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Parish Letter—July 2019 

Dear Friends 

I recently attended a ‘quiet day’. In all honesty I am not very 
good at these because I get very frustrated and fidgety, but 
this time it was surprisingly different as I took stock of where 
I had come from, where I am, and where the destination lies.  

During the day we were encouraged to reflect upon our lives 
as a journey, by using the imagery of the M25 surrounding London.  There are the 
various A and B roads that pump life in and out of the city, and a multitude of 
train routes which intersect, and disappear underground through long tunnels as 
they continue their journey out of sight. Looking upwards, we see the roaring 
engines of the planes which power out of Gatwick, and yet the North Downs 
possesses the most ancient of roads, the Pilgrims’ Way, which stretches from 
Winchester to Canterbury and has, over the years, accommodated hundreds of 
pilgrims on foot. There is a myriad of routes, ancient and modern, which are open 
to us in a relatively small area of East Surrey. As we picture this, we can ask 
ourselves: where are we on our journey? Where have we come from, where are 
we now, and where are we heading?  

As Christians, we proclaim that God is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end. But God is also the bit in-between! The day encouraged me to put into 
perspective where I see God in my life by asking the questions: where do I 
encounter the ‘A’ roads that pump life and sustain me, and where do I try and 
escape by the fastest means possible!?   

God’s Kingdom is not a place that we aim to get to, God’s Kingdom surrounds us. 
However, in order to recognise and receive the Kingdom, it requires us to set 
aside our earthly wants and needs, and look for the beauty and sense of fulfilment 
in focusing on what sustains and gives us life. That can be achieved through the 
realisation of how good it feels when we are able to travel together, to belong, and 
to share experiences. 

Our lives are full of intersections, where we decide to take one route only to find 
another would have been quicker, (but I bet by taking the longer way the scenery 
is so much nicer!). Now and again we get caught in a jam, we have nowhere to 
turn and our only option is to sit and wait it out. These are all metaphors but it 
helps us to picture our lives and to try to see from a different perspective how God 
is present in each and every situation, no matter how hard or easy the journey may 
be. Our lives can be very busy at times with no room to manoeuvre, yet other 
periods may offer opportunities to try new routes and new ventures as other 
commitments fall away.  

Most Sundays, you will hear a plea of some kind through pews news or notices, 
asking for volunteers or donations. Although necessary for various events to 
happen, it can also feel intimidating and a bit overwhelming, especially to those 
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who have even felt quite guilty because they are unable to respond in a way they 
think they should, or as others think they should!  

The pleas that are put out are for people to respond to if or when the time is right 
to detour from their main route, and when the extra time is given freely and 
willingly, rather than out of necessity. For most people, the time is not now and 
that is fine; church should not feel like a chore, something to be done and at the 
end try to find the best route to get away, but rather a place of rest, a place of 
comfort like the service station when you are desperately hungry or need the 
facilities. This can be a place of utter relief, and a breather from the road where 
full concentration is needed! Church should be a place of refreshment, and 
sanctuary as we refuel for the week ahead. But it’s worth remembering, like fuel, 
it remains with us until we run on empty and we grind to a halt, so top up 
regularly in order to keep moving!  

God Bless  
Anna  

CLEANING ROTA – July 2019 

 

Date Chancel Nave Aisles 

5th July Pam Armitage 
Julie Hardy 
Barbara Pruszynska 

Bridget Ridley 
Diana Fitchett 

12th July Diana North 
Heather Hutton 
Charmain Stow 

  

19th July Lynn Scotcher 
Gaye Wickens 
Eiluned Slot 

Barbara Pruszynska 
Sarah Chalker 

26th July Geri Hollingworth 
Jane Ferrett 
Anne Forrest 

  

2nd August Julie Hardy 
Gaye Wickens 
Eiluned Slot 

Sarah Chalker 
Diana North 

9th August Jane Ferrett 
Lynn Scotcher 
Diana Fitchett 

  

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Holy Baptism 

We welcome into membership of the church: 

Isobel Loise O'Hare, daughter of Mark and Francesca on 19th May 2019 and 

Wulfred Grey Arthur Wilkinson, son of John and Kerry on 26th May 2019. 
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JULY SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S 

Date St. Michael’s Betchworth St. Mary’s Buckland 

7th July 
3rd Sunday  
after Trinity 

 
 
10:45am Sunday Club*  
 
11am Parish Communion  

9:30am Parish Communion 

14th July 
4th Sunday  
after Trinity  

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
11am Matins** 

 
9:30am Iona Parish  
Communion 
 

21st July 
5th Sunday  
after Trinity  

 8am Holy Communion 

28th July 
6thSunday  
after Trinity 

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
 
11am Parish Communion 

 
 
