Local Services

Parish Letter -2018
NEW YEAR, NEW BEGINNINGS, NEW CHALLENGES AND A TIME
FOR REFLECTION
May I start this letter by reflecting on the past year and the challenges it has
presented to us all.
Trevor Cooke and I had the challenge of preparing and leading the Christian Unity
Service.
As churchwardens, we have certainly had our challenges. We started the year with
the challenge of keeping the services going and in this respect we are deeply
indebted to David Eaton. His unfailing support and generosity of time in finding
clergy to cover services from May onwards, and his willingness to take Baptisms,
Weddings and Funerals were second to none. He has always been there for the
churchwardens and we are truly grateful.
Then there was the challenge of finding our parishes a new Rector. This included
the challenge of preparing a Parish Profile (who knew it would be nineteen pages
long ?), of working closely together and finding new strengths in the process.
There were the interviews and the final selection of the new Rector, and in this we
are appreciative of the help and support given to us by our Archdeacon, our Area
Dean and the Bishop, and also the two parishes, in this long and unduly
complicated process.
As we stand on the brink of a New Year, we anticipate the new beginnings it will
bring to us all. It will be a time to start afresh, to put behind us the mistakes made
in the past, to learn from them and to challenge ourselves to do better in the future.
We look forward to the arrival of our new Rector, Anna Moore and her family,
and to getting to know them and welcome them into our community. We eagerly
await all that Anna will bring to our spiritual lives and the new perspectives she
may bring to our faith. We pray for Anna and her family as they prepare to move
into the rectory, into the parishes and into our lives.
I think I can say that, as churchwardens, we have accepted our challenges,
tolerated our frustrations and enjoyed working together - however it is good to see
the light at the end of the tunnel getting larger!
I would like to thank my fellow churchwardens for their support, friendship and
strength during this interregnum. We have been stretched at times, but I think we
have all learnt a great deal and have come through in one piece. I know I speak for
the four of us when I say that we look forward to offering Anna that same support,
friendship and strength as she takes up her role amongst us.
Finally, may I wish everyone A Happy and Healthy New Y ear.
Liz Vahey, Churchwarden, Buckland
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JANUARY SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S

Date
6th January
The Epiphany

13th January
Baptism of
Christ
20th January
3rd Sunday of
Epiphany

St. Michael’s Betchworth

St. Mary’s Buckland
9.30 am Epiphany Parish
Communion

10.45 Sunday Club *
11 am Epiphany Parish
Communion **
8am BCP Holy
Communion

9.30am Parish Communion
(Iona)

11am Matins**
10.30 Joint All Age Family
Service**

8am Holy Communion

5pm Choral Evensong
27h January
8am Holy Communion
4th Sunday of
9.30am Parish Communion
Epiphany
11am Parish Communion**
3pm Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity Service
3rd February
Presentation of 10.45 Sunday Club *
Christ in the
Temple
11 am Parish Communion
(Candlemas)

9.30 am Parish
Communion

5 pm Joint Candlelight Service at Emmanuel Sidlow

* In the Hamilton Room
** Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are
just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together
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CLEANING ROTA – JANUARY 2019

Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch

Date

20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB
Tel: 01737 8 44916
Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

Chancel

Nave

4th Jan.

Mrs. Hollingworth

Mrs. Ferrett
Mrs. Forrest

11th Jan.

Mrs. Hardy

Mrs. Wickens
Mrs. Slot

18th Jan.

Mrs. Ferrett

th

Aisles

Mrs. Chalker
Mrs. North

Mrs. Scotcher

Mrs. Wickens
Mrs. Slot

25 Jan.

Mrs. Scotcher

1st. Feb.

Mrs. North

Mrs. Hutton
Mrs. Stow

8th Feb.

