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UNITED BENEFICE OF ST MICHAEL BETCHWORTH AND ST MARY BUCKLAND 
THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY  
SUNDAY 8th NOVEMBER 2020 

 

The Gathering 

God is our refuge and strength; a very present help in trouble. Ps 46.1 

I lift up my eyes to the hills – from whence will my help come? My help comes from the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth. Ps 121.1,2 

This I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning. Lamentations 3.21-23 

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles, they shall run and not be weary they shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40.31 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God? Micah 6.8 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

We meet in the presence of God. We commit ourselves to work in penitence and faith for 
reconciliation between the nations, that all people may, together, live in freedom, justice 
and peace. We pray for all who in bereavement, disability and pain continue to suffer the 
consequences of fighting and terror. We remember with thanksgiving and sorrow those 
whose lives, in world wars and conflicts past and present, have been given and taken away. 

Act of Remembrance  

St Michael’s Betchworth             St Mary’s Buckland 

                       



2 
 

 

 

Let us remember before God and commend to his sure keeping all those who have died 
for their country; all those whom we knew and whose memory we treasure and all those 
who have lived and died in the service of humanity. 

The names of those we remember today are read… 

Remembering 

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them 
We will remember them 

The Last Post is sounded  

The 2 minute Silence is observed 

Reveille is sounded  

Ever-living God, we remember those whom you have gathered from the storm of war into 
the peace of your presence; may that same peace calm our fears, bring justice to all 
peoples and establish harmony among the nations, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world; its pride, its selfishness, its 
greed; its evil divisions and hatreds. Let us confess our share in what is wrong, and our 
failure to seek and establish that peace which God wills for his children.  

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
In your mercy forgive what we have been,  
help us to amend what we are,  
and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly, love mercy, 
 and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.  
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you 
in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Responding in Hope and Commitment  

Representatives and other members of the public come forward to lay wreaths at the foot 
of the altar. 

When you go home tell them of us and say, for your tomorrow we gave our today. 
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Act of Commitment 

Will you strive for all that makes for peace? 

We will 

Will you seek to heal the wounds of war and conflict? 

We will 

Will you work for a just and peaceful world for all? 

We will 

O God our Father, we pledge ourselves to serve you and all your people, in the cause of 
peace, for the relief of want and suffering, to the glory of your name. Give us wisdom, give 
us courage, give us hope and keep us faithful now and always. Amen 

National Anthem   

 

God save our gracious Queen                 
Long live our noble Queen   
God save the Queen.    
Send her victorious,    
Happy and Glorious,    
Long to reign over us   , 
God save the Queen.    

Thy choicest gifts in store 
On her be pleased to pour, 
Long may she reign. 
May she defend our laws, 
And ever give us cause 
To say with heart and voice 
God save the Queen 

Collect 

Heavenly Lord, 
you long for the world’s salvation: 
stir us from apathy, 
restrain us from excess 
and revive in us new hope 
that all creation will one day be healed 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Hymn - O God our help in ages past 

 

 
 

Our God, our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come,  
our shelter from the stormy blast,  
and our eternal home;  

Under the shadow of thy throne  
thy saints have dwelt secure;  
sufficient is thine arm alone,  
and our defence is sure.  

Before the hills in order stood,  
or earth received her frame,  
from everlasting thou are God,  
to endless years the same.  

A thousand ages in thy sight  
are like an evening gone,  
short as the watch that ends the night  
before the rising sun.  

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,  
bears all its sons away;  
they fly forgotten, as a dream  
dies at the opening day.  

O God, our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come: 
be our guard while troubles last,  
and our eternal home. 

