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Parish Letter – November 2019 

Dear friends 

I’d like to bring your attention to the picture of the bicycle, 
which belonged to a young man who went off to war in 
1914 leaving his bike chained to a tree. He never returned. 
As the years passed by, the tree grew around it and the 
bicycle is now lifted high for all to remember the life that 
this young man left behind. On Remembrance Sunday, we 
dedicate the service to all those who have fallen in wars present and past. Some of 
you will have a personal memory of losing a member of your own family or 
friend, but for many of us it will be an inherited memory, passed on from one 
generation to the next. 

For millions of people, war is not something to be 
remembered but remains part of their lives and 
multitudes of innocent people are fleeing from 
daily conflict, not sure if they or their loved ones 
will survive this day.   

The bible records much violence, many wars and 
countless deaths, especially in the Old Testament, 
and in the New Testament Luke records  ‘nation 

will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom’. It is a heart-breaking 
reflection that there has probably never been a time when conflict has not existed 
somewhere in the world. Jesus was born into an occupied land, and he lived and 
died in that land. The Jews were waiting for their king, the Messiah, and they 
expected him to overthrow the Roman invaders by the traditional, violent, means. 
But Jesus came and taught peace to anyone who would hear him, by saying, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.”  

The power of television makes it easy for the next generation to romanticise 
memories of war, especially for those of us who never lived through it. Many films 
turn what was devastating into humour. Dad’s Army makes everything look funny 
and almost something that we would have wanted to be a part of. The nostalgia 
industry produces cookery books based on the ration. The blitz can make us think 
of camaraderie and singing songs deep in shelters on tube station platforms. Dame 
Vera Lynne still sings. We can begin to think people might have enjoyed it. Of 
course, it wasn’t like that. For those of us who never lived through the blitz, it’s 
impossible to imagine what it was like to emerge from air raid shelters and find 
whole streets destroyed. Whatever your memories of war and conflict, 
Remembrance Sunday is when the emotions are re-lived. We cannot hide from 
what we might choose to forget at other times - on this day we all bring very 
different and diverse memories. The most heart rending experience of war, are the 
stories that are never told, as words cannot justify the trauma and devastation that 
was witnessed.  
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The Poppy that we lay at the war memorial represents the sacrifice made by all 
those men, women and children and animals who have given their lives in 
conflict. It is imperative that we share with the younger generations why this 
particular Sunday is so important, so that we do not forget those who sacrificed 
their lives for our freedom. 

As you read the following poem by John McCrae, I invite you reflect on the 
bicycle lifted high, to think about all those who have parked their bicycles, parked 
their lives to go to war, and think about their loved ones at home who are left 
uncertain of their return. And we remember especially those who never return. 

 John McCrae kneeling at the grave of his friend and reflecting the scene around 
him wrote: 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields 

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God’ 

God Bless 
Revd. Anna 

  CLEANING ROTA – November 2019 

 

Date Chancel Nave Aisles 

1st Nov. Geri Hollingworth 
Jane Ferrett 
Anne Forrest 

  

8th Nov. Julie Hardy 
Gaye Wickens 
Eiluned Slot 

Sarah Chalker 
Diana North 

15th Nov. Jane Ferrett 
Lynn Scotcher 
Diana Fitchett 

  

22nd Nov. Pam Armitage 
Julie Hardy 
Barbara Pruszynska 

Bridget Ridley 
Diana Fitchett 

29th Nov. Diana North 
Heather Hutton 
Charmain Stow 

  

6th Dec. Lynn Scotcher 
Gaye Wickens 
Eiluned Slot 

Barbara Pruszynska 
Sarah Chalker 
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www.viviencresswell.co.uk www.viviencresswell.co.uk www.viviencresswell.co.uk 
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Date St. Michael’s  
Betchworth 

St Mary’s Buckland  

3th November 
All Saints Day 

 
 
 
 

11am Family                  
Service** 

 
5 pm Evensong 

8.00 am Holy 
Communion 

 
9.30 am Parish Communion 

(Said) 
 

10th November  
3rd Sunday before 

Advent. 
Remembrance 

Day 

8am Holy Communion  
 

10.50am Remembrance 
Sunday Service  (Meet 

in Church ) ** 

 
 

10.50 am Remembrance  
Sunday Service meet at  

  Memorial  

17th November 
2nd Sunday  

Before Advent. 

