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ST MICHAEL, BETCHWORTH 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SUNDAY 26 APRIL 2020 

 

The lord be with you.  

 

Collect  Almighty Father, 
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight of the risen 
Lord 
give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 

Hymn - We have a gospel to proclaim 

 
 
We have a gospel to proclaim 
Good news for men in all the earth; 
The gospel of a Saviour’s name: 
We sing His glory, tell His worth. 

Tell of His birth at Bethlehem, 
Not in a royal house or hall 
But in a stable dark and dim: 



2 
 

The Word made flesh, a light for all. 

Tell of His death at Calvary, 
Hated by those He came to save; 
In lonely suffering on the cross 
For all He loved, His life He gave. 

Tell of that glorious Easter morn: 
Empty the tomb, for He was free. 
He broke the power of death and hell  
That we might share His victory. 

Now we rejoice to name Him King: 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
This gospel message we proclaim: 
We sing His glory, tell His worth. 

 

 

Epistle: Acts 2 14a, 36-41 22-32 

 Peter addresses the crowd; 3,000 are baptised 

But Peter, standing with the eleven. raised his voice and addressed them: 

Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made 
him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’ 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the 
other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, 
for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to him.’ And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, 
saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those who welcomed 
his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 
added. 

For the word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God  
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Anthem- O for a closer walk with God – C V Stanford (1852-1924) 

 
O for a closer walk with God, 
a calm and heav'nly frame, 
a light to shine upon the road 
that leads me to the Lamb! 

Return, O holy Dove, return, 
sweet messenger of rest; 
I hate the sins that made Thee mourn, 
and drove Thee from my breast. 

So shall my walk be close with God, 
calm and serene my frame; 
so purer light shall mark the road 
that leads me to the Lamb. 

 

Gospel:  Luke 24 13-35 –  
Jesus meets Cleopas and his friend on the way to Emmaus 
 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things 
that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came 
near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he 
said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ 
They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, 
answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have taken place there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ 
They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and 
leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had 
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the 
third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group 
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not 
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find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision 
of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the 
tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then he 
said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer 
these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they 
found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The 
Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had 
happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread. 

 

Sermon by Revd Neil Vigers  
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Prayers  

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and 
distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord 

Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour, and to care for those in need as if 
we were caring for you. In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort the fearful, to 
tend the sick, and to assure the isolated of our love, and your love 

Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer 

We pray for those in most need in our own families and neighbourhood, thinking of the 
elderly, the housebound and those in hospital or hospice. We pray for all carers and 
visitors whether family members, volunteers or health care professionals and especially 
for those who minister to people near the end of life’s journey through the hospice 
movement - for they do your work and so we ask for them your gifts of patience, 
compassion and understanding.  

We pray for those that we know who are sick, lonely or in some special need at this time 
as we share a brief moment of silence together as we name them in our hearts. 

Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  

We also remember those we have loved but see no more and pray for those left behind 
to grieve. Let them know that nothing is more dependable in times of sorrow than your 
encircling love 

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World, a light which no darkness can quench. We 
remember before God those we love but no longer see, in the silence we lift them before 
you…  today we remember Ronald Grassly, Brian Wickens and Elizabeth Dumar may the 
light of Christ which eternally shines bring hope for you turn our darkness into light; in 
your light shall we see light. 

 

Merciful Father accept these prayers  
for the sake of your son  
our saviour Jesus Christ  
Amen 
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We say in confidence the prayer that Jesus taught us  

Our Father,  
who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen 
 

Organ Voluntary - Sechs Fugen über den Namen BACH No I – Robert Schumann (1810-
1856) 

 

 

 
The Lord bless us and watch over us; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us;  
The Lord look kindly upon us and give us peace.  
 
Amen 
 
Our worship has now ended, and our service now begins…  
Go in the light and peace of Christ  
 
Thanks be to God.  
 
(Please Note; Next Sunday service will be uploaded on Saturday evening.) 