Mrs. Armitage

Mrs. Hardy
Mrs. Pruszynska

Mrs. Pruszynska
Mrs. Chalker

Mrs. Ridley

FROM THE REGISTERS: DECEMBER, 2018
Baptisms
We welcome into the church:
2nd December, Henry Hollis at St. Mary’s Buckland

CHURCH COLLECTIONS NOVEMBER
Total £999.32 of which £692.46 was gift aided.
Sundries added a further £69.05
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Village Reports and Notices
VILLAGE LITTER PICK ON SATURDAY 17th
NOVEMBER
No disappointments this time, as 28 volunteers joined us to
help clear the village of litter and rubbish on a cold but
bright morning. After a cup of Jeannette’s excellent homemade soup, we were ready to set off in good spirits and get
some exercise on our chosen footpath routes. About 35 bags
were collected plus the usual car parts, notices, wheel trims and a wicker chest
with - surprise! surprise! - more rubbish inside.
We were fortunate that a verge cut was carried out the day before as this makes
the cans, bottles, sandwich wrappings and general rubbish much more visible.
I would like to thank Ed Winter for his help organising the litter collectors and
also for assisting me to collect the 45 memorial poppies displayed around the
village.
Huge thanks also to all the “pickers” for their efforts. I look forward to seeing
you all at the spring litter pick.
Best wishes.
John Foreman
BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY ARMISTICE TALK.
By the time you read this in early January, Christmas will be over and the
presents, wrappings and carol services will be just a memory.
On 17th November, Karen Wilson of Betchworth, a local historian and Society
member gave a poignant account of many names who are remembered forever
on gravestones, having been killed as a result of action in the 1914-18
war. Karen talked for an hour, with good photographs and documents, and
spoke of a carpenter who had joined up, to find his skills utilised in making
grave crosses. After a harrowing day when many of his comrades were killed, he
had been busy making crosses when he too was killed by a shell. Another soldier
had taken the alias of Charles Victor Peace.
Over 40 people attended, and it is thought-provoking that, 100 years after the
end of WW1, we face further difficulties with Europe in our Brexit intentions. A
very generous leaving collection and surplus raised over £133.00 for the Royal
British Legion, the charity which helps former military personnel.
The hardworking committee, especially Fiona Brindley, Claire Dobson,
Tamlynne Chapman, Jackie Ellison and Mike Gibson are to be thanked.
Richard Worsley 01737 224418
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BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Betchworth Parish Council meetings take place on the 1 st Monday of every
month, at 8.00pm in The Hamilton Room, Church Street. These are public
meetings, so anyone can attend, and there is always an ‘Open Forum’ at the start
of each meeting, where the Council welcomes any parishioners/members of the
public to address matters of local interest or concern. Please use these opportunities to come along and raise any issues which you feel are important; equally
you are also welcome if you would like to attend out of curiosity! The next two
meetings will be on January 7th and February 4th 2019 and we look forward to
welcoming you.

Betchworth Park Golf Club

Whether you are interested in starting out or
a full time player, come and see what we
have to offer at Betchworth Park:

Wishing you a Happy New Year, Marion Hallet

Adult Golf Academy
Junior Golf Academy
Golf Society Day
Visitor Green Fees
Excellent Member Facilities
Social Events and Golfing Calendar.

