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Parish Letter - October 2019 
Dear Friends 

As the autumn takes hold after summer, I find the changing of 
the seasons rather comforting. Although I have enjoyed the 
light summer evenings, being able to walk the dog across the 
Chimney Pots at the end of the day, I enjoy the dark nights as 
well, where a nice cup of tea and a blanket tucked up by the 
fire also brings its benefits and sense of cosiness!  

The winter months, however, can also invoke a feeling of 
anxiety and fear, especially for those living alone, as the dark nights creep in 
earlier and earlier. As I write for this month’s magazine, the month of October also 
brings with it the dreaded ‘H’ word… Halloween! In a previous parish, the 
incumbent was very strict in that there was to be no mention of the H word, which 
for a few members of the parish immediately initiated a sense of apprehension and 
foreboding.  

So, with this in mind, I am going to knock the taboo out of Halloween and bring 
the festival back to light where it belongs, so that we may celebrate and not be 
scared!  

As many of you will know, Halloween was shortened from All Hallows Eve, 
marking the first chapter of the story which concludes with All Hallows (All 
Saints’) day. On All Saints’ Day, we know and celebrate that death is not the end, 
that when we die we spend eternity with Jesus, with new life stronger than death. 

So, Halloween is a time where we can draw comfort from that and confront all that 
scares us in life. Halloween is an opportunity for children to do what they always 
do when working out issues of life… play!! If approached with a sense of wonder 
rather than cynicism, it is a perfect opportunity to educate children from a Christian 
perspective. Halloween enables children to unpack all the usual ‘baddies’ in fairy 
tales – witches, ghosts, skeletons and vampires – and confront all that scares them, 
including death. Then, on All Saints’ Day, we hear the second half of the story – 
that death is not the end, that we do not become eerie ghosts when we die, but we 
spend eternity with God and those we love but no longer see. 

Children dressing up as witches doesn’t mean they are interested in the occult. 
They are simply working out, through play, good and evil. I do not know about 
you, but I cannot think of one story in my childhood where the hero/heroine loses! 
Whether it be a vampire, a witch, a ghost or a goblin, these playfully represent the 
DARKNESS and fear in the world around us. But as we hear from St John’s 
Gospel 1:5, ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it’. God is always with us in our times of fear, and when we can’t see the road 
ahead, ‘Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path’ Psalm 119:105.  

It is an interesting fact that the playful act of Trick-or-Treating began in the British 
Isles with children going from door to door singing for ‘soul cakes’ to remember 
the dead. (Sting on YouTube does a beautiful rendition). 
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Also, the tradition of carving a lantern also came from Christianity – this time in 
Ireland and was used to scare away the devil. 

So, the origins of Halloween are steeped in Christianity, although unfortunately 
the commercialisation of Halloween has meant that the costumes have got rather 
sinister, causing fear and trepidation. But like all things that we face in life that 
challenge us, it’s worth pausing to try and look from a different perspective, and 
by doing so it allows us to question and consider where God is in all this!   

Happy Halloween 

God Bless 

Anna 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

HOLY BAPTISM 

We welcome into membership of the Church  
Archie Simon Reed – son of Daniel John Reed & Rebecca Emily Long on 8th 
September 
Emily Dee Foster – daughter of Martin Alexander Foster and Gail Jayne Foster on 
15th September 
 
WEDDINGS  
We send our congratulations to 
Leon Marcus Batchelor & Rebecca Lucy Pearson on 7th September 
 
FUNERALS AND BURIAL GROUND 

We send our condolences to friends and families of those who have died 

Edith Diana Pitney, who died on the 6th August aged 98 of 5 The Quarry, 
Betchworth. 

Christine Bernadette Luff, who died on the 13th August aged 95, formerly of Old 
School Lane, Brockham. 

CHURCH COLLECTIONS FOR AUGUST: 

Non Gift Aided    £142.08 

Gift Aided            £407.00 

Sundries               £175.35 

TOTAL                £724.48 
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www.viviencresswell.co.uk www.viviencresswell.co.uk 

Richard Mason, NCH Arb 
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 

and Arboriculturist                       
Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3  7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 

www.viviencresswell.co.uk 
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SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE DEPARTED. 

