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UNITED BENEFICE OF ST MICHAEL BETCHWORTH AND ST MARY BUCKLAND 
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
SUNDAY 27th September 2020 

The Greeting  

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Collect  
Eternal God, 
you crown the year with your goodness 
and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 
grant that we may use them to your glory, 
for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 

 
Hymn:     We plough the fields, and scatter 

We plough the fields, and scatter 
the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered 
by God's almighty hand: 
he sends the snow in winter, 
the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes, and the sunshine, 
and soft, refreshing rain. 

All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above; 
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 
for all his love. 

He only is the maker 
of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower, 
he lights the evening star; 
the wind and waves obey him, 
by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us, his children, 
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he gives our daily bread. 

We thank you, then, O Father, 
for all things bright and good, 
the seed-time and the harvest, 
our life, our health, our food. 
Accept the gifts we offer 
for all your love imparts, 
and, what thou most desirest, 
our humble, thankful hearts. 

Words:  Matthias Claudius (1740-1815 translated by Jane Montgomery Campbell (1817-
1878) 
Music: Melody by Johann Abraham Peter Schulz (1747-1800) harmonised by John Bacchus 
Dykes (1823-1876) 

 

Gospel     Luke 12.16-20 - The parable of the rich fool 

Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, 
“What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down 
my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my 
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to 
him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?” So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards 
God.’ 

He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or about 
your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider 
the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. 
Of how much more value are you than the birds! And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to 
your span of life? If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the 
rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And do 
not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is 
the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ 

Anthem: Thou visiteth the earth - Maurice Greene (1696-1755) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-uSMbcGB6t0 

(Choir of New College, Oxford) 

Thou visitest the earth, and blessest it 
and crownest the year with thy goodness. 

(Words from Psalm 65) 

 

 

Sermon : Revd. Anna Moore 



3 
 

 

Prayers. 

Loving God, 
We ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit 
to help us pray in this difficult times. 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the energy and vision of your Spirit 
for those who are tiring in the battle against injustice and oppression: 
for those exhausted by the struggle with poverty and hunger. 
We pray for the Foodbanks, for the volunteers and those using the facility for the first time  
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the hope and comfort of your Spirit 
for those whose lives are overshadowed by illness or pain; 
for those whose lives are darkened by sorrow or bereavement. 
In the silence we lift before you those on our hearts at this time ….  
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the love and courage of your Spirit 
for those reaching out to comfort the distressed; 
for those reaching out to others with the Good News of Christ through their words and actions which 
emanate your love 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
Loving God, 
We ask for the assurance of your Spirit 
to know your presence with us in our daily lives: 
in our relationships. 
in our work and service. 
in our worship. 
in our times of joy and pain. 
Merciful father accept these prayers through our Saviour Jesus Christ Amen.  

Blessing  

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us; 
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The Lord look kindly upon us and give us peace. Amen 
 
Our worship has now ended, and our service now begins…  
Go in the light and peace of Christ  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Organ Voluntary   

Variations on Elvey’s Tune “St George” (Come, ye thankful people, come) -  
E Cunningham Woods (1862-1929) 
 

  

Some of the material included in this Service is Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
and other Hymns and Music are reproduced and streamed under Church Copyright Licences 778647 
and 873889 

We hope you are enjoying the online services which aim to bring the church 
community together and keep the momentum of faith alive for all generations.   As a rural 
parish church, we rely heavily on donations to help maintain our beautiful buildings. With 

our churches closed we are not able to receive donations via the collection plate, however if 
you would still like to support the church, please use the QR codes : 

St Michael’s Church     St Mary’s Church 

or alternatively you can pay direct to 

St Michaels Church; Sort Code 601727   A/c 27611272 

St Mary’s Church; Sort Code 601728   A/c 03428508 

We are incredibly grateful for any donations -thank you for your kind support and 
generosity 

 

God Bless 
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