 
 
 
 

11am Family Parish                  
Communion ** 

24th November  
Sunday Next    

Before Advent  
Christ The King 

8am Holy Communion  
 

11am Parish                
Communion** 

 

 
9.30 am Parish  
Communion  

 

1st December  
First Sunday of  

Advent  

 
 
 

11am Family Service                
Communion** 

 
 

4 pm ACTF  
 

8am Holy Communion  
 

9.30 am (Said) Parish  
Communion  

8am Holy Communion  
 

9.30 am Parish  
Communion  

NOVEMBER  SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S 

*     In the Hamilton Room 
**   Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are 

just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together 
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THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

This is very late in coming, but better late than never. I wanted to express my 
sincere thanks to the flower arrangers at both St Mary’s Buckland and St 
Michael’s Betchworth. Their amazing talent and skill have meant that both 
churches looked absolutely glorious, particularly during Harvest. Thank you to 
both teams (I’ve deliberately not mentioned names in fear I will leave someone 
off, still being relatively new) on behalf of the church for your kindness and 
generosity, as this makes a tremendous difference to the feel of the church. The 
flower displays give a welcome and a warmth which is precisely what the church 
should be emanating.  

Thank you for your time and commitment, it is very much appreciated by all the 
congregation and visitors to the church.  

God Bless  
Revd Anna Moore 

BETCHWORTH HARVEST LUNCH 2019 

The scene was set. Marquees which adorned Goulburn Green were sheltering 
tables and chairs in turn eagerly awaiting hungry occupants. Bunting fluttered in 
the stiff breeze to add some cheer. A tantalising aroma of burgers and sausages 
filled the air and then ‘hellos’ rang out as people arrived in wet weather gear 
carrying umbrellas and folding chairs. 

Despite some early rain, spirits were not dampened and we all tucked into BBQ 
food so expertly cooked by John and Jeannette Foreman. A welcoming glass was 
enthusiastically poured out by Martin and Jane Ferrett. A mouth-watering array of 
puddings was provided by trusty volunteers and diners eagerly eyed a wonderful 
display of favourite animal cakes for the competition. 

Later the Green filled up with our 4 legged friends for the famous Dog Show, 
which provided a great deal of enjoyment and amusement for all. Rosettes galore 
were pinned to the impeccably well-behaved dogs who led their beaming owners 
home. 

A big thank you goes to the people who helped erect marquees and set up in the 
morning and then dismantle marquees and clear the Green in the afternoon. 
However where would we be without Pam Armitage to organise all this, so a huge 
well done to Pam and her team for giving us an afternoon to remember.  

Don’t forget to visit Rachel’s website at 
rachelthornhillphotography.pixieset.com for her photos of the event. The 
password is ‘Betchworth’. 

Diana Fitchett 
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AUTUMN CHURCHYARD TIDY UP 

Yes, it's that time of year again! Day before 
Remembrance Day. Can I have a lot of help to tidy the 
churchyard on Saturday 9th November please? Usual 
jobs, tree pruning, edge-trimming, gutters etc. As 
always, Christine will bake a lovely cake to go with tea 
and coffee. 9.00-12.30  

Look forward to seeing you! 

Graham Williams 

FROM THE REGISTERS  

Funerals 

We extend our sympathies to the friends and family of:  

Liz Sheed, whose memorial service was held on 14th October at St Michael’s.  

CHURCH COLLECTIONS IN SEPTEMBER 

Not Gift Aided £253.21 

Gift Aided £451.02 

Sundries  £78.12 

TOTAL  £785.35 
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Alternative Christmas 
Tree Festival  

30th November & 1st December  
Saturday 10am to 4 pm            
Sunday 12 noon to 4 pm 
At St Michael’s Church,            

   Betchworth 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Coffee, Tea and Homemade 
cakes will be available           

together with a 
Gift Stall  
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J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCK-
HAM 

TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

Myra V. Baston 
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST 

 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

Craniosacral Therapist 
 

15a Dene Street, Dorking  RH4 2DB 
Tel:  01306 889680 

 

Josh Flynn 
Gardening Maintenance 

 

Grass Cu�ng – Hedge Cu�ng – Tree Surgery 
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control 

 
Tel:  01737 202179 
Mob: 07920 715779 
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NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The half term holiday has just finished and we are now 
busy getting ready for all the end of term activities. 

Our children are enjoying an extended swimming season 
in our warm, covered pool. We are continuing to widen 
our use of the pool to other community groups, with 
classes for groups, after school and at weekends. 

