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EL CAMINO DE SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA 

If you have ever thought that faith and the Christian way of faith are 
losing ground it is worth taking a look at the numbers of pilgrims on 
the El Camino, the pilgrimage route that leads to Santiago in northern 
Spain. At the turn of the millennium about 55,000 people a year could 
be found on the road. In 2018 that number had risen nearly six times to 
over 320,000. 

Revd Anna introduced this year’s Lent Course last month. It runs throughout 
March and is based around the El Camino. Its popularity is one reason for taking a 
closer look but a better reason is the religious significance of Santiago and why so 
many make the journey. It stretches across the whole of northern Spain and in true 
Canterbury Tales tradition you are meant to walk it. There are special hostels 
along the way where you can stay and they will each stamp your card so you can 
get a certificate when you arrive in Santiago, to prove you have done it. Ginny and 
I did it a few years ago but got neither because I am sorry to say we went by car 
and train. However, we made it and were pleased to visit the Cathedral on arrival 
which is at the heart of it all. 

The Cathedral’s dedication is to St James and this is because James the Great, the 
disciple of Jesus and known as the Thunderer on account of his quick temper, 
came to Spain to convert the people to the Christian faith. His boat was brought 
ashore at the mouth of the river Ulla. He preached for seven years throughout the 
country before returning to Palestine. Here he fell victim to Herod Agrippa and 
his disciples were forced to flee. They returned to Spain and took with them the 
body of St James which they buried near where he had originally landed.  

The site of burial became lost over the following centuries but in the 9th century a 
star is thought to have pointed out the grave to some shepherds watching their 
flocks by night, which may sound a familiar story. It is from this legend that to 
Santiago (St James) was added de Compostela meaning The Field of Stars and 
then El Camino meaning The Way. As a pilgrimage site in medieval times it was 
rated equally with Rome and Jerusalem. One reason for going on a pilgrimage 
then was to earn time off from purgatory so you needed to be on a good one to get 
maximum benefit.  

As with any site of this kind superstition gets a look in. At some services a huge 
incense burner is swung from the roof across the width of the Cathedral and needs 
several strong arms to do it. If you were feeling a bit below par when it comes to 
intelligence you can bang your head on an effigy of St James and it may do won-
ders for your IQ.  

The best reason for going on any pilgrimage is to come closer to God. This is  
essentially what we will be doing on this year’s Lent Course which is a 
“pilgrimage at home”. Whether making a pilgrimage at home or on the dusty 
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roads of northern Spain there are several ways in which God might come closer 
for us as we seek to come closer to him. He is hidden in our experience and it is 
there we will find him.  

For the pilgrims in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales they found him in the stories they 
told each other on their journey. These stories often had a moral so that God was 
to be found in the way you lived your life. The Knight “that true and perfect and 
gentle knight” won the hand of his fair lady when God’s own hand came into 
play. And in The Nun’s Priest’s Tale the cock, Chanticleer learns to be on his 
“guard against all the flatterers of the world” and not to fall for the soft words of 
that fox again, who was trying to seduce him, or this time he will be eaten. 

The Divine may be hidden in the beauty of the pilgrimage route which brings out 
a devotion in the pilgrims. The scenery draws us closer to God as we behold his 
creation. We find Christ in the glory of the mountains, rivers and fields of light 
we pass on the way. 

He may be found in the experience of the fellow pilgrims as they tell not stories 
about knights and foxes but share their own journey of faith. We find Christ in 
each other. In the Lent Course we will see the film “The Way” and follow four 
pilgrims as they make their journey and hear their stories. 

And of course we may find God on the Way in the prayers and devotions we 
share in together. However it is, God reaches out to all who make a pilgrimage in 
his name and a Lent Course is one way of doing it. 

David Eaton 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  

On Friday 6th March 10.30am at St Mary’s Church, Buckland   

Come and join the 2020 World Day of Prayer, being part of a wave of prayer 
circling the globe.  It begins as the sun rises over Samoa, and ends some 36 hours 
later in the Pacific as the sun sets over American Samoa.  We meet at St Mary’s 
Church, at 10.30am for a service prepared by the Christian women of Zimbabwe, 
who call us to Rise! Take your mat and Walk. They share the challenges they 
have met and the hopes they have for the future, and invite us to support them on 
their journey. Come and be part of this world-wide prayer circle.  

