 
William McEwan and Helen eventually married when Maggie was 21, and although there 
were always rumours about Maggie’s true parentage, McEwan was referred to as her step-
father. By the time of the marriage, McEwan was a well-respected businessman and Liberal 
MP, and the family lived in Mayfair. 
 
 Maggie and Ronnie 
Maggie married Captain Ronald ‘Ronnie’ Greville, heir to a baronetcy and a member of the 
Marlborough house set, the social circle around the future King Edward VII, in 1891. 
It was a mutually beneficial match; through her ‘step-father’, Maggie brought money to the 
marriage ‘she had the sense to meet and marry a man who as a member of a good family who 
I think was not rich at all but quite poor, and I suppose with him as a background she was able 
to get into Society’ (People and Places by S.E.D. Fortescue) 
Maggie and Ronnie lived in Mayfair, and when Ronnie retired as MP for East Bradford in 
1906, they bought Polesden Lacey as their weekend retreat. The couple commissioned 
architects Mewès and Davis, famous for remodelling the Ritz Hotel in London, to entirely 
renovate the house. Sadly, Ronnie died in April 1908, a year before renovations were 
completed.  
Maggie hosted her first house party at Polesden in June 1909, marking her return to society; 
the guest of honour was none other than King Edward VII. She continued to host the great 
and good of the day for the next 30 years – including Winston Churchill, Beverly Nichols and 
Queen Ena of Spain. 
Not only was Maggie a popular hostess, but she also had a great knowledge of business and 
politics. She was a board member at McEwan’s brewery and was said to have great influence 
over many politicians of the time.  
Maggie passed away at the Dorchester Hotel on 15 September 1942, leaving Polesden Lacey 
to the National Trust ‘for the largest number of people to have enjoyment thereof’.  

mailto:rosrokison@yahoo.co.uk
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MUSIC IN DORKING – MAY 

4th at 12.00, Music at Midday at St Martin’s Church, free, 01306 884229 

5th at 2.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717  

7th 14th 21st 28th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park Golf Club, 07415 
815784 

11th at 7.30, clarinet and piano recital at Dorking Halls, £19, 01306 740619  

11th at 7.30, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Martin’s Church, £15 

13th at 7.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717  

16th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717  

20th at 2.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717  

21st at 7.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717  

The Dorking Concertgoers present the last of this season’s concerts with a 
lively programme of music for clarinet and piano played by James Meldrum 
and Maciej Kassak. Their programme includes music by Gershwin (including 
his delightful song Summertime), Debussy, Poulenc and others. This 
programme should have a wide appeal, so it would be good to finish the season 
with a full house! 

The Dorking Chamber Orchestra is currently celebrating its 30 th season and it 
finishes with a gala anniversary concert.  The orchestra, conducted by Andrew 
Morley, will play Mozart’s overture The Impressario, Butterworth’s beautiful 
idyll The Banks of Green Willow, and Beethoven’s third symphony, the 
powerful Eroica. It will also be joined by soloists Janina Byrne and Rosanna 
Rolton to play Mozart’s delightful concerto for flute and harp. 

This month’s lunchtime concert at St Martin’s Church is given by Classical 
Folk, making a welcome return visit after their very successful recital last year.  

Watermill Jazz meets every Tuesday evening. May’s line-up of performers is: 
Kadri Voorand (7th), Kate Williams’ Four Plus Three (14th), John Etheridge’s 
Sweet Chorus (21st) and the Antonio Forcione Quartet (28th). 

There are several screenings at the Dorking Halls this month. Opera lovers can 
see Gounod’s Faust from the Royal Opera House (5th) and Poulenc’s 
Dialogues des Carmelites from the New York Met (13th). Ballet lovers can see 
Flight Pattern from the Royal Ballet (16th and 20th) and Carmen Suite and 
Petrushka from the Bolshoi in Moscow (21st). 

Ian Codd 
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Dates for your diary 

1. Shop AGM is on Wednesday June 19th at 7pm 

Join us beforehand, from 6pm, for some bubbly to celebrate our 10th Anniversary! 

2. Summer Fair, July 13th. We will be hosting our ever-popular Pimm’s Tent. 
Please come and support us. 

3. Family Treasure Hunt running throughout the month of August.  More on this 
later. 
 
Window display 
As part of our continued celebrations to mark our 10th Anniversary as a community 
shop, as well as the above, do come and see our wonderful window created by our 
very talented volunteer, Julie Harries. We are so grateful for all the work that she 
has put in, preparing and building her amazing displays. 
 
Shop at Strood Green reusable bags. 
In an attempt to reduce plastic usage, we have had some special cloth shoulder 
shopping bags made with our logo. At just £3.00, what’s not to like?!  
 
Reminder of our normal opening times 
Mon, Tue, Wed 7am – 6pm 
Thurs, Fri  7am – 7pm 
Sat   7am – 3pm 
Sun   8.30am – 12.30pm 
 
Fathers Day Sunday 16th June 
Thinking ahead, Father’s Day is coming up. What better than a nice selection of 
local beers and some choccies to keep your dad happy? We will have cards too. 
 