Shortly, the children will start rehearsing for our Christmas concerts. This year, 
each of our infant classes will perform in our local churches; our Reception 
children at St Michael’s Church Betchworth, our Year 1 and 2 pupils from Leigh 
at St Mary’s Church and our Year 1 and 2 children from Brockham at Christ 
Church. Our older children (Years 3 - 6) will be performing ‘Straw and Order’.  

It is always a busy term preparing for Christmas and especially so for FONDS – 
Friends of North Downs School, (our PTA), who work tirelessly raising funds to 
provide resources for the school that cannot be met by our delegated budget. They 
are busy planning for the Christmas Shopping Event at our Brockham site on 
Thursday 21st November from 6.45-9.00pm.  There will be lots of stalls selling 
Christmas crafts, food, beauty products as well as mulled wine, mince pies and 
Christmas songs! It would be lovely to see you there. 

I’d also like to say a big thank you to the members of FONDS for organising the 
‘Teas on the Green’ in September, when we raised the fantastic sum of £500. 
Thank you to everyone who supported us at that event. Your support at fundraising 
events is important to us and makes such a difference to all our children. 

Jane Douglass 
Headteacher 

BETCHWORTH VILLAGE HALL AGM 2019 

Please note that the AGM hosted by the trustees of the Betchworth Village Hall 
will be held on Monday 18th November 2019 at 8pm in the Geoffrey Browne 
Room, Betchworth Village Memorial Hall. 

The Committee welcomes all Betchworth residents to this meeting to review the 
past year and offer ideas for further improvements to our valuable community 
resource. Join us for a glass of wine in the convivial atmosphere of the hall and 
see what has been achieved so far. Please put this important date in your diary and 
we look forward to seeing you. 

Jeannette Foreman 
Hall Management Committee 
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BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 
DON’T BE A TOSSER 
Betchworth Parish Council is proud to support the Don’t be a Tosser campaign 
launched by Keep Britain Tidy, which is designed to send a hard-hitting message 
to drivers and their passengers “that our roads are not one giant litter bin and that 
the owner of a vehicle can be fined up to £150 if rubbish is seen being thrown out 
of a car window”. For further information go to https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/
news/we-warn-car-owners-dont-be-tosser. If you witness littering, whether from a 
moving car or fly-tipping from vehicles, please report it to the Mole Valley Anti-
Social Behaviour team – you can send an anonymous online report via the website 
or call the Mole Valley office on 01396 885001. 

CPRE 

The Charity ‘Campaign to Protect Rural England’ (CPRE) is currently fundraising 
and requesting donations to help support a ‘Brownfield First’ Policy, that ensures 
previously developed land is recycled before our green spaces are even considered 
for development. 
CPRE says “that way, we can build the homes people need, where they need 
them, revitalising our towns and cities - while also protecting our countryside”. 
If you want to find out more about this charity and ways you can get involved 
and/or would like to make a donation go to https://www.cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/
housing-and-planning/housing/brownfield-first 

ARE YOU BREXIT READY?  

Important Information for EU Citizens (or from Iceland, Liechtenstein, 
Norway or Switzerland) 
It is important that everyone who needs to, applies for EU Settled Status, as their 
application will give them the immigration status they need to continue to work, 
live and study in the UK. 

Applicants will then be eligible for public services such as healthcare and schools, 
pubic funds and pensions and be able to apply for British Citizenship (if eligible). 

It is free to apply and can be completed online at EU Settlement Scheme. If clients 
are unable to go online themselves they can call 03333 445 675 for assistance 
with their application and there is other assistance available to them if they require 
it, details obtained by calling that number. 

Everyone in a family needs to apply, so we are highlighting this to you as there 
may be elderly or vulnerable people in the community that have yet to apply and 
we are keen to reach them in as many ways as possible. 
For more information on this and other Brexit related queries see www.gov.uk/get
-ready-brexit-check 

MOLE VALLEY LIFE AND COMMUNITY TRAVEL 
If you haven’t already, check out Mole Valley Life! The scheme, set up and 
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supported by MVDC “promotes independence and dignity offering solutions to 
residents who may require assistance in their everyday lives”. Amongst other 
opportunities and reasons to get out and about, help and assistance is available in 
the form of Community Bus travel (£4 for a single journey of up to five miles, £6 
for a journey of up to 10 miles and then £6 plus 80p per mile up to 20 miles). 
Alternatively, there is a ‘Community Connect service, combining common trips to 
high streets, supermarkets or social events (£3 per journey) or a Community Cab. 
The Community transport service picks up from your home and is suitable for 
residents in Mole Valley who are unable to use public transport. To find out more, 
and to sign up, call 0300 1237749 or visit www.molevalleylife.co.uk. This 
website also has fantastic suggestions to Get Social, Keep Mobile, Stay 
Independent, Live Well, Be Active and Be Safe. No time to hibernate this winter! 