9:30am Parish Communion 

5pm Choral Evensong  

10:30am Family   
Service at St Michael’s, Betchworth 

 

4th August 
7thSunday  
after Trinity 

 
 
11am Parish Communion 

9:30am Parish Communion 
 

11th August 
8thSunday  
after Trinity 

8am Holy Communion 
 
 
11am Parish Communion** 

 
9:30am Parish Communion 
 
 
 

*     In the Hamilton Room 
**   Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are 

just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together 
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BIG BREKKIE FOR CHRISTIAN AID 

My thanks to all who came to our Big Brekkie. It was lovely to see so many faces, 
including visitors from foreign lands courtesy of Paul & Madeleine Reitchel, our 
Archdeacon Moira Aston and the Rector and her family. Huge thanks to my 
helpers: my sous chef Sue Haynes, my coffee, tea and toast maker John Miller, 
our waiter Tom Briscombe and, by no means least, Margaret Miller, who washed 
up, cleared up and generally kept things moving. I hope everyone enjoyed 
themselves as much as we certainly did. 

Liz Vahey 

BETCHWORTH, BROCKHAM AND BUCKLAND (THE 3Bs) 

Commemorating and Remembering the 100th Anniversary of the end of The 
First World War 1914 - 1919 

The 3Bs are going to jointly commemorate the signing of 
the Peace Treaty in 1919 by holding an exhibition. 

The exhibition will show how the First World War 
affected our three villages and will be held in Brockham 
Village Hall on the 9th and 10th November 2019. 

The Betchworth Village Archives Team led by Jane le 
Cluse and Karen Wilson will be displaying the Betchworth 
contributions, and we will also be exhibiting the great 
work undertaken by James Day on the men on the 
Buckland Memorial. 

Tony Hines will be arranging the Brockham contribution 
with a poster for each of the 33 servicemen named on the 
Brockham War Memorial. 

BIN DAY 

THURSDAY IS BIN DAY!  (Not Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday, Tuesday or 
Wednesday). Please consider your neighbours, fellow villagers, and those 
travelling through your village, and help to keep it tidy by taking your bin back to 
your property as soon as you are able after the collection has taken place. If you 
are currently unhappy about any aspect of your bin collection please contact Mole 
Valley on 01306 885001. 

Marion Hallett 
Clerk, on behalf of Betchworth Parish Council  

 

 

Parish Magazine                         29 Betchworth -  July 2019 

Local Services 



Parish Magazine                         Betchworth -  July 2019 28 

 

Local Services 

 

 

Parish Magazine                         5 Betchworth -  July 2019 

Village Reports and Notices 

CHURCH COLLECTIONS IN MAY 

Not Gift-Aided  £124.60 
Gift Aided   £575.57 
Sundries   £81.02 
TOTAL   £781.19 

UNDER SURVEILLANCE 

The Parish Council has received an increased number of letters and emails from 
residents regarding excessive speeding in the village, in particular along 
Snowerhill Road, Wellhouse Lane and Gadbrook Road. The Police have been 
informed, but so that the problem can be tackled effectively, they have requested 
that you please report each incident to them at www.surrey.police.uk/contact/af/
contact-us and, if it is safe to do so, please take a picture and record the number 
plate of the vehicle. In this way, an accurate pattern of behaviour can be recorded 
and dealt with successfully as a matter of urgency, before a serious accident takes 
place. 

On another note, fly-tipping ‘hot spots’ have recently appeared along Sandy Lane 
and Wonham Lane, sometimes consisting of amounts of domestic garden waste 
and builders’ rubble.  It is necessary for every incident to be reported to the Local 
Council, no matter how large or small, to help them build up an accurate pattern 
of behaviour in order to tackle it effectively. A new team has been set up at 
MVDC to focus on, and help eliminate, fly tipping.  If you see some in your area 
please email asb@molevalley.gov.uk. Also, if it is safe to do so, please take and 
send a photo with your email. 

And thirdly….a large number of Nitrous Oxide canisters (used and unused) were 
recently found at two locations in Betchworth; at the top and bottom of The 
Common Field (the crop field adjacent to the path linking the Village Shop to The 
Walled Garden). Nitrous Oxide is a legal ‘high’, with a variety of side effects, 
which you can read more about on www.drugwise.org.uk/nitrous-oxide. The 
Police have been informed, but if you spot any suspicious activity and, if it is safe 
to do so, please report it to asb@molevalley.gov.uk. 