Clerk, on behalf of Betchworth Parish Council

NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL

Call: 01306 882052
Email:
manager@betchworthparkgc.co.uk

Parish Magazine

Firstly, on behalf of all pupils, staff and governors I would like to wish you all a
happy and prosperous New Year. Children will be returning to school during the
first week in January and, despite what you might think, the majority of them are
pleased to be back at school. Although they look forward to and enjoy the holidays, particularly Christmas, most children appreciate the familiarity and structure of a school day.
Running a school has now become somewhat like running a business. It is now
much more than just children and teachers and, although children are at the heart
of our school, there is so much more to creating a successful school. Good
schools rely on a hard working and supportive governing body. We are extremely
lucky with our governors at North Downs; they know the school well, are very
adept at taking a strategic view of school development and are not afraid to ask
challenging questions. The role of a governor is interesting and varied and is a
way of becoming involved in the local school and making a real difference to the
lives of children.
This year our governors are focusing on monitoring children’s safety in school by
looking at both the physical environment as well as talking to children about
whether they feel safe in school. Our recent Ofsted inspection reported that at
North Downs ‘Importantly, the culture to safeguard pupils is strong’. We are
proud of the happy atmosphere in our school and it is a real pleasure to watch
older children playing with younger siblings or helping them with their games.
Learning to play and co-operate with others is a valuable life skill which will be
essential to our children in later life, living out the vision of our school to ‘Be the
best you can be, every day.’
Jane Douglass. Headteacher
Betchworth - January 2019
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FARM DIARY JAN 2019
I can quite safely say that farming is never boring. OK, there’s field work, where
going up and down in the same old field all day seems dull to the odd passerby,
but no, there is generally lots to be doing in a tractor cab. Firstly…driving,
obvious really (remember that bit!), and watching the machine behind is working
right, correct seed depth, spray pattern, plough depth, no blockages and that you
are doing a good job (the list goes on!). Then comes ‘The Telephone’ - well a
device in your pocket that is 5% telephone, 25% office and 70%..... haven’t a
clue, and if you don’t have a hands free kit installed it makes you 50% less
capable of steering. If you receive a call whilst working the field, you answer the
phone, you can stop when you like, steer where you like; it is not a problem or
illegal. Now try it on the road, one handed, texting and taking part in the morning
rush of the Betchworth grand-prix, which has more competitors each morning,
sprinkle on a little rain and some lateness to be at work and ‘Voila’.... Stress! Or
even, (not yet), a crash. That is why the tractor cab is best for planning work
ahead, it’s calm and you can turn your phone off! (Yes, you can do that!). Plan
ahead and you’re doing two jobs stress free!

Local Services
T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N
Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs
Te l 01737 843533

Braidwood Wheeler &
CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCO NTANTS
Taxation and Accountancy services for:
Business Start Ups

So, planning the cows’ pregnancy test day, employs a list of items starting with
booking the vet and ordering 2 types of vaccine for them to remember to bring,
injection guns, wormer, marker paint, paperwork, mineral bolus (pills), new
eartags, replacement eartags, pens - it goes on and on.
We are lucky to be able to set up the handling system the day before and start
earlier to get the job done. It also worked out better this year as extra help came
with the vet in the form of two student vets; we had Joosje Hamilton and Ryan
Flynn and, when the vet gave the nod for a positive pregnancy on the cow,
everyone jumped in like a tyre changing team at a Formula 1 Grand Prix.
Injections, wormer and 2 pills down the throat in seconds, and it was on to the
next cow, a negative, which meant a red dot on the back and off to market in a
week or so. After 4 to 5 hours, going through 150 cows, we had 11 negatives pretty good I think, and the award for best Romeo goes to ‘Major’ (Aberdeen
Angus bull), who got a full house on all the ladies he holidayed with through the
summer, getting 33 heifers and 4 cows pregnant. Amazing!

Individuals

Call: 01737 228928
J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

Foot Care Focus

The empty or cull cows went off to market in mid December, so all the cows at
Snowerhill are now expecting. With empty cows, they come on heat and ride each
other round the yard, this is called bulling, and when you have a few in the yard it
can make a mess and use up bedding straw quicker, as you try to keep them clean
each day. This is not to mention the hassle it creates for the pregnant cows which
want a more peaceful time. The cull cows will obviously eat a lot as well, so
moving them on helps all round. Winter feed is going to be tight this winter - I
think we will be ok and last out, but any saving helps.
Parish Magazine
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Limited
Companies
Partnerships

 Nail cutting & filing.
 Reduction and removal

of hard skin, verrucas
& corns.
 Clinic treatment or
home visits available.