Marion Hallett,  
Clerk, Betchworth Parish Council 

THE BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY 

 

..has been established over 60 years and serves to preserve the quality of life in 
Betchworth and Buckland. This is achieved through social activity, donating to 
worthy local causes and observing local planning applications. We have over 120 
household members and the committee comprises a Chairman, Treasurer, 
Secretary, Membership Secretary, Events Officer and Planning Officer.  

Over the past year two years alone, we have donated or committed funds to help 
with the two parish councils, local schools, care homes, churches, the parochial 
charity, children’s groups, wildlife charities and village halls.  

We have supported footpath improvements for the benefit of parishioners.  We 
meet about six times a year usually on a Thursday evening and would appreciate 
more people of ability to join us, ideally on the committee or as potential extra 
volunteers at our events, as ‘many hands make light work.’   

Please either let Jackie Ellison know on 842330, or me, Richard Worsley on 
224418, if this appeals to you or if you know of someone it may appeal to. 
Alternatively, email us at betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com.  

This is a great opportunity to help a well-regarded local Society continue its good 
work! Please think about joining us in this capacity.  

Richard Worsley 
Chairman 
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Brockham, Betchworth and Buckland 
  

WW1 Exhibition 
9th & 10th November 2019 

  

Commemorating the 100th Anniversary  
of the official end of the First World War 

when the Treaty of Versailles was signed in 
1919 

  

The 3B’s Exhibition will be held in  
 

Brockham Village Hall 
 

10am—8pm 9th November 
  

10am—4pm 10th November 
 

Please allow plenty of time to enjoy this  

fascinating exhibition which features the men on the 

memorials, the men who went and returned, the   

prisoners of war, life on the Home Front in our villages 

and much more... 
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FARM DIARY NOVEMBER 2019 

Well how quickly things change, the end of harvest is just weeks away and we 
should be zooming around getting all the arable ground cultivated and sown with 
next year’s crops. Winter crops are higher yielding and are best sown in October, 
but seeing as we don't seem to get two dry days in a row and this relentless rain 
has soaked the ground so much, we are unable to sow any seed. Things are not 
looking good at this stage for next year’s harvest. We keep our fingers crossed 
that there will be some rare unpredictable November drought, everything will be 
sown and we can all go to the pub! The idea that we might get some drilling done 
is fading slightly each day but on closer inspection of the ground, digging a hole 
and seeing just how wet it is, is quite surprising. Uncultivated ground is still very 
hard from the summer and it appears most of the rain is running off and although 
there is some moisture penetrating the uncultivated soil, these fields will be the 
best bet for any type sowing. 

The oilseed rape on Betchworth common is looking good. The flea beetle are 
having a good go at it but I think we are beyond the crop being eaten away 
completely now. Again, the rain has stopped play on spraying the oilseed rape. 
We need to take out the weeds that are doing very well in the crop, you need a dry 
leaf on the target weeds and be able to travel on the field without making a mess. 
Crop spraying is an expensive job and you need to get it right. We have had a 
demonstration drill turn up in the yard to have a go with, it's a direct drill which 
can sow straight into the stubble of the previous crop. It improves the soil 
structure and is more environmentally friendly. This machine has travelled from 
Yorkshire to Wales and to us and hasn't been in the ground yet and I don't think it 
going to get much action here either. 

We do have 20 acres that was cultivated before the rain and it's like a bowl of 
porridge!   

So....... Our thoughts are turning to cattle. We've been getting the cattle yards 
ready and doing some enquiries into selling the bull calve. Prices are down due to 
(so I'm told) a flood of Irish beef, so whether we sell them privately or take a 
chance through the market is something to be decided. All I do know at the 
moment is that if the rain keeps on the cows will be in early. The calves are 
getting supplementary feed now, or creep feed, where only the calves can get to 
the feed, much to the annoyance of the cows. The calves are not taking too much 
feed at the moment but as the weather gets colder they start eating more.  The wet 
weather allows us to get ready for cattle housing, putting machinery away, fencing 
and even hanging a few new gates round the farm. 