This will be held on Sunday 27th October. A completely new list will be star ted 
this year. There will be a red folder at the back of the church during October for 
names of those you wish to have included. As this will be a new list, if you wish to 
have a name inserted please ensure that you have added it to the list. Names from 
previous years will not be automatically included. It is your responsibility to put the 
name on the list. However, the names of those who have died in the twelve months 
from October 2018 will be included. 

Liz Vahey 

Churchwarden 

CLEANING ROTA – October 2019 

Date Chancel Nave Aisles 

4
th

 Oct. 
Jane Ferrett Lynn Scotcher 

Diana Fitchett 
  

11th Oct. 
Pam Armitage Julie Hardy 

Barbara Pruszynska 
Bridget Ridley 
Diana Fitchett 

18th Oct. 
Diana North Heather Hutton 

Charmain Stow 
  

25th Oct. 
Lynn Scotcher Gaye Wickens 

Eiluned Slot 
Barbara Pruszynska 
Sarah Chalker 

1st Nov. 
Geri Hollingworth Jane Ferrett 

Anne Forrest 
  

8th Nov. 
Julie Hardy Gaye Wickens 

Eiluned Slot 
Sarah Chalker 
Diana North 

I CAN’T FIND MY WAY HOME 

Do you recognise either of these plates? They were 
used for serving Refreshments at Rev Anna Moore's 
induction service, but not collected afterwards. Please 
contact Margaret Miller on 01737 842098 or email: 
jma.miller@btinternet.com to be reunited with the rest 
of the dinner service.  

Thank you, 

Margaret Miller 
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Date St. Michael’s Betchworth St. Mary’s Buckland 

 

6th October 
Trinity   16 

 
 
 

11 am Family  
Service** 

 
5 pm  Evensong 

   

8am Holy Communion 
 

9.30am Parish  
Communion (Harvest) 

13th October 
Trinity  17 

8 am Holy Communion 
 
 

11 am Parish Communion** 

 
9.30 am Parish  

Communion (Iona) 

20th  October 
 

Trinity  18 

 
8am Holy Communion 

11.00 am Family Parish  
Communion ** 

   9:30am Parish  
   Communion 

27th  October 
 

Last Sunday 
after Trinity 
Bible Sunday 

 

8am Holy Communion 
 
 

11am Matins ** 

 
9:30am Parish  
Communion 

 
4 pm All Souls Service 

 

3rd November 
 

All Saints 

11am Parish Communion ** 
 

5 pm Evensong 

8am Holy Communion 
 

9:30am Parish  
Communion 

 
 

*     In the Hamilton Room 
**   Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are 

just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together 

OCTOBER SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S  AND  ST MARY’S 
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TOYS AND GIFTS FOR CHRISTMAS 

The Toy Service at St Michael’s is early this year, on Sunday November 3rd at 
the 11 a.m. Family Service. This is to enable Welcare to set up their Christmas 
choosing ‘shop’ for their families in good time for Christmas. 

Families are asked to bring gifts of toys and creative activities to donate to the 
Welcare Toy Stall, which enables families who could not otherwise buy gifts, to 
choose presents for their children. Welcare are also happy to receive gifts of 
‘smellies’ and other nice personal care gifts for the older brothers and sisters. 

Please do not include soft toys in your gift. Gifts will be presented at the service 
and blessed. 

Thank you in advance  Welcare. 

                                                                             THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY   

Now that the summer holidays are over, and the children back at school, thoughts 
turn to the next major holiday, Christmas. A time when families celebrate together 
and children look forward to opening their presents. This is also the time when the 
Children’s Society holds their  special fund-raising events. If you have one of the 
House collecting boxes which needs emptying, could you please bring it to either 
St Mary’s or St Michael’s and give it to me, Margaret Miller, or a Church War-
den. Alternatively, contact me on 01737 842098 to arrange collection. 

