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Parish Letter – February 2020
Dear Friends
The month of February is a turning point from the long
dark nights and the dreary winter. It’s a time when we
look forward to the start of a change of season, namely
Spring, which is just around the corner. A time where
signs of new life start to appear on the ground and on the
trees, and life seems a bit more positive.
At the end of February, the Church’s season also changes as we enter the season
of Lent on Ash Wednesday. In the Old Testament there are several references to
repentance in dust, ash and sack cloth: in Job 2:12 we are told how Job’s
comforters ‘raised their voices and wept aloud; they tore their robes and threw
dust in the air upon their heads’. Also, Daniel 9:3 ‘So I gave my attention to the
Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and
ashes’.
The words ‘Remember you are dust and to dust you will return’, said as the priest
marks a cross of ash on our foreheads, is symbolic of the Genesis account of our
beginnings, and our fallen state. On a more positive note, the words ‘Repent and
believe the gospel’ then follow, which is a call to let go of our past failures and to
start anew.
Lent is a precious time of self-reflection and discernment as we prepare for Easter,
which is why during this time both churches have no flower arrangements, there
are no weddings or baptisms celebrated and the Gloria is omitted in worship.
Meetings are kept to an absolute minimum to keep focused on the journey ahead
which leads into Holy week. As part of that journey the Upper Mole Group have
come together to offer a Lent course based on the film ‘The Way’, which is
centred on El Camino de Santiago, the Way of St James. "The W ay" is a
powerful and inspirational story about family, friends and the challenges we face
while navigating this ever-changing and complicated world.
Lent is also a time when people ‘give things up’- like chocolate, cakes or sweets,
or changing of habits like watching television. The notion of giving up something
is aligned to Jesus fasting in the wilderness for 40 days. We generally think of
Lent as 40 days, but the period from Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday is actually
46 days. Within this period there are 6 Sundays. The early church felt these should
not be included as Sunday is the day when we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. So,
the good news is, if you are giving up something for Lent, you get a ‘time out’ on
Sundays should you wish to, so enjoy! Personally, I prefer not to give something
up, mainly through lack of will power, but also because I like to do something
positive for Lent. This could be committing to reading a spiritual book, or
meditating 10 minutes extra each day on scripture, or simply taking time each day
to think of 3 things that I am grateful for. Doing something positive leads us closer

Parish Magazine

32

Betchworth - February 2020

Parish Magazine

1

Betchworth - February 2020

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

to God and could also include going the extra mile for a friend in need, by
committing to visit or call them once a week or visit someone you wouldn’t
normally see. Taking this on in a thoughtful way could make a huge difference.
Alternatively, you could decide to buy Fairtrade goods whilst shopping. Fairtrade
goods are increasingly available in supermarkets and by using Fairtrade products
it changes people’s lives and contributes towards a more just society. These are
just a handful of ideas and whatever you decide to do or not do during Lent, I pray
that it is a valuable time to help think about deepening our relationship with God
and each other as we prepare for Easter.
God Bless,
Reverend Anna
CLEANING ROTA – February 2020
Chancel
Nave

Date
7th Feb.

Jane Ferrett

Lynn Scotcher
Diana Fitchett

14th Feb.

Pam Armitage

Julie Hardy
Barbara Pruszynska

21st Feb.

Diana North

Heather Hutton
Charmain Stow

28th Feb.

Lynn Scotcher

Gaye Wickens
Eiluned Slot

6th March

Geri Hollingworth

Jane Ferrett
Anne Forrest

Julie Hardy

Gaye Wickens
Eiluned Slot

13th
March

Aisles

Bridget Ridley
Diana Fitchett

Barbara Pruszynska
Sarah Chalker

Sarah Chalker
Diana North

CHURCH COLLECTIONS IN DECEMBER
Gift Aided

£915.88

Non Gift Aided

£598.61

Sundries

£91.61

Total

£1606.10
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FEBRUARY SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S

Date

St. Michael’s Betchworth

2nd February

8am Holy Communion

Presentation of
Christ

11 am Family Services **

St. Mary’s Buckland
9.30 am Iona

5 pm UMG Services -Leigh
th

8am Holy Communion

9 February
3rd Sunday
before Lent

9:30am Parish Communion
11am Parish Communion**

th

16 February

www.viviencresswell.co.uk

2nd Sunday
before Lent

5 pm Youth Group
8am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion
11 am Family Parish
Communion **