We also had a trip off farm to see a new cattle handling system, our old one is 
good but getting a bit old and creeky. It's amazing how the whole system has 
changed, just simple things make it quicker, easier and safer. It even weighs the 
cattle so we can give accurate medicine, wormer and fly treatments. 

Martin 
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STRESS RELIEF FOR NOVEMBER 

In case you are having a rough day, here's a stress management technique 
recommended in all the latest psychological journals. The funny thing is that it 
really does work and will make you smile. 

1. Picture yourself lying on your belly on a warm rock that hangs out over a 
crystal clear stream. 

2. Picture yourself with both your hands dangling in the cool running water. 

3. Birds are sweetly singing in the crisp mountain air. 

4. No one knows your secret place. 

5. You are in total seclusion from that hectic place called the world. 

6. The soothing sound of a gentle waterfall fills the air with a cascade of serenity. 

7. The water is so clear that you can make out the face of the politician you are 
holding underwater. 
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SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS 
Brickwork, poin�ng and repairs specialists 

 

35 years experience, Fully Insured 
Free Es�mates 

 

Domes�c, commercial and listed 
buildings, new builds 

 

Lime Mortar, Stonework,  
Crack S�tching 

 

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork 
poin�ng undertaken by tradi�onal 

brickwork pointers 
 

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,  
Church Street, Betchworth 

01737 844364 or 07821 614909 
Email:  markgilbert@live.com;   
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk 
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 Small Ads 

OSTEOPATHY AVAILABLE 
 
Paul Wright, Bodywright Osteopathy, The Old Nurseries, Kiln Lane, Brockham, 
RH3 7LX. 
Telephone: 07873 541713 Website: www.bodywright.co.uk.   
Email: bookings@bodywright.co.uk 

RANMORE RENOVATIONS-Local Builder. 

New Bathroom installations, re-design, renovations, 
plumbing/heating, tiling, electrics, plastering, decorating, 
Karndean flooring, all building works. 

All works guaranteed, fully insured, 35 years experience. 

Please contact Damian 07940599845/01306 880332 

email: musgrovebuild@gmail.com 

MUSIC IN DORKING – NOVEMBER 2019 

2nd at 12.00, Music at Midday at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229 

5th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

5th 12th 19th 26th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415 815784 

9th at 5.55, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

10th at 1.00, 42nd Street screening at Dorking Halls, £16, 01306 881717 

11th at 1.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

12th at 7.30, 42nd Street screening at Dorking Halls, £16, 01306 881717 

13th at 1.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

13th-16th at 7.30, The Merry Widow at Betchworth Village Hall, 01737 844632 

18th at 7.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

23rd  at 7.30, Dorking Choral Society at St Martin’s church, £16, 07847 477052 

23rd at 7.30, Barbican string quartet at Dorking Halls, £21, 01306 740619 

25th at 7.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

30th at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s Church 
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THE OLD BAKERY 

…set in the rear garden of the BUCKLAND VILLAGE SHOP, is soon to become 
the venue of a trial, rustic ‘Pop-Up’ art gallery, with kind permission of Emma 
Gallagher, (manager). 

The first ‘trial run’ will be 30th November – 1st December and the gallery 
(Mixed Media) will open from 10.00 am until 4.00 pm Sat. & 10.00 am until 2.00 
pm Sun.  

Kate Scurfield and Patricia Irvine will be delighted to welcome you. 

(Coffee, fresh bread and pastries are available from the shop if weather permits.) 

BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS, MY FRIENDS 

Not exactly of the world, but certainly of the surrounding areas of Brockham. I 
said in last month’s mag that we had a tough task in our last two games and that’s 
what it proved to be, but we scraped through at the end. We drew against 
Bookham but gained the bonus points we needed on shots scored. Against Reigate 
Priory we need to win on three rinks and well. Two of our teams played brilliantly 
and won by huge margins which secured the extras. On the third rink the second 
to last wood nestled on the jack and won us the last points we wanted. Job done. 
League won. So we just pipped our local rivals Newdigate, by the smallest of 
margins, to claim the title. For the second time in three years Brockham, who have 
the fewest playing members in the league, lifted the Trophy. 

But it didn’t come down to that winning shot because the League is played over 
the whole year. All our seasoned campaigners played admirably but the most 
encouraging thing was that a lot of players, who don’t normally play competitive 
games came forward, and all the new members performed magnificently. A true 
team effort over the season ably led by our Captain Christine Knight. 