Christine, Hazel and all the Staff. 
01737 843965 
Email: stroodgreenshop@gmail.com 
www.theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk 
Facebook: The Shop at Strood Green 
Twitter: @AtStroodShop 

mailto:stroodgreenshop@gmail.com
http://www.theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk
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Lest We Forget: First World War Digital Memories Project, May 4 th: 
Lest We Forget is a nationwide initiative which aims  to recognise and 
record stories, objects, and memories from  the First World War. Bring 
your diaries, letters, photographs, memoirs, objects or stories about your 
family’s experience in the war to the Museum on Saturday 4th May, 
12pm-4pm to be recorded and added to the freely-available, online 
archive.   

Guided Walks and Tours:  Family Walk, May 4th, 3pm from the 
Museum; Deepdene Trail Walk, May 5th, 2pm from Trail entrance; Town 
Pubs Walk, May 12

th
, 11am from Halifax in High Street; Tours of the 

South Street Caves, May 25th, 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm from Caves 
entrance.  Details and advance booking via the website.   Groups by 
appointment.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.   Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
10am-4pm. www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.   Enquiries: 
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or 01306 876591.  

mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY 

with the Children's Choir from St John's C of E Primary School, Dorking, 

Present 'MUSIC OF THE WORLD'. We will visit Europe, Africa, America......in 
a Pot- Pourri of sound and colour.  

On 15th June at 7.30pm at St.Martin's Church, High Street, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 
1UX.  

Tickets available  from Alison Robins  07890 663505 or Maria Chadwick, c/o 
Michael Frith 01306 882728 

£10 in advance, £12 on the door, £5 for under 25s in full time education.  

More info at www.brockhamchoral.org 

DORKING MUSEUM IN MAY 

Our current exhibition closes  May 11th:  Your last chance to see  ‘Lord 
Ashcombe’s Minerals – the gentlemen collectors and the advance of 
science’.   

The Days of King Dor, opens May 16 th: A touring exhibition from the 
imaginary Leasingstede Museum, the creation of artist Jane Williams, 
with a display of the contents of an old wooden chest the Leasingstede 
curators found, full of things that shed light on the history of Dorking and 
the surrounding area. To see the West Holmwood Winged Basket, the 
ancient Dorking Chalk Egg and other frankly surprising local artefacts 
from the distant and more recent past, check out our new exhibition and 
be prepared for a different version of history.  

Children’s Activity, May 30 th and 31st: The half-term activity is 
“What’s in My Museum?”, a drop-in event for 6-9-year-olds between 
11am and 3.30pm.   Come along and have fun creating your museum in a 
shoe box, from a variety of craft materials.  
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SAVE THE DATE!  
BROCKHAM OPEN GARDENS  

SATURDAY 22ND JUNE 2019 

 

For the seventh year running, there will be an opportunity to view 
some lovely gardens and enjoy refreshments in Brockham on our Open 

Gardens Day, organised by Christ Church, Brockham.  

Further details to follow.  

If you can help on the day please contact Sally Holland at 
sally@mountlink.com  

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  

The Society’s Annual Plant Sale will taking place 
again on Sunday May 19 th between 2-4p.m.We are 
very grateful to Rosemary and Hugh Mote, who once 
again are allowing us to use their forecourt space at 
Brockham House , Middle Street, Brockham.  

 

There will be a variety of plants, books, crafts and garden artefacts for 
you to purchase. Vegetable seedlings and plants always sell well and if 
you are dividing plants any excess will be greatly appreciated.    

If you have any questions regarding the Plant Sale please contact Mary 
Rode (1737 843802) 

mailto:sally@mountlink.com
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BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB  

May 16th, 2019 7.15pm for 7.30pm start 

Contemporary Parallel Design Workshop 

Please join us for an exciting evening with our multi-talented guest 
demonstrator, Margaret Trepant. Margaret is a Wisley Show prize winner, 
judge, teacher and three times Surrey Area Show Chairman. She will be 
inspiring us all with a workshop focusing on a contemporary style parallel 
design using a shallow rectangular container, flowers, foliage, tubes, wire and 
moss. 

Please contact Cat Martin for a full list of requirements for the evening  

Brockham Recreation Ground Pavilion, Middle Street, Brockham RH3 
7JT 

Please contact Cat Martin in advance if you wish to come along as a visitor, 
join the club or have any queries: 07710 498 591 catdawes@aol.com  

BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB  

Thankfully the Club is back open and we are in the full swing of bowls 
again. The green has had a lot of work on it over the winter and we are 
definitely benefitting from that. We will shortly be starting our league and 
friendly games against all the local clubs, which are always played in the 
best of spirits. The draw for our internal competitions, often throwing up 
some interesting matches, will be taking place in the next week and we 
also have numerous members involved in County Competitions, so 
everyone has plenty to look forward to. Let ’s hope the warmer weather 
continues, as long as it doesn’t get to the extremes of last year.  

On a sad note one of our most popular and hard working members, Frank 
Tipping, recently lost his wife, Connie, after a four year battle with 
cancer. Many of our members attended Brockham Church and it was a 
tribute to both her and Frank that there were many people who had to 
stand. We hope as a Club, and a village, that we can give support to him 
during this difficult time.  

Bowls is a fun yet competitive game for all ages, genders and ability so 
why not come down and meet the members and give it a go.  

In the meantime, if you want to know more about bowls or our club please 
do not hesitate to contact our new Captain, Christine Knight, on 07810 
515345 or speak to me when I am delivering your parcels.  

Rick Lawrence  

 

 

Parish Magazine                         19 Betchworth -  May 2019 

Local Reports and Notices 