23rd February

8am Holy Communion

Sunday Next
before Lent

9:30am Parish Communion
11am Martins

26th February
8 pm Holy Communion
Ash Wednesday
1st March
1st Sunday of
Lent

(Imposition of Ashes)

8am Holy Communion
9:30am Iona
11am Family Service**
5 pm Evensong

* In the Hamilton Room
** Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are
just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together
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CRIB SERVICE 2019
The Crib Service this year was
again blessed with a fine evening.
The weeks before had seen very
heavy rainfall-both Betchworth
and Brockham bridges had been
closed, with flooding also in
Wonham Lane, at the Mill and the
Dolphin.
However, by 24th December the rain had stopped and, although a bit muddy, the
service went ahead as planned.
This was our new rector, Anna Moore's, first Crib Service. I think she was
surprised to see just how many people turned up!
Cecily was our Mary again this year and sang beautifully. Baby Jesus was Josh
and Suzanne's Olly and he behaved just as you would expect baby Jesus to
behave!
Our readers, Ceci and Winne Webb, Joseph Codling and Tom Alexander were
outstanding. Ken, George and Tochi , as our beautifully attired kings, were
wonderful as always. Dan was Joseph, looking exactly as we all think Joseph
might have looked back then.
Huge thanks to everyone: Julie and her band of instrumentalists - Rachel, James,
Eloise and Alice and, of course, to Carol Jackson from Kilmarnock Horse Rescue
in Norwood Hill for bringing Annie the donkey, and also to Richard and Jennifer
for again this year bringing the sheep. We still need a cow...(oxen).if anybody has
a small cow which could be available next year please let me know!
Another thank you goes to Dan and Shellie from Garden Cottage, for looking after
our kings and Joseph (and supplying them with some Dutch courage before the
event!)
Probably the biggest thanks goes to Richard and Robin for turning up every year
to spend hours putting up lighting and fixing up the sound system, which makes
our service so special.
375 people were counted in at this service and the collection came to £457, which
goes to The Children's Society with a donation to Kilmarnock Horse and Pony
Rescue.
Thank you all for turning up and making this wonderful start to Christmas
Pam Armitage
Parish Magazine

4

Betchworth - February 2020

Parish Magazine

29

Betchworth - February 2020

Church Reports and Notices

Local Services

LENT LUNCHES FEBRUARY-APRIL 2020
Friday Lent Lunches will run from 12-2pm on the dates below. Please put the
dates in your diary! You can pop in any time during this time for a frugal lunch:
soup, bread, etc. A chance to catch up with friends and meet new ones. Donations
go towards the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call (details in the magazine).
Many thanks to those who have offered to host these lunches. Please ring the
relevant number, details below, if you need directions or to tell the hostess that
you are coming.
28th
February

Linda Slater

01737 844632

13th March

Hilary Ely

01737 769108

20th March

Sara Smart

01737 242285

27th March

Eiluned Slot

01737 842010

3rd April

Diana Fitchett

01737 201423

10 Lazell Gardens
Brockham Park
Betchworth RH3 7BF
The Hamilton Room
Little Santon Farm
Trumpet Hill
Reigate RH2 8QY
The Red House
Old Reigate Road
Betchworth, RH3 7DR
21 The Walled Garden,
Betchworth, RH3 7DH

FOR THE REGISTERS
Baptisms in January
We welcome to the Church:
(Twins) Ellis Zachary Callender Chambers & Georgina Jasmine Callender
Chambers, son and daughter of Spencer Chambers and Allison Callender
Chambers, baptised on 12th January at St Michael’s
Ottilie Francoise Rose Plumley, daughter of Edward and Nicola Plumley –
baptised on 19th January 2020 at St Michaels
Funerals
We send our condolences to the friends and family of those who have died:
Mrs Brenda Judd Funeral service to be held on 24th January at St Michaels.
Interment of Ashes in the Burial Ground
Eric Potterton of 2 Crestview Dive, Lowestoft, who died on the 16th September
2019 aged 72.
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THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
2019 has been another year when the people of Buckland and Betchworth have
been very supportive of the Children’s Society and the work it does with children
in many areas of this country.
Thank you to everyone who supported the Christingle service in St Michael’s in
December, raising £78-31p from the little candle collecting boxes and envelopes.
And thank you to those who, through saving their small change in their House
Box, have raised an amazing £348-90p. Imagine all those pennies and 5pences,
and the larger coins which otherwise would have clogged up pockets and purses,
which have now been put to work, enabling young people who have no-one in
their family to support them through difficult teen-age years and a family crisis.
The Children’s Society is able to provide mentors and support in and out of school
to bullied children and those in family break-ups, turning around the lives of
young people and encouraging them to have faith in their abilities and continue in
education. It also supports those older ones leaving the care services, giving them
safe places to meet and support each other.