I think the Club had me in mind for this, but we have purchased and installed our 
own defibrillator for the benefit of all members and our visitors. This has been 
made possible by the generous donations received from London Heart Org, 
Johnstone Sweepers of Dorking and our own members. We sincerely thank them 
for all their support. 

The green is now closed but we are still open for social evenings on Thursdays. 
Pop down if you get time. I’m willing to chat to you when I’m standing on your 
doorstep, otherwise speak to our Club Captain Christine Knight on 07810 515345. 

Rick Lawrence 
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BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY 

…..will be performing Gjeilo 'Sunrise Mass', Haydn 'Little Organ Mass', Bach 
'Cantata with Albinoni's 'Adagio' on Saturday 30th November at 7.30pm in St. 
Martin's Church, Dorking, RH4 1UX. Guest Conductor John Bawden, with the 
British Sinfonietta String Ensemble. Soloists, Miranda Rogers, Roy Rashbrook 
and Richard Bacon. Organist  Richard Moore. 

Admission: Adults £12 in advance, £15 on the day 

Children and students under 25 in full-time education £5 

Tickets Maria Chadwick c/o Michael Frith 01306 882728 or by Email 
brockhamcstickets@gmail.com 
More information & Tickets www.brockhamchoral.org  

PEBBLECOMBE W.I. 

"Remember, remember, the 5th of November" is a rhyme we all know as we 
celebrate Bonfire Night.  At our recent meeting, historian Andy Thomas gave an 
illustrated talk on the history of bonfires with particular reference to Lewes in East 
Sussex, home of the largest Bonfire Night celebrations in the world.  After the 
Reformation under Henry V11, Papal rule was exchanged for a Protestant 
government in England and Catholics were harassed. In the l500s Queen Mary 
tried to reintroduce Roman Catholicism but protestants throughout the country 
refused to recant and many became martyrs, including the seventeen in Lewes, 
whose names are still commemorated. Fortunately for Protestant King James 1st 
and his dignitaries, Guy Fawkes was caught in the cellars under the then Houses of 
Parliament on 5th November 1605 before he could set light to the barrels of 
gunpowder intended to blow them all up. The discovery of the plot led to a 
government Act which proclaimed that the day should be "held in perpetual 
remembrance" with special prayers, the ringing of church bells and cannons fired. 
Gradually the 5th became an excuse for riotous celebrations which descended into 
mob rule in the streets. Attempts were made to stamp it out and towns eventually 
changed to celebrate with bonfires and fireworks. Lewes, however, was obdurate 
and maintained its old ways. The tradition of Catholics versus Protestants does not 
prevail these days and Lewes is united in celebrating with its spectacular bonfires, 
fireworks and parades which take over the whole town and raise money for good 
causes. In thanking Andy for an excellent history lesson we did refer to our own 
local Bonfire Night at Brockham, which has endured through the years and attracts 
many thousands of visitors. 

Our next meeting is our AGM and a light-hearted quiz, 7.45 pm, Thursday 7th 
November at the Hamilton Room, Betchworth. Prospective new members are 
most welcome.    

Pam Patch. 
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GATTON PARK EVENTS - NOVEMBER 2019 

Please book all events in advance except open days.  
Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW 
01737 649068. events@gatton-park.org.uk 
Book online at: www.gattonpark.co.uk 

Saturday 30th November - Wreath-Making Workshop 
Create your own Christmas wreath from the natural materials found at Gatton Park. 
Enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie. Adults only. 1.30-3.30pm. £15pp.  

Activities for Children 
See website for full range of activities. Booking essential except where indicated. 
Children under eight must be accompanied by an adult. 

Wednesday 30th October & Friday 1st November Trails and Tales:  

Funnybones (2-4yrs) 
Enjoy the story of ‘Funnybones' and go for a walk in the park to bring the story to 
life. Return to create artwork linked to the story. 10-11.30am or 1.30-3pm. Cost: 
£8.00 per child 

Saturday 30th November Family Christmas Decoration-Making (5+Yrs) 
Create a Christmas wreath and Christmas decorations from the natural materials 
found at Gatton Park. 
10am-12.00pm. £15 for one adult and one child. Extra children £5 

Sunday 1st & Sunday 8th December Santa’s Grotto 
Enjoy a buggy ride to meet Santa in his grotto. Explore the grounds and follow a 
trail of clues before returning to Gatton Hall to make a Christmas decoration. 
Refreshments available to purchase. 1-3.30pm. £7 per child. Book a timeslot online. 

Friday 20th December Trails and Tales: Stick Man (2-4yrs) 
Enjoy the story of ‘Stick Man' and go for a walk in the park to bring the story to 
life. Return to create artwork linked to the story. 10-11.30am or 1.30-3pm. Cost: 
£8.00 per child 

Monday 23rd December Christmas Crafts (3-7yrs) 
Christmas craft making session for younger children.10-11am or 1.30-2.30pm. £6 
per child. 

 

NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL  

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENING 

Thursday 21st November - 6.45pm - 9.00pm at Nor th Downs 
Primary School, Wheelers Lane, Brockham - Local Residents, 
Parents & Friends of the School are very welcome! Come and enjoy a glass of 
Prosecco or mulled wine while you browse the wide range of stalls offering 
wonderful and unique items & gifts. Over 20 local stalls selling beauty & 
skincare, clothing, homemade preserves, gifts for all the family, children's toys 
and much more! 
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DORKING MUSEUM IN NOVEMBER 

Half-term Family Fun – ‘Welcome to Dorking!’:  Come and create a fun, pop-
up ‘Welcome Card’ that might show special places, favourite things to do or some 
things to make Dorking even better!  31st October to 2nd November, drop in 
10am-3.30pm. 

Exhibition: ‘You, Me and Those Who Came 
Before’, in conjunction with art psychotherapist 
Sophia Cowx, explores Dorking's response to past 
refugee crises, and the connection of the poppy with 
remembrance and healing.   

Community events, in conjunction with the Poppy 
Collective and Dorking Refugee Support Group: 

Saturday, 9th November, 10am-2pm, Museum courtyard: Refugees and 
Remembrance:  Help to create a Community Garden of Remembrance in 
the heart of Dorking. The installation will change and grow throughout the 
day as creative contributions are shared.  

Thursday, 14th November, 7pm: Playing with Words – an evening of shared 
reflection, led by Sophia Cowx: questions, answers and poetry. Dorking 
Refugee Support Group share their work. Local memories of refugees of 80 
years ago. Tickets £7 (website or on the door). 

Walking in Dorking: See website for  details and book for  open days or  
groups.  

Sunday 17th November, 2pm: guided tour  of Betchwor th Castle offer s 
stunning views and entry to the castle's great hall and cellars, 
not normally open to the public.  

Sunday 17th November, 2pm: The Mayflower 400 W alk  – 
Dorking in the Time of William Mullins showcases buildings 
that were in existence during that time and which survive today.   

Gallery Talk book launch, 21st November, 7pm: ‘The 
Weaver, the Shoemaker and the Mother of a Nation: The Story of Dorking’s 
Mayflower Pilgrims’ by Kathy Atherton and Susannah Horne. The story of the 
Dorking Mayflower Pilgrims of 1620 and an insight into day to day life in the 
town they left behind. Tickets on the door or in advance on the website, £7. 

Dorking Museum. Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or 01306 
876591. 
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BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland 

Despite the ever-changing weather conditions over the growing months this year 
our exhibitors didn’t fail to produce excellent results. The Autumn Show was, as 
always well supported by our Members. The Floral Art was an outstanding 
display of imaginative artistry especially the Bonfire and Halloween exhibits. The 
Pumpkins and squash entries were incredibly large and had to be displayed on the 
floor!! The fruit and vegetables were grown with care and attention. The cookery 
section never fails with its high standard, this year, judged by a trainee judge and 
steward. The judge also found time to comment on every entry and provided some 
very helpful hints. 

The School Allotment children excelled themselves and produced a wonderful 
display of vegetables showing their hard work. Other school entries included 
jewelry designs, beautiful pictures and garden designs on a plate.  

The craft section was very difficult to judge because of the high standard. The 
entries were very creative, inventive and showed the amount of hard work 
involved. 

We received a large amount of flower displays this year which brought a 
delightful display of colour to the show.  

The Autumn Show was enjoyed by the public who saw 
a variety of crafts, creative floral art, cookery, 
photography fruit vegetables and flowers. 

The “Star of the show’ must go to the School 
Allotment children for their brilliant box of vegetables.        
Our Future gardeners.   