These are just some of the matters which are raised and discussed at Parish 
Council meetings. At the time of writing Betchworth Parish Council still has one 
vacancy for a member of the community to join the Parish Council. Please get in 
touch with the Clerk at clerk.betchworth-pc.gov.uk or Chair, Julie Hardy, 
(julie.hardy@betchworth-pc.gov.uk) if you are interested and would like to find 
out more. Alternatively, come along to a meeting (the next one will be September 
2nd 2019).  
Marian Hallett 
Clerk, on behalf of Betchworth Parish Council 
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RUBY ANNIVERSARY OF THE BETCHWORTH 
TENNIS TOURNAMENT  

Saturday July 20th and Sunday July 21st  

What is really important about this special event is the 
chance to make new friends, refresh faded acquaintances and 
celebrate 40 years of tennis in the village. 

9.30 AM – SATURDAY 20TH JULY (PLEASE NOTE EARLIER START 
TIME) 

Knockout matches begin 

1.00 pm Lunch – Woodstock Farm, Gadbrook Road. 

Sian and Ed Winter have generously offered to organize the Ploughman’s Lunch. 
It’s ‘Pay as you eat’ wet or fine any time after 1.00 pm. Competitors please come 
and bring your friends and supporters. Ring Sian 07776 8244000 for directions. 
Everyone is welcome. 

7.00 pm: BBQ – at Ravenleigh, Station Road.  Many thanks to Charles and Julie 
Hardy for offering once again to host this lovely evening. 

All the usual fun and games, plenty to eat and drink and some good music for a 
bop or two. Pay as you eat and drink. Bring the family and friends, young and old, 
and maybe a folding chair or two. Swimming only with parental supervision. 
01737 843327. 

SUNDAY 21ST JULY 

2.30 pm Tennis Semis and Finals and Tea – The Red House, Old Reigate Road 

Audience participation is essential at the semi-finals so please 
come and join in to ooh and aah, cheer and even hiss – but only at 
the occasional poor line call or sleeping linesman of course! 

Our hosts, Eiluned and Peter, are again welcoming everyone to their perfectly 
sited grassy mound, from which you may view, in agony or ecstasy, the semis and 
final. Come early to secure the best chairs – or bring your own and maybe an 
umbrella for rain or sun – and keep fingers crossed for good weather. As usual a 
delicious English Garden Tea will be provided by the ladies of the village. 

After the final, Lucy Keays will present a posy to Lady Corinna Hamilton who 
has kindly agreed to present the cup to the winners. The cup was given 40 years 
ago in memory of the late General Goulburn. 
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J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCK-
HAM 

TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

Myra V. Baston 
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST 

 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

Craniosacral Therapist 
 

15a Dene Street, Dorking  RH4 2DB 
Tel:  01306 889680 

 

Josh Flynn 
Gardening Maintenance 

 

Grass Cu�ng – Hedge Cu�ng – Tree Surgery 
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control 

 
Tel:  01737 202179 
Mob: 07920 715779 

 



Parish Magazine                         Betchworth -  July 2019 26 

 

Local Services 

 

 

Parish Magazine                         7 Betchworth -  July 2019 

Village Reports and Notices 
HOW IT WORKS! 

Saturday 20th July – 9.30 am 

Each pair plays everyone else in their group in a match of eight games.  After four 
games, you change partners.  Each individual records the number of games they 
win. The individual male and female with the most games won when all matches 
are complete is that group’s couple for the quarter-finals. 

The quarter-finals are at 4.30 pm on the Saturday, at Group 1 for groups 1, 2 and 
3, and Group 4 for groups, 4, 5 and 6. These matches will be the best of five 
games, with the couple with the lowest number of games being eliminated. 

Rules: no knocking-up after the first match played, one deuce only – next point 
wins. 

Sunday 21st July – 2.30 pm 

Finals day will, as usual, start at 2.30 pm at The Red House: one set for the semi 
finals, best of three for the final. 

Good luck! 

HELP NEEDED: 9 small flower  table decorations 

TENNIS BALLS: 6 new balls will be given to each cour t par ticipating. Please 
put £1 in the tin for each lost ball. Thanks. 

MOBILE PHONE: This can be useful for  communication but please try not 
to distract players in mid point! 

ENTRY FEE: There is an entry fee of £7.50 per  person, to include a mystery 
gift! Please give your money to the first couple in each group on Court A. 
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TENNIS TOURNAMENT GROUPS 
 
ALL COUPLES SHOULD GATHER ON COURT A OF THEIR GROUP AT 
9.30 AM.  
 