Josh Flynn
Gardening Maintenance
Grass Cu ng – Hedge Cu ng – Tree Surgery
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control
Tel: 01737 202179
Mob: 07920 715779

Every penny raised is well used and appreciated by the young people themselves.
If you would like to help or support The Children’s Society, please ask me,
Margaret Miller, for a House Box, or contact me on 01737 842098 or e-mail:
jma.miller@btinternet.com
Thank you

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

Margaret Miller
CS Co-ordinator for Betchworth and Buckland

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

CAROL SINGING
A cheerful band of carollers carolled
their way round the village from The Old
Wall Nursing Home to homes near the
Dolphin.

Myra V. Baston
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST

There they ended up with sausage and
mash and £28.85 in the collecting bucket
for St Catherine's Hospice.

Chartered Physiotherapist
Craniosacral Therapist

Thank you to all the singers and those
who most generously donated.

15a Dene Street, Dorking RH4 2DB
Tel: 01306 889680

Eiluned Slot
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DEAR FRIENDS OF THE UPPER MOLE GROUP
With the New Year upon us it is time to get some important dates in the diary for
the months ahead. This year the Upper Mole Group will be hosting a Lent group
based on the film ‘The Way’ which concentrates on four characters walking El
Camino de Santiago, The way of St James. The Camino de Santiago is a
traditional 900-kilometer pilgrimage route through Spain that draws tens of
thousands of travellers every year. The course concentrates on the theme of
journeying an as we travel through Lent and approach Easter it is a wonderful time
to come together and reflect not only on the characters and the biblical association
but also the connection to our individual journeys.
In keeping with the travelling theme, the course will move around the Upper Mole
Group each Tuesday in Lent 8pm – 9.30pm. We hope that you will be able to
join us for some, if not all the sessions. If you have a chance, it is worth seeing the
film before the course, Revd Anna has a copy of anyone would like to borrow it.
The dates for your diary are;
Tuesday 3rd March is in Sidlow
Tuesday 10th March is in Brockham
Tuesday 17th March is in Buckland
Tuesday 24th March is in Brockham
Tuesday 31st March is in Betchworth
The Upper Mole Group are also celebrating the completion of the Spire at Leigh in
our next joint service at 5pm on the 2nd February. This is to mar k an amazing
achievement of raising £100,000 for the restoration works. We hope that the
churches can come together for this wonderful occasion. We look forward to
seeing you there.
God Bless
The Revds.. Anna, Sue, Jonathan, David & Frank