 

We will be holding a Christingle Service at St Michael’s Church, 

at 11am on Sunday 15th December 

The Christingle collecting boxes will be distributed at the Toy service on 3rd No-
vember, and available for  collection in each Church after  that. Over  the past 
50 years, Christingle celebrations have played a huge part in fund raising for the 
Children’s Society, making the difference to a vulnerable young person’s life, 
recovering from the ordeals they have faced and looking forward to a brighter 
future.  Please support the Children’s Society and Christingle as much as you can. 
Thank you, 

Margaret  Miller    
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 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCK-
HAM 

TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

Myra V. Baston 
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST 

 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

Craniosacral Therapist 
 

15a Dene Street, Dorking  RH4 2DB 
Tel:  01306 889680 

THE HAIR S TUDIO 
ON BROCKHAM GREEN 

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm 

Unisex sa lon 

Carefree hair for  

your ind ividua l needs 

Tel 01737 843533 

 

Josh Flynn 
Gardening Maintenance 

 

Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery 
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control 

 
Tel:  01737 202179 
Mob: 07920 715779 
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S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  

 

 Chris 
  Long 
                    

 

 

 

 GRASSCUTTING 

 HEDGE CUTTING 

 GARDEN CLEARANCE 

 SHED & GARAGE 
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS 

 

TEL:  01737 844039 
MOB: 07887 505811 
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Village Reports and Notices 
THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH 

Now is a good time to join our society and there is no waiting list. For £35 you 
will hear 10 excellent lectures on a range of arts subjects. The September lecture 
is on Constable’s Great Landscapes: Materials and Techniques of Constable’s 
Exhibited Oils of the 1820s and 1830s, given by Sarah Cove, a lecturer, 
conservator and technical art historian. Sarah is an authority on Constable, 
notably appearing on the BBC’s Fake or Fortune. 

The October lecture is on Opera: The Melting Pot of Cultures, given by Sarah 
Lenton, a writer and broadcaster on Radios 3 & 4. She has directed more than 20 
shows for the Royal Opera House. 

The November lecture is on The Bayeux Tapestry.  

The complete list of the coming year’s lectures can be seen on our website: 
theartssocietybetchworth.org.uk Here you will see that we also organise 
visits to places of interest and every year we also have a tour. The next tour is to 
Umbria in Italy in May next year. 

Our year starts in September and finishes in July 2020, so now is an excellent 
time to join us. If you want to join, ring Carole Evans, our membership secretary, 
on 01372 452563 

Ian Caldwell 01306 882178 

BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

HEARTSTART COURSE  

Betchworth has two defibrillators in public places for use in an emergency. One is 
at Betchworth Village Hall, Station Road (opposite Knights), and the other at the 
entrance to Woodstock Farm, Gadbrook Road.Following a very successful event a 
couple of years ago, Betchworth Parish Council is intending to host another even-
ing Heartstart Course so that as many people as possible are equipped to know 
how to use them. Please register your interest in attending this event at 
clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk . 

VEGETATION 

This is a great time of year to give your hedges and front gardens some attention, 
particularly if you have vegetation which has the habit of ‘escaping’ and creeping 
onto public pavements or overhanging footpaths or highways. Please take a mo-
ment to have a good tidy up so that the pavements are clear for those wishing to 
use them. 

With thanks  

Marion Hallett 
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For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC –  COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL 
 

 

 

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating 
 

Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting 
 

Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work 
 

 

 

For Free Advice and Estimates call: 
 

01737 843844  or  07850 563091 

For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC –  COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL 
 

 

 

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating 
 

Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting 
 

Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work 
 

 

 

For Free Advice and Estimates call: 
 

01737 843844  or  07850 563091 

http://artssocietybetchworth.org.uk
mailto:clerk@betchworth-pc.gov.uk
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www.rsande.co.uk 
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Village Reports and Notices 
                                                            PEBBLECOMBE W.I. BETCHWORTH 

Tattooing may not be for you, but Medical Tattooing is very different and was the 
main theme in a talk on camouflage specialist make-up, given by expert Rae 
Denman. Rae is a medical tattooist, who trained with the British Association of 
Skin Camouflage for temporary coverage of burns and scars and with Finishing 
Touches for Permanent Cosmetics and Medical Tattooing. He is also leading NHS 
clinics at Morriston Hospital Burns and Plastics Unit.  