All are welcome at this ecumenical service. 

CHURCH COLLECTIONS IN JANUARY 2020 

Gift Aided £723.20 
Non GA £  79.32 
Sundries £140.22 
Total  £942.74 
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www.viviencresswell.co.uk www.viviencresswell.co.uk 

Richard Mason, NCH Arb 
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 

and Arboriculturist                       
Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3  7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 

www.viviencresswell.co.uk 
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MARCH SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S 

Date St. Michael’s Betchworth St. Mary’s Buckland 

1st March 
 1st Sunday of 
Lent 

8am Holy Communion 
 

 
11am Family Service ** 
 
5 pm Evensong 

 
9:30am Iona  

8th March 
2nd Sunday of 
Lent 

 
 
 
11am Parish                   
Communion**  

 
5 pm Youth Group 

8am Holy Communion 
 
9:30am Parish                
Communion  

15th March 
3rd Sunday of 
Lent 

8am Holy Communion 
 
 

11am Family Parish                   
Communion**  

 
9:30am Parish                
Communion  

22nd March 
Mothering  
Sunday  

 
 

11am Parish                   
Communion**  

8am Holy Communion 
 
9:30am Parish                
Communion   

29th March 
5th Sunday of 
Lent 
 
 

 

11am Parish  
Communion** 

 
 

5
th

 April 
Palm Sunday  

8 am Holy  
Communion** 
 
11am Family Service 
 
5 pm Evensong  

 
9:30am Parish               
Communion 

*     In the Hamilton Room 
**   Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these services. Even if you are 

just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together 
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BISHOP'S LENT CALL 2020 

Each year when people very generously open up their homes to host a Lent lunch 
we encourage people to make a financial donation, all of which goes to the above.  

In 2020 the Bishop’s Lent Call is supporting projects within Southwark Diocese 
and in the Holy Land, Nigeria and our Link Dioceses in Zimbabwe. 

Projects in Zimbabwe  
Initiatives supporting food security, water supplies, training and infrastructure in 
our Link Dioceses of Central Zimbabwe, Matabeleland, Masvingo and Manicaland. 
The L’Arche community in Bethlehem 
The Kaduna Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations 
Projects in the Diocese of Southwark 
SparkFish 
The Nicholas Stewart Project 
Superkidz 
 
Following the end of Lent we will publish the amount raised and in advance we 
thank everybody for their continued generosity in supporting these events. 
Linda Slater 

LENT LUNCHES FEBRUARY-APRIL 2020 

Friday Lent Lunches will run from 12-2pm on the dates below. Please put the 
dates in your diary! You can pop in any time during this time for a frugal lunch: 
soup, bread, etc. A chance to catch up with friends and meet new ones. Donations 
go towards the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call (details above).  

There is no Lent lunch on Friday 6th March as this is the service for the World 
Day of Prayer. 

Many thanks to those who have offered to host these lunches.  Please ring the 
relevant number, details below, if you need directions or to tell the hostess that 
you are coming. 

13th March Hilary Ely 01737 769108 
The Hamilton Room 

20th March Sara Smart 01737 242285 
Little Santon Farm 

Trumpet Hill 

Reigate RH2 8QY 

27th March Eiluned Slot 01737 842010 
The Red House 

Old Reigate Road 

Betchworth, RH3 7DR 

3rd April Diana Fitchett 01737 201423 
21 The Walled Garden, 
Betchworth, RH3 7DH 
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St Michael’s Afternoon Drop-In 
Teas 

 

2-4pm on 4th Wednesday each Month 
in the Hamilton Room, Church Street, 

Betchworth 
Come for a cup of tea or coffee, cake and biscuits,  

and a chat with friends 

For transport or information contact: Margaret Miller 
on 01737 842098  
 
2020 Dates: 22nd January,  26th February,  25th March,  

22nd April,  27th May,  24th June,          22nd July,  26th 

August,  23rd September,  28th October and on 

25thNovember - our 9th Anniversary Christmas Party. 
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BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY QUIZ 

On Friday 7th February 15 ambitious teams totalling 114 local folk congregated 
in Betchworth Village Hall for the Annual Betchworth and Buckland Society 
Quiz. This robust event saw David Seymour’s 2019 team defending their hard 
won cup.   