Group 1 
Court A - Little Abbots, Snowerhill Road - Susie Redburn 
Court B - The Old House, The Street - John Stone 
1) Susie Redburn and Jack Allsop 
2) Chris Hardy and partner 
3) Harriet Allsop and partner 
4) John Stone and Naomi Makin 
5) Martin and Jane Ferrett 

 

Group 2 
Court A - The Old Laundrie, Gadbrook Road - Kate Kerven 
Court B - Brettenham Barn, Gadbrook Road - Ros Rokison 
1) Kate and William Kerven 
2) Harriet and Ed Knoefel 
3) Bertie Edwards-Hedges and Rachel Higgins 
4) Paul and Jackie Ellison 
5) Alice Kennedy and David Hedges 
6) Joan Bird and partner 
 
Group 3 
Court A - Gadbrook House, Gadbrook Road - Fiona Patterson-Knight 
Court B - Woodstock Farm, Gadbrook Road - Sian Winter 
1) Fiona Patterson-Knight and Peter Shakeshaft 
2) Ed and Natasha Sykes 
3) Joseph Kerven and partner 
4) Bruce and Karen Knoefel 
5) Alistair and Maddie Hardy 
6) Sian Winter & partner 
 
Group 4 
Brockham Park (Court A & B) - Linda Slater  
1) Romina and Luca Rushton 
2) Charlie Goldsmith & Louisa Targett 
3) Andrew Parker & Fiona Allsop 
4) Diana Fitchett and Ross Bradley 
5) Dan Armitage & Susanne Willis 
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Group 5 
Court A - Little Santon Farm, Trumpets Hill - Sara Smart 
Court B - The Stables, Sandhills - Tracy Lynch 
1) Sara Smart and Ed Winter 
2) Daniel and Rosie Kerven 
3) Chris and Ian Braidwood 
4) Andrew and Tracy Lynch  
5) Richard Saville and Marion Hallet 
6) Jeremy and Natalia Sykes 
 
Group 6 
Court A - The Red House, Old Reigate Road - Eiluned Slot 
Court B - Norden Hill - The Coombe - Mary Wardlaw 
1) Eiluned Slot and George Bird 
2) Georgina and Nigel Allsop 
3) Hannah and Dom Ferret 
4) Camilla Peterkin and Joe Cummings 
5) Charles and Julie Hardy 

PEBBLECOMBE WI, BETCHWORTH 

Shouts of laughter at our June meeting accompanied fierce competition to win the 
beetle drive which replaced our scheduled speaker, who was unfortunately unable 
to attend. Disappointment turned to hilarity as members showed their skill with a 
dice and relaxed over welcome refreshments, thanks to President Mary Clark. 

The weather was kind for our annual Teas on the Green. The local Scouts kindly 
erected their marquee and we provided copious amounts of homemade cakes, 
scones and savouries to please the most discerning palate. Children entering our 
fancy dress competition came in a wonderful variety of costumes depicting their 
favourite nursery rhymes, making a colourful display for Sunday afternoon 
strollers on the Green. Well behaved dogs came as well, and pointed their owners 
in the direction of tasty titbits as they rummaged for bargains on the stalls or had a 
flutter on the tombola. Curiously, it always seems to be the children who pick the 
winning tickets for their parents.  

The Burial Ground may not seem the best place to hold a meeting but it is the best 
viewing point in Betchworth to see the sunset. That is where we will be for a 
summer picnic on Thursday 4th July, 7.30 pm onwards. Fingers crossed for fine 
weather!  

Pam Patch. 
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 FARM DIARY JULY 

I am all too aware of what a funny old game farming is. The business model is 
based on skilled guess work, speculation, crystal balls and a dusting of luck, not to 
mention fickle old Mother Nature, and these days also what side of the bed she 
got out of. The last month has been no exception, from tests, inspections, 
calibrations, drought to 3 inches of rain in 2 days, to 'Oak Processionary 
Caterpillar' and a trailer full clergy! (Prickly little fellows........the caterpillars not 
the clergy! They were really nice!). So we had our annual farm and food 
assurance inspection, more known as ‘The Little Red Tractor’ scheme, (look out 
for it). From my end of the whole traceability trail it's a good thing, it promotes 
everything you would expect from farmed produce, animal welfare, legal 
obligations, the list goes on, and 4 hours later we qualified for another 
year......phewwww!  

The crop sprayer had its annual test, another box ticked or actually quite a lot of 
boxes, another few hours spent with the man and his fine tooth comb which gets 
finer every year. It’s another worthwhile exercise which is a legal obligation and 
one I'm glad is, since it is a very detailed examination with replacement parts on 
hand and you get to pick the brains of a very knowledgeable examiner. 