SAVE THE DATE
Quiz Night in village hall
Friday 24th April
there will be a theme, so watch this space!
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February marks the midpoint of the school year and
heralds the start of lighter mornings and evenings. School
days are now much extended, with some children starting
at Breakfast club at 8.00am as well as attending after
school care ‘Moles Club’ until 6.00pm. This results in
those children starting and ending school whilst it is still
dark, so February offers a welcome return to longer
hours of daylight. In addition, many of our children
attend a variety of after school clubs that usually extend
their school day by an extra hour or so. I am sure we are all looking forward to a
little less rain and a little more sunshine!
Charity fundraising continues to form an important aspect of children’s education.
Our pupils are fortunate but it is important that they understand that many
children and families are not as privileged. Over the Christmas period, we raised
funds for two charities; Save the Children and the Children’s Society – raising a
staggering total just under £1000.
As the term progresses the children will be learning about the Chinese New Year
of the Rat, as well as looking forward to Easter, with all the usual Easter
activities. In addition, our Whole School Values for this term are ‘Collaboration’
and ‘Determination’ helping us all to try to ‘be the best we can be, every day.’
Jane Douglass
Headteacher
North Downs Primary School, Betchworth Village, Brockham Village & Leigh
Village.
THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
BETCHWORTH * BROCKHAM * BUCKLAND
The talks for 2020 commence with the interesting topic of Crop Circles given by
the speaker, Andy Thomas. Crop Circles are geometric patterns that mysteriously
appear in crop fields. The crop isn’t cut but just laid flat and swirled into an
attractive pattern. Many of the patterns appear in wheat and barley fields.
Andy Thomas, our first speaker for 2020 has plenty of information regarding this
fascinating phenomenon. There are many theories as to why the crop circles appear
and what they mean.
Maybe we will find out some answers from this interesting talk.
Crop Circles by Andy Thomas will take place on Monday February 17th
at the Brockham Recreational Pavilion at 7.30 pm
Entrance fee £3
Members and non members welcome to join us for an interesting evening.
Parish Magazine
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GATWICK FLIGHT PATHS ARE ABOUT TO MOVE CLOSER TO
BETCHWORTH
The CAA has announced plans to withdraw the current version of Route 4, which
is the busiest route from Gatwick with up to 4,500 aircraft a month, running from
west to east passing to the south of Leigh. The current flight path has been
operating since 2015 and replaced the initial RNAV routing that failed to meet the
required standards, and you may recall upset communities all along the route.
This means that within a few weeks most planes could be flying a new route about
a kilometre north of the current one. This will mean Route 4 overlapping with
residents already affected by Route 3 (aircraft flying east to west passing over
Leigh cricket ground) and Heathrow aircraft. Communities impacted by the
change include Beare Green, Coldharbour, the Holmwoods, Leigh, Brockham,
Betchworth, South Reigate, Sidlow and South Redhill including East Surrey
Hospital. They will also be flying further west towards Leith Hill encroaching on
the Surrey Hills Area of Natural Beauty.
This is a change affecting huge numbers of people and Gatwick Airport and the
CAA are trying to make this change with absolute minimal consultation.
If you can currently see and hear these aircraft just image them 1Km closer.
What can you do?
Go to the CAA consultation website and object – don’t allow change without
consultation!
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/safety-and-airspace-regulation-group/gatwick-route
-4-pir-feedback/
Read the Plane Wrong leaflet that was delivered with the magazine.
Local campaign group Plane Wrong are talking to lawyers as they believe that the
process is flawed and may be open to challenge, and are holding a Public Meeting
in Betchworth Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Thursday 23rd January
“For more information go to www.planewrong.co.uk/route4onthemove.”

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
JULY 18th / 19th
THE BETCHWORTH VILLAGE TENNIS
TOURNAMENT
Put the date in your diary and keep the
weekend free for tennis, and general
merriment for all players and non players.
meslot@aol.com
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FARM DIARY FEBRUARY 20
Well I wonder what 2020 will bring!
By the time of reading this we could well have a calf or two, time flies from
pregnancy testing to calves appearing. All the cows have been tucked up in the
cattle sheds out of the weather, passing time waiting for calving. They have new
bedding every day as much feed as they want, what more could they want? The
list of calving paraphernalia has been checked, so fingers crossed. Now all we
need is calves.
Thoughts have already, and have been for some time, turned to next year’s
calving, and by this I mean 'bull health'. We are already on the list for a new one.
One of the correct age to cope with 30 to 40 cows. A young bull of say 12 to 20
months, could get over excited in more ways than one and do himself a mischief,
and therefore miss the bulling season. So an older bull has been reserved of
around 24 to 30 months. Our other 3 bulls are now waiting for the foot trimmer
man, who is due here in the next couple of days. He has a very interesting 'crush'
or cattle handling machine that picks up the cow or bull turns it through 90
degrees and presents the feet at waist height ready for trimming it works well and
I might try to get a photo for next month’s magazine.
Field work is.......how should I say........ non-existent. We have had to move on
with the weather and timings putting this tricky subject to bed for now and hope
for a dry Spring. I know the winter wheat planting area is down nationally and
when is say down it’s below 50% if not 40%, so I expect supermarkets will put
flour related items up, even though in my option the price of wheat has nothing to
do with the price of bread. There is only 10p worth of wheat in a loaf of bread and
if they put 10p on a loaf of bread it would double the market price of wheat would
it not? The price of bread could well go up but I bet it won't come down when
wheat does! All we can do is plod on.