This time, The Badgers team comprising Valerie 
Callaghan, Craig Callaghan, Stella and Martin 
Cantor, David and Deborah Payton and Jan 
Sasserath won the cup which they will keep for a 
year. Wooden spoons were also awarded.  

The scoring was very close with quizmaster Simon 
Thomas testing the general knowledge of the 
contestants.  

Intellectually nourishing and delicious food was efficiently provided by Sarah 
and her cheery team from the Plough at Leigh.  

Thanks are certainly due to the principal organisers, Claire Daniell, Tamlynne 
Chapman and Helen Barton-Smith who made it all happen and also to those 
others who lent a hand on the day. 

Any surplus from the evening will go to local charities and organisations. 
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 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCK-
HAM 

TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

Myra V. Baston 
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST 

 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

Craniosacral Therapist 
 

15a Dene Street, Dorking  RH4 2DB 
Tel:  01306 889680 

THE HAIR S TUDIO 
ON BROCKHAM GREEN 

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm 

Unisex sa lon 

Carefree hair for  

your ind ividua l needs 

Tel 01737 843533 

 

Josh Flynn 
Gardening Maintenance 

 

Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery 
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control 

 
Tel:  01737 202179 
Mob: 07920 715779 
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S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

•  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

•  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

•  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

•  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

•  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  

 

 Chris 
  Long 
                    

 

 

 

• GRASSCUTTING 

• HEDGE CUTTING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCE 

• SHED & GARAGE 
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS 

 

TEL:  01737 844039 
MOB: 07887 505811 
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For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC –  COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL 
 

 

 

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating 
 

Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting 
 

Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work 
 

 

 

For Free Advice and Estimates call: 
 

01737 843844  or  07850 563091 

For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC –  COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL 
 

 

 

Rewires, Alterations, Central Heating 
 

Wiring, Extra Sockets & Lighting 
 

Points, Breakdowns & Maintenance Work 
 

 

 

For Free Advice and Estimates call: 
 

01737 843844  or  07850 563091 
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BROADBAND 

In the last magazine we said that Mole Valley District Council had decided that all 
of that funding will go to rural businesses rather than the wider community. 

They have now clarified that the strategic broadband initiative is not solely for 
businesses, but also an effort to ensure we can get the 'not spots' filled in for 
residents. The Parish Council will work proactively to ensure that those areas of 
Betchworth that still struggle with slow broadband get included in that initiative. 

Ed Winter 

BETCHWORTH POST OFFICE & VILLAGE SHOP TO BE EXPANDED 

 

 

 

 

 

After 15 years of running the Betchworth Post Office & Village Shop, Debbie 
Parmenter is sadly planning to retire at the end of March.  The Betchworth Estate, 
however, is committed to continue Debbie’s hard work and enthusiasm to ensure 
that both the Post Office and shop are preserved and continue to thrive. 

The Post Office provides a hugely important service for the village and its 
surrounding area, and the Betchworth Estate is keen that it continues to play a 
major role in Betchworth’s village life. 

Over the coming weeks, some renovation works will be taking place and the shop 
is being extended to include a small café for – “eat in” or “take away” – coffee, tea, 
drinks and cake.  The Post Office and shop will stay open as much as possible 
during this period to minimise any inconvenience, but you may find the shop’s 
display a little more concentrated and its stock temporarily reduced.  Everyone will 
be working hard to limit any disruption. 

The Betchworth Estate is currently in the process of recruiting a worthy successor 
to Debbie and hopefully will be able to introduce you to a new manager soon. 

There will be an opportunity to raise a glass to Debbie & Alan’s health and to wish 
them well in retirement on Thursday 26th March at The Dolphin from 19.00 – 
21.00. 

Thank you very much for your patience whilst the renovation works are taking 
place and we very much look forward to seeing you in the Post Office & Village 
Shop, as well as at Debbie and Alan’s party! 
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www.rsande.co.uk www.rsande.co.uk 
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THE BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND CHILDREN’S NURSERY  

The Street 

Betchworth  

Surrey RH3 7DJ 

Email: bbcn@btconnect.com 

Phone: 01737 843610 

 CLEANER WANTED 

We need a friendly, helpful cleaner for one hour per day 

(5 hours per week - after 3pm each day - Term time only) 

Our new team member would also need to be available to 

do some hours during school holidays. 

