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UNITED BENEFICE OF ST MICHAEL BETCHWORTH AND ST MARY BUCKLAND 
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

SUNDAY 6th December  2020 

 

Organ Voluntary 

Hymn Prelude on ‘Merton’ (‘Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding’) - Philip Lane (b.1950) 

 

 
 

The Greeting  
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lighting of the Advent Ring  

We have this Advent Ring to remind us of those who prepared the way for the coming of Christ, the 
Light of the World. The second candle is to remind us of the prophets who in many ways foretold the 
coming of the Messiah. 

Two candles are lit 

God our Father, you spoke to the prophets of old of a Saviour who would bring peace. You helped 
them to spread the joyful message of his coming kingdom. Help us as we prepare to celebrate his 
birth, to share with those around us the good news of your power and love. We ask this through Jesus 
Christ, the Light who is coming into the world. 

Lord Jesus, Light of the world, the prophets said you would bring peace and save your people in 
trouble. Give peace in our hearts at Christmastide and show all the world God’s love. Amen. 

Collect  
 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 
and come among us, 
and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 
we are grievously hindered 
in running the race that is set before us, 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
may speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever. 
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Christingle Hymn:  - Lord, the light of your love is shining  

 
Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
in the midst of the darkness, shining: 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us; 
set us free by the truth you now bring us: 
shine on me, shine on me 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 
fill this land with the Father's glory; 
blaze, Spirit, blaze, 
set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow 
flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
send forth your word, Lord 
and let there be light! 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 
from the shadows into your radiance; 
by the blood I may enter your brightness: 
search me, try me, consume all my darkness: 
shine on me, shine on me 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
so our faces display your likeness, 
Ever changing from glory to glory: 
mirrored here may our lives tell your story: 
shine on me, shine on me  

Words & Music: Graham Kendrick (b.1950) 

 

Advent 2 Hymn : Come , thou long-expected Jesus 
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  Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver; 
born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever; 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit, 
rule in all our hearts alone: 
by thine all-sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1780) 
Music: John Stainer(1840-1901) 

 

1st Reading: Isaiah 40.1-11 Comfort to God’s people and make straight a highway for God 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
   says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
   and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
   that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
   double for all her sins. 
A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
   and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
   and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 
   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, 
   their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
   when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
   surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades; 
   but the word of our God will stand for ever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, 
   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
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lift up your voice with strength, 
   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
   lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
   ‘Here is your God!’ 
See, the Lord God comes with might, 
   and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
   and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
   and gently lead the mother sheep.  
 

. 

For the Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

 
Anthem: On Jordan’s bank – Trad arr Malcolm Archer (b.1952) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVjhpG6GV3Y 

(Canto Deo Chamber Choir at Bethany Lutheran Church, Cherry Hills Village, Colorado)  

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and harken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings. 

Then cleansed be every life from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within; 
Yea, let us all each hearts prepare 
for Christ to come and enter there. 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without thy grace we waste away 
Like flowers that wither and decay. 

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 
whose advent sets thy people free,  
Whom with the Father, we adore, 
and Holy Ghost for evermore.  

Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749) translated by John Chandler (1806-1876) 

Gospel      

Mark 1.1-8 – John the Baptist preaches repentance 
 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
   “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight” ’, 
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John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out 
to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord    Praise to you O Christ  
 

Sermons :  

2nd Sunday of Advent By Bishop of Woolwich,  Christingle – Dave Farris  
Rt Revd Dr Karowei Dorgu    Children’s Society speaker  
 

               

Prayers. 

Loving God, 
We ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit 
to help us pray in this difficult times. 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the energy and vision of your Spirit 
for those who are tiring in the battle against injustice and oppression: 
for those exhausted by the struggle with poverty and hunger. 
We pray for the Foodbanks, for the volunteers and those using the facility for the first time  
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the hope and comfort of your Spirit 
for those whose lives are overshadowed by illness or pain; 
for those whose lives are darkened by sorrow or bereavement. 
In the silence we lift before you those on our hearts at this time ….  
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the love and courage of your Spirit 
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for those reaching out to comfort the distressed; 
for those reaching out to others with the Good News of Christ through their words and actions which 
emanate your love 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
Loving God, 
We ask for the assurance of your Spirit 
to know your presence with us in our daily lives: 
in our relationships. 
in our work and service. 
in our worship. 
in our times of joy and pain. 
Merciful father accept these prayers through our Saviour Jesus Christ Amen.  

 

Blessing  

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us; 
The Lord look kindly upon us and give us peace. Amen 
 
Our worship has now ended, and our service now begins…  
Go in the light and peace of Christ  
Thanks be to God. 

Organ Voluntary 

3 Liturgical Improvisations - No 2: ‘Conditer alme siderum’ - George Oldroyd (1887 -1956)  

 

 

  

Some of the material included in this Service is Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
and other Hymns and Music are reproduced and streamed under Church Copyright Licences 778647 
and 873889 

We hope you are enjoying the online services which aim to bring the church 
community together and keep the momentum of faith alive for all generations.   As a rural 
parish church, we rely heavily on donations to help maintain our beautiful buildings. With 

our churches closed we are not able to receive donations via the collection plate, however if 
you would still like to support the church, please use the QR codes : 
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St Michael’s Church     St Mary’s Church 

 

or alternatively you can pay direct to 

St Michaels Church; Sort Code 601727   A/c 27611272 

St Mary’s Church; Sort Code 601728   A/c 03428508 

We are incredibly grateful for any donations -thank you for your kind support and 
generosity 

 

God Bless 

 