Scars, burns and blemishes can be a source of anxiety, lowering confidence and 
having a bad psychological effect. Rae took us through the history of camouflage 
make-up, pioneered by Max Factor for severe burns as well as for theatrical use. 
Lynda O'Leary, a chemist and artist, patented her version and Archibald McIndoe 
used camouflage make-up for casualties wounded and burned in World War II. 
The Katie Piper Foundation also uses camouflage make-up, to help people 
affected by acid burns and scars to regain their confidence and take their place 
back in the community. Now based in Reigate, Rae runs private clinics from 
Harley Street in London and Surrey, and offers a scar clinic at The McIndoe 
Clinic, East Grinstead.  

Before and After images of patients who have benefitted from medical tattooing, 
post mastectomy, nipple and areola pigmentation, cleft lip, alopecia, eyebrows 
and birth marks and many other cases, demonstrated the value of this procedure. 
This was an educational and uplifting talk, showing how the excellence of 
specialist camouflage make-up and medical tattooing can sympathetically help 
people distressed by their scar or skin defects.  

Now that autumn is on its way, bonfires are on the agenda. Andy Thomas will talk 
on the History of Bonfires, on Thursday 3rd October, at the Hamilton Room, 
Betchworth at 7.45 pm. 

A warm welcome awaits members and friends, new and old.  

Pam Patch.  

                                                                                         JOKE FOR OCTOBER 

A young couple purchased an old, run-down, abandoned farm with plans to turn it 
into a thriving organic enterprise. The fields were grown over with weeds, the 
farmhouse was falling apart, and the fences were broken down. 

The village vicar stopped by to bless the family’s work, saying, “May you and 
God work together to make this the farm of your dreams!” 

A few months later, the preacher stopped by again to call on the young farmers. 
He couldn’t believe his eyes. The farm house was completely rebuilt and in 
excellent condition, there were plenty of cattle and other livestock happily 
munching on feed in well-fenced pens, and the fields were filled with crops 
planted in neat rows. “Amazing!” the preacher said. “Look what God and you 
have accomplished together!” 

“Yes, Vicar,” said the farmer’s wife, “but remember what the farm was like when 
God was working it alone!” 



Parish Magazine                         Betchworth  October-  2019 12 

 

Village Reports and Notices 

 
 

Be the best you can be, every day 

 

What an exciting start to the school year! Before we know where we are it will be 
time for bonfire celebrations. Time passes so quickly in a school; we have already 
begun to plan our Christmas celebrations - but more of that next month. In 
addition, we continue to focus on our Whole School Values, which are ‘Kindness, 
Responsibility, Collaboration, Determination, Creativity and Trust’.  

Our year 4 children are off for their residential visit to High Ashurst Outdoor 
Education Centre this month. During their stay there they will embark upon a 
number of outdoor challenges, developing teamwork, cooperation and confidence 
building. For many of our children this will be their first extended stay away from 
home and family; other than their Year 3 camp night last July, when we all slept 
out in tents on the school’s eco-field. It will remain to be seen whether any of the 
adults accompanying the children actually get any sleep at all!  

Currently the children are now in school full time and are very settled, 
particularly our new Reception children some of whom are still only four years 
old. Even though the new school year has only really just begun, we have Open 
Mornings planned for any prospective parents seeking school places for 
September 2020. The first is at our Brockham site on Wednesday 6th November, 
followed by a session at our Betchworth site on Thursday 7th November. Both 
mornings begin at 9.30am. Please visit the school website for further information 
at www.northdowns.surrey.sch.uk 

In addition, we do have a few job vacancies in the school at present, for Teaching 
Assistant roles and Afterschool Club Assistant Supervisors. If you would like 
further details please do contact the school office on 01737 841700 or email 
info@northdowns.surrey.sch.uk 

Jane Douglass 

Headteacher 
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MOT Testing 

Station 
 

 

Repairs & Servicing 

to all makes 
 

 

Reigate Road 
Buckland, 

Near Reigate 
 

01737 
242766 

SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS 
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists 

 

35 years experience, Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

 

Domestic, commercial and listed 
buildings, new builds 

 

Lime Mortar, Stonework,  
Crack Stitching 

 

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork 
pointing undertaken by traditional 

brickwork pointers 
 

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,  
Church Street, Betchworth 

01737 844364 or 07821 614909 
Email:  markgilbert@live.com;   
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk 

http://www.northdowns.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:info@northdowns.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:markgilbert@live.com
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DDOS GREEN ROOM THEATRE, DORKING 

AN EVENING WITH ALAN BENNETT 

23rd – 26th OCTOBER 2019 7.45 pm 

Rear of the Dorking Halls, RH4 1SG 

Tickets from £10 

DDOS hope to delight you with an evening in the company of a National Treas-
ure! 