Hopefully the worst of the cold and wet weather is behind us 
and the children will be able to play outside and enjoy the spring 
sunshine. We are now halfway through the school year and it’s 
good to see how well the Reception children have settled into 
the school routine. They have rapidly become independent 
learners familiar with all the resources and equipment that they 
might need. Many of our children were new to our three sites at 
Betchworth, Leigh and Brockham but have quickly made new 
friends and arrive at school bursting with enthusiasm. 

With the improving weather we will be making the most of our outdoor learning 
opportunities. As I have written previously, we are very fortunate in that we have 
extensive grounds at each of our sites, as well as access to a piece of woodland in 
Brockham, very kindly loaned to us by Poland Trust, for our Forest Schools 
learning. Mrs Rona Ottaway, our lead for Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC), 
has successfully applied for and secured our LOtC Bronze Award. We are now 
seeking to achieve our Silver LOtC Mark, which recognises schools and settings 
with a strong commitment to providing frequent, continuous and progressive 
learning outside the classroom experiences to all pupils. There is no doubt that the 
benefits of outdoor learning impacts further within the classroom setting which is 
why we seek to provide this opportunity for all our children, reinforcing our Whole 
School Values for this term: Collaboration and Determination.  

Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

Betchworth Village, Brockham Village & Leigh Village 

mailto:bbcn@btconnect.com
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With the warmer weather fast approaching now, our 
outside seating, including the new memorial bench, is 
the perfect place to enjoy some much needed sunshine 
and see the world go by with a coffee or pot of tea and a 
sandwich, slice of quiche, slice of cake or pastry.  

We have had a rearrangement of furniture in the cafe, 
which now makes our superb selection of cards much 
easier to get to when the cafe is full. 

 

MOTHER’S DAY 22nd MARCH 
You don’t need to go far to treat your lovely mum to show your appreciation on 
Mothering Sunday. We will have flowers by a local florist, chocolates and cards 
for you to chose from, so do come and see what we have. 
 
EASTER 12nd APRIL 2020 
Our shelves are now stocked with lovely Easter gifts. Eggs, both large and small, 
chocolates, and we have a small selection of Dairy free/vegan/soy free options 
from “Moo Free”. To avoid disappointment, it’s best to snap these up early before 
we run out, as we did just before Christmas. 
 
EASTER OPENING HOURS 2020 
Good Friday 8 - 1                                      Easter Saturday 7 - 3 
Easter Sunday     CLOSED                      Bank holiday Mon 8 – 1 

 
MEMORIAL BENCH 
In the last Parish magazine, we told you that there would be an official unveiling 
of the memorial bench outside the shop, dedicated to Sam Long. Well, the date for 
this will be Friday 1st May at 5pm, and all are welcome. 
 
AND FINALLY 
Please remember the Shop at Strood Green during the road closures in the village. 
We will be open as normal, and really need your vital support, especially at this 
difficult time.   
 
Christine (Manager) and the Team   
01737 843965 
Email: stroodgreenshop@gmail.com 
Website: www.theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk  
Facebook: The Shop at Strood Green 
Twitter: @AtStroodShop 
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MOT Testing 

Station 
 

 

Repairs & Servicing 

to all makes 
 

 

Reigate Road 
Buckland, 

Near Reigate 
 

01737 
242766 

SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS 
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists 

 

35 years experience, Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

 

Domestic, commercial and listed 
buildings, new builds 

 

Lime Mortar, Stonework,  
Crack Stitching 

 

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork 
pointing undertaken by traditional 

brickwork pointers 
 

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,  
Church Street, Betchworth 

01737 844364 or 07821 614909 
Email:  markgilbert@live.com;   
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk 

mailto:markgilbert@live.com
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GRANGE PARK OPERA SURREY present HAIRSPRAY 

Lashings of pizzazz is bursting from Bronzefield Prison, Surrey. We've discovered 
amongst the prisoners many budding actors and singers. By the end of the 
first Hairspray rehearsal they were singing in three-part harmony. And those who 
don't like the bright lights are working backstage.  

Please help pack the prison gym to the rafters. Tickets £40 - £70. 7th March to 
15th March. 

This is a truly life-changing experience for the prisoners: they find themselves 
valued and learn the rewards that come from hard work.. 

With a cast of prisoners, professionals (including the West-End's Chloe Hart), a 
full orchestra and set straight out of Baltimore . . . It's too good to miss 

JOKE FOR MARCH 

A new small business was opening and one of the owner's friends arranged for 
flowers to be sent to mark the occasion and wish the owner luck.  

The flowers duly arrived at the new business site and the business owner read the 
accompanying card to find it said, ‘Rest in Peace’. The business owner rang his 
friend and told him what the card read. The friend was angry and called the florist 
to complain. 

After he had told the florist of the obvious mistake and how angry he was, the 
florist said, "Sir, I'm really sorry for the mistake, but rather than getting angry, you 
should consider this: somewhere there's a funeral taking place today, and they 
have flowers with a note saying, ‘Congratulations on your New Location’ “ 

PEBBLECOOMBE WI 
(Betchworth’s Women’s Institute) 

We meet in The Hamilton Room, Church Street, Betchworth On the 1st Thursday 
of each month at 7.45pm. 

We are a small friendly group, meeting and discussing the topical resolutions put 
forward by the National Federation of WIs. We have interesting speakers and a 
monthly craft afternoon, supporting each other when difficulties arise, and 
contributing to the Village activities. Visitors welcome to all meetings.  

2020 Dates are: 
2nd January, 6th February, 5th March, 2nd April, 7th May, 4th June, 2nd July,6th 
August, 3rd September, 1st October, 5th November and 3rd December. 

If you are interested in joining us, please contact :  
Margaret Miller (phone:01737 842098)  
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THE GATTON PASSION 2020 - PERFORMERS WANTED 

Gatton Community Theatre is a unique Christian community theatre company 
based in the parishes of Merstham & Gatton on the North Downs above Reigate 
and is also one of Surrey’s most unusual and innovative theatre groups.   Many of 
its members come from churches of all denominations in the Reigate area and 
beyond.  To celebrate its 20th anniversary production it will be staging an exciting 
open air promenade production of The Passion in the Capability Brown designed 
grounds of Gatton Park, Reigate, Surrey, RH2 0TD during July this year.  Gatton 
Park is home to the Royal Alexandra & Albert School and its beautiful grounds are 
maintained by volunteers from The Gatton Trust. 

 The theatre company is thrilled that Bishop Christopher has agreed to be Patron 
for this new production. In his acceptance letter he wrote “I am only too glad to 
have an opportunity to support such a good endeavour. I am delighted to confirm 
my willingness to act as Patron”.  

There are opportunities to be part of the production either on stage or behind the 
scenes.  

No formal auditions are required instead anyone interested in joining in is invited 
to come to drama workshops and to meet the team on Saturday 7th and/or 
Sunday 8th March at 3pm in Gatton Hall, Gatton Park, Reigate, RH2 0TW.  

Anyone, regardless of experience or ability, who would like to be involved will be 
able to take part GCT operates an 'open door' policy - anyone of any age from 
about 8 years upwards would be most welcome to come along and see if they 
would like to take part In the past our cast has ranged in age from 7 to 85 years! 

Written by Anna Thompson, daughter of the late Bishop of Bath & Wells, Jim 
Thompson, and directed by Libby Egwuba, The Passion follows the story of Jesus 
and his ministry, staged at various stunning locations in Gatton Park, concluding 
with the events of Holy Week, the Crucifixion and Resurrection.  Audiences are 
invited to join this journey, both physically and emotionally, as they travel together 
with the cast through Gatton Park as followers of Jesus and involved in the events 
unfolding before them.  Through this production of The Passion, GCT hopes to 
bring to life the familiar story on which our shared faith is based, which it is hoped 
will involve, engage and inspire as many people as possible.  

 If you cannot make the workshop dates but are interested please 
email info@gattontheatre.org.uk, or call 07887 888372 for more information. 
Rehearsals begin after Easter on Wednesday and Thursday evenings with 
additional weekend afternoons from June onwards. The production dates 
are Thursday 16th -  Sunday 19th and Wednesday 22nd  - Saturday 25th July all 
at8.00pm. Tickets will be on sale from May via the GCT website, so why not plan 
to come along - maybe even organise a trip for your church group for a summer 
evening in a glorious location.  

www.gattontheatre.or.uk 

http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTMyXzYzMjdfMjM1NDZfNzA1MA&l=37999faa-733b-ea11-bd94-e61f134a8c87&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Hairsprayticketpush&utm_content=version_A
mailto:info@gattontheatre.org.uk
http://www.gattontheatre.or.uk/


Parish Magazine                         Betchworth -  March 2020 14 

 

Local  Reports and Notices 

BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY 

We will be performing Haydn 'Nelson Mass' along with 3 
Bruckner Motets and Mozart 'Symphony No.40 

on Saturday 28th March at 7.30  in St.Martin's Church, 
Dorking, RH4 1UX 

Musical Director, Cole Bendall with the Covent Garden 
Sinfonia and Soloists Tamsin Raith, Lauren Macleod, 
Joshua Baxter & Niall Kennedy  

Admission  Adults £12 in advance, £15 on the day 

Children and students under 25 in full-time education £5 

 

Tickets Maria Chadwick c/o Michael Frith 01306 882728 

By Email brockhamcstickets@gmail.com 

More information & Tickets www.brockhamchoral.org 

2020 LEITH HILL MUSICAL FESTIVAL  

April Competitions & Concerts  

Thursday 16th April A Sea Symphony - Vaughan Williams 

Friday 17th April Mass in C Minor - Mozart 

Saturday 18th April Hear my prayer - Mendelssohn 

Thursday 16th April - Buckland and Betchworth Choral 
Society, together with Blue Division choirs, will be 
performing A Sea Symphony by Vaughan Williams with 
soloists Claire Seaton (soprano) Gareth Brynmor John 
(baritone) Orchestra - Southern Pro Musica. Festival 
Conductor - Jonathan Willcocks. 

NEW for 2020 Every morning there is a competition 
between four LHMF member choirs. This year for the first 
time choirs have chosen their own competition repertoire 

so there will be a variety of music performed, spectators are welcome. 
Tickets available: Directly from LHMF via email: boxoffice@lhmf.org.uk  or 
directly from Dorking Halls Box Office tel: 01403 240093   
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 

Hi folks. We’re back. Well almost. Hope you have all wintered well. Thankfully 

no snow but plenty of that wet stuff. The green has spent several days under 3 feet 

of water on a couple of occasions but it wasn’t the end of the world. Flood water 

actually gives a lot of nutrients to the grass but sadly leaves a lot of debris. This 

was quickly cleared by our spritely team of groundsmen and the rink is looking in 

excellent shape for this time of year. 

By the time you read this we won’t quite be open but we won’t be far away. At the 

end of March we will be doing a major spring clean of all our changing facilities 

and our clubhouse ready for the opening day on the 9th April. 

This year we will be doing monthly taster days the first of which is on Saturday 

18th April from 10.00 until 12.00. Other dates in May and June will be confirmed 

in next month’s magazine. All you need to do is bring yourselves and a flat soled 

pair of shoes. We will provide the rest including the coaching. I hope to see a lot 

of you down there who last year said they were going to come and give it a go. I’m 

on your case. If you try bowls you’ll be hooked as I was a couple of years ago  

If you want to know more about the Club or bowls please contact our Captain 

Christine Knight on 07810 515345 or chat to me when I’m delivering to you.   

Rick Lawrence 

There are several screenings at the Dorking Halls, both live and recorded.  Opera 

lovers can see Beethoven’s one and only opera Fidelio from the Royal Opera in 

London (17th and 23rd) and Wagner’s Flying Dutchman from the New York Met 

(18th).  For ballet enthusiasts, there is a double bill from the Royal Ballet – The 

cellist and Dances at a gathering (2nd) – and Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet from 

the Bolshoi (30th). 

The midday concert at St Martin’s church will be an organ recital given by the 

director of music, Stephen Hope.  Watermill Jazz has a range of performers, 

including the following: Get the Blessing + John Hegley (3rd), Brubecks play 

Brubeck (10th), Bruce Barth Quartet featuring Peter Bernstein (24th) and the 

Surrey County Youth Jazz Orchestra (31st). 

Ian Codd 

mailto:brockhamcstickets@gmail.com
http://www.brockhamchoral.org/
http://www.lhmf.org.uk/index.php/about/professionals/festival-con/
http://www.lhmf.org.uk/index.php/about/professionals/festival-con/
mailto:boxoffice@lhmf.org.uk
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MUSIC IN DORKING – MARCH 2020 

2nd at 1.30, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

3rd 10th 17th 24th 31st at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415 
815784 

7th at 12.00, Music at Midday at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229 

8th at 7.30, LHMF Bach Mass at Dorking Halls, £15-24, 01403 240093 

14th at 9am, LHMF youth choirs competition day at Dorking Halls, £5 

17th at 7.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

18th at 7.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

21st at 7.30, European chamber orchestra at Dorking Halls, £20-25, 01306 740619 

21st at 7.30, Dorking Philharmonia at St Martin’s church, £15, 01306 730640 

23rd at 1.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

28th at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s church, £15, 01306 882728 

28th at 7.30, Ashtead Choral Society at Dorking Halls, £20, 01306 881717 

30th at 7.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

The Dorking Concertgoers present a concert by the Chamber Philharmonic 

Europe, a small orchestra of talented musicians from several European countries.  

The group played in Dorking a few years ago and now makes a welcome return 

visit with an attractive programme including concertos by Bach and Vivaldi, 

Rachmaninov’s beautiful Vocalise and Nielsen’s Little suite for strings.  The 

Dorking Philharmonia’s programme includes Brahms’ first Serenade alongside 

two Russian works – Prokofiev’s light-hearted Classical symphony and 

Shostakovich’s virtuosic second piano concerto. 

The Leith Hill Musical Festival gets underway with a performance of Bach’s 

grand and impressive Mass in B minor, one of the truly great choral works, given 

by a large choir, with four soloists and a baroque orchestra, under the direction of 

Jonathan Willcocks.  There is also the competition day for young choirs, and the 

main festival concerts will follow in April. 

Another grand choral work, Mendelssohn’s oratorio Elijah, will be sung by 

Ashtead Choral Society, accompanied by Kent Sinfonia.  Brockham Choral 

Society will sing Haydn’s Nelson Mass together with some motets by Bruckner; 

the concert also includes Mozart’s symphony no.40. 
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THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland 

The year started with a very interesting talk about Crop Circles by Andy Thomas.  
A subject that very little is known about but mysteries were solved during the talk. 

Claire Brown will be our next speaker giving her expertise on the subject of 
Growing Cut Flowers. 

Claire, a cut flower farmer, has grown her scented and seasonal flowers on the 
slopes of the Surrey Hills for many years.  She has experience in horticulture and 
grows numerous varieties of plants that are excellent for forestry.  Local florists are 
frequent clients as they can guarantee the flowers grown are fresh, scented and 
long lasting.  Ideal for their floral displays. 

The Growing Cut Flowers talk will take place on Monday March 16th at the 
Recreation Ground Pavilion, Brockham at 7.30pm.   Entrance fee £3.     Members 
and non members are welcome. 

Join us for an enjoyable evening. 

BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB 

Graham King – “Wave Structures” 

Saturday 14th March 9.15am-12.45pm 

Betchworth War Memorial Village Hall, Station Road, 
Betchworth RH3 7DF 

Brockham Flower Club are delighted to announce the return of 
Graham King to guide us through a morning of floral craft. 

Graham is an award-winning Surrey Area NAFAS floral design demonstrator and 
Chairman of Godalming Flower Club. He has been teaching and entertaining for 
25 years in the south of England, showing creative floral displays and an array of 
spectacular craft work to excite and inspire. 

He will be guiding us to construct a contemporary wave structure with unusual 
materials to be used with our own flower designs. 

Please bring along: a well-stocked toolbox, wire cutters, UHU glue, a few roses 
and a few plastic orchid tubes with lids. 

£20 fee for non-members to include a comprehensive materials pack and 
visitor’s fee. 

Booking is essential as places are limited. 

