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UNITED BENEFICE OF ST MICHAEL BETCHWORTH AND ST MARY BUCKLAND 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

SUNDAY 29th November 2020 

 

‘Nun komm', der Heiden Heiland' ('Saviour of the nations, come') - A N Vetter (1666-1710) 

 
The Greeting  

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Collect  
 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ  
   came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
   to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 

 
Hymn:     Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding 

Hark, A thrilling voice is sounding; 
‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say. 
‘cast away the dreams of darkness, 
O ye children of the day.’ 
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Wakened by the solemn warning, 
Let the earth-bound soul arise; 
Christ, her Sun, all ill dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected 
comes with pardon down from heaven; 
let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all to be forgiven; 

That when next he comes with glory 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 
with his mercy he may shield us, 
and with words of love draw near. 

Honour, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son, 
with the everlasting Spirit, 
while eternal ages run. 

Words: Edward Caswall (1814-1878)  
Music: ‘Merton’ by William Henry Monk (1823-1889 

 

1st Reading:  
Isaiah 64 1-9 Come down, O Lord, and make your name known 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
   so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
as when fire kindles brushwood 
   and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
   so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
   you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, 
   no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
   who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, 
   those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
   because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, 
   and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, 
   or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
   and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
   we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
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   we are all the work of your hand. 
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
   and do not remember iniquity for ever. 
   Now consider, we are all your people. 

. 

For the Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

 
Anthem: Sleepers, wake! - Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVjhpG6GV3Y 

(Performed by the Hong Kong Oratorio Society)  

Sleepers, wake! A voice is calling, 
It is the watchman on the walls: 
Thou City of Jerusalem! 
For lo! The Bridegroom comes! 
Arise, and take your lamps! 
Hallelujah! 
Awake! His kingdom is at hand! 
Go forth, go forth to meet your Lord! 

(Words: From the Oratorio ‘St Paul’) 

 

Gospel      

Mark 13. 24 to end - The Lesson of the Fig Tree and the Coming of the Son of Man ‘Keep awake’ 

But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then 
he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of 
the earth to the ends of heaven. 

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is 
like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each 
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or 
at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord    Praise to you O Christ  
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Sermon : Revd. Anna Moore 

 

 

Prayers. 

Loving God, 
We ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit 
to help us pray in this difficult times. 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the energy and vision of your Spirit 
for those who are tiring in the battle against injustice and oppression: 
for those exhausted by the struggle with poverty and hunger. 
We pray for the Foodbanks, for the volunteers and those using the facility for the first time  
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the hope and comfort of your Spirit 
for those whose lives are overshadowed by illness or pain; 
for those whose lives are darkened by sorrow or bereavement. 
In the silence we lift before you those on our hearts at this time ….  
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the love and courage of your Spirit 
for those reaching out to comfort the distressed; 
for those reaching out to others with the Good News of Christ through their words and actions which 
emanate your love 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
Loving God, 
We ask for the assurance of your Spirit 
to know your presence with us in our daily lives: 
in our relationships. 
in our work and service. 
in our worship. 
in our times of joy and pain. 
Merciful father accept these prayers through our Saviour Jesus Christ Amen.  
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Blessing  

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us; 
The Lord look kindly upon us and give us peace. Amen 
 
Our worship has now ended, and our service now begins…  
Go in the light and peace of Christ  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Organ Voluntary   

‘Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme' ('Sleepers, Wake') BWV645 - J S Bach (1685-1750)  

 

 

  

Some of the material included in this Service is Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
and other Hymns and Music are reproduced and streamed under Church Copyright Licences 778647 
and 873889 

We hope you are enjoying the online services which aim to bring the church 
community together and keep the momentum of faith alive for all generations.   As a rural 
parish church, we rely heavily on donations to help maintain our beautiful buildings. With 

our churches closed we are not able to receive donations via the collection plate, however if 
you would still like to support the church, please use the QR codes : 

St Michael’s Church     St Mary’s Church 

 

or alternatively you can pay direct to 

St Michaels Church; Sort Code 601727   A/c 27611272 



6 
 

St Mary’s Church; Sort Code 601728   A/c 03428508 

We are incredibly grateful for any donations -thank you for your kind support and 
generosity 

 

God Bless 

 