With a poignant one act play and three monologues from the first Talking Heads 
series originally 

performed by Julie Walters, Patricia Routledge and the author, it promises to be 
a feast of entertainment. 

Put the dates in your diary right now and join us for, as Alan would say, “A 
little adventure”. 

ALSO IN OCTOBER FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY!!!! 

FRIDAY, 11th OCTOBER at 7.45 pm 

Back by popular demand:   

THE TRAVESTY OF RICHARD 111 (a hilarious 2-man show) 

By Ian Renshaw, Helen Manners and William Shakespeare 

All tickets available now from : 

 Dorking  Halls Box Office 01306 881717 or 

www.dorkinghalls.co.ltd 

Small Ads 

OSTEOPATHY AVAILABLE 

Paul Wright, Bodywright Osteopathy, The Old Nurseries, Kiln Lane, Brockham, 
RH3 7LX. 

Telephone: 07873 541713 Website: www.bodywright.co.uk. Email: book-
ings@bodywright.co.uk 

 

 

Parish Magazine                         13 Betchworth October -  2019 

Village Reports and Notices 
                                                                                                          FARM DIARY  

Well....... That was that! Harvest came and went, there was a period of rain in the 
middle which dragged it out a bit, which in turn managed to turn the wheat from 
milling quality to feed as it lost its 'hagberg', which is its ability to make a good 
standard of dough. On the plus side it’s all in the barn and it’s dry, which is the 
main battle. 

The winter barley did well, which is cut in the first half of harvest, and our oilseed 
rape did ok: 1.5 ton/acre, which was due to pigeons and flea beetle as it should be 
nearer 2t. Flea beetle is becoming one of the biggest challenges in growing oilseed 
rape and the reason many people are giving up on it. The only way to control it is 
spraying when damaged plants are observed, whereas 3 or 4 years ago the seed 
came treated with an insecticide which dealt with the flea beetle, but that was 
thought to kill and interfere with bees, so it was banned, which we are 100% 
behind - so the battle goes on to find alternatives. 

The wheat harvest went well, good yield and nice straw for bedding. The last crop 
to cut was Spring barley, which didn't yield very well and we will seriously look 
at whether we grow it again. Because we had a dry spring it didn't get off to a 
good start. 

After the winter barley was cut and cleared, we had to get the ground ready for 
sowing winter oilseed rape, this is all of Betchworth common and the two fields at 
Wonham Lane. The common field itself had to have 2 tons/acre of lime just to 
correct the ph of the soil; we also had some 'digested cake' from Thames Water 
and some cow manure from our cattle sheds at Snowerhill to spread, so this 
should give the crop a good boost. It is very important to get oilseed rape 
established well and set for winter as it has a lot of competition - pigeons, slugs 
and flea beetle. 

We have been lucky with the cows this year as the grass has grown well and kept 
them fed, unlike last year with it being so dry, when we were feeding the cows out 
in the field from August. 

There seems to be a rise in criminal activity in rural locations. Our rural 
policeman was done away with, probably as he didn't make as many arrests as 
other PCs or it was seen as wasting resources, but in actual fact he was a great 
resource. He covered a massive area, Guildford to Reigate, Boxhill to Charlwood 
and Ockley, and he was an encyclopaedia of people and places. He knew gate 
codes, wardens, gamekeepers and wildlife law - the list goes on - and in culling all 
this knowledge and presence, we are getting more and more criminal activity, 
from stolen cars and vans, fly tipping, break-ins and joy riding. I understand there 
was a car theft in Brockham in early September, they crashed the car and ran off, 
there were police everywhere and even the helicopter was in the sky, but they still 
got away. I'm told the reason was that it was too expensive to chase the crooks and 
it was all called off....! The problem is criminals don't have staffing problems and 
budget cuts. 