So after a very dry Spring and some very deep cracks appearing in cornfields, the 
rain came; now after weeks of dry weather (and I'm not being fussy here......) it 
could have waited 10 days! It came just at the wrong point of flowering on the 
wheat, at this growth stage on the wheat and this amount of rain, the wheat is 
more susceptible to a disease called 'Fusarium mycotoxin'. You never know if 
you've had it until you get it tested after harvest and if you do score above the 
threshold, the wheat won't make it to the human food chain and a lower sale price 
is achieved. 

Oak Processionary Caterpillar is a Mother Nature wrong side of the bed 
incarnation. DEFRA and the Forestry Commission get involved on this one. The 
caterpillars are hard to spot and appear on oak trees; they strip the leaves and have 
poisonous hairs which are very nasty. It's worth looking them up on the web and 
spreading the word, you may even see contractors out and about with a large fan 
blower thing on a truck, spraying trees. 

We had a group of clergy or vicars visit for a short farm walk and a chat about 
what we get up to on the estate and some of the basics of farming. It’s good to 
show what we do and what goes into producing the basic ingredients in many of 
our meals. 

The cows and calves all seem happy, as we check the cattle every day we note 
who is bulling ( on heat ) or not, this is where they chase each other around and 
jump on each other's back. When you turn out there is lots of activity in this 
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department, and as more become pregnant the bull is obviously working less and 
the herd becomes less active, so if there is still a lot of activity then the bull may 
not be working or infertile, this is why the bulls have a full health check every 
year. One problem this year has been lame bulls, if they go off their feet they don't 
feel like doing much chasing, this in turn puts the cows further out of the calving 
pattern we are trying to achieve. It's not too bad if it's later in the bulling season 
but early on it can make a big difference. One bull 'Eric' had a sore foot or leg so 
in he came, out came the vet, and rest was the instruction given, our bull supplier 
happened to be on the phone and instantly said they had a spare bull - problem 
solved and Eric can have a good rest. It seems to be a year for foot problems 
chatting to other farmers, so it's good to know it's not just us. 

Cutting grass for winter feed is being delayed because of rain (I’m not moaning), 
it needs to be dry to the touch going into bales for silage with some sap still in the 
grass. I have refrained from rain dancing for now as it appears I have got quite 
good! 

Martin 

BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 

A magnificent May - almost the perfect month! We played friendlies against 
Dorking, Crawley Town, Southgate Park and Ewhurst and won them all. The only 
slight blip was a draw against Castle Green. We have started our Friendship 
League campaign and ended up with a very unusual result. We won on two rinks 
but lost on two rinks, which means the winner would be decided by which team 
scored the most shots. Remarkably that was tied at 73 all, so we ended up sharing 
the points. That very rarely happens. The most pleasing thing about our games 
was that not only did some of the new members play, but also that some of the 
senior players, who normally only play on roll-up nights, also turned out. All 
played very well and contributed to our success. 

June was a busy month, with numerous club games against local opposition and 
also our internal competitions started, so all members had lots of opportunity to 
play. 

We are very pleased with the number of new members we have gained but would 
always be happy to welcome more players. Accordingly we are having another 
Open Day on the 20th July from 10.00 to 12.00. All you need to do is br ing 
yourself and some flat soled shoes. We will provide the equipment, the coaching 
and the refreshments.Bowls is a fun yet competitive game for all ages, genders 
and ability, so why not come down and meet the members and give it a go. 

If you want to know more about bowls or our club please do not hesitate to 
contact our new Captain, Christine Knight, on 07810 515345 or speak to me when 
I am delivering your parcels. 

Rick Lawrence 
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FRIENDS OF ST MARYS (FOSM) in BUCKLAND 
Invite the Congregation, Members of the Friends, and indeed – 

EVERYONE is WELCOME, to 

    A New Perspective on the History of 
Buckland Church 

A talk by Duncan Ferns 
Followed by a Cheese & Wine reception 

 

 
Held in Buckland Church on Thursday 

Evening, 7pm 
11 July 2019 

 
If you are able to attend, please contact Duncan (fernsdc@gmail.com 

or 07786 966841) 
Or please just turn-up on the night 

 

Retiring collection for The Friends of St Mary’s, 
for the direct support of the fabric of the Church Building 

 

 

Parish Magazine                         21 Betchworth -  July 2019 

Local Services 

SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS 
Brickwork, poin�ng and repairs specialists 

 

35 years experience, Fully Insured 
Free Es�mates 

 

Domes�c, commercial and listed 
buildings, new builds 

 

Lime Mortar, Stonework,  
Crack S�tching 

 

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork 
poin�ng undertaken by tradi�onal 

brickwork pointers 
 

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,  
Church Street, Betchworth 

01737 844364 or 07821 614909 
Email:  markgilbert@live.com;   
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk 
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GATTON PARK EVENTS  JULY AND UP TO AUGUST 9TH 

Family Events 

Please book all events in advance except open days. 