April Standish

Tel: 07397 154000
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Chris
Long

S u pe r b pr o fe s s i o n a l c l e a n i n g o f
C a r p e ts , U p h o l s te r y , C u r t a i n s a n d
L e a th e r . A l s o O r i e n t a l R u g s a n d
G u a r ds m a n A n ti -S t a i n P r o te c ti o n







S p o t st a in a n d O d o u r r e m o v a l
L e a t h e r c l e a n in g s p e c ia lis t s
F la m e r e t a r d in g
D u s t m it e r e d u c t io n s e r v ic e
A ll w o r k f u lly in s u r e d a n d g u a r a n t e e d

F o r a f r e e , n o o b l i g a t i o n q u o t a ti o n
c a ll tod a y

FREEPHO NE
0 808 1 44 90 71






GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811
Barking Beauties
Dog Grooming

Full grooming services
Contact Nikki to book an
appointment Tel : 07967 884661
WWW.BARKINGBEAUTIES.DOG

2 More Place Cottages, Wonham
Lane, Betchworth, RH3 7AD
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Calving starts in February and can take up most days, so getting on with important winter jobs like hedge cutting, which have a cut off date at the end of
February, is a must before calving starts. We have some fencing to do on our
boundary near Brockham; this is expensive, I just hope the lesser spotted fence
slasher doesn’t take a shine to the new fence as this would introduce some stress
coming their way. We also need to be alert to naughty goings on - a friend of
mine caught someone in his large locked garage recently, and there have been
vehicles driving over the fields at Kiln Lane. I’m not sure what is going on there.
Also, fly tipping is on the up - just small amounts of domestic articles but none
the less, it’s wrong. I would love to catch one of them as I did on my phone camera a few years ago; they don’t know what to say, just embarrassment!
Martin

JOKE FOR JANUARY
A group of chaps, all aged 40, discussed where they
should meet for lunch. Finally it was agreed that they
would meet at Wetherspoon’s in Uxbridge because the
waitresses were lovely and the service was second to
none.
Ten years later, at age 50, the friends once again
discussed where they should meet for lunch. Finally it
was agreed that they would meet at Wetherspoon’s in
Uxbridge because the food was good and the beer
selection was excellent.
Ten years later, at age 60, the friends again discussed where they should meet
for lunch. Finally it was agreed that they would meet at Wetherspoon’s in
Uxbridge because there was plenty of parking, they could dine in peace and
quiet with no loud music, and it was good value for money.
Ten years later, at age 70, the friends discussed where they should meet for
lunch. Finally it was agreed that they would meet at Wetherspoon’s in
Uxbridge because the restaurant was wheelchair accessible and had a toilet for
the disabled.
Ten years later, at age 80, the friends discussed where they should meet for
lunch. Finally it was agreed that they would meet at Wetherspoon’s in
Uxbridge because they had never been there before.
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BETCHWORTH
AND
BUCKLAND
SOCIETY ANNUAL DINNER.
On 23rd November, the Betchworth &
Buckland Society hosted its Annual Dinner
in the private Lady Somerset Suite at Reigate
Heath Golf Club. Fifty members sat down to
a well prepared and convivial meal followed
by coffee and mints. The Chairman briefly
mentioned successful developments in the
last year, particularly our involvement in the
road resurfacing improvement on the A25, the discouragement of noisy activities
in the two communities, and donations to local worthy causes.
Thanks are due to Fiona Brindley and Claire Dobson for their careful help in
organising the Dinner.
Richard Worsley
Chairman