www.rsande.co.uk
www.rsande.co.uk

Winter jobs are plenty, hedge cutting is the major one which we would like to get
on with. This time of year we have grass fields and road sides to do. Some hedges
will not get cut this year as they are in an environmental scheme where we cut
them every other year, so this takes a bit of pressure off. Although the wet ground
has held things up on the ones we want to get on (we don't want make a mess of
the fields), and with that in mind some of our drier fields had dried enough to
travel on so we had a chance after Christmas to get the cattle yards mucked out
and moved in heaps in the fields for storage until the Autumn. The wet ground
had again held us up as I hate making a mess of fields and leaving most of it on
the road. We probably moved at least 300 ton of muck in 3 days, which is very
good as we also have to move cows around, bed up and feed as we go. We do
seem to get huge downpours these days and the river was on the road before
Christmas, which tells us the ground is full up and any further rain just runs off. It
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will never cease to amaze me people who think their car can swim. I don't think
you are insured for trying to get through floods when road closed signs are up, and
now with all the electric gearboxes and control systems on cars they just stop and
cannot even be towed as it can destroy the gearbox. Going by the abandoned cars
at the bridge, 'BMW' appear to be the worse swimmers, they haven't even got their
'Width Badge’ yet!
Martin

FABB CHRISTMAS PARTY 20th DECMBER 2019
The children of Buckland and Betchworth gathered
in The Reading Room just before Christmas for our
annual Magical Village Christmas Party.
We had a record turnout and were delighted to see
lots of new faces. Much fun and laughter were
provided by the Mr Marvel entertainer with a
comedy magic show followed by pizza delivery
and some serious dancing and competitions.
We would like to thank Betchworth Parish Council
for their continued support and funding towards
this magical party.
We are always looking for people to join our
FABB committee to organise activities for our
children in the school holidays. Please get in
touch if you would like to get involved in even the
smallest way and meet some other village mums.
Catriona Martin, FABB Chairman
(catdawes@aol.com)

BETCHWORTH FORGE
Betchworth Forge is moving to a temporary home at Church Farm in Betchworth,
while the Betchworth Estate renovates the old Forge building opposite The
Dolphin pub on The Street. Church Farm can be reached via The Walled Garden
and Common Field following the signs. The Forge’s contact details remain the
same: 01737 844 846 or r.hazeltine@ntlworld.com.
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SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS
Brickwork, poin ng and repairs specialists

35 years experience, Fully Insured
Free Es mates
Domes c, commercial and listed
buildings, new builds
Lime Mortar, Stonework,
Crack S tching
All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork
poin ng undertaken by tradi onal
brickwork pointers
Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,
Church Street, Betchworth
01737 844364 or 07821 614909
Email: markgilbert@live.com;
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk

VILLAGE LITTER PICK
Something to think about? Twice a year a few wonderful champions of this
village meet at 10.30 on a Saturday (usually March and November) to have a litter
pick and a tidy up. Even in this small village, each collection often amounts to
around 40 refuse sacks full of rubbish picked from the sides of the roads, ditches
and hedgerows. Usually, and despite advertising the date for well over a month, it
is the same group of people who make the effort to turn up. Local residents who
care for their environment, and want to make a little effort, to help us all feel
proud of the beautiful village in which we all live (oh, and perhaps there’s an
incentive of some delicious home-made soup from Jeanette all as a reward). I
have a hunch that you (yes, you) are reading this article thinking: a) aren’t they
amazing, b) that’s a lot of rubbish and c) I wonder who they are? So guess what?
Here’s your chance to a) be amazing too, b) help collect all that rubbish and c)
find out who some of these amazing people are! Please come along too; and help
your community and hedgerows thrive. Please put the date in your diaries – bring
the kids, bring the parents or just bring yourself. Saturday 21st March, 10.30,
Goulburn Green.
Thank you
Marion Hallett, Clerk, on behalf of Betchworth Parish Council
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JOKE FOR FEBRUARY