Sunday 7 July. Gatton Country Fair  

A great day out for all the family: animals, country crafts and demonstrations, 
children’s activities and a fun dog show. Gardens and grounds open. 12-5pm. 
Cost: adults £7 children free. Book online or pay cash on the day. 

Monday 29 July - Friday 2 August & Monday 12 - Friday 16 August. Tea in 
the Japanese Garden  

Visitors can enjoy a cream tea in our Japanese tea house with a lovely view and 
exclusive use of the garden. Buggy ride included. 10-11.30am or 2-3.30pm. Cost: 
adults £15 children £7.50. £15 deposit required to reserve booking. Maximum six 
per group. £60 minimum charge. 

Sunday 4 August. Art Fun Day   

Park and gardens open all afternoon, bird hide open, free guided tours and free 
activities for children, including the Wild Things play trail. Tea and cakes are 
available to purchase.  

Art Matters will be holding the annual Art Treasure Hunt. 1-5pm. Cost: adults £5 
children free 

Children’s Activities 

All activities must be booked in advance, unless otherwise stated. Children under 
eight must be accompanied by an adult. 

Thursday 1 August. Gatton Trailtastics: Fairies and Pixies (3+yrs) 

Join us for an enchanted journey looking for the fairy residents of Gatton Park.  A 
self-guided trail with activities. Picnics welcome. 12-3.30pm. Cost: £5 per child  

Monday 5 August. Forest Fun (2-7yrs) 

Join us in our Forest School area, explore Cedar Wood, make woodland crafts and 
enjoy a snack around the fire. 10am-12pm or 1.30-3.30pm. Cost: £7.50 per child 

Wednesday 7 and Friday 9 August. Trails and Tales (2-4yrs) 

Enjoy the story of ‘Singing Mermaid’ and go for a walk in the park to bring the 
story to life. Return to create artwork linked to the story. 10-11.30am or 1.30-
3pm. Cost: £7.50 per child 

Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW 

01737 649068 or events@gatton-park.org.uk or book online at: 
www.gattonpark.com 

Please note: events from Monday August 12th to the end of August will be shown 
in next month’s magazine. 
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Once again we approach the end of another academic year which has seen the 
school continue to go from strength to strength and increase in popularity.  

Our year 6 pupils are looking forward to visiting their new secondary schools; 
most of our pupils are heading for The Ashcombe or The Priory School in 
Dorking. On the same day our new year 3 pupils from Newdigate, St Michael’s 
and our Leigh site will join us for the day and will spend time getting to know our 
Brockham site and meeting their new teacher. We are also looking forward to 
welcoming sixty new children into our Reception classes at Betchworth and 
Brockham. We have a carefully planned induction programme for our youngest 
pupils, ensuring a smooth and happy introduction into their first school. 

The summer term is the time when many classes go out for the day to places 
connected with their learning. Our Year 5 pupils have recently visited Hampton 
Court Palace, our Year 4 children went to explore Bignor Roman Villa and Year 2 
visited Brooklands Museum. Year 3 had a week of adventures, as part of their 
Activity Week, which included an overnight camp on the school field. All these 
visits and activities were linked to the history and/or geography topics they have 
been studying this term.  

Finally, our Year 6 children organised a series of Charity Events, working in 
groups to raise as much money for their chosen charities as they could, each with 
a donation of £10.00 from the School Fund to get them started. It was a 
worthwhile, memorable and enjoyable experience for all involved. Well done to 
everyone!  

Please enjoy the remainder of the summer and many thanks for your ongoing 
support of North Downs Primary. 

Jane Douglass 
Headteacher 
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BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB 

Thursday 18th July 7.30pm 

AGM and a ‘Summer Pie’ Semi-Imposed Evening  

Two of our senior club members will be challenging us all 
to use our imaginations and produce a summer arrangement 
all using the same recycled pie container! 

New members and visitors always welcome.  

