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The Pillars of St Michael’s Betchworth  
is a new independent organisation  
created solely to help raise the much-
needed funds to preserve this beautiful 
historic building for another 1,000 years 
and enable it to become a frequently used 
community resource. Any funds raised will 
go entirely to maintaining and improving 
the fabric of the church.

Generations to date have maintained and 
enjoyed St Michael’s Betchworth. It is now 
this generation’s responsibility to do the 
same and render it fit for the future.

If you are interested in becoming  
a Pillar of St Michael’s Betchworth 

and help raise the much needed funds, 
please complete and return the  

attached form.

PILLARS OF ST MICHAEL’S 
BETCHWORTH

For the last 1,000 years, the community  
of St Michael’s Betchworth has maintained 
the church building as a centre for worship, 
refuge, celebration and mourning.  
Now it is our turn! To enable the Church  
to continue this work, it is essential that the 
burden of maintaining its building is shared 
by the wider community.
 
Contrary to popular belief, churches in England 
do not receive any funds from the Church 
Commissioners, the Diocese, or local and/
or central government for the upkeep of 
their historic buildings. Any money spent 
on maintenance and major repairs therefore 
needs to come from private fundraising.
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• Repairing 
consequential damage 
to stone slates;

• Replacing fractured 
copings;

• Re-facing delaminated 
stonework;

In the longer term, the Church intends  
to invest in new power, lighting, audio, 
heating and sound systems, as well as easy 
access for all, so that it can properly serve  
its community.

The Church is looking for funding  
to start the first five of these projects 

shortly – Estimated costs £85,000.

HISTORY
The church of St Michael’s has been part 
of Betchworth for nearly 1,000 years. The 
earliest reference to a church in the village 
is in the Domesday Book of 1086, when 
the church of Becesworde looked after 11 
villagers, 16 smallholders, 15 slaves, 2 mills, 
and a fair number of pigs. Today, slightly 
more than 1,000 people (but rather fewer 
pigs) live in Betchworth. We are now asking 
YOU to help look after the church.

COSTS
Given the building’s age and architectural 
importance, it is no wonder that the costs 
involved in its upkeep are substantial.  
On an average, the annual running costs 
of the church amount to £60,000 of which 
£10,000 is for routine maintenance.

However, in addition to the ordinary  
day-to-day maintenance, there are expensive 
one-off restoration projects, such  
as re-hanging the bells in 1984 (£30,000),  
re-roofing the north side of the nave  
in 2003 (£60,000), and installing a new 
organ and vestry in 2014 (£400,000). 

In addition, every 5 years, the church 
building undergoes a full fabric inspection  
by a specialist architect. The architect’s survey 
identifies specific issues which need to be 
addressed and highlights those restoration 
projects which ought to be prioritised.

ESSENTIAL  
RESTORATION PROJECTS

There are a number of immediate and urgent 
restoration projects which need to be carried 
out if the building’s decline is to be prevented. 
These include:

• Replacing the 
broken and defective 
rainwater system;

• Removing lichen and 
defective mortar from 
roofing slates;

• Repairing defective 
rendering;

It is not known what Betchworth church 
looked like in 1086, but it is thought to have 
been built in stone. A stone fragment dating 
from before the Norman Conquest was found 
when the old crossing tower was dismantled 
in 1851. The present tower and the north 
transept were built in 1879.

In 1966, the church was classified as a Grade 
I listed building; it being a site of exceptional 
national, architectural, or historical importance. 
Its mark on British film history came in 1994, 
when the church starred in the film  
“Four Weddings and a Funeral”. 

Betchworth church is dedicated to St. Michael, 
who defeated the dragon Satan and cast him 
out of Heaven. St Michael is traditionally 
honoured as a champion of justice, a healer  
of the sick, and the guardian of the Church.

• Replacing rotten 
roofing timbers;

• Installing moisture 
detection to de-risk 
water ingress close 
to the organ;

• Replacing the 
western gable cross;
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To become a Pillar of St Michael’s Betchworth, 
please complete the form below and return it to:

The Pillars of St Michael’s Betchworth,  
c/o Andrew Lynch, The Stables, Sandy Lane, 
Betchworth, RH3 7AA
email: andrewpatricklynch10@gmail.com

I should like to become a Pillar  
of St. Michael’s Betchworth:

Name:  ..............................................................

Address:  ..........................................................
..........................................................................
..........................................................................
Postcode:  ........................................................

Tel:  ..................................................................

Email:  ..............................................................
..........................................................................

I am particularly interested in:
..........................................................................
..........................................................................
..........................................................................

I should like to become a member of the 
Pillars of St Michael organising committee 
(please tick one)  Yes    No

I should like to pay an annual membership 
fee as follows:
Single £25      Couple £40      Company £60