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748) Based on Psalm 90 
Music: melody and bass probably by William Croft (1678-1727) 
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1st Reading: Psalm 70 
 
1 Hasten, O God, to save me; 
    come quickly, Lord, to help me. 
2 May those who want to take my life 
    be put to shame and confusion; 
may all who desire my ruin 
    be turned back in disgrace. 
3 May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!” 
    turn back because of their shame. 
4 But may all who seek you 
    rejoice and be glad in you; 
may those who long for your saving help always say, 
    “The Lord is great!” 
5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; 
    come quickly to me, O God. 
You are my help and my deliverer; 
    Lord, do not delay. 
 
For the Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

 
Anthem  So they gave their bodies - Peter Aston (1938-2013) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ebxgZvY1Y8 

(The Laudate Choir conducted by Howard Ionascu) 

‘So they gave their bodies to the Commonwealth and received praise that will never die, and 
a home in the minds of men. Their story lives on without visible symbol, woven into the 
stuff of other men’s lives. So they gave their bodies to the Commonwealth and received 
praise that will never die.’ 

Text: ‘Pericles’ Funeral Oration’ (4th Century) 

Gospel  Luke 21 9-28 - Signs and Persecutions, the Destruction of Jerusalem is Foretold & The Coming of 
the Son of Man 

‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place 
first, but the end will not follow immediately.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places 
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 

‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my 
name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your 
defence in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be 
able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives 
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and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my 
name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls. 

‘When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. 
Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those inside the city must leave it, and 
those out in the country must not enter it; for these are days of vengeance, as a fulfilment of all 
that is written. Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those 
days! For there will be great distress on the earth and wrath against this people; they will fall by 
the edge of the sword and be taken away as captives among all nations; and Jerusalem will be 
trampled on by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of 
what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 
“the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. Now when these things begin 
to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord  
Praise to you O Christ  

Sermon : Revd. Anna Moore 

 

Prayers 

Let us pray for all who suffer as a result of conflict, and ask that God may give us peace: 
for the service men and women who have died in the violence of war, each one 
remembered by and known to God; 
May God give peace. 
God give peace. 

For those who love them in death as in life, offering the distress of our grief and the 
sadness of our loss; 
May God give peace. 
God give peace. 

For all members of the armed forces who are in danger this day, remembering family, 
friends and all who pray for their safe return; 
May God give peace. 
God give peace. 
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For civilian women, children and men whose lives are disfigured by war or terror, calling 
to mind in penitence the anger and hatreds of humanity; 
May God give peace. 
God give peace. 

For peacemakers and peacekeepers, who seek to keep this world secure and free; 
May God give peace. 
God give peace. 

For all who bear the burden and privilege of leadership, political, military and religious; 
asking for gifts of wisdom and resolve in the search for reconciliation and peace; 
May God give peace. 
God give peace. 

O God of truth and justice, we hold before you those whose memory we cherish, and 
those whose names we will never know. Help us to lift our eyes above the torment of 
this 
broken world, and grant us the grace to pray for those who wish us harm. As we honour 
the past, may we put our faith in your future; for you are the source of life and hope, now 
and for ever. 
Amen. 

Blessing  

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us; 
The Lord look kindly upon us and give us peace. Amen 

Our worship has now ended, and our service now begins…  
Go in the light and peace of Christ  
Thanks be to God 

Organ Voluntary   

‘Elegy’ – Sir George Thalben -Ball (1896-1987) 

 

Some of the material included in this Service is Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 and other 
Hymns and Music are reproduced and streamed under Church Copyright Licences 778647 and 873889 

We hope you are enjoying the online services which aim to bring the church community together and 
keep the momentum of faith alive for all generations.   As a rural parish church, we rely heavily on donations 

to help maintain our beautiful buildings. With our churches closed we are not able to receive donations via the 
collection plate, however if you would still like to support the church, please use the QR codes: 
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St Michael’s Church     St Mary’s Church 

 

or alternatively you can pay direct to 

St Michaels Church; Sort Code 601727   A/c 27611272 

St Mary’s Church; Sort Code 601728   A/c 03428508 

We are incredibly grateful for any donations -thank you for your kind support and generosity 

 

God Bless 

 