Brockham Recreation Ground Pavilion,  
Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT 

Please contact Cat Martin in advance if you wish to come along and for a more 
detailed instruction list for the arrangement on 07710 49859 or catdawes@aol.com 

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Betchworth + Brockham + Buckland 

Our annual Plant Sale this year was a roaring success! 

Mary Rode has taken over the task of organising the 
Sale and brought in fresh new ideas which proved of 
great interest to visitors. Garden ornaments and a 
variety of donated crafts were introduced which 
boosted our sales on the day.  One hundred plants 
were also donated by Simon, a Brockham resident, 
and these sold extremely well.  The Society wishes to 
thank Simon for his kind and generous donation. 

The final total for the Plant Sale this year was 
£334.67. Our best yet! 

Our thoughts are now focusing on the Society’s Autumn Show (September 21st) 
and many of our members are busy growing and nurturing all sorts of flowers, 
fruit and vegetables ready to exhibit in the Show. 

More details regarding entry will be available over the coming months. 

Autumn Show on Saturday, September 21st at Betchworth Village War 
Memorial Hall. 
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At the Dorking Halls, you can see two opera screenings: Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
The Mikado from the English National Opera (5th) and Rossini’s Barber of 
Seville from Glyndebourne (15th). Also, don’t forget that the Grange Park Opera 
season runs until 13th July at West Horsley Place - this year’s operas are Hansel 
and Gretel (Humperdinck), Porgy and Bess (Gershwin), and Don Carlo (Verdi). 
The Dorking Halls is also showing André Rieu’s summer concert from 
Maastricht, live on 27th and repeated on 28th. 

Watermill Jazz meets each Tuesday evening. This month’s performers are: the 
Iain Ballamy Quartet (2nd), the Leon Greening Quartet (9th), Larry Goldings, 
Peter Bernstein and Bill Stewart (16th), the Greg Abate / Steve Fishwick Quintet 
(23rd), and the Reuben James Trio (30th). 

Ian Codd 

JOKE FOR JULY 

Two factory workers were arguing in the canteen. 

‘’This is the finest country in the world,’’ one of them said. 
‘’None of your puppet dictators, none of your palace 
revolutions. This is a democracy.’’ 

‘’Democracy?’’ his mate replied. ‘’Everyone talks about 
democracy, but what do you mean by it?’’ 

‘’I’ll tell you,’’ said the first chap. ‘’You’re going home late at night. You’ve 
missed your bus, it’s pouring with rain and you’re soaked to the skin. Just then 
your boss drives by. He stops the car, picks you up and takes you to his house. He 
lets you dry your clothes in front of the fire, gives you a big meal and a glass of 
his special brandy, and because it’s still raining he lets you stay the night. That’s 
democracy for you.’’ 

‘’But did that ever happen to you?’’ 

‘’No…but it happened to my sister.’’ 
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MUSIC IN DORKING – JULY 

2nd 9th 16th 23rd 30th at 8.30, Water mill J azz at Betchwor th Park Golf Club, 
07415 815784 

5th at 7.30,     Opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

6th at 6.00,     Dorking Choral Society at St Martin’s Church, £15, 07847 
477052 

7th at 6.30,     Holmbury St Mary Choral Soc at St James’, Abinger Common, 
£12.50, 01306 730382 

15th at 7.00,   Opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

20th at 6.00,   Vaughan Williams Singer s at Leith Hill Place, £16.50, 0344 249 
1895 

20th at 7.30,   Dorking Philharmonia at St Martin’s Church, £12, 01306 730640 

27th at 7.00,   André Rieu concer t screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 
881717 

28th at 3.00,   André Rieu concer t screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 
881717 

For its summer concert, Dorking Choral Society will be performing Haydn’s great 
oratorio The Creation. The combined forces of choir, soloists and the New 
London Chamber Orchestra will be conducted by David Young. Please note the 
start time of 6pm (earlier than originally advertised). Holmbury St Mary Choral 
Society is also giving a summer concert, conducted by Amy Bebbington, which is 
entitled ‘Carry Me Home’. 

The Vaughan Williams Singers, a chamber choir formed only last year by Ian 
Assersohn, already well known as the conductor of Leatherhead Choral Society 
and Epsom Male Voice Choir. The choir aims to present entertaining and unusual 
concerts, with innovative programming and polished performances. Their concert 
at Leith Hill Place, the home of the young Ralph Vaughan Williams, is entitled 
‘Songs of Light’ and it will feature sumptuous and radiant music by some of 
today’s best-loved choral composers. Advance booking is required. 