BUCKLAND AND BETCHWORTH CHORAL SOCIETY (BBCS) was
formed in 1923 to participate in the Leith Hill Musical Festival (LHMF), and
since then the Festival has been at the heart of our musical season. We are proud
that most of our members belong to the two villages of Buckland and Betchworth,
though we welcome all lovers of choral music - old and new!
If you are interested in Choral Music, and would
like to participate in the 2019 LHMF, why not
join us on 9th January, the fir st day of our
Spring Term. The main works for our Festival
Day will be J.S.Bach – Magnificat and Haydn –
The Creation (pts 1 and 2). BBCS will be
performing on Saturday 13th April
Contact our Membership Secretary Katie Bell:
katiebell78@gmail.com to learn more about our
choir, log on to our website www.bbcsinfo.org, or call Pat Frankland 01737
842028
Parish Magazine
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BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY
We are a sociable, friendly, and go-ahead choir
with 70- plus members. Patrick Barrett, our
inspiring Musical Director, and our outstanding
Accompanist, Marion Lea, together ensure every
rehearsal is lively and fun. Come and join us; we
do not audition and all voices are most welcome.
The FIRST TERM is FREE.
Starting on January 8th we rehearse on Tuesday
evenings, at 7.30pm in St. John's School, Dorking.
We shall be preparing DVORAK'S STABAT
MATER for a performance on the 6th April, accompanied by the British
Sinfonietta Orchestra.
We have an exciting year ahead with a Summer Concert in June entitled 'Music
of the World', followed in October with a workshop and Concert with Voces 8.
Also, please note: Men are Needed! Our lovely sopranos and altos are saddened
by the lack of tenors and basses for them to sing with at rehearsals and concerts.
The tenor and bass teams are of course coping manfully with the musical
requirements thrown at them but would welcome new friends to share their
delight in singing with Brockham Choral.
For further information contact our Secretary Ed Criswick on 01372 877069 or
visit www.brockhamchoral.org.

BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB PRESENTS

An Evening of Card Making on Thursday January 17th,
2019 7.15pm
Our own Kim Purser is running the class on a theme of
Spring/Valentine. All materials will be provided & you will
be able to personalize your card. Even if you have never made
a card before come along & give it a try.
The flower club meet once a month and have a varied programme of classes for
all to try. New members and visitors are always welcome.
Brockham Recreation Ground Pavilion, Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT.
Please contact Cat Martin in advance if you wish to come along or join our club.
Tel: 07710 498591 or email: catdawes@aol.com
Parish Magazine
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DORKING MUSEUM IN JANUARY
Dorking Museum wishes a Happy New Year to all readers and to the supporters and friends of the Museum. The Museum re-opens after the festive break
on 10th January.
The Rob Walker Racing Team: Ther e is a last chance to see this ver y popular exhibition, which remains open until January 26th and focuses on one of
the most successful privateer motor racing teams, the Rob Walker Racing
Team. They were based in London Road, Dorking, and here the cars were developed, built and tested. Between 1958 and 1968 they beat the mighty works
teams in nine Grand Prix, including three wins around the streets of Monaco.
The exhibition tells of the life of Rob Walker, his Pippbrook Garage and workshops in Dorking, and the team’s triumphs and tragedies over 30 years. Exhibits include a unique collection of scale-replica models of Walker's racing cars
that featured in BBC Bargain Hunt and rare racing memorabilia.
Exhibition researcher Tom Loftus’ book, ‘The Rob Walker Racing Team –
Dorking’s Part in Motor Racing History’, is available from the Museum.

www.rsande.co.uk

Opening on 31st January: ‘Lord Ashcombe’s Minerals – the gentlemen
collectors and the advance of science’. The Museum’s first new exhibition of
2019 showcases the history of, and examples from, Lord Ashcombe’s stunning
mineral collection. In the 19th century, George Cubitt, the first Lord Ashcombe,
amassed an extensive and impressive collection of fossils and minerals, which
were displayed at his Denbies home. His collection and those of other gentlemen collectors played an important role in an age of amateur science, in the
development of the study of geology and palaeontology and the scientific understanding of the Earth’s history. The collections were donated to the Museum
in 1948 by his grandson, the third Lord Ashcombe.
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.
Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk, 01306 876591.
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Dorking Dramatic and Operatic society proudly present, live on stage at Dorking
Halls,