More and more of my time is now taken up with security issues, trying to think 
ahead, wondering whether something is going to get stolen or broken into, and I'm 
having lots of contact with the police, almost on first name terms, this is why it is 
also becoming part of the monthly Farm Diary! 

Martin 

http://www.bodywright.co.uk/
mailto:bookings@bodywright.co.uk
mailto:bookings@bodywright.co.uk
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BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY  

We are bringing the world renowned VOCES8 to Dorking on Saturday October 
5th. 

VOCES8 will run a WORKSHOP for Children (age 8-18) FREE, and Adults 
£10 from 1pm to 5pm. 

VOCES8 will perform an EVENING CONCERT at 7pm.  

Concert tickets: Adults £15 in advance, £20 on the door. Children £10. 

A combined package of workshop and Concert for Adults is offered at £20. 

Venue, St. Paul's Church, Dorking RH4 
2HT 

Info & Tickets: 
www.brockhamchoral.org/Voces8-
Dorking 

Voces8 info: www.voces8.com 

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Betchworth  Brockham  Buckland 

October is the month that heralds autumn is here, and it has a pattern of its own. 
It is the month of mists and mellow fruitfulness. Leaves start to fall and turn 
beautiful shades of red, orange and yellow. Landscapes are a blaze of colour. 

Days are getting shorter with the low setting sun of an Indian summer, but nights 
have a chill in the air. The garden starts to slow down but there is still time to 
enjoy the rich, colourful display that October has to offer. 

This is also the time to tidy up the garden and plan for the coming year. Plant 
spring flowering bulbs either in the lawn or the beds.  Primroses can be divided 
too and replanted in preparation for the spring. 
Plant pots with autumn-flowering plants to bright-
en up the patio, and a bit of tlc can keep the sum-
mer pots and baskets looking good until the first 
frosts arrive. 

The BGHS Autumn Show report will be in the 
next edition. 
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                                                            MUSIC IN DORKING – OCTOBER 2019 
1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th at 8.30, Water mill Jazz at Betchwor th Park Golf Club, 
£19-25, 07415 815784 
5th at 10.30, LHMF Come and Sing at The Pr iory School, £23 
5th at 12.00, Music at Midday at St Mar tin’s Church, free, 01306 884229 
5th at 7.00, Voces8 at St Paul’s Church, £20 
6th at 3.00, Indian classical music at Dorking Halls, £19, 01306 740619 
 8th at 6.45, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 
10

th
 at 2.30 & 5.30, Vaughan Williams concer t at Leith Hill Place, £20, 0344 

249 1895 
11th at 7.30 Tr inity Boys’ Choir at St. Barnabas’ Church, Ranmore, £8, 01306 
884153 
12th & 26th at 5.55, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 
12th at 7.30, Dorking Chamber  Orchestra at St Mar tin’s Church, £15 
15th & 16th at 1.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 
24th at 7.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 
26th at 10.00, Come and Sing at United Reformed Church, £18, 07847 477052 
28th at 1.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 
28

th
 at 7.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

October sees Dorking’s Mole Valley Arts Alive Festival. The many events are 
detailed in the festival brochure, available from Dorking Halls and around Dor-
king.  

The Dorking Concertgoers present their first concert of the season, a performance 
of Indian classical music given by  the renowned Vijay Jagtap and friends.  

The Dorking Chamber Orchestra’s concert will include Mendelssohn’s Hebrides 
Overture, plus works by Mozart and by Juan Arriaga, who became known as the 
Spanish Mozart. 

The Leith Hill Musical Festival’s Come and Sing, includes choral director Brian 
Kay. For more details, see the LHMF website. 

Another Come and Sing event is being held by Dorking Choral Society, and their 
new conductor, Timothy Ferguson. They will focus on Requiem by Duruflé, with 
a complete performance at 3.30pm. Under 25s are free! 

The hour-long concert at Leith Hill Place, given by a young pianist and violinist 
from the RCM, marks Vaughan Williams’ birthday. 