PARISH COUNCIL

A man walks out to the street and catches a taxi just going by. He gets into the
taxi, and the cabbie says, "Perfect timing. You're just like Frank."
Passenger: "Who?"
Cabbie: "Frank Feldman. He's a guy who did everything right all the time. Like
my coming along when you needed a cab, things like that happened to Frank
Feldman every single time."
Passenger: "There are always a few clouds over everybody."
Cabbie: "Not Frank Feldman. He was a terrific athlete. He could have won the
Grand Slam at tennis. He could golf with the pros. He sang like an opera baritone
and danced like a Broadway star and you should have heard him play the piano.
He was an amazing guy."
Passenger: "Sounds like he was something really special."
Cabbie: "There's more. He had a memory like a computer. He remembered
everybody's birthday. He knew all about wine, which foods to order and which
fork to eat them with. He could fix anything. Not like me. I change a fuse, and the
whole street blacks out. But Frank Feldman, he could do everything right."

BROADBAND
As you may be aware, the Superfast Surrey fibre broadband initiative has now
ended. This initiative, funded by Surrey County Council, has ensured that 98% of
residences in Surrey now have broadband speeds in excess of 15Mbs. It would
appear that within Betchworth, only Gadbrook Road, Brockham Park and the
Betchworth end of Wonham Lane have not been included in this programme.
Mole Valley District Council recently announced a revision to their 2019/20
budget and Annual Plan which included a proposal to improve broadband
capability across rural areas. Unfortunately, they have decided that all of that
funding will go to rural businesses rather than the wider community.
The Parish Council are investigating ways in which the remaining Betchworth
residents can benefit from reasonable broadband. If there are any other areas of
Betchworth with speeds below 15Mps please let us know.
Ed Winter
ed.winter66@gmail.com

BUCKLAND AND BETCHWORTH SOCIETY

Passenger: "Wow. Some guy then."
Cabbie: "He always knew the quickest way to go in traffic and avoid traffic jams.
Not like me, I always seem to get stuck in them. But Frank, he never made a
mistake, and he really knew how to treat a woman and make her feel good. He
would never answer her back even if she was in the wrong; and his clothing was
always immaculate, shoes highly polished too. He was the perfect man! He never
made a mistake. No one could ever measure up to Frank Feldman."
Passenger: "An amazing fellow. How did you meet him?"
Cabbie: "Well, I never actually met Frank. He died. I'm married to his bloody
widow."

Small Ads
MINDFULNESS IN BETCHWORTH
Mindful Surrey run stress reduction courses on Thursdays at 7pm. in the Hamilton
Room. Start the New Year with a greater sense of calm and wellbeing! Please get
in touch with local teacher, Catherine Nasskau, for more information.

On 15th December, over 50 sociable members, children and friends celebrated
forthcoming Christmas by enjoying mulled wine, and a vast array of tasty canapés
in
The
Reading
Room
in
Buckland.
A key attraction was Duncan Ferns, who signed and sold many copies of his
excellent new book, "Buckland 1000 -2000 with 2020 vision”. Thanks are due
to Helen Barton, John Bloomfield, Tamlynne Chapman, Claire Daniell, Jackie
Ellison, Diana Fitchett, Pat Frankland and Mike Gibson, all of whom helped to
make it happen.
Richard Worsley announced that he would finish his three year Chairmanship
term this month and would be succeeded by John Scotcher of Betchworth. John is
well known in the two villages, having lived with his wife Lynn in Betchworth for
25 years, and been the Treasurer of the Arts Society.
Richard said “The Society continues to do well for the two villages and benefits
from an able committee, which Helen Barton has recently joined. Membership
support is strong and I am sure John will continue to lead our success.” This
appointment will be put to members for confirmation at the next AGM.
Richard Worsley

07366 333 273 - info@mindfulsurrey.co.uk. - www.mindfulsurrey.co.uk
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MUSIC IN DORKING – FEBRUARY 2020

CALLING ALL HAPPY KNITTERS
Many thanks to all those of you who joined in our Community Knitting project
this year. We had a wonderful response with over 60 blankets being completed so
we will be sending them off together with the comfort squares to various hospitals
(East Surrey being one) in the next few weeks.
Our project for this year is to be hats
for the homeless. There is a centre in
Leatherhead where homeless or
disadvantaged people go to have a
warm meal and someone to talk to.
They would really welcome warm
hats. Bearing in mind that the people
who go there are in the ratio of 9:1
men to women, dark or striped or
neutral hats would be the most
appropriate. I have made a simple
pattern using CHUNKY wool,
because it is really warm, but feel free
to do whatever pattern you wish.