Please contact Cat Martin (catdawes@aol.com 07710 498 591) 
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GATTON PARK EVENTS APRIL 2020 
 
Please book all events in advance except open days.  
Gatton Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, RH2 0TW 
01737 649068. events@gatton-park.org.uk 
Book online at: www.gattonpark.co.uk 
 
Sunday 5 April   Park and Gardens Open 
Park and gardens open all afternoon, bird hide open, free guided tours and free 
activities for children, including the Wild Things play trail. Tea and cakes are 
available to purchase. 1-5pm. £5 entry, children go free 
Monday 6 - Thursday 9 April     Tea in the Japanese Garden  
Enjoy a cream tea in our Japanese tea house with a lovely view and exclusive use 
of the garden. Buggy ride included.  
10-11.30am or 2-3.30pm. Adult £15, child £7.50.  
Maximum six per group. £60 minimum charge. 
Sunday 26 April   Garden Structures Course 
A one-day garden structures course run by experienced under-woodsman, John 
Waller. Learn the weaves to craft an obelisk and a ‘sunflower’ plant support while 
enjoying views of the lake. Materials and tools provided. 10am-4.30pm. £60 per 
person. 
 
Children’s Activities 
See website for full range of activities. Booking essential except where indicated. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Forest School every Monday 
Trails and Tales every Friday 
Monday 6 April Birds, Nests and Eggs 4-7yrs 
Explore the grounds and enjoy crafts about birds that make their home at Gatton. 
10am-12pm or 1.30-3.30 pm. £8 per child. 
Wednesday 8 April & Thursday 9 April Trails and Tales: The Troll 2+yrs 
Enjoy the story of The Troll by Julia Donaldson and go for a walk in the park to 
bring the book to life. Return to create artwork linked to the story. 10-11.30am or 
1.30-3pm. £8 per child. 
12 April & Monday 13 April   Easter Egg Hunt 
Come for a springtime stroll and join the hunt over Easter weekend. Easter trails, 
craft, face painting and games. Refreshments available to purchase. 1-5pm. Adult 
£5, child £3. No booking required. 
Wednesday 15 & Friday 17 April Trails and Tales: We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt 2+yrs 
Enjoy the story of We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen and go for a 
walk in the park to bring the book to life. Return to create artwork linked to the 
story. 10-11.30am or 1.30-3pm. £8 per child. 
Thursday 16 April Forest Fun 2+yrs 
Join us in our Forest School area to explore Cedar Wood, make woodland crafts 
and enjoy a snack around the fire. 10am-12pm or 1.30-3.30pm. £8 per child. 
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DORKING MUSEUM IN MARCH 

 

Gallery Talk: Thursday 19th March: ‘Mrs. Pankhurst’s 
Purple Feather’.  Author Tessa Boase reveals that, when 
Mrs. Pankhurst stormed the House of Commons with the 
suffragettes in 1908, she wore on her hat a voluptuous purple 
feather, and tells the intriguing story behind that feather, the 
rise and fall of ‘murderous millinery’ and the birth of the all-
female RSPB.  At Dorking Museum, 7pm, doors open 
6.30pm.  Tickets £7 (£5.00 members), includes a glass of 
Prosecco.  Entry on the door or book in advance on the 
Museum website. 

 

Our current Spring exhibition is ‘How do we look at 
Dorking?  The Town and its Landscapes over 150 
years’.  A collection of paintings and drawings of the 
area, from conventional views to interesting modern 
interpretations of the local townscape and landscape.  
Features works by prominent local artists like Charles 
Collins and those who visited and captured local 
views like Arthur C Fare as well as more 
contemporary interpretations such as that by Harvey 
and Ackroyd and even views from a drone.   

 

 

Walking in Dorking: With Spring well on the way, the Museum walks team has 
been polishing its boots ready for this year’s programme of guided walks.  See 
Dorking in a new light with a Museum guide!  Scheduled walks in March: 

Mayflower 400 Walk, 1st March, 2pm from the Museum.  See buildings that were 
in existence during the time of the Pilgrim Fathers and which survive today. 

Hidden Dorking Historic Walk, 4th March, 2pm from the Museum.  Journey into 
Dorking’s history with a guided walk of the town to see hidden Dorking.  

Betchworth Castle Tour, 14th March, 2pm from entrance to Betchworth Park golf 
club.  Includes exclusive access to the Castle enclosure.  

Details and booking on the website, or group bookings by appointment.   

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.  Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk, 01306 
876591. 

mailto:education@gatton-park.org.uk
mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk

