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UNITED BENEFICE OF ST MICHAEL BETCHWORTH AND ST MARY BUCKLAND 
THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

SUNDAY 11th October 2020 

The Greeting  
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Collect  
 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
increase in us your gift of faith 
that, forsaking what lies behind 
and reaching out to that which is before, 
we may run the way of your commandments 
and win the crown of everlasting joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever 

 

 
Hymn:    Jerusalem the golden 

Jerusalem the golden, 
with milk and honey blest, 
beneath thy contemplation 
sink heart and voice opprest. 
I know not, O I know not, 
what joys await us there, 
what radiancy of glory, 
what bliss beyond compare. 

They stand, those halls of Sion, 
conjubilant with song, 
and bright with many an angel, 
and all the martyr throng; 
the Prince is ever in them, 
the daylight is serene, 
the pastures of the blessèd 
are decked in glorious sheen. 
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There is the throne of David; 
and there, from care released, 
the shout of them that triumph, 
the shout of them that feast; 
and they, who with their leader 
have conquered in the fight, 
for ever and for ever 
are clad in robes of white. 

O sweet and country, 
the home of God's elect! 
O sweet and blessèd country 
that eager hearts expect! 
Jesu, in mercy bring us 
to that dear land of rest; 
who art, with God the Father 
and Spirit, ever blest. 
Words: Urbs Sion aurea Bernard of Cluny (12th century) translated by John Mason Neale 
((1818-1866) 
Music: Alexander Ewing (1830-1895) 

  

1st Reading:  
 Exodus 32.1-14 - Moses, Aaron and the golden calf 

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people 
gathered around Aaron and said to him, ‘Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for 
this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 
become of him.’ Aaron said to them, ‘Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, 
your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.’ So all the people took off the gold rings 
from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mould, 
and cast an image of a calf; and they said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up 
out of the land of Egypt!’ When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made 
proclamation and said, ‘Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.’ They rose early the next day, 
and offered burnt-offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat 
and drink, and rose up to revel. 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land 
of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshipped it and 
sacrificed to it, and said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!” ’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me 
alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will 
make a great nation.’ 

But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, ‘O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against 
your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty 
hand? Why should the Egyptians say, “It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill 
them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth”? Turn from your fierce 
wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, “I will 
multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will 
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give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it for ever.” ’ And the Lord changed his mind 
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

 
For the Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

 
Anthem: And I saw a new heaven - Edgar Bainton (1880-1956) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dL3Bu68l6KY 

(The Sixteen directed by Harry Christophers) 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: 
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; 
and there was no more sea. 

And I, John, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, 
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away.” 

(Words Revelation 21 vv. 1–4) 

 

Gospel      

Matthew 22.1-14 - The parable of the wedding banquet 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been 
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, 
“Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves 
have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made 
light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his 
slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed 
those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but 
those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find 
to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they 
found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” 
And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For 
many are called, but few are chosen.’ 
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This is the Gospel of the Lord  
Praise to you O Christ  
 

Sermon : Revd. Neil Vigers 

 

Prayers. 

Loving God, 
We ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit 
to help us pray in these difficult times. 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the energy and vision of your Spirit 
for those who are tiring in the battle against injustice and oppression: 
for those exhausted by the struggle with poverty and hunger. 
We pray for the Foodbanks, for the volunteers and those using the facility for the first time  
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the hope and comfort of your Spirit 
for those whose lives are overshadowed by illness or pain; 
for those whose lives are darkened by sorrow or bereavement. 
In the silence we lift before you those on our hearts at this time ….  
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the love and courage of your Spirit 
for those reaching out to comfort the distressed; 
for those reaching out to others with the Good News of Christ through their words and actions which 
emanate your love 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
Loving God, 
We ask for the assurance of your Spirit 
to know your presence with us in our daily lives: 
in our relationships. 
in our work and service. 
in our worship. 
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in our times of joy and pain. 
Merciful father accept these prayers through our Saviour Jesus Christ Amen.  

 

Blessing  

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us; 
The Lord look kindly upon us and give us peace. Amen 
 
Our worship has now ended, and our service now begins…  
Go in the light and peace of Christ  
Thanks be to God 

Organ Voluntary  Chacony - Henry Purcell (1659-95) 
 

 

  

Some of the material included in this Service is Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
and other Hymns and Music are reproduced and streamed under Church Copyright Licences 778647 
and 873889 

We hope you are enjoying the online services which aim to bring the church 
community together and keep the momentum of faith alive for all generations.   As a rural 
parish church, we rely heavily on donations to help maintain our beautiful buildings. With 

our churches closed we are not able to receive donations via the collection plate, however if 
you would still like to support the church, please use the QR codes : 

St Michael’s Church     St Mary’s Church 

 

or alternatively you can pay direct to 
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St Michaels Church; Sort Code 601727   A/c 27611272 

St Mary’s Church; Sort Code 601728   A/c 03428508 

We are incredibly grateful for any donations -thank you for your kind support and 
generosity 

 

God Bless 

 