Opera lovers at Dorking Halls can enjoy Mozart’s Don Giovanni, Puccini’s Tu-
randot, Donizetti’s Don Pasquale, Massenet’s Manon. There is also a screening of 
the Bolshoi Ballet’s Raymonda. 

Music at Midday at St Martin’s Church will be given by four singers from the 
Godalming Operatic Society.  

Watermill Jazz includes Issie Barratt’s Interchange (1st), Alan Broadbent Trio 
(8th), Morten Schantz Godspeed (15th), Kathr ine Windfeld Sextet (22nd), 
and Chris Ingham Quartet (29th). 

Ian Codd 

http://www.brockhamchoral.org/Voces8-Dorking
http://www.brockhamchoral.org/Voces8-Dorking
http://www.voces8.com
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GATTON PARK EVENTS  

Saturday 19 October. Basket-Making Course 

A one-day basket-making course led by an experienced under-woodsman. Learn 
the basic weaves and make your own basket to take home. Materials and tools 
provided. 

10am-4.30pm, £60pp. Book online. 

Activities for children 

See website for full range of activities. Booking essential except where indicated. 
Children under eight must be accompanied by an adult. 

Sunday 6 October. Orchard Day 

Discover Gatton Park Orchard in the walled garden. Apple tasting and juicing 
demonstrations. Children's trail and activities including apple printing. 1-5pm £5, 
children free, no booking required. 

Sunday 27 October. Spooky Spiders, Wizards 
and Witches 

Drop in for Halloween activities and enjoy a 
spooky trail around the grounds. Ideal for 
younger children. In collaboration with Gatton 
Community Theatre. Refreshments available to 
purchase. 

1-4pm Adult £5, child £2. No booking re-
quired. 

Wednesday 30 October & Friday 1 November. Trails and Tales:  

Funnybones (2-4yrs) 

Enjoy the story of ‘Funnybones' and go for a walk in the park to bring the story to 
life. Return to create artwork linked to the story. 10-11.30am or 1.30-3pm. £8.00 
per child 

Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW 

01737 649068. Email: events@gatton-park.org.uk  

Book online at: www.gattonpark.co.uk 
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                                                                              BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 

Another good month for the bowls club, although we again lost several matches 
to heavy rain and ended up only playing two friendly games. We had a good win 
over Southgate Park, but a disappointing loss to Epsom Park (although they are a 
very strong club). The Ladies, who had done brilliantly to reach the final of the 
Mole Valley Cup, were sadly beaten by Oxshott, who boasted 6 out of their team 
of 8 as County players - but a great effort by the girls! 

The Friendship League is approaching its climax and we are in there with a 
shout. We drew with Pippbrook, but lost the bonus points on shots scored, then 
had a massive win against Newdigate, where we won 10 of the 11 points on of-
fer. The outcome is that we have two games to play, and with Newdigate having 
played all their games, we need to win both our fixtures and, well, to overhaul 
our local rivals and take the title. Tough but not impossible, as we have strong 
sides out in each game. Watch this space! 

In the middle of the month we had our Poland Day, which is the most important 
occasion in our calendar and was again very kindly sponsored by Seymours. The 
majority of members muck in to help out with the event and they were all expert-
ly marshalled by Bob Gregory. The day went extremely smoothly and was en-
joyed by all, so well done Bob. Dorking narrowly beat Epsom Park in the final 
and congratulations to them. 

On the internal front we had our mixed pairs competition, which was a close-
fought affair but was eventually won by Julia Simpson and John Collins. At the 
end of the month we had our finals weekend, which was superbly run by John 
Hoad. Congratulations to Christine Knight who produced an excellent fightback 
to win the Ladies’ Championship for the third year. I was going to write a 17 
page dossier on the Men’s Champion but the Club Captain thought that was a bit 
excessive, so I’ll leave you to guess who that was. Small clue: his name appears 
at the end of this article. The list of winners is far too long to mention but well 
done to all of them and everyone who reached the finals. 

We still have at least a month to go of the season and you don’t need to join this 
year, but pop down and meet the members on a Tuesday or Thursday night or 
chat to me when I’m standing on your doorstep. Otherwise speak to our Ladies’ 
Champion and Club Captain Christine Knight on 07810 515345. 

Rick Lawrence 

mailto:education@gatton-park.org.uk
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DORKING MUSEUM IN OCTOBER 

Our current exhibition, ‘Those Who 
Came Before Us’, follows this year’s 
National Refugee Week theme to explore 
the lives of refugees – and those who 
have welcomed them – throughout the 
generations, and Dorking's response to 
past refugee crises. Art psychotherapist 
Sophia Cowx examines the poppy sym-
bol as a creative response to the trauma 
of war, and the poppy's connections with 
healing.   

New book: ‘The Weaver, the Shoemaker and the Moth-
er of a Nation; The Story of Dorking’s Mayflower Pil-
grims’ by Kathy Atherton and Susannah Horne tells the 
story of those who risked everything to start a new life, and 
provides insight into day to day life in the town they left 
behind.  From The Cockerel Press, available from the Mu-
seum.   

Walking in Dorking: See the Museum website for  details 
of our guided walks and to book for open days or group 
walks. This month’s open days:  

Sunday 13th October, 2pm: The M ayflower 400 W alk – Dorking in the Time 
of William Mullins showcases buildings that existed during the time of the 
Pilgrim Fathers and which survive today.   

Sunday 27th October, 2pm: The Deepdene Trail taking in the grotto, wood-
land walks, parterre and temples, views across the Weald and exclusive 
access to the grade II listed Hope family mausoleum.    

Thursday 31st October, 6.30pm: Spooky Halloween Ghost W alk  guarantees 
spooky encounters with the orphaned, the bankrupt, the imprisoned and the 
murdered characters of Dorking's past, whose spirits will come alive for one 
night only.   

Dorking South Street Caves: Open Days Saturday 26th October, 10am, 
11am, 1pm, 2pm. and Thursday 31st October, 5pm, 6pm and 7pm, Spooky 
Cave Tours with added ghosts and special stories of the legends and mysteries 
of the Caves.  Pre-book through the Museum website.   

Dorking Museum.  Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or 
01306 876591. 
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                                                                     THE SHOP AT STROOD GREEN 

NEW MEMBERS OF STAFF 

We have great pleasure in welcoming our new members of Staff:, Lou Frost our 
new Supervisor and Madeline Powell, retail assistant. 

SAM LONG MEMORIAL BENCH. 

This has been ordered, and may well have arrived by the time you read this. 
Many thanks to all those who supported us in raising money through donations, 
and buying Pimm’s on the Green in the summer. The bench will stay out all the 
time on the green area outside the shop. 

BROCKHAM BONFIRE 2nd November 

If you are planning to entertain that weekend, and need bread from us, it would 
help us hugely if you could order (and possibly pay in advance) by Wednesday 
30th October. We can then have it all supplied, baked and ready when you 
pop by on the day. 

And if your guests are staying over, and you want to treat them to freshly baked 
pastries in the morning, it’s best if those are ordered for the Sunday, making 
sure you specify which day, so that we can bake enough. This will avoid any 
disappointment. 

SPICES 

Why buy a whole jar, when a couple of teaspoons will do?!  We have a selec-
tion of the most popular spices, carefully weighed out into tiny bags, just 
enough for your Christmas baking. From 20p a bag, much easier on your budget 
and cupboard space! 

They’re all packed into a display box. Please ask a staff member if you can’t 
find it. 

CHRISTMAS 

Christmas stock has mostly arrived at our shop by now!! Come and see what we 
have this year. Being an Independent Community Shop, we are not constrained 
by a large retail chain, and can stock lovely unusual things on your doorstep. Do 
come and have a look at the wonderful selection. 

LATE NIGHT SHOPPING EVENING.  

Thursday 21st November til 8pm, to coincide with fish and chip night.  

Come and bring family and friends for a fun evening with some tastings, local 
crafts on display, and plenty of time to browse. Spot the Christmas jumpers or 
earrings on the staff and committee too! With only a few weeks left, now would 
be a good time to make up those hampers and buy foodie gifts for neighbours, 
teachers, family and friends. 

Please see our notice board for more details nearer the time. 

Christine (Manager) and the Team  01737 843965 

www.theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk  Facebook: The Shop at Strood Green  

Twitter: @AtStroodShop 

mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk

