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Parish Letter—December 2019 

Merry Christmas, Friends!  

As a child I can always remember the run up to Christmas Day 

and being so excited. The expectation of Christmas through the 

eyes of a child was magical and was not complete without the 

Muppet Christmas Carol!  

As an adult however, I’ve become more aware of the complex pressures that 

Christmas brings. Rather than being a time of great joy and real celebration, many 

people struggle through it - some will fight back tears as they think of family 

members who aren’t with them.  Some will worry financially, conscious of not 

being able to afford expensive gifts for loved ones.  Some will spend Christmas 

cold and alone, unable to put the heating on, eating not a roast dinner by a roaring 

fire, but rather the warmed-up contents of tins donated by a food bank.    

Despite the pressure and expectation that surrounds Christmas Day, the Nativity 

still brings a message of love, joy and peace to those who, for many reasons, are 

struggling at this time.  Jesus was born in the only place his parents could find 

shelter; a stable, not in a warm and well stocked home. They were vulnerable and 

alone, but the love and actions of those around them, namely the innkeeper, meant 

Jesus was delivered safely in their time of need.  The birth of Jesus reminds us that 

God comes to us and is among us, even in the most difficult circumstances.   

2000 years on, God continues to make his presence a reality to those who are 

struggling through our concern for one another!  During this festive season, do you 

know of someone who is lonely, or bereaved? Have you met a person who cannot 

properly provide for themselves?  Then be a present, by making God’s presence 

known to them this Christmas – by simply being a friend.    

Christmas is an inspirational time when we celebrate God’s love for us; our caring 

God who is relational and not a distant deity.  But this aspect of Christmas can 

often be marred as we try and live up to the expectations of others around us. 

Television and tradition pressurize us to have that perfect meal, after opening 

perfect gifts with the perfect family, then all sitting round to watch a film in the 

afternoon (sound familiar?). But is this what we want or what we’ve come to 

expect?   

The giving and receiving of Christmas gifts and cards give a heart-warming 

feeling, especially when someone is not expecting it! It can be the perfect way to 

let people know you are thinking about them, and care about them. To quote the 

muppet Christmas carol, ‘It's in the giving of a gift to another, a pair of mittens that 

were made by your mother, It's all the ways that we show love, that feel like 

Christmas’    
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Gifts do not have to equate to monetary value, or what others expect: why not try 

some alternative ideas this year; perhaps give hand-made presents - and think or 

pray about the person as you make them.  Maybe gifts of charity, for e.g this year 

I have bought chickens, antibiotics, mosquito nets and nanny goat through 

Christian Aid for friends and family. How nice is it to visit friends or relatives 

instead of sending cards; this can mean the world to someone. Best of all, giving 

of ourselves, our time to those in need, just as God did 2000 years ago.  

May you be blessed with peace and joy this Christmas, and for those who will 

find this time a particular struggle, remember God is with you – in the love and 

caring actions of those you meet.  

Merry Christmas! 

Revd Anna Moore 

FROM THE REGISTERS:   OCTOBER, 2019 
 
Funerals. 
We send our condolences to the family and friends of John Robert Hulme (Bob) 
of Colley Lane Reigate died on 19 October 2019 and whose funeral took place at 
St Michael’s Betchworth on Wednesday 30 October followed by burial in The 
Burial Ground. He was 82. 

CHURCH COLLECTIONS 

Gift Aided  £383.00 

Non GA  £213.73   

Sundries £124.11 

TOTAL £720.84 

VISIT OF DIOCESAN BISHOP TO BETCHWORTH 
On Sunday 1st at December we are delighted that Bishop Christopher will be 
coming to a joint service of the Buckland and Betchworth churches at 11am as he 
is keen to see how our new vicar is getting on.  

Instead of our usual family service we will be celebrating communion with the 
bishop and the newly established family choir will be taking part. It is also the 
weekend of our Alternative Christmas Tree Festival so the church will be looking 
particularly lovely. 

It would be really good if as many people as possible could welcome the bishop to 
our community and support all the hard work that Anna and the family choir have 
put in to prepare for this service.  

Linda and Bernard, Churchwardens 
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www.viviencresswell.co.uk www.viviencresswell.co.uk 

Richard Mason, NCH Arb 
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 

and Arboriculturist                       
Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3  7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 

www.viviencresswell.co.uk 
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STEPPING UP TO THE PLATE 

You will all be familiar with the traditional offertory collection carried out here at 
St Michael’s and in churches across the country. This lets church attendees give a 
monetary donation to the church and to augment this with a 25% government tax 
rebate by using the Gift Aid envelopes.   

However, we are aware that fewer people have real money in their purses and 
pockets these days, and that we need to keep up with the digital world.  So, for 
those of you who are “tap and go” types we have now introduced into St Michael’s 
a new offertory plate, which will be available each week in the Sidesman’s Pew as 
you come into church. This will allow you to quickly “tap” a contribution to St 
Michael’s and avoid that struggle to find the right cash.  

The plate has been set to routinely debit £3 from your card, although this can be 
increased using the “+” key or by repeated taps to suit your wishes.  The church 
will continue with the offertory collection as previously and will of course be very 
grateful for all contributions.  However, if this new method suits you please “step 
up to the plate” and try out this new facility when you next join us at St. Michael’s. 

Bernard Hawkins (Free-will Offering Secretary) 

Date Chancel Nave Aisles 

6
th

 Dec. Lynn Scotcher 
Gaye Wickens 
Eiluned Slot 

Barbara Pruszynska 
Sarah Chalker 

13
th

 Dec. Geri Hollingworth 
Jane Ferrett 
 Anne Forrest 

  

20
th

 Dec. Julie Hardy 
Gaye Wickens 
Eiluned Slot 

Sarah Chalker 
Diana North 

27
th

 Dec. Jane Ferrett 
Lynn Scotcher 
Diana Fitchett 

  

3
rd

 Jan. Pam Armitage 
Julie Hardy 
Barbara Pruszynska 

Bridget Ridley 
Diana Fitchett 

10
th

 Jan. Diana North 
Heather Hutton 
Charmain Stow 

  

CLEANING ROTA—DECEMBER 2019 
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DECEMBER SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S 

Date St. Michael’s Betchworth St. Mary’s Buckland 

1st  December 
1st Sunday of 
Advent  
 
 
 

 
 
 

11 am Family Eucharist 
Bishop Christopher      

presiding ** 
 

 
4 pm ACTF  

 
 
 

8
th

 December 
2nd Sunday of 
Advent   

 
8 am Holy Communion 

 
 
 

11am  Parish                     
Communion**   

 
9:30 am Iona  

15
h
 
 
December 

3rd Sunday of 
Advent 
 
 

 
 
 
 

11 am  Family Parish  
Communion **   

(Christingle) 

    
 

 

8 am Holy Communion 
 

9.30 am Parish            
Communion  

  

 
Wednesday 
18th December 

  

7 pm  Service of Nine    
Lessons and Carols 

followed by Mulled wine 
and Mince pies 
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Date St. Michael’s Betchworth St. Mary’s Buckland 

22
nd

 December 
4th Sunday of 
Advent   

8 am Holy Communion 
 
 

11 am Parish  
Communion** (Said) 

 
 

5 pm  Service of Nine    
Lessons and Carols 

 
9.30 am  Parish             

Communion   
 
 
 

24th December 
Christmas Eve  

 
 

     5.30 pm Crib Service  
      (Church Street)   

 
 
 

4.00 pm Children’s  
 Candlelight  Service  

 
 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass 

25
th

 December 
Christmas Day 

 
11am  Parish Communion  at  St. Michael’s  

Betchworth 
  

29
th

 December 
1st Sunday  af-
ter Christmas 

  
 9:30 am Parish  

Communion at St. Mary’s Buckland 

5
th

 January 
The Epiphany 

 
 
 
 

11 am  Family Service**  
 

5 pm Evensong 

8 am Holy Communion 
 
 

9:30 am Parish  
Communion (Said) 

 
 

 
**   Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are 

just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together 
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 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCK-
HAM 

TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

Myra V. Baston 
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST 

 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

Craniosacral Therapist 
 

15a Dene Street, Dorking  RH4 2DB 
Tel:  01306 889680 

THE HAIR S TUDIO 
ON BROCKHAM GREEN 

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm 

Unisex sa lon 

Carefree hair for  

your ind ividua l needs 

Tel 01737 843533 

 

Josh Flynn 
Gardening Maintenance 

 

Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery 
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control 

 
Tel:  01737 202179 
Mob: 07920 715779 
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S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

•  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

•  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

•  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

•  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

•  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  

 

 Chris 
  Long 
                    

 

 

 

• GRASSCUTTING 

• HEDGE CUTTING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCE 

• SHED & GARAGE 
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS 

 

TEL:  01737 844039 
MOB: 07887 505811 
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CHRISTOPHER HERRICK’S ORGAN RECITAL: OCTOBER 12TH 2019 

If there were doubts about the suitability, let alone the cost, of having a new organ 
at St. Michael’s, they would surely have been dispelled by international concert 
organist Christopher Herrick's magnificent recital on Saturday 6th October. 

In a wide ranging programme, with music from the 18th to the 21st centuries, 
Christopher thrilled the large audience of over 80 people.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Grand Offertoire by Edouard Baptiste (1820-76), showed off the organ to 
great effect with its grandiose opening and closing, a quieter Bel Canto section, 
and lively operatic type interludes. 

This in stark contrast to the third of Variations on Amazing Grace, by Ian 
Farrington (b.1977). with its gospel/jazz influences, and followed by Bonnet’s 
Matin Provençal – an entirely secular piece in spite of the composer being a 
church organist.    

Edwin Lemare’s Concert Fantasia took three well known English melodies: The 
Sailors Hornpipe; the British Grenadiers; and Rule Britannia, combined 
together, with Auld Lang Syne ff on the pedals at the end. A remarkable tour de 
force. 

Then, as if to show that Germany also could produce organ composers (!) 
Beethoven and Bach formed the middle part of the programme, the former by a 
masterpiece of his middle period the F major Andante and the latter by one of his 
most difficult Preludes and Fugues - the D major BWV 532. 

Finally, three triple forte chords from Shostakovich's opera Lady Macbeth of 
Mitsensk shook the foundations of the church with the full might of Kenneth 
Tickell's 2014 organ.    Then, with still more virtuoso playing, Pietro Yon's 
Concert Study "Flying Feet" when Christopher’s feet really did fly (!) brought 
the official ending of this entertaining recital to a close. However, the audience 
demanded more, so Herrick played the "The Power of Life” by the Norwegian 
Mons Takle - a piece which had been specially written for him, and which held no 
quarter to the Yon piece that had preceded. 

 

Christopher Slater  

"Concert Organist Christopher Herrick 
enjoying a glass of wine following his 
Recital at St Michael's Church.  An audience 
of over 80 enjoyed a wonderful afternoon of 
organ music." 

'Richard Neville-Carlé' 
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CAROL SINGERS ALERT 

New Date: December 17th. Meet at OLD WALL Cottage Nursing Home 

New time 5.45 pm 

Finish at The Dolphin 8.15 for Bangers and Mash £13.00 £6.50 for children. 

Booking essential for food. No later than December 10.  

CAROL SINGERS. Please bring torches, Christmas hats and lots of children 

Please ring Eiluned Slot 842010 

BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY  

On Friday 18 October, the Buckland Reading Room was packed with Betchworth 
& Buckland Society members and friends sitting at six large well decorated 
tables.  They enjoyed a fine evening hosted by Mark of The Vine King in Reigate 
which allowed them to learn how to taste wine, instead of simply drinking it. Mark 
took everyone through seven rounds of wines, from all over the world - South 
Africa, California, and Germany and everyone enjoyed the variety of wine and 
Mark’s ability to discuss their contrasting characters. 

To say there were nibbles was an understatement, there was an equally wide choice 
of cheeses and olives which all appreciated. Thanks are certainly due to Tamlynne 
Chapman, Claire Dobson, Jackie Ellison and Helen Barton who made it all happen 
so well that the guests seemed not to want to go home at the end. 

Richard Worsley 

Chairman 
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For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC –  COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL 
 

 

 

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating 
 

Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting 
 

Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work 
 

 

 

For Free Advice and Estimates call: 
 

01737 843844  or  07850 563091 

For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC –  COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL 
 

 

 

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating 
 

Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting 
 

Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work 
 

 

 

For Free Advice and Estimates call: 
 

01737 843844  or  07850 563091 
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FARM DIARY  

Could someone turn the bloody tap off!!!!! I've had enough, I'm sure everyone has. 
There's not a lot of field work which can be done in the wet, once the ground is full 
then there's not much chance of drying out for drilling, ploughing, cultivating or 
even just driving across the fields. Some light soil farms still have a chance and 
may get on, but on heavier clay soils it just lays wet and if you do manage to sow 
some wheat, barley or oats it may just rot in the ground. We have put all the winter 
cereal seed in the empty grainstore as I suspect it will not be needed now until next 
year so our thoughts turn to plan B which is spring sown cereals and redesigning 
our cropping plan. Spring seed is not in abundance as not much is grown. Spring 
barley seed should be OK to get, but spring wheat is very short, so much so I 
cannot get the variety we need in southern England and so it has been ordered from 
'Up north'. We are also going to grow some Spring barley, Spring beans and fallow 
(which is basically just leaving fields untouched for the year). 

Winter means housed cattle, so the routine of bedding, feeding and mucking out 
takes over. All the cattle are now in and weaned of their calves; the heifer calves 
are all at Church Farm, they will be fed well until February when they will all go to 
market, apart from some replacements we keep back to help breeding numbers. 
The bull calves are all at Snowerhill next to their mums, which is not ideal but we 
are short on space, these have been sold privately as I don't think we will achieve a 
higher price through market once transport and market cost have been added, and 
as for the cows, well their next step is pregnancy testing, which will decide whether 
they stay or go. We have a lot of sialage for winter feed this year and so do most 
people, it's been a good grass year, but those who grow maize are having a tough 
time by not being able to get it off the field. There is a lot of maize still 
unharvested. We don't grow maize for forage, we just feed home grown basic grass 
sialage, nothing complicated here (keep it simple is a great rule!) 

Happy Christmas 

Martin 

 
A CHRISTMAS WISH 

Margaret Taylor wishes everybody in the locality 
and the parishes of St.Mary's and St. Michael's a 
very Happy Christmas and New Year, and will be 
donating to Charity instead of sending cards. 
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www.rsande.co.uk 
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The Poland Trust has a vacancy for a single person or a couple in Poland House. 

The Poland Trust helps people who are in need hardship and/or distress in the 
parishes of Brockham, Betchworth, Buckland and Leigh. At Poland House we 
have ten residential units with a very strong and supportive residents’ community 
supported by our warden and all set in beautiful grounds.  

If you or a family member are struggling and would like to be considered for this 
vacancy, please contact the Poland House warden on 01737 843121 and we will 
send you an application form. 

The deadline for applications is 13
th

 December. 

Martin Smith 

Chairman 

The Poland Trust 

LUNGI SIERRA LEONE CHARITY 

Melanie and Richard would like to wish a Very Merry Christmas to all our 

Sponsors whose donations have made such a difference to the lives of so many 

villagers in the Community of Lungi this year - It means so much to have your 

continued support. Without you there would be no prosthetics for our 7 year old 

and she could not walk, no cataract operations for our villagers to save sight, and 

no funding to give the children a chance sit their exams and go to Secondary 

school. This year has been a great success with the opening of the Diagnostic 

Laboratory, building a new class for the Primary School, and opening an IT 

Institute for Girls, but we need you to help us to help the poorest prosper. There is 

always so much to do.  A full write up will be out shortly so watch this space!   

For those who would like to contribute, Donations would be most gratefully 

received to  

Lloyds Bank plc, Branch 30-90–89, account Lungi Sierra Leone, No. 48567168 

Or simply call Melanie on 07884325952 to see how best you can help. 

Have a Brilliant Christmas, God Bless, and Thank You 
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Christmas is upon us again and it seems only like 
yesterday when we were returning from the school 
summer holiday. Christmas is a wonderful time to be 
working in a school and to be able to share with children 
the fun and excitement of parties, presents and 
performances. 

As I mentioned last month, adding to the fun is our 
school Christmas Shopping Evening on Thursday 21

st 
November 6.45-9.00pm. We will have over 20 local 
stalls selling beauty & skincare products, Christmas wreaths, clothing, homemade 
preserves, gifts for all thefamily, children's toys and much more - do come along if 
you can. 

During December we are also celebrating Christingle on all three bases and our 
school Carol Service will be held at Christ Church in Brockham. All in all a busy 
time for the pupils at North Downs Primary. 

In school we try to celebrate Christmas in a traditional way with a proper school 
Christmas lunch with turkey and all the trimmings, a Christmas tree, and a 
Christmas post box for children’s cards. We feel it is important to teach children 
that Christmas is as much about giving as well as getting and we encourage 
children to think about those children in this country and overseas who are not so 
fortunate. We will therefore enjoy a ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ in aid of Save the 
Children UK. 

On behalf of all the children, staff and governors I would like to wish you all a 
happy and healthy Christmas. 

Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY 
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in Buckland and Betchworth 

                        

CHRISTMAS DRINKS 
Sunday 15th December from 12 midday 

Buckland Reading Room 
Members £10, guests £15 (children 5+ half 

price) 
Places are limited, to book please email: 

betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com 
Duncan Ferns will be signing copies of his new book  

A Village History of Buckland 
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MOT Testing 

Station 
 

 

Repairs & Servicing 

to all makes 
 

 

Reigate Road 
Buckland, 

Near Reigate 
 

01737 
242766 

SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS 
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists 

 

35 years experience, Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

 

Domestic, commercial and listed 
buildings, new builds 

 

Lime Mortar, Stonework,  
Crack Stitching 

 

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork 
pointing undertaken by traditional 

brickwork pointers 
 

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,  
Church Street, Betchworth 

01737 844364 or 07821 614909 
Email:  markgilbert@live.com;   
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk 

mailto:betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com
mailto:markgilbert@live.com
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A CHRISTMAS WISH 
 

The Editors (Ros Rokison, Sian Winter and Tim 
Warren), the Desktop Publishers (Ros Rokison, 

Alison Hedges and John Scotcher) and the 
Management Team of the Magazine (which 

comprises the above, plus Pam Armitage, Bernard 
Hawkins, Karen Munroe, Jackie Ellison, and Susie 

Redburn) would all like to wish our readers and 
advertisers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 
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SINGING FOR FUN GROUP 

On Monday 16
th

 December at 11am in the Reading Room in Buckland, the 

Singing for Fun Group will be presenting a selection of Christmas songs, 

accompanied by pianist Gina Eason. Some of the songs will be familiar, others less 

well known, a varied selection of old and new, with an opportunity for audience 

participation. 

Members of the group are inviting friends, family and local residents to come and 

hear us sing and join us for refreshments. You might even like to join us for regular 

singing sessions on the first and third Monday of the month at 10-12 noon. Come 

for a free trial. 

Admission to our Christmas presentation is free but the group has decided to have 

a collection for Buckland’s One World Group, the charity-Money for Madagascar. 

DOG SHARING OPPORTUNITY IN BETCHWORTH 
 

When our friend died of cancer in February of 
this year we had been helping out by looking after 
her dogs, Basil (11 year old Border Terrier cross) 
and Roxy (11 year old Border Terrier) and they 
have stayed with us ever since. They are adorable 
and affectionate and treat each other like an old 
married couple - ones that get on! 

Although we love dogs we deliberately didn't 
choose to have our own as my elderly mother lives in Scotland and we have a 
number of other commitments. It would be really helpful if we could find an 
additional home where they could go regularly for holidays or short breaks or 
someone to dog share. 

They are both very well trained, good natured loving pets. Basil can be a bit 
nervous around other dogs but is well behaved at home and both of them are 
excellent around children. They would be perfect for someone who loves dogs but 
is also unable to have their own on a full time basis. 

If you, or someone you know, could be interested in this opportunity we would love 
to hear from you. 

Linda Slater 
lindamslater1@gmail.com 
07833 737576 
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THE SHOP AT STROOD GREEN—CHRISTMAS 

Christmas stock has all arrived at our shop now and we will not be reordering!  

Do come and have a browse at the wonderful selection. Something for everyone: - 
stocking fillers, chocolates for the tree, beautiful gift boxes of biscuits and unusual 
foodie gifts, cards, wrapping paper and tags, plain brown paper for the more 
natural look, a lovely selection of wines, bottle bags and tissue paper. 

We also have most things you need for all your Christmas baking, including a 
range of stuffings, Christmas cheeses and deli, GF festive stuffing and GF bread 
sauce, cinnamon sticks, and other spices in small amounts, just enough for your 
recipe. 

Please make a note of our opening hours. 

All our staff work hard all year round, but will be taking a well deserved rest with 
their families on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. 

Reduced hours on the rest of the days, but whenever we are open, we will be 
baking fresh bread and pastries for you.  

(Westcott Bakery will be closed between Christmas and New Year, so no sliced 
bread. If you would especially like their bread, may we suggest you order before 
Christmas and freeze it?) 

BREAD ORDERS.  It would help us enormously if you could please order your 
bead, rolls, baguettes etc wherever possible (baked or unbaked). This will also 
avoid disappointment.. 

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 2019 

Christine (Manager) and the Team   

01737  843965 

www.theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk  

Facebook: The Shop at Strood Green 

Twitter: @AtStroodShop  

Tue 24th   7 – 2 

Christmas Day CLOSED 

Boxing Day     CLOSED 

Fri 27th   8 – 2 

Sat 28th   8 – 2 

Sun 29th   8.30 – 2.30 

Mon 30th  8 – 2 

Tue 31st    8 – 2 

Wed 1st    CLOSED 
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NEW BUCKLAND VILLAGE HISTORY BOOK 

Buckland 1000-2000 With 2020 Vision 

Twenty years ago, Duncan Ferns wrote the first history of Buckland village.  After 
a few years working for the Buckland Estate and a further 20 years living in 
Buckland, his understanding of the village history has developed and spurred him 
to complete further research.  He has just published the Second Edition 'With 2020 
Vision' - with lots of previously unpublished old photographs and anecdotes.  Now 
with 300 pages and printed in colour, it has many new sections and a fully rewritten 
history of St Mary's Church.    

For a limited period until 31 December 2019, it is available with £5 off the Retail 
Price of £25 for direct orders only.  Please email Duncan to obtain a copy at the 
price of £20 - fernsdc@gmail.com.    

Inspection Copies are available at both St Mary's Buckland and St Michael's 
Betchworth Churches, and at Buckland Deli where they can also be purchased 
(£25). 

Many thanks 

Duncan Ferns 

Buckland Parish Magazine Editor 

MINDFULNESS IN BETCHWORTH 

Mindful Surrey run stress reduction courses on Thursdays at 7pm. Next course in 
the Hamilton Room starts Jan 16th, free taster session on Jan 9th. Start the New 
Year with a greater sense of calm and wellbeing! Please get in touch with local 
teacher, Catherine Nasskau, for more information. 

07366 333 273   -   info@mindfulsurrey.co.uk.  -   www.mindfulsurrey.co.uk  

OSTEOPATHY AVAILABLE 

Paul Wright, Bodywright Osteopathy, The Old Nurseries, Kiln Lane, Brockham, 
RH3 7LX. 

Telephone: 07873 541713  

Website: www.bodywright.co.uk.  Email: bookings@bodywright.co.uk  

Small Ads (contd.) 

mailto:fernsdc@gmail.com
mailto:info@mindfulsurrey.co.uk
http://www.mindfulsurrey.co.uk/
http://www.bodywright.co.uk/
mailto:bookings@bodywright.co.uk
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MUSIC IN DORKING – DECEMBER 2019 

7th at 3.00, Ladybirds choir at United Reformed Church hall, £7.50, 01737 843662 

10th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

13th at 1.00, Christmas concert at Leith Hill Place, £20, 0344 249 1895 

14th at 4.00, Dorking Choral Society at United Reformed Church, £7, 07847 
477052 

15th at 1.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

16th at 1.30, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

17th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

During December the focus is naturally on Christmas music.  The Dorking Choral 
Society will be joined by children from St Joseph’s school for its Christmas 
concert.  There will be music and carols for all the family to enjoy, with mince 
pies and mulled wine afterwards.  The Ladybirds choir, conducted by Helena 
Twentyman, will present a variety of music, from traditional carols such as Away 
in a manger and O holy night, to light-hearted Christmas songs.  The choir will be 
joined by two violinists for Elgar’s beautiful and evocative The snow.  There will 
be tea and mince pies after the performance, and the concert is held in aid of The 
Concert Club, a charity which provides social events for visually-impaired adults 
and the elderly. 

At Leith Hill Place (the childhood home of Ralph Vaughan Williams) the National 
Trust is presenting a Christmas concert with the virtuoso trumpeter Crispian Steele
-Perkins.  Alongside some festive music there will also be an interesting 
exploration of historical brass instruments.  Mulled wine and mince pies will be 
served in the interval. 

The Dorking Halls has two screenings of that favourite Christmas ballet, 
Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker, from the Bolshoi ballet in Moscow, and also two 
screenings of Delibes’ Coppelia from the Royal Ballet in London.  

Have a very happy Christmas! 

Ian Codd 

RANMORE RENOVATIONS-Local Builder. 
New Bathroom installations, re-design, renovations, plumbing/heating, tiling, 
electrics, plastering, decorating, Karndean flooring, all building works. All works 
guaranteed, fully insured, 35 years  experience. 
Please contact Damian 07940599845/01306 880332 
email: musgrovebuild@gmail.com 

Small Ads 
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 

That’s it folks. In the blink of an eye the year is over and by the time you read this 
the Clubhouse will be closed and all the equipment put to bed until next spring. The 
reason it has gone so quickly is because of the season we have had. We have won 
twice as many games as we have lost and most of those defeats were played in the 
rain. We are such a fair weather club. We are not the biggest of sides but every 
member has contributed in some way or another to our success. 

The ladies did magnificently to reach the final of the Mole Valley Cup only to be 
defeated by a County ladened side from Oxshott. On the mixed front, for the second 
time in three years, we won the Friendship League played amongst all the local 
teams. A great achievement for the smallest club in the league. 

On the social front we have recently run a quiz night, a race night and a bingo with 
a difference evening. All three were well supported by members and their friends 
and were a great success. We finished with our annual presentation night, expertly 
organised by John Hoad, and a big thank you to Marc and his team at the Red Lion 
who looked after us extremely well. 

Our AGM saw last year’s successful captain Christine Knight re-elected to lead us 
again next season and hopefully reach even greater heights. If you want to know 
more about the Club or bowls please contact her on 07810 515345 or chat to me 
when I’m delivering you Xmas goodies.  

I hope you all winter well and I’ll be back in the New Year. Happy Christmas. 

Rick Lawrence 

A NIGHT OF STEPHEN SONDHEIM 

6
th

 and 7
th

 DECEMBER 2019 

at 

THE GREEN ROOM THEATRE, DORKING at 7.45pm 

A DDOS PRODUCTION 

“If I cannot fly let me sing” Stephen Sondheim 

Stephen Sondheim is one of the great musical composers and lyricists of our 
time.  His songs are powerful, emotional and truthful.  He has written the music 
for shows such as SweeneyTodd, Follies, A Little Night Music and Merrily We 
Roll Along, to name but a few. 

A Night of Sondheim is a celebration of his work, with songs like Losing My 
Mind (Follies), Being Alive (Company) and Send in the Clowns (A Little Night 
Music) included, and more rare gems.  It will be a show to remember! 

 Tickets are £10-£12 and you can book your tickets by calling Dorking Halls:  
01306 881717 or ONLINE : dorkinghalls.co.uk 

mailto:musgrovebuild@gmail.com
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DORKING MUSEUM IN DECEMBER 

Dorking Museum offers seasonal greetings to all readers and to the supporters and 
friends of the Museum.  Please note that the Museum will be closed over the main 
Christmas/New Year period, closing on December 21st and re-opening on January 
4th.  

Our current exhibition, 
‘You, Me and Those Who 
Came Before’, presented in 
conjunction with art 
psychotherapist Sophia 
Cowx, explores Dorking's 
response to past refugee 
crises, offers an artistic 
exploration of the emergence 
of the poppy as a symbol of 
remembrance, and examines 
its connections with healing 

over the centuries.  

Book launch, 5
th

 December: The authors of two new books with a 
local geological theme will be at the Museum for a talk and book 
signing.  Sam Dawson, author of “Dorking a Town Underground”, 
tells of a unique legacy of historical sites that live on in the 
darkness below the streets of the town.  Peter Brown, author of 
“The Vanishing River of Box Hill”, explores the mysterious story 
of the ‘vanishing’ River Mole.   7pm, doors open 6.30pm.  Tickets 
via the website or on the door, £7.  

 

Seeking village pub photos: David Langford and Jim Docking, authors of the 
book ‘Time Gentlemen, Please: The Story of Dorking Pubs’, are 
researching for a follow-up book, taking in the surrounding 
villages.  They are looking for old pictures (dated if possible) of 
any pubs in the areas of Betchworth, or maybe Abinger, Brockham, 
Buckland, Capel, Charlwood, Headley, Holmwood, Leigh, 
Mickleham, Newdigate, Ockley, Westcott and Wotton – especially 
pubs that have closed now – and any personal memories that go 
with the pictures.  Please mail to admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk, 
or drop into the Museum, with information about photo credits. 

The Museum is at 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS.  Open Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday 10am-4pm. Visit www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries to 
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or phone 01306 876591.  
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THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

2019 was a successful and forward thinking year. It started with three very 
interesting and informative talks.  Barry Newman showed us simple but very 
effective ideas how to grow fruit, vegetables and a novel way how to water our 
plant containers.  Strawberries grown in a pallet not only brought colour to the 
garden but were very practical by not trailing on the ground.  Chris Stewart spoke 
about the life of the Mole.  A creature you don’t often see but can easily ruin your 
lawn if it decides to tunnel in your garden.  Hedges are preferred by moles for their 
nests.  Hedges allow rain to fall into the nests getting more worms, the diet of the 
Mole.  Mark Dobell a head gardener for 25 years shared his secrets of taking 
cuttings and splitting plants.  Excellent advice. 

May’s Plant Sale diversified this year which proved a success and the Society had 
its best profit yet.  One hundred plants were donated by Simon, a Brockham 
resident, which delighted everyone.  The garden ornaments sold well and the 
Dorking hospital knitters displayed their garments too.  

As always the Autumn Show was well supported by our Members and the 
standards remained high.  The School Allotment children produced a brilliant box 
of their home grown vegetables. The judges were very impressed.  The children 
displayed jewellery designs, beautiful pictures and garden designs on a plate.  The 
theme for the floral art was Halloween and Bonfire night and the designs were 
colourful and imaginative.  The pumpkin and squash entries were amazingly large 
and proved too heavy for the tables. 

If you wish to join our Horticultural Society please email bghsociety@hotmail.com  
for more details.   We are always interested in new blood and fresh ideas. 

The Horticultural Society would like to wish all of our members a very Happy 
Christmas and a Prosperous 2020. 

SECRETS TO INNER PEACE 

If you can start the day without caffeine, 

If you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains, 

If you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles, 

If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for it, 

If you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to give you any time, 

If you can take criticism and blame without resentment, 

If you can conquer tension without medical help, 

If you can relax without alcohol, 

If you can sleep without the aid of drugs, 

Then You Are Probably 

The Family Dog. 

mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
mailto:bghsociety@hotmail.com