The Dorking Philharmonia, conducted by Paul Newbold, will be playing Mozart’s 
overture to The Magic Flute, Mendelssohn’s incidental music to A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream and Sibelius’ majestic fifth symphony. 
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TEAS ON THE GREEN IN AID OF ST. CATHERINE’S HOSPICE 

Sunday July 7th 2 – 5pm at Brockham Church 
Hall, Brockham Green 

Please come along with friends or family and join 
us in a cup of tea and some delicious cake! 

We will be having a magnificent raffle, a jewellery 
stall, a plant stall and tombola. 

All proceeds will go to St. Catherine’s Hospice. 

We would be very grateful for any donations of 
Cakes, Plants, Tombola or Raffle prizes. If you are able to help in any way, please 
contact Melanie on 07944 787262 or by email on 
melaniesmallbone@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

Computer Courses 

If you are over 55 and live in the Mole Valley area, you can use Age Concern’s 
computer courses based in either Dorking or Leatherhead.  The course runs once a 
week for 6-8 weeks. Topics covered will include: browsing on the internet, basic 
keyboard/mouse skills, using a Laptop/iPad/Tablet/Smart Phone, setting up and 
using your own email or Skype accounts and  internet shopping.  Those who 
already own a laptop or an iPad/Tablet/Smart  Phone are encouraged to learn on 
their own device. Computers can be provided as well – it’s up to you!  Please 
note, you must register your interest by telephoning 01306 899104 / 07442 
017169.         Registered Charity 1111678 
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Village Weekend 12th – 14th July 

One of the stalls on the Green on Saturday afternoon will be our ever-popular 
Pimm’s tent. Please come along and support us. Look out for the campervan and 
we will be right next to that. 

In order for our staff to ‘man’ the stall, and enjoy the weekend, we will be closing 
early on the Saturday at 12.30pm. Please make a note and tell other people. 

Ready for your picnic and entertaining, you can order your rolls, baguettes (and 
pay if possible) in advance. Just speak to any member of staff, preferably by the 
Tuesday of that week. 

Looking for a free family activity in August? 

Look no further than the Shop at Strood Green and take part in a family Treasure 
Hunt. Help us celebrate our 10th birthday and collect your entry forms at the shop 
from August 1st. Prizes will be awarded for winning correct entries, to be drawn 
on September 1st. Grateful thanks to the community whose interesting properties 
are featured on this walk of discovery through our village. Look out for details, 
which will be posted up in the Shop and on Facebook nearer the time. 

Eco Coffee Cups 

Of course we love it when you bring a reusable cup in for your takeaway coffees. 
But if don’t have one, we have some reusable bamboo ones that you can purchase 
in some snazzy colours, £9 each. 

Or, we have started stocking compostable cups and lids, if you need a disposable 
cup. How great is that! 

Christine, and all the Staff. 

01737 - 843965  
Email: stroodgreenshop@gmail.com; www.theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk 
Facebook: The Shop at Strood Green; Twitter: @AtStroodShop 
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DORKING MUSEUM IN JULY 

‘The Days of King Dor - a touring 
exhibition from Leasingstede Museum’. 
The creation of artist Jane Williams, it 
challenges visitors to question their views 
of Dorking’s history. It features a display 
of artefacts from Dorking’s past, but not a 
past that any local historians would 
recognise. Jane describes it as “an 
affectionate spoof, just enough to nudge 
people to question their trust in what is put 
before them.”    

Gallery Talk, Thursday July 11th: ‘The Lore of Leasingstede’.  A chance to 
meet the exhibition’s creator, Jane Williams, aka the Other Curator of 
Leasingstede Museum.  Talk at the Museum, 7pm, doors open 6.30pm.  
Admission, £5, via the website or on the door. 

Guided walks in July:  

Hidden Dorking Historic Walk: Sunday 
14th July, 11am, from the Museum.   

The Deepdene Trail guided walk: 
Sunday 14th July, 2pm from Dorking 
Golf Club clubhouse.   

The walks take an hour and a half. See 
website for details, further dates, 
alternative walks and bookings. Group 

bookings can be made through the website or admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk. 

South Street Caves tours: Take a tr ip under  the streets of Dorking to explore 
the famous 17th century caves. Tours last 45 minutes. Open Day on Saturday 27th 
July, tours 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm. Check website for  details and fur ther  
dates, or email caves@dorkingmuseum.org.uk to arrange a group tour. 

Volunteers needed: Would you like to be par t of a vibrant community-run 
project bringing local history to life?  If you are interested, please look at the 
volunteer opportunities page on our website, contact 
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or fill in the online application form. 

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street RH4 1BS.  Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
10am-4pm.  
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.   
Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or 01306 876591. 