Great afternoon. 
Jane Siegle 

LEARN HOW TO USE YOUR IPAD / TABLET 
SMART PHONE / LAPTOP/ COMPUTER 
If you are over 55 and live in the Mole Valley area, you 
can use Age Concern’s computer courses based in either 
Dorking or Leatherhead.   

 
The course runs once a week for 6-8 weeks. Topics covered will 
include:browsing on the internet, basic keyboard and mouse skills, 
using an iPad/ Tablet/Smart Phone/ Laptop, setting up and using 
your own email or Skype accounts and how to shop on the 
internet.  

Before coming to the course, you must register your interest by telephoning  
01306 899104 / 07442 017169 or by email: info@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk  
Registered Charity No 1111678 
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EXTINCTION REBELLION 

Dear Neighbours and other occasional visitors,  

Next time you come around to our barn, you’ll see Extinction Rebellion stickers 
on the windows.  I thought I should explain why…   

As most of you know I have nine grandchildren, just 9 of the 12 million children 
in the UK, and 2.2 billion in the world. And I am really frightened for all of them.  

A good friend of mine passed on a nugget he’d heard recently when he sat in on a 
conversation with Robert Falkner, Associate Professor in International Relations at 
the LSE: 

“If 97% of world’s leading scientists all announced that an asteroid was heading 
towards Earth, and the impact was likely to end human life, then you can 
guarantee the governments of all nations would immediately start working 
together on a programme to eliminate the collision”.     

He continued “97% of the world’s leading scientists are saying there is just such a 
threat to human life - from continuing carbon emissions, and the inevitable 
feedback loops that are already being triggered”.  

The predicted global temperature rise is not compatible with human life. So why 
are governments continuing as if ‘Business as Usual’ is OK?     

It is absolutely not OK. Just because the effects of climate 
change have come and will continue to come in waves… just 
because it will devastate those living in hotter climates before 
us in the UK… just because there are always more urgent 
matters to attend to…  none of these makes ignoring the 
science OK. None of them makes hiding the truth OK.  

Without dramatic action the 2.2billion children on the planet, 
my 9 grandchildren included, will be fighting for their lives. 
Fighting the heat, fighting the floods and the rising sea levels, 
fighting for food, fighting for water, fighting for survival, 
probably fighting each other too.     

So Claire and I joined those calling for our government to tell the truth, and to take 
action. We joined the Extinction Rebellion protesters at Bank Station in the City, 
to hand out leaflets, to be photographed and interviewed, to stand up for the 
children. And we – just two of the growing numbers of XR supporters worldwide - 
will continue to ‘stand up’ for as long as is necessary. 

I thought I should warn you about this, and if you have read this far, thank you.  

James Benn 
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 BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB  

NOVEMBER 21ST, 2019  
 

Contemporary Floral Craft: A Christmas Star 
Come and join us for an evening of contemporary floral 
craft with Claire Bryant, our very own Surrey Area 
Demonstrator. 
We will be making a Christmas star which can be used as 
an alternative Christmas decoration or included within 
your Christmas floral arrangements.  

 
This will involve twists and turns with Midolino (cane) sticks and bullion wire.  
Please contact Cat Martin for a full list of requirements for the evening or if you 
wish us to supply materials please confirm by 12th November 
Brockham Recreation Ground Pavilion, Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT 
7.15pm for 7.30pm start 
Please contact Cat Martin in advance if you wish to come along as a visitor, join 
the club or have any queries: 07710 498 591 catdawes@aol.com 

B U C KL A ND  & B ET CH WO RTH  
C HO R AL SO CIETY  

 

Christmas Concert 
 

Saturday 14th December at 7.30pm 
St Mark’s Church, Alma Road, Reigate RH2 0DA 

 

Get Christmas off to a sparkling start with a programme of Festive music, 
readings, solo pieces and traditional Carols. BBCS, under the direction of Richard 
Moore, is offering an exciting Christmas programme, which includes Bob 
Chilcott’s On Christmas Night and Gerald Finzi’s In Terra Pax.  There will also be 
opportunities for everybody to get into the Christmas mood and join the choir 
singing some of their favourite Carols.   
 
We are delighted to introduce Reigate Camerata and the Choristers from St Mary’s 
Merton. We warmly welcome back Soprano soloist Harriet Burns and organist Ian 
Tindale. 
Tickets £15 inc. glass of wine & mince pie  
(Students £7.50 and U12s free)  
Tickets are available at www.ticketsource.com   
or on the door   www.bbcsinfo.org 