My Fair Lady.
Perhaps the most popular and best loved Musical of all time. Adapted from
George Bernard Shaw’s play, with lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner and Music by
Fredrick Loewe.
The story revolves around Henry Higgins, professor of phonetics, following his
chance remark to Colonel Hugh Pickering that he could pass off a Cockney flower girl, Eliza Doolittle, as a duchess in just a few months by teaching her how to
speak properly. Higgins agrees to a wager that will test his skills. After some hesitation Eliza agrees to become their test case… the game is on.
Wednesday 13th to Saturday 16th of February 2019.
Evenings 7.45, Saturday matinee 2.30.
Call Dorking Halls Box Office on 01306 881717 or book tickets online
www.dorkinghalls.co.uk

GATWICK AIRPORT LIMITED PUBLIC CONSULTATION – ENDS
10TH JANUARY 2019.
This is an important consultation and your response matters. Amongst other
changes, the ‘Masterplan’ proposes to put the Standby runway into permanent
active use, thereby potentially doubling the number of planes taking off and
landing at the airport. This will have an immediate impact on air traffic, air pollution, noise pollution and passenger/road congestion. The full document can be
viewed online at www.gatwickairport.com or Google ‘Gatwick Airport Draft
Master Plan 2018’.
GACC (Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign) has issued guidelines on how to
respond to the online consultation questionnaire and this can be viewed
at www.gacc.org.uk, along with the online questionnaire itself. Any responses
or comments can be made either by using the online response form or by
email: gatwickdraftmasterplan@ipsos-mori.com or by post: Freepost GAL
DRAFT MASTERPLAN
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THE SHOP AT STROOD GREEN
HAPPY NEW YEAR fr om all the Staff and
Committee at the Shop at Strood Green!
We hope you had a lovely Christmas and we thank
you for all your support over 2018. Without you, there
would be no shop in Strood Green.
We look forward to seeing you in January, whatever
the weather holds for us. Why not pop into the café for
a coffee or pot of tea as a pit-stop on a winter walk?
ANNUAL STOCK TAKE Our annual stock take
will take place on Saturday afternoon 5th January, therefore the Shop will be
closing at 12pm sharp.
10TH ANNIVERSARY Wow!!...This year , we celebr ate our 10 th Anniversary
as a Community Shop, so watch this space for some celebrations in March!
NEW PRODUCTS Look out for new pr oducts thr oughout the year …we are
always striving to increase and improve our range of lovely things, while
supporting local suppliers where possible.
Do keep an eye out for all the latest by visiting our website and on social media.
Christine and all the Staff.
Website: www.theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk
Facebook: The Shop at Strood Green
Twitter: @AtStroodShop
01737 843965
Email: stroodgreenshop@gmail.com

MOT Testing
Station
Repairs & Servicing
to all makes
Reigat e Ro ad
Buckland,
Near R eigat e

01737
242766

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

R id e o n M o w e r s
R o ta r y M o w e r s
C y l in d e r M o w e r s
C ha insa w s
S tr im m e r s
H e d g e C u tte r s
R o te v a to r s
B lo w e r v a c s
Q u a lity s e c o n d h a n d e q u ip m e n t

Brockham Green Horticultural Society wish all of their members a
Happy New Year .
The Society hopes 2019 will be a successful growing year for the
keen gardeners amongst you.
Dates of Talks for your 2019 diaries:
Monday 18 February
Monday 18 March
Monday 15 April
Barry Newman, our first speaker at the February talk, will be speaking about
Growing in Containers
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GATTON PARK EVENTS - FEBRUARY 2019
Snowdrop time at Gatton Park
No need to book
Sunday 3 February Snowdrop Day
Park and gardens open to view the snowdrops.
1-5pm. Cost: adults £5 children free
Sunday 10 February National Garden Scheme
Park and gardens open as part of the National Garden Scheme. Soup and roll
lunch available to purchase.
11am-4pm cost: adults £5 children free
Monday 18 - Friday 22 February Snowdrop Week
Park and gardens open every day during February half term to view the snowdrops.
1-5pm. Cost: adults £5 children free
Sunday 17 February Snowdrop Day
Park and gardens open to view the snowdrops.
1-5pm. Cost: adults £5 children free
Sunday 24 February Snowdrop Day
Park and gardens open to view the snowdrops.
1-5pm. Cost: adults £5 children free
Children’s Activities
Pre-booking required for all activities except where indicated
Monday 18 February Forest Fun (2+yrs)
Join us in our Forest School area, explore Cedar Wood, make woodland crafts
and enjoy a snack around the fire.
10am-12pm or 1-3pm. Cost: £8 per child
Wednesday 20 & Friday 22 February Trails and Tales (2-4yrs)
Enjoy the story of ‘The Scarecrow’s Wedding’ and go for a walk around the park
to bring it to life. Return to create artwork linked to the story.
10-11.30am or 1.30-3pm. Cost: £8 per child
Thursday 21 February Tracks and Signs (4-7yrs)
Find out more about animal footprints and poo! Crafts, activities and trails. 10am
-12pm or 1.30-3.30pm. Cost: £8 per child
Guided Tours
If you have a group interested in a guided tour of Gatton Park, please get in
touch.
Cost: £7 per person or £9 with tea and cake.
Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW
01737 649068. events@gatton-park.org.uk
Book online at: www.gattonpark.com
Parish Magazine
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ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 2018
On 1st and 2nd December we held our 3rd Alternative Christmas Tree Festival in
St. Michael's Church.
The thought, preparation and skills used to complete the trees this year was truly
amazing!

We thought after two years of people scratching their heads to come up with innovative ideas, they might have run out of things to do. But not a bit of it! All of
the trees were just fantastic.
Last year's winner, Broome Park Nursing Home, again made a really touching
tree filled with the memories of many of their residents, whilst new entrants,
Church Antiques fr om Snower Hill Road, carved a beautiful tr ee fr om an
old oak pew (not one of ours!). I’m sure they are up for commissions if anyone
wants one!
The Bell Ringers’ hanging tree was stunning, with so much thought and preparation, and Buckland Nurseries’ first entry was a tree full of fun and ideas for
Christmas presents that can be purchased there. Then there was the Dolphin’s
tree, made of pine cones and decorated by many of the children of their patrons,
and the charming tree from the Poetry Group – such a clever idea!
Each of the boxes that formed the innovative tree from Betchworth Nursery, contained a charming little story, and the Brockham Cub Scouts entered for the first
time with their exquisite tree.
Betchworth Estate’s entr y was amazing, made as it was fr om br ead r olls of
all shapes and sizes and emphasizing the main crop of the Estate, which is wheat.
There were baubles of snow, with Father Christmas descending the chimney on
the excellent entry from Pebblecombe W.I., and Brockham and Betchworth Choral Society's musical tr ee was delightful and must have taken ages to pr oduce.
Then there was the outstanding tree from Betchworth Memorial Hall, which was
a master piece produced from a recycled venetian blind with hand-knitted poppies. It was just beautiful.
Betchworth and Buckland Society and The Art Society both used their initials to make a very effective and imaginative tree, whilst Barbara Skinner produced her first delightful tree based on her work in the past making theatrical
costumes.
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The tree that created the most interest was actually not entered into the competition and was the story of Isita Hamilton's journey with cancer. Her grandmother
created it to honour the courage and tenacity of Isita and her family.Because of
the amount of interest it generated we have decided that we will make a donation
of £100 to Great Ormond Street Hospital, recognising the wonderful care that
Isita has had.

The Juniors’ trees were all wonderful and I understand that all the children have
thoroughly enjoyed participating in making them. The enchanting story book tree
from the Nursery was excellent, and the Cubs’ tree and the Owls’class at the junior school displayed all the childrens’ hard work and enthusiasm. The Sunday
School club tr ee, all made by the childr en in a few hour s at Sunday School in
the past few weeks, (helped by three full time working mothers!), was very much
appreciated!
The knitted scarves tree was great fun and a huge thank you to all you amazing
knitters who have been knitting for months (you know who you are!) to produce
some outstanding scarves which will be sent in The Christmas boxes organized
in the village by Ros Rokison, to Eastern Europe in order to keep the needy elderly warm. Watch forthcoming magazines for news of our next knitted tree venture!
There is already a list of 6 organisations wishing to participate in the festival next
year... so if any of you are interested please let me have your names soon.
Here are the winners – (All the Juniors received a certificate)
Juniors:1st pr ize - Buckland Toddler Group 2nd prize - North Downs
School…3rd prize - Brockham Cubs
All Categories: 1st over all pr ize - Buckland Toddler Group…2nd prize - Betchworth Memorial Hall
3rd prize - The Bell ringers…Joint 4th prize - Broome Park and Pebblecombe
WI…Joint 5th prize - The Betchworth Estate and Buckland Choral Society.

Local Reports and Notices
MUSIC IN DORKING – JANUARY 2019
5th at 12.00, Music at Midday at St Mar tin’s Church, free, 01306 884229
5th at 7.00, Andr é Rieu concer t scr eening at Dor king Halls, £18.50, 01306
881717
6th at 3.00, Andr é Rieu concer t scr eening at Dor king Halls, £18.50, 01306
881717
8th 15th 22nd 29th at 8.30, Water mill J azz at Betchwor th Par k Golf Club, £19-25,
07415 815784
12th at 5.55, oper a scr eening at Dor king Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
12th at 7.30, Dante Str ing Quar tet at Dor king Halls, £21, 01306 740619
22nd at 6.45, oper a scr eening at Dor king Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
23rd at 7.00, ballet scr eening at Dor king Halls, £18, 01306 881717
27th at 2.00, oper a scr eening at Dor king Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
30th at 6.45, oper a scr eening at Dor king Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
Happy New Year! January offers just a few concerts, together with lots of screenings of opera, ballet and concerts at the Dorking Halls.
The Dante String Quartet will give the first of a series of three concerts, arranged
by the Dorking Concertgoers. These four young players appeared in Dorking just a
few years ago, when they gave some excellent performances, and we are privileged
to have them back again. Each concert will feature one of Beethoven’s three powerful ‘Razumovsky’ quartets and this concert includes the first of them. The Dante
quartet will also play an autobiographical quartet by Smetana and a quartet by
Haydn. Two further concerts will follow in February.
January’s lunchtime concert at St Martin’s Church will be given by Oliver and Sam
Hancock and is based around the music of Flanders and Swann. Watermill Jazz
begin their 25th year with a concert by the acclaimed singer, pianist and songwriter
Joe Stilgoe. The programme continues with the Scott Hamilton Quartet (15th), the
Alina Bzhezhinska Quartet (22nd), and the Karen Sharp Quartet (29th).

The voting was so close with only a few votes between them and even the trees
that are not mentioned in these results all got a good number of votes. Well done
to all of you and thank you for taking part!
Oh yes the knitted tree.... we had guesses from 94 - 975! The actual total was 157
and Barbara Skinner from Brockham was the only person to guess the precise
number, so that was lucky!!

At the Dorking Halls you can see Tchaikovsky’s Queen of Spades from the Royal
Opera House – live on 22nd and then in a recording on 27th. Less often seen than
Eugene Onegin, this is a dark and brooding opera filled with some gorgeous and
deeply emotional music. Also from the Royal Opera there is Verdi’s tragic La
Traviata on 30th. From the Metropolitan Opera in New York comes something of
a rarity – Adriana Lecouvreur by the Italian composer Francesco Cilea. André
Rieu’s New Year concert from Sydney is screened live on 5th and repeated the
next day. Finally there is a recording from the Bolshoi Ballet in Moscow of La
Bayadere.

Pam Armitage

Ian Codd
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And Finally…..Our Community project. A knitted
Christmas Tree. 157 Scarves knitted by parishioners in the villages and all going in Christmas boxes
to Eastern Europe next year.
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