1st at 12.00, Music at Midday at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229
1st at 5.55, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
2nd at 3.00, Barbican string quartet at Dorking Halls, £21, 01306 740619
3rd at 1.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
4th 11th 18th 25th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415
815784
6th at 1.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
15th at 5.00, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Nicolas church, Great Bookham
22nd at 7.30, piano recital at Dorking Halls, £21-25, 01306 740619
24th at 7.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
25th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
29th at 5.55, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
Ian Codd

KNITTED HAT PATTERN
Using CHUNKY wool, measure 9 metres of yarn and cut it off for the hat shaping.
(This is to ensure the whole 100grm ball is used with no waste!)

ABIGAIL’S PARTY
Written by Mike Leigh
Directed by Geoff Brown

Using 6mm needles and chunky wool Cast on 80 stitches.
Work in K1, P1 (rib) across every row until all the wool has been used.
SHAPING
Join on the 9 meters of yarn you cut off to start with and proceed as follows:
1st row of shaping:
(K2 together, then K1, P1 for 14 sts) Repeat 5 times right across the row. (75sts.)

26th – 29th FEBRUARY, 2020
At 7.45 pm
At
THE GREEN ROOM THEATRE, DORKING, RH4 1SG
Tickets from £12
Dorking Halls Box Office 01306 881717 or
On line – dorkinghalls.co.uk

2nd row of shaping:
(K2 together, then K1, P1 for 13 sts) Repeat 5 times right across the row. (70 sts.)
3rd row of shaping:
(K2 together, then P1, K1 for 12 sts) repeat 5 times right across the row (65sts)
4th row of shaping:

This delightful play is a Dorking Dramatic and Operatic Society (DDOS)
production and tickets are available now. First produced at the Hampstead
Theatre in April 1977 Abigail’s Party was then memorably transmitted on BBC1
in November 1977.

K2 together right across the row and knit the last stitch (33sts)
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Local Reports and Notices
GATTON PARK EVENTS FEBRUARY 2020

5th row of shaping:

Please book all events in advance, except open days.
Snowdrop Season
Open 1-5pm except where indicated.
£5 entry, children go free. No booking required.
Sunday 2 February Snowdrop Day
Park and gardens open to view the snowdrops.
Sunday 9 February National Garden Scheme
Park and gardens open as part of the National Garden Scheme. Soup and roll
lunch available to purchase.
Open 12-5pm.
Sunday 16 February Snowdrop Day
Park and gardens open to view the snowdrops.
Monday 17 - Friday 21 February Snowdrop Week
Park and gardens open every day during February half term to view the
snowdrops.
Sunday 23 February Snowdrop Day
Park and gardens open to view the snowdrops. 20% off entry for members of the
Surrey Hills Society.

P2 together right across the row. (17sts)

Children’s Activities
See website for full range of activities. Booking essential.
Monday 17 February Forest Fun 2+yr s
Join us in our Forest School area, explore Cedar Wood, make woodland crafts and
enjoy a snack around the fire. 10am-12pm or 1.30-3.30pm. £8 per child.
Wednesday 19 & Friday 21 February Trails and Tales: The Gruffalo’s Child
2+yrs
Enjoy the story of The Gruffalo’s Child by Julia Donaldson and go for a walk
around the park to bring the book to life. Return to create artwork linked to the
story. 10-11.30am or 1.30-3pm. £8 per child.
Thursday 20 February Junk Modelling: Build a Dolls House 4-7yrs
Make a doll’s house, a haunted house or a princess palace! 10-11.30am or 1.303pm. £8 per child.
Guided Tours
If you have a group interested in a guided tour of Gatton Park, please get in touch.
Golf buggy tours are available on request.
Cost: £7 per person or £10 with tea and cake.
Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW
01737 649068. events@gatton-park.org.uk
Book online at: www.gattonpark.co.uk
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Feed remaining wool through the 17 sts and pull up tightly. Use the remaining
wool to sew up the hat seam, remembering to reverse the seam for the lower
3inches as this will turn up and be on the right side.
This makes a very warm hat!
Any problems please ring Ros Rokison on 01306 611244.

PEBBLECOMBE WI
A cafe atmosphere welcomed members as we gathered for our January meeting,
preceded by our annual fish and chip supper. Red and white gingham, a glass of
wine and a tasty meal set the mood for a joyful musical interlude by Dorking
Handbell Ringers, who joined us for a friendly practice run of their seasonal
music. The pure sound of the bells was beautiful and we sang along, as invited,
both sides dissolving into laughter as the odd mishap was accompanied by witty
comments from the ringers. We learned of the bells' origins at the Whitechapel
Foundry and thoroughly enjoyed the whole event, in fact a WI meeting like no
other.
Later, members settled down seriously to discuss the Resolutions proposed by
NFWI and upon which we are required to vote. The subjects were wide ranging
and included the prevention of slavery and safe seatbelt provision to suit the
female form.
Pebblecombe's 50th anniversary was celebrated in December. The special cake
was cut by founder member Heather Edwards. We reverted to childhood games of
fifty years ago and played "pass the parcel" and "stick the tail on the donkey,
wondering what past members would have thought of us! These old games were
popular then and just as much fun now.
Afternoon craft meetings are on the second Thursday in the month and our regular
evening meetings at 7.45 pm on the first Thursday, both at the Hamilton
Room, Betchworth. On February 6th Nicky Deakin will present "From Fear to
Friend". Visitors are always welcome.
Pam Patch.
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THE BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY

BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB WINTER PROGRAMME

For the protec on and conserva on of the quality of life in Buckland and Betchworth

Ann Meadows ‘Hogarth Curve’
Thursday 27th February at 7.15pm
Brockham Recreation Ground Pavilion, Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT

There’s still time to book your ticket for the QUIZ NIGHT
Friday, 7th February 2020 - 7.30pm prompt
Betchworth Village War Memorial Hall, Station Road

Join us for a demonstration by Ann Meadows and own follow up arrangement.
Ann will be reminding us all how to construct a classic Hogarth curve - a classic
1960’s period design.

All welcome, come and test your general and local knowledge.
Make up a team or request to join one.
Tickets: Members £12; Non-Members £16

.

th

For catering purposes, please book no later than 5 February
Email: betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com
Or call Claire Daniell on 842320

BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY
is a sociable, friendly, and go-ahead choir with 70 plus members. Cole Bendall,
our new Musical Director with our outstanding Accompanist, Marion Lea,
ensures every rehearsal is lively and fun. Come and join us, we do not audition,
all voices most welcome. The FIRST TERM is FREE.
Starting on January 7th we rehearse on Tuesday evenings, 7.30pm at St. John's
school, Dorking RH4 2LR. We shall be preparing Haydn's Nelson Mass and
several Bruckner Motets for a performance on the 28th March accompanied by
the Covent Garden Sinfonia who will also perform Mozart's Symphony No. 40.
We have an exciting year ahead with a Summer Concert in June entitled 'Dawn to
Dusk', with songs by composers from Victorian times to the present, followed in
December with a performance of the 'Messiah'
For further information contact our Secretary Ed Criswick 01372 877069 or visit
our website www.brockhamchoral.org
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Graham King – “Wave Structures”
Saturday 14th March 9.15am-12.45pm
Betchworth War Memorial Village Hall, Station Road, Betchworth RH3 7DF
We are excited to invite you to a morning of floral craft with Graham King, an
award-winning Surrey Area NAFAS floral design demonstrator. He will be
guiding us to construct a contemporary wave structure with unusual materials to
be used with our own flower designs.
Other toolbox requirements: wire cutters, UHU glue, a few roses and a few plastic
orchid tubes with lids.
£20 fee for non-members to include a comprehensive materials pack and visitor’s
fee.
Booking for non-members is essential as places are limited.
Please contact Cat Martin in advance if you wish to come along as a visitor, join
the club and for a full list of what to bring along :
catdawes@aol.com (07710 498 591)
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