United Benefice of St Michael and St Mary
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
SUNDAY 10 MAY 2020
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Collect
Almighty God,
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:
grant that, as by your grace going before us
you put into our minds good desires,
so by your continual help
we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Reading: Acts 7, 55-60 - The stoning of Stephen
But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing
at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!’ But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed
together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning
Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud
voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died.

Hymn - To God be the glory
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To God be the glory, great things he hath done!
So loved he the world that he gave us His Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord! praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice!
Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory; great things he hath done.
Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
To every believer the promise of God!
The vilest offender who truly believes,
That moment from Jesus forgiveness receives.
Praise the Lord! praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice!
Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory; great things he hath done.
Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer and higher and greater will be
Our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see.
Praise the Lord! praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice!
Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory; great things he hath done
Psalm: Psalm 31, 1-5 and 15-16 –
The word of the Lord is faithful, and his works are to be trusted
In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold
For the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
Into your hand I commend my spirit,
For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth.
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Anthem: A Clare Benediction - John Rutter (Contemporary)
May the Lord show his mercy upon you

Gospel: John 14 1-14 - Jesus the Way to the Father
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house
there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I
am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know
the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do
know him and have seen him.’
Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father
who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but
if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one
who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these,
because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.
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Prayers
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may
rejoice in your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our
Lord
Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour, and to care for those in need as if we
were caring for you. In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort the fearful, to tend the
sick, and to assure the isolated of our love, and your love
Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer
We pray for those in most need in our own families and neighborhood, thinking of the elderly,
the housebound and those in hospital or hospice. We pray for all carers and visitors whether
family members, volunteers or health care professionals and especially for those who minister
to people near the end of life’s journey through the hospice movement - for they do your work
and so we ask for them your gifts of patience, compassion and understanding.
We pray for those that we know who are sick, lonely or in some special need at this time as we
share a brief moment of silence together as we name them in our hearts…. Praying especially
for young Jack and the family.
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer
We also remember those we have loved but see no more and pray for those left behind to
grieve. Let them know that nothing is more dependable in times of sorrow than your encircling
love
Jesus Christ is the Light of the World, a light which no darkness can quench. We remember
before God those we love but no longer see, in the silence we lift them before you… today we
remember Brenda Philpot may the light of Christ which eternally shines bring hope for you turn
our darkness into light; in your light shall we see light.

Merciful Father accept these prayers
for the sake of your son
our saviour Jesus Christ
Amen
The Lord bless us and watch over us;
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us;
The Lord look kindly upon us and give us peace. Amen
Our worship has now ended, and our service now begins…
Go in the light and peace of Christ
Thanks be to God.
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Melvin’s chosen Voluntary
[Reitze Smits playing the organ of the Lutheran Church, The Hague]

We hope you are enjoying the online services which aim to bring the church community
together and keep the momentum of faith alive for all generations. As a rural parish church, we
rely heavily on donations to help maintain our beautiful buildings. With our churches closed we are
not able to receive donations via the collection plate, however if you would still like to support the
church, please use the QR code :

St Michael’s Church

St Mary’s Church

or alternatively you can pay direct to
St Michaels Church; Sort Code 601727 A/c 27611272
St Mary’s Church; Sort Code 601728 A/c 03428508

We are incredibly grateful for any donations -thank you for your kind support and
generosity

God Bless